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Police Chiefs Encourage Musicians to 


Drive Like Fools; Death Toll Shocks Biz 


+ 
vr 





Good-natured, political-minded 
chiefs of police around the U. S. A. 
may be partly responsible for the 
appallingly high death rate among 
dance orchestra musicians traveling 
one-night stands in chartered buses 
or private automobiles. Hundreds of 
dance orchestra leaders and individ- 
ual sidemen have been given gilt- 
edge credentials from police officials 





which remove most of their (the 
musicians) fear of being pinched for | 
speeding. 

They figure they can square any! 
roadside halt. In consequence their | 
habitual rate of driving is fantastic. 
One trumpet player was doing 87 on 
the Pulaski Skyway when stopped 
by cops recently. He got away with 
it. The motor habits of dozens of 
nervous, over-excited musicians are 
notorious among songpluggers and 
others who know the clan intimately. 

The musicians union has tried to 
do something for safety by limiting 
jumps to 400 miles maximum. But 
other steps are needed. Now it’s be- 
ing whispered that the police chiefs 
could help by not being so carelessly 
‘grateful’ for ‘benefits’ or favors per- 
formed by bandmen. The police 
badges, car insignia, this-is-my-pal 
letters of introduction constitute an 
invitation to their recipients to break 
the laws, and in all too many cases 
become invitations to funerals. 








Copley Plaza Quickly 
Forgets Sq. Dances As 
Customers Over-Enthuse 


Boston, Oct. 28. 
Swank Copley Plaza Hotel here 
recently experimented with ‘square 
dancing’ as a typical American in- 
Rovation, but forgot about the idea 
when overly-enthused customers 
Started peeling their coats and got | 
right down into the hayseed groove. | 
The hostelry decided Latin dansa- 
pation was relatively more conserv- 
ative as a ‘special night’ stunt 


N. Y.’S CAFE SASSIETY 


BECOMES GIN-RUMMIES 





Gin-rummy, bridge and backgam- 


mon are now cafe society headliners | 
in the smarter New York joints, in 


fact even more so than some band 
or act. Many spots ballyhoo their 
fame-room features, and it’s work- 
ing out advantageously, as the drink- 
while-you-think affinity makes it 
OK for the house. 


| both in the swing and classical fields 


Shghtly Armour 


One of the strangest queries ever 
received from a member was an- 
swered by Equity recently. Actor 
wanted to know what his rights were 
in taking bows—whether he could 
demand a preferred position. 

He was told that unless it was pro- 
vided for by a rider to his contract, 
only the manager could designate 
in what position he could stand to 
receive applause. 


SMALL TOWNS 
CUE NATION'S 
CULTURE? 


— 








Detroit, Oct. 28. 
‘No country is greater musically 
than its smaller cities. It is not the | 
large metropolis that sets the meas- | 
ure of a nation’s culture, and the | 
spiritual growth of the smallest unit | 
is of the utmost im- 


in the country 
portance.’ 
That was the conclusion drawn on 
American music by Bruno Walter, 
guest conductor of the Detroit Sym- | 
phony orchestra, in a talk to the} 
Bohemian club here. He cited the | 
origins of many American maestroes 
from the stix and pointed to the fact 
that the popularity of music here 
was inspiring many fine musiclans 


in small towns. 





Mrs. Roosevelt Show Not 
Censored; Just Overlong 


Washington, Oct. 28. 
Slashes in the First Lady’s initial | 
coffee importers’ broadcast were | 
| made by NBC because she over-| 
wrote, Mrs. Roosevelt said last week 
No charge of censorship was made | 
or implied. The President's wife 
told her press conference why the | 
actual airing did not contain the | 
scripted remarks of horror about | 
German ultimatums to unmarried | 





Result now is that the Stork’s Cub | 
| 


room, Jim Moriarity’s Barberry, the 
Monte Carlo’s summer room (Beach) 
and kindred spots now look like 
class bingo and bridge parlors as the 
boys and girls concentrate on gin- 
Tummy instead of gin-slings. 


girls to have children sired by Nazi 
soldiers. 

Mrs. Roosevelt frankly allowed 
her script was too long and had to 
be pruned. 





Caribbean Frolicers 





Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
John Garfield will m.c. a troupe to} 
be flown by bomber to the Carib-| 
bean for entertainment at U. S. naval | 


bases. Also making the trip from! 


THAT'S PROP 
OF HELEN HAYES 


Ghastly Strain of Broadway 
First Nights Contrasts 





With More Kindly Medium | 


RADIO TO INCUBATE STARS 








—Radio Teaches Legits a 


Lot But It’s No Substitute | and the type of reservation, service 


for Footlights 





DEPLORES SNEERS 





By HERB GOLDEN 


‘I don’t think there will be a new 


stage play for me next year. Only 
radio. I can’t bring myself just now 
to think of the strain of another 
opening night on Broadway. It was 
always unbelievably hard on me, but 
this one was worst of all. Something 
seemed to snap inside of me.’ 


This is Helen Hayes talking, talk-| 
ing about radio versus stage acting, | 


praising radio for what it makes pos- 





sible in artistic expression with less | 


mental and nervous strain. The 
actress who has been starred in all 


| three principal entertainment media, 


stage, screen and radio, still loves the 
theatre best of all but is grateful for 
(Continued on page 36) 


NIX ‘COMRADE X’ 


IN BRITAIN FOR 
KIDDING REDS 


Sales resistance to ‘Comrade X,’ 
which fun at the Russians, 
prompted Metro to withdraw 
picture from Great Britain. Action 
was taken in deference to public 
opinion. 

Metro 
picture 


pointing 


pokes 


has 


has added a foreword to 
for other foreign 
out that any kidding of the 
Russians was done in the spirit of 
honest fun. Film, of course, was 
made before the present Nazi-Soviet 
war. 


playdates, 





‘Rachmaninoff, Who Fled 


Soviets, Donates to USSR 


Sergei Rachmaninoff, whose Car- 
negie Hall (N. Y.) concert Saturday 
(Nov. 1) is already sold out, will 
donate the entire funds to the war 
sufferers of his native Russia. Net 
should exceed $5,000. 

Rachmaninoff was forced to flee 





‘here are Laurel and Hardy and Chico, Russia into Finland in late 1917. His 


Marx. 


goods were confiscated by the Soviet 


EY ‘USO Grant of $800,000 Will Get First 


9 Of 24 Army Shows Rolling by Dec. 1 





A 
v 








Much ‘Eve’ Interest 


Surprise to the New York niteries | 
is the premature interest in New | 
Year’s eve reservations. 

It’s much sooner than customary, | 
wanted, etc., indicates a rubber- | 
band-is-off-the-bankroll attitude. 


DARU PRIMES 
SONGWRITERS 
UNION 











With Robert Daru acting as coun- 
sel, a group of writers who are af- 
filiated with ASCAP took prelim- | 
inary steps Monday (27) toward or- 
ganizing a trade union. The name 
selected by the group is the Amer- 
ican Federation of Songwriters. Im- 


pression in the trade is that if thi 
|union gains any keadway it will 
|come in direct conflict with the 


| against 


Songwriters Protective Association 
At an organization meeting called 
by Al Lewis last Friday (24) about 
30 writers attended. 

Daru, counsel for the 14% 
writers who filed an anti-trust action 
radio interests time 


1 
who 15 


some 


| ago, stated yesterday (Tuesday) that 


ithe union 
i‘protect the rights of writers’ and 


was being organized to 


to establish the principle of collec- | 
tive bargaining in the music busi- 
ness. 


'Tommy Dorsey, Krupa 


Set for Pending Films 
Two more 


for picture work last week. 


signed 


name bands were 
Tommy 


| Dorsey heads coastward Dec. 1 with 


his band to go into Metro’s ‘I'll Take 
Manila,’ Eleanor Powell, 
Gene Krupa’s band has been set fo! 
Samuel Goldwyn’s production of 
‘Ball of Fire’ with Barbara Stan- 


with and 


| wyck 





i 


‘at 20th-Fox Feb. 


Krupa is already in the Holly- 
wood area, having recently finished 
a stay there at the Palladium Ball- 
room. 

Glenn Miller and his band report 
1 to play in the 
Sonja Henie picture, ‘Iceland.’ 


Linda Between-Halves 


Linda Darneli is due in Monday 
(3) for series of personal appear- 
ances at football games and other 
spots around New York, Boston and| 





| 
| 


| other eastern key situations in con-, 


nection with opening of ‘Rise - 
Shine’ (20th), gridiron yarn in which 


| she’s featured. 


Garfield later will make a tour of| Government and his works banned | 
| South American capitals. 


for years in the Soviet union. 


Miss Darnell is slated to stay east 


i for about three weeks. 


| camps 


|ment for the posts. 


| mittee. 


An $800,000 grant for the staging 
of Army camp shows was approved 
by the United Service Organizations 
this week. Thus entertainment for 
service men moves a big step closer 
to actuality. First nine or 10 of the 
24 units planned should be in the 
by Dec. 1 unless another of 
the stumbling blocks which have for 
more than a year beset plans for 
Army entertainment arises. 

There has been no minimum or 
maximum time limit set on use of 
the $800,000. It will be consumed 
in about three months, however, ac- 
cording to present plans. There is 
a tacit understanding, but no actual 
agreement, that further coin will be 
allotted when this is gone if the 
Army entertainment proves success- 
ful. There will be an admisk of 25c 
to soldiers for the shows. 

Grant of the 800G goes to the Citi- 
zens Committee for the Army and 
Navy, civilian group, which has 
been charged by the War Depart- 
ment with handling live entertain- 
Eddie Dowling 
is chairman of the CC’s show com- 
Harry Delmar, who has 
done the building of revue units for 


the CC in the past, will probably 
continue to do so under Dowling’s 
upervision 

Going ahead even before the coin 


(Continued on page 53) 


Defense and U.S. Army 


Priorities Jazz Up 
Theatrical Baggage 





Chicago, Oct. 28. 
Defense program hit Chicago and 


surrounding territory with a bang 
when several traveling companies 
were told they could not have bag- 
Bavce cars. 

Ir everal instances defense pro- 
tram authorities and the army have 


also notified railroads to hold up cer- 
tain theatrical baggage cars for 24-48 
hours, as there would be 

(Continued on 


various 
page 52) 


EXPECT FOUR BIG GRID 
GAMES TO BOOM B’WAY 


Broadway expects Saturday night 
(1) to be the most hectic of the year, 





major football games in N. Y. stadia. 

Top puller will naturally be 
Army-Notre Dame, which is €x- 
pected to attract 80,000 to Yankee 
Stadium; at least 50,000 are expected 
at the Polo Grounds for Fordham- 
Purdue, while Columbia-Cornell may 
have an attendance of 31,000, which 
is Baker Field’s capacity. Friday 
night has N.Y.U.-Penn State in town. 


> This means plenty of out-of- 
towners in N. Y. and big b.o. for 
the Times Square theatres and 


niteries that night. 


or 
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Polish Up Niy Medals, James 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Adorned with everything but the chandeliers, a group of film big- 
gies awaited the coming of Lord Mountbatten, their banquet guest. 
They had learned that Lord Mountbatten, cousin of British royalty and 
captain in the British Navy, on formal occasions is alive with decora- 
tions, so they had acted accordingly. 

They were bedecked with medals and badges, achieved in the low 
hurdles, the 100-yard backstroke, the Los Angeles County badminton 
tournament, the inter-studio bowling joust, the Elks convention, and 
whatnot. ; 

Presently a car appeared in the offing and out stepped Lord Mount- 
batten, wearing a slouchy old suit of tweeds, 

And no medals. 


Many Clippering to RAF Ball, Bermuda; 
Zanuck in from Coast; Wiman to L.A. 


By GEORGE FROST Quick Study Crosby 
Focal point of flying headlines this 
week may well revolve round the 
Royal Air Force ball, skedded for 
Friday night (31) in Bermuda, so 
many miles away, yet a mere six- 
hour trip in Pan American Airways’ 
aerial pullmans. The feedbox 
doperoo is that ‘everyone who 
counts, you know,’ will be catching 
the Clipper ships for the Atlantic | 
Isle between today (Wednesday) | 
and Friday (31) morn, including 
many of Broadway’s British-minded. 
Ray Gorrell, the Detroit sassiety 
maestro, is taking his entire band 
down to the shindig. 

















Bing Crosby pulled a stunt last 
week that’s supposed to be usual 
stuff with him, but nevertheless 
excited comment among music 
| men. Singer cut for Decca two 
tunes that he’d never heard be- 
| fore in 45 minutes, including re- 
hearsal time. He walked into 
the studio at 9 a.m., went over 
‘Do You Care?’ and ‘Shepherd’s 
Serenade’ alone and with band 
accompaniment, made them and 
was out of the studio by 9:45. 

Crosby returned from a South 
American vacation last Monday 








‘ film actress 
eum gg Bag on ts Holly wood (20). He’s since returned to the 
aboard a United Mainliner. Bobby | ©°st. 

Byrne, the orch leader, slipped oul —_ 





to Columbus, O., aboard a TWA fly- 
ing carpet, also on Monday, at al- 
most the same time that Darryl 
Zanuck, 20th-Fox biggie, American 
Airlined in from the Coast to grouch 
at reporters. 

The first day of the week also 

(Continued on page 55) 


Mouth-Organ Goes 


Jimmie Lunceford Will 
Do Personal at Par N. Y., 
Opposite His Strand Pic 











uniquely opposing itself week of 
| Nov. 12, when it plays the Paramount 


| the nearby Strand, opposition to Par, 


| will be playing the film ‘Blues in the| Pansy the Horse, all the other per- 
e | Night’ in which the Lunceford band in NV 
0 0 ege; ale ie | has a part. 


Count Basie will be on the Strand 
bill. 


To Combat Hohner «2 2222.27 


(see | 


\the new Form B contract 


| Bands). 








Laboratory workers at Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology, Cam- 
bridge, Mass., are currently ex- 
perimenting in an attempt to manu- | 
facture a harmonica to compare | 
with those made by Hohner, of | 
Trossingen, Germany, for many | 
years regarded as the best in the 
world. Idea is that with the sup- 
ply of Hohner instruments now shut 
off, an industry might be built up 
in the U. S., as was done in dyes 
and dyestuffs during the first World 
War. 

MIT people were inspired to at- 





Skelton Decisions Hope 





Los Angeles, Oct. 28. 
Jack Douglas is back cooking up 


action had been dismissed. Bob Hope 
had sued, claiming Douglas was un- 
der exclusive contract to him. 

In court, attorney for Hope asked 
| for a dismissal, claiming it was all 
a misunderstanding. 


Hillbilly Play to Herald 
Woods’ Return to B’way 


‘Maid in The Ozarks,’ which was 
presented in San Francisco last 
January and_credited with a run of 
six months in Los Angeles, will be 
toured by A. H. Woods. Hillbilly 
comedy is the first show on Woods’ 
comeback schedule and he figured 
it his 410th stage presentation. ‘Maid’ 
is slated to open in Chicago around 
Christmas and thereafter will be 
sent south. Another company, with 
a picture name heading the cast, is 
due for Broadway. He expects it 
to herald his ‘return to America,’ 
as he phrased New York in a re- 
cent communication. 


Woods has been acquiring plays 
for some time and has a half-dozen 
planned for production. One is of 
the courtroom type of melodrama, 
which he says is a play to end all 
courtroom dramas. ‘Maid’ was 
written by Claire Parish and was 
originally produced by Leon Lord, 
Coast showman. 








Mostly Speeches 


At Russe Rally; 
Very Little Show 


By JOE SCHOENFELD 


Russian War Relief at New York’s 
Madison Square Garden Monday 
night (27) was more speeches than 
entertainment—and more in the na- 
ture of a political rally than amuse- 








Jimmie Lunceford’s band will be} around 20,000 being 





gags for Red Skelton after a court | 


ment. It was vastly different than 
Fight For Freedom’s recent ‘It’s Fun 
to Be Free’ rally in the same arena. 

However, the Russian show out- 
drew Freedom’s, a jammed house of 
in attendance 
Monaay night. With the exception 
of much choral singing, one number 


|theatre, New York. At same time|by Benny Goodman and a musical 


trio from his band, Paul Draper and 


formers, including Paul Muni, Flora 


|Robson and Bert Lytell, merely 
talked. 
That the audience was strongly 


pro-Russian was very. clear when 
Lord Halifax, British Ambassador to 
the United States, was heckled 
the audience chanting: ‘Open 
western front.’ His talk was 

(Continued on page 20) 


up a 
first 











| Pauline Garon’s Coiff Suit 





Los Angeles, Oct. 28. 
Pauline Garon, former film actress, 
filed suit for $11,000 damages in Su- 
perior Court against a beauty estab- 


| lishment. 


Her hair fell out, plaintiff declares, 
and ruined her screen career. 
| blames the beautician. 








tempt to duplicate the Hohner har- 





monica by Larry Adler, vaude and | 


er teteletatety 








by | 








She | 


——— 


THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 











+? 

Flew into New York for a few days to line up a cast for my new show 
that I wrote with Harold Conrad called “I, the People”—that’s the last time 
I ride piggy back on a sky-rocket. 

When I arrived at LaGuardia Field one fellow kept running after the 
photographers to snap his picture—and did I get out of breath. 
What a welcome I got when I registered at the Essex House. 
was so happy to see me, he let me check in without a co-signer. 

Nothing has changed since I’ve been away. The same old light, same 
old crowds, same old Jack White—same old gags! 

Broadway Department 

Jay C. Flippen tells me that Joe Frisco has been hanging around Hell’s 
Kitchen so much he now talks out of the side of his stutter! 

Read where Joe Cook may star in the Ringling circus. Understand Joe 
is going to do an act with elephants who have no memory whatsoever, 

Gypsy Rose Lee is putting out a new edition of her book, ‘G-String 
Murders.’ The new edition will be more in keeping with Gypsy’s noted 
act—it won’t have any covers! 

Holiy woodiana 

Benny Lessey (who’s killing them at ‘Slapsy Maxie’s’) has a great idea. 
He wants to open a combination laundry and theatre that plays nothing 
but Bette Davis pictures. After each film, the patrons leave their wet 
handkerchiefs at the boxoffice and upon returning to see another picture, 
it’s there waiting for them freshly laundered. 

Maxie Rosenbloom was imvited to a very swanky party this week and 
for the occasion, dressed formal—he wore a sprig of parsley in his cauli- 
flower ear! 

Rather than get a dressing-down from the Hay. office, Billy, the Midget, 
has given up wearing tight sweaters, (From the picture, ‘It is Sweater to 
Have Loved and Lost!’) 

A certain Hollywood agent got around that decree that all couches 
must be removed from agents’ offices. He had one installed that works like 
a Murphy bed. (Smart, eh?) 

Music-Radio Department 

Do you think BMI songs hate their composers? 

Got the shock of my life on the plane to New York—met a fellow who 
never wrote a song! 

Bob Crosby, the Ballantine Valentine, is getting to sound so much like 
his brother Bing in the vocal department that he rushed out and bought a 


The clerk 


stable of slow horses. 


Understand that Richard Himber is doing great on his personal appear- 
ances. Last week he was over at two jukeboxes. 
My Ballantine radio program is being moved from Mutual to NBC. Hope 
NBC doesn’t get wise to me too and move me to CBS! 
Observation Department 
Eavesdropped at Stork Club: ‘He’d match his private life with anyone— 
in private! 
Eavesdropped at Lindy’s: 
feriority complex"’ 
My brother (the one who rides a broomstick on Halloween) is so allergie 
to meat he even gets sick wearing a pork-pie hat! 
Whatever Became of 2222? 
Al Moore and His U. S. Naval Band Sybil Vane 
Penny, Reed & Gold Holmes and Lavere 
Julian Hall’s Entertainers Wills and Davis 


‘Is she a meddler? She has a great inter- 





Afterpiece 
When you’re dumb, you want to be smart. When you’re smart, you want 
to be a genius—doesn’t anybody want to be like Maxie Rosenbloom? 


~ Postmortems on ASCAP Fight 


Society May Have Muffed Good Chance Last March 


—War Interest Was a Break for Broadcasters 





+ 


How’s Your Spanish? | ASCAP may have made a costly 


misjudgment in March, 1941. accord- 
ing to inside information of an offer 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. | then made, apparently sincerely, by 


Jean Gabin, star of French Broadcast Music, Inc. This offer, 
films, studiously delayed his conveyed through intermediaries, 
Hollywood debut for months assertedly was to open up a get- 
while he absorbed the idioms and together of BMI and ASCAP. It was 
nuances of the American lan- scorned at the time, with ASCAP in- 
guage. | cerpreting it as a sign of weakness. 

His first picture at 20th-Fox | BMI had then cost the broadcasters 
is ‘Moon Tide in which he |some $2,000,000 with an obviously 


bad record of song picking. What 


plays the role of a Swede. 





ere 





radio harmonica soloist, whose sup- | 
ply of the German-made instruments | 
is nearing exhaustion. Adler former- 
ly used a new harmonica for each 
performance, receiving them free by 
the gross from the Hohner company. 
Latter manufactured an Adler model, 
which formerly sold extensively in 
Europe and brought Adler a respect- 
able amount in royalties. 

Since trade with the Reich is now 
shut off, Adler has been unable to | 
replenish his stock of harmonics and | 
he has only about 20° left. He man- 
ages to make each one last two or 
three days, but the reeds in a worn- 
out instrument cannot be replaced, 
s0 his supply of harmonics won’t last 
much longer. Instrument he uses | 
formerly sold for about $2, but the | 
few now available are priced at $15 | 
or more. 

Adler has given several of his | 
Hohner harmonicas to the MIT ex- | 
perimenters and the latter say they | 
are confident they can make an even 
better instrument. 


TOSCANINI ON NBC 
_ FOR DEFENSE BONDS 


Washington, Oct. 28. 
Defense bond sales will get a boost 
from Arturo Toscanini. The NBC 
“maestro will conduct two special ra- 
dio concerts on behalf of the Treas- 
ury Department, Dec. 6 and 13, both 
Saturdays. 
On the Blue from’9:30 to 10:30. 











| 














ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


‘The picture is at its best whenever Abbott and Costello are within 


camera range.’ —Rose Pelswick, N. Y. Journal-American. 


Universal Pictures Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 
Under Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN 

















‘BEDLAM’ REHEARSALS 
OFF DUE TO REVISIONS 


So to Bedlam’ have been set back at 


least a couple of weeks because of | 


proposed changes in the book by 


George Marion, Jr. Ambitious musi-| 


cal was to have gone into the prepa- 
ration stages yesterday (Tuesday), 
but Todd decided the book needed a 
switch, especially in relation to the 
role to be played by Dick Powell. 
With the show thus postponed, 
Powell planed back to 
today 
on the Treasury Hour (NBC) last 
night. The film player will return 
in a couple of weeks, or sooner if 
necessary. Others from the Coast 


‘Bedlam’s’ 
Green. 


score is 





McKenzie Back in Biz | 


Maurice McKenzie, who retired 
from active business two years ago 
after a long term as assistant to Will 
H. Hays, is en route to Hollywood 
with Mrs, McKenzie. He will do 
s6me reading of film material for 
Jason S. Joy, of the 20th Century- 
Fox studio. 

During his holiday he lived at his 
home in Crown Point, Ind. 


the Coast} 
(Wednesday) after appearing | 


later saved the day for the broad- 
casters were the many small pub- 
lishers—some 55—who cropped up 
with surprise pop hits, from ‘Hut Sut’ 
to ‘Don’t Want to Set World on Fire,’ 
and ‘Intermezzo’ and kindred BMI- 
licensed tunes. 


| The major ‘X’ quantity, of course, 
Rehearsals on Michael Todd’s ‘And | 


in radio’s favor through all of 1941 
—and this is something neither side 
counted on—was the intensified in- 
terest in the war. so that newcasts, 
political talks, along with quiz pro- 
grams and the like, made music less 
important than nermally. 


Free Show for Windsors, 


TA Collects Its 15%, 


Duke and Duchess of Windsor or 





| not, it’s all the same to Theatre Au- 


in the cast are Ned Sparks and Jed | thority—15% 


Prouty, but they are remaining east. | 


by Johnny| Sponsors of the Cotillion Ball at the 


of the gate for actor 
charities if for-free talent is used. 
Walk orf-Astoria, N. Y., last Friday 
(24) evening, learned that to their 
sorrow Saturday morning. 

When Edward and the Mrs. 
| showed up at the hoof-fest, someone 
|thought it would be nice if they 
| were properly entertained. So he 
| went downstairs in the Waldorf and 
brought up Paul Draper, currently 
working in the Wedgwood Room, 
who performed for the Windsors. 

Alan Corelli, exec secretary of 
TA, got wind of the affair and 
Coin was 


promptly put the bite on. 
promptly paid. 




















ere 
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POOR B’WAY CROP FOR PIX 





Par’s $1,500,000 Worth of Story Buys 
Soon Due to Undergo Acid BO. Test 








Course embarked upon by Para- 
mount about two years ago in buying 
important and expensive plays and 
books is about to undergo the acid 
test of the boxoffice. Studio has tied 
up $1,500,000 or more in story prop- 
erties and will shortly have a good 
idea of whether or not the invest- 
ment of that kind of coin is worth- 
while to it. 

Proof will lie in the results of four 
pictures. One has just gone into re- 
lease and the others are in the edit- 
ing stages now. They are ‘Hold 
Back the Dawn,’ made from a story 
by Ketti Frings,, for which Par paid 
$10,000; ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ B. G. 
de Sylva’s smash musical, which cost 
the studio~ $150,000; ‘Reap the Wild 
Winds,’ Thelma Strabel’s Satevepost 
serial, representing another $25,000, 
and ‘Bahama Passage,’ made from 
Nelson Hayes’ novel, ‘Dildo Cay,’ 
which set Par back $10,000. 

That’s only a beginning, however, 
to what Par owns in the way of top- 
priced material which is in various 
stages of preparation. Success of 


Lode tee 


Line to the boxoffice of the 
Shubert, N. Y., was continuous 
for days prior to the opening 
Wednesday (22) of ‘Candle in the 
Wind,’ which stars Helen Hayes, 
Reviews were none too favor- 
able, so when the star left the 
theatre ufier the matinee Thurs- 
day and saw the line to the b.o. 
still in evidence, she exclaimed: 

‘Good heavens, they’re all ask- 
ing for refunds.’ 

{P. S. They weren’'t.] 


MORE THAN 15 
NAZI PIX MAY 








the four films, though, may have a 


GET U.S. OK 


lot to do with how freely the Par| 


exec board sanctions the laying out} 
of further heavy sugar. 
There were several 
course, for Par entering the 
big property buyers, which Metro 
and Warner Bros. had practically 
(Continued on page 53) 


COHAN IMPROVES, SENDS | 
BROADWAY HIS REGARDS 


George M. Cohan is improving at 
the Flower-Fifth Avenue hospital, | 
N. Y¥., where he was recently oper- 
ated upon. Principal ailment was a 
double hernia. Understood that 
Cohan’s case is a three-step opera- 


reasons, 


tion and two incisions have already | 
Two blood transfusions | 
him | 


been made. 
are reported 
considerably. 
Ailment dates back 
he wrote and Soret 
Malones.’ That musical 
Boston and during a dress rehe: 


having helped 


when 


Merry 


to 1927 
‘The 


jumped into the part and was ac- 
corded a reception long remembered 
in the Hub. However, the exertion 


ealied for in the part was too much 
of a strain on him. He had not danced 
for 13 year: Report that he was 
overworked in ‘I'd Rather Be Rig 
produced by his former partner, a 
late Sam H. Harris, is incorrect. 
Cohan regarded that appearance as 
easy in comparison to that in 
*“Malones.’ 

The flood of messages and tele- 
grams continues from all over the 
country. Cohan’s message to Broad- 
Way is 


‘Give my regards to the gang.’ 


A Dream Come True 
Hollywood, Oct. 28 

George M Cohan’s life story 
“Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ goes into 
work at Warners Nov. 24 

James Cagney, onetime chorus 
boy, plays the part of Cohan 
Michael Curtiz directs. 


Veloz-Yolanda Chalk Up 
Neat $12,500 in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Oct. 28. 
One-week stand of dance concert 
headed by Veloz and Yolanda wound 
up Saturday (25) at the American 
theatre, sole legiter here, with a nice 
b. 0. take. Eight performances, with 


the house scaled to $2.80, grossed an | 


estimated $12,500, dandy because of 
Tain and hot weather. 
Crix tossed raves. 


Ephraim to London 


Lee Ephraim clippered to London | 


yesterday (Tuesday) to produce 
‘Claudia’. there. He will try and get 
Vivien Leigh for the title role. 
Ephraim’s current production on 
Broadway, ‘All Men Are Alike,’ with 


Bobby Clark, is closing on Saturday. ! 


of 
ranks of} 


| However, 


opened in 
irsal | 
Arthur Deagon dropped dead. Cohan | 


Fifteen or more German-made 
films which U. S. Customs authori- 
ties have been holding in cold stor- 
age for almost six months will be 
released shortly, it is understood. 
Customs men have been holding the 
films, which include a number of 
propaganda pictures, on various 
echnicalities. They’ve run through 
the book by now, however, and fear 
that they no longer can legally hold 
the films. 

It was hoped that with the urging 
of various anti-Nazi groups a law 


might be enacted in Congress by 
which these and future Reich-made 


pix could be permanently barred. 
there has been nothing but 
talk on the subject and 


page 54) 


some minor 
(Continued on 





RAINGER-ROBIN SONG 
ROYALTIES TO USO 


Hollywood, Oct. 28 


All royalties derived from the pa- |} 


triotic song, ‘Uncle Sam Gets Around,’ 
will be turned over to the United 
Service Organizations through a deal 


between ASCAP and the tunesmiths, 
Leo Robin and Ralph Rainger. 
Ditty is the 
thors, although 
‘Cadet Girl,’ on 
where they are 
published 


property of the 
sung in the picture 
20th-Fox 
contract. It 
Robbins 


the 
under 
by 


will be 


Cole Porter Undergoes Op 
| At Doctors Hosp, N. Y. 


» Doctors hos- 


n'tal N Y whnere ne nas vpeen Op- 


Imperial, N. Y 


V ich opens at tne 
tonight (Wed.). was suffering con- 
| siderable pain and it was necessary 
to remove a bone growth in his left 
leg. 

Porter was critically injured three 


years bot} being broken 
Doctors anticipated the present con- 


, 
ago, legs 


dition would result, although the 
right leg is normal. 


Many Metroites East 


| Metro currently has 
‘enough studio personnel 
|New York to turn out a 
| There are two producers 
|directors in the east as 
| flock of actors. 


virtually 
visiting in 
picture. 
and 


well as a 


They include Walter Pidgeon, Jo- 
seph Pasternak, Harold Bucquet, 


Maureen O’Sullivan, George Cukor, 


| Victor Saville and Herbert Marshal. | 


King Vidor 
tan shortly, 
vacationing 


is expected in Manhat- 
while Ruth Hussey 1s 
in Providence, R. L 


lot | 


two | 


‘NO NEW ENTRY 


ee 


Abbott and Freedley Musi- 


APPRAISAL TO DATE 





Sad state of the Broadway 
season to date is reflected in 
desultory inierest being shown by | 
film companies in past, present andj} 
future plays as potential screen ma- 
terial. Not one Broadway show has 
been bought by pix so far this sea- 
son and the prospects are glum. 

There are only two surefire pic- 
ture bets around and both are mu- 
sicals. They are ‘Best Foot For- 
ward,’ George Abbott's comedy of 
prep school kids, and Vinton Freed- 
ley’s ‘Let’s Face It,’ which lights up 
on Broadway tonight (Wednesday). 

Of the rest of current crop 


the | 


key’ is probably 


(Continued on page 40) 


HINTERLAND 
YENS LEGIT 





New Castle, Pa. 


Editor, VARIETY: 

One other thing I would like to 
| unburden myself of. 
|again, money is fairly easy, and the | 
folks in the hinterland are starving | 
for good shows. We get plenty of 
Gable and Lana Turner, Abbott and 
Costello, Andy Hardy and Dr. Kil- 
dare (but no dishes). What we want 
is legitimate shows. Of course we 
can go to Pittsburgh and get 
behind a post, drive home in the fog 
(Continued 52) 
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PRO GRIDDER’S GAME 
WORRIES 20TH-FOX LOT 


Holly Oct. 28 
Added to the usual worries at 20th 
Century-Fox is the physical condi- 
ition of its featured players When 
the studio got clippings of the sports 
writers’ panning of John Kim- 
brough in his first. professional grid 
appearance, 
lumbus Bulldogs 
company executives ordered 
get into condition or report 
the studio 
He st owed 
game Sunday (26) agai! Buffal 
so 20th-Fox will let 
commitment of two 


COCA-COLA LINEUP 


Lombardo, Duchin, Dorsey, 
Are Lead-Off Names 


au- | 


wood, 


game in New York, 
him to 
back to 
better in his econd 
him finish 


more 2 


Kyser, 
Kaye 


Coca-Cola begins its new radio 
program Nov. 3 with Kay Kyser’s 
orchestra and so far has its first week 


OLD TO fh WOOD 


cals Look Likeliest — the 
Rest of the 1941-42 Broad-. 
way Slate in the So-So Class! 


legit | 


of | 
newcomers to Broadway, ‘The Woo-| toria, Long 
surest of seeing! shortly 
celluloid inasmuch as Metro backed | U 


Times are good | 


the recent Yankees-Co-| 





,* 
> 


Too Much ‘South American Way 





Saroyan Speeds Up 


| 
—_ 


San Francisco, Oct. 28. 

William Saroyan, guesting on 
George Mardikian’s ‘Dinner at 
Omar’ show on KGO, said he 
has just finished a book tabbed 
‘Razzle Dazzle’ in which he ac- 
complished a year’s work in one 
month, 

Also that he’s now compiling a 
book of old Armenian proverbs. 


MAKE DEFENSE 
FILMS ATL. 1. 
STUDIO 














Eastern Service Studios, at As- 
Island, are expected 
to be taken over by the 


| quarters for making of soldier train- | 
| ing films. Paramount, which owns 
ithe studio, and Electrical Research 
| Products, Inc., which operate it, | 
| have been in huddles with War De- 
| partment officials on a deal, a Par 


exec revealed this week. 

One time used by Par for large- 
scale manufacture of features, stu- 
|dio has long been inactive except 
|for occasional use to film commer- 
cials and educational shorts. It is 
| well equipped and is figured as ex- 
| cellently-fitted for Signal Corps pur- 
} poses, 

Army’s Training Film Production 
Laboratory now centers its opera- 
| tions at Fort Monmouth, N. J., with 
a branch at Wright Field, Dayton, 
O., where air corps training pix 
are made. It’s understood that work 
would continue at Monmouth and 
Wright, with ESS supplementing the 


|; output. Shortage of personnel and 
equipment has caused the War De- 
partment to let out to Hollywood 
| studios the making of some of its 
‘films on a non-prifit basis. 

Should the Signal Corps close it 
deal for the Long Island studios it 
vill mark the closest New York city 
has come in the past several years 


LaGuardia’s 
production 


toward 
aim of 
east. 


GENE AUTRY’S $28,500 
FOR 19-DAY RODEO DATE 


$28,500 for 


achieving Mayor 
‘bringing film 


Gene Autry took down 


his 19-day run in the rodeo, which 
ended at Madison Square Garden, 
N. Y., Sunday (26), according to in 
side reports. Last year, which wi 


ls first with the outfit, ne was pak 


und $13,000 Singing horse ope! 


star oined up for the New York 
and Boston dates Rodeo moved to 

e latter stand from the Garden and 
ends the circuit there Autry has 
virtually completed preparations fo! 
nil own rodeo outfit 

Garden date hit capacity soon after 
opening and held that pace through- 


|of bands lined up. Guy Lombardo | 
| follows Kyser and in turn is trailed 
|'by Eddy Duchin, Tommy Dorsey, | 


Sammy Kaye. Sponsors of the pro- 


gram have set up a budget of ap-| 


proximately $10,000 weekly for the 
show which is to cover three bands 
weekly at $500, three at a cost of 
$1,000-and the Saturday night group 
}at $1,500. Rest is spread through 
{line charges, scripts, and to under- 
| write the survey—via which the 
| Saturday band will be selected. 

Dorsey’s shot, Nov. 6, will be) 
| picked up from the Cleveland Aud., 
| where he will be playing with the 
| RCA-Victor Dance Caravan. 


out the final week. Biggest take was 
Columbus Day, when the count was 
| $55,000 in two performances, 
| Carrying On 
Hollywood, Oct. 28 
Faith Brook, daughter of Clive 


May Muddle Hollywood Production 


Report that John Hay Whitney has 
asked Argentina to send an official 
observer to Hollywood studios to see 
that no errors in plot, etc., 
are made forthcoming pictures 
already has brought a protest from 
the Society for Americas on the 
Coast. Organization is made up of 
foreign department publicists of U.S. 
producers, They squawked because 
of the precedent such action would 
by other 


customs, 
in 


‘ve for Latin-American na- 
tions. 

Organization’s protest to Whitney 
pointed ouf that similar appoint- 
ments for all Latin-American nations 
would be necessary, thereby creating 
a bad situation at the studios in 
Hollywood. It was emphasized that 
this would mean some 22 nations 
all production and generally slow- 
ing up production effort. 

Nearly all major producers now 
have experts familiar with Latin- 
American affairs collaborating with 





| touching on the Latin-Americas. 


S. Army Signal Corps as a head- | 


| Boyer, 


Brook, goes to New York next week 
for a featured role in Dwight Wi- 
man's forthcoming Broadway legit- | 


Actress re- 
role in ‘The 


er, ‘Letters to Lucerne.’ 
lcently finished a film 


'Jungle Book, produced by Alexan- | 


der Korda. 

| Richard Barthelmess also has a 
daughter, Mary, in the Wiman pro- 
| duction. 


production staffs on every picture 
In 
| addition, the Hays office production 
code administration has one expert 
on Latin-American affairs going over 
every production before it gets into 


work Hence, the feeling of studio 
boys that such appointments would 
|} Only further muddle producing 
effort. 


‘SGT. KANIN’S U.S. FILM 
ON WHY FRANCE FELL’ 


Sgt. Garson Kanin says he’s taken 


‘a slight cut; from $21 a month. 
when I will be mustered out of 
active service, to $l-year man for 
Uncle Sam.’ He's now assigned to 


production of defense fitms. 

Among Kanin’s immediate chores 
is a picture, ‘Why France Fell,’ which 
he wants Eve Curie to write and 
narrate, and he hopes tc get Charles 
et al., to participate therein. 
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BIOFF’S OWN TESTIMONY BRANDS HIM 


PERJURER UNDER CORR 


Labor Leader Answers ‘Yes’ to Questioning That He 
Had Lied in Previous Testimony—Bioff’s Attacks 


EA’S QUIZZING 





v 


on Joe and Nick Schenck 


Willie Bioff was probably the, 
sickest man in all New York yester- 
day (Tuesday) afternoon. In just 35 
minutes of cross-examination, the | 
cocksure, chesty little guy, who had | 
spent the better part of two days 
calling a number of the top names In | 
the film industry ‘liars,’ was himself 
unmistakably branded a perjurer— | 
knotted up by testimony he himself | 
had previously given under oath. 

Like a B meller, the curtain came 
down with presiding Judge John c. 
Knox, in N. Y. federal court, scorch- 
ingly asking: 

‘Mr. Bioff. do you not feel bound | 
by the sanctity of the oath?’ 

Bioff made no audible answer. 
A second later, as, with court ad- 
journed, he walked from the witness | 
box to his counsel's side, red-faced | 
and glowering, he glared ominously | 
at the men who had brought him to | 
this, U. S. Attorney Mathias Correa. 

Correa, who had himself been; 
something more than flabbergasted 
through a steady string of denials by | 
Bioff. under direct examination, of | 
the ccse he had built up, gave no | 
indication he had noticed the labor | 
leader’s change of mien. He had| 
had the satisfaction of repeatedly 
forcing the IATSE leader to answer 
*Yes’ to his sharply put: 

‘Then those answers you made at 
that time under oath were not the 
fact?’ 

Bioff’s cross-examination came as 
a clifi-hanger finale to the 12th day 
of the trial that is in its fourth week 
in Federal district court in New 
York. Bioff and George E. Browne, 
prez of the IATSE, for whom Bioft | 
wes personal rep on the Coast, are} 
being tried on charges of labor 
racketecring. They got ‘more than 
$550,000’ from the major film com- 
panies, the Government contends. 
At Mondcy’s (27) session, Bioff con- | 
ceded this was in excess of $1,000,000. | 


Whitewashing Browne? 


Browne, incidentally, appears cer- | 
Earlier | 


tain for a whitewashing. 
testimony, when the U. S. was pre- 
sentin® 
him from knowledge of what was 
going on, and Bioff laid a thick coat 
of enamel over the whitewash yes- 
terday. His direct examination by 
Martin Conboy, Browne’s personal 
attorney, went something like this: 

‘Was Browne ever present when 
any of the transactions you have de- 


scribed occurred?’ 
‘No § ir.” 
‘Did you ever tell Browne of re- 


eeipt of any money?’ 
‘No sir.’ 


‘Did you ever tell Browne of any 
payments of money?’ 

‘No sir.’ 

‘Was Browne present when any 


eommissions were paid?’ 
‘No sir.’ 


‘Did you ever tell Browne of any 
ef these matters?’ 


‘No sir. 

*That’s all.’ 

Correa, his case obviously care- | 
fully prepared, took the wind out of | 
blusiery Bioff from the start with a | 
transcript of tesi ! he had given 
when aitempting to kave set aside 
his extradition to Chicago from 
Hollywood in the spring of 1940. He 
was forced at that time to serve out 
a@ six-months Jlinois sentence for 
pandering, which he had escaped in 
1922. 

Bioff’s authenticity as a witness 


hinged around a statement he made 


at the Chicago hearing that Mike 
Galvin hzd been his boss when he 
worked for the Teamsters’ Union | 


jn Chicago in the '20s. At Monday’s 
session he testified that Jerry Leahy 
had been his boss. 

Reason for saying in 
had been Galvin, Bio 
der Judge Knox’s questioning, was 
that Galvin had been a prominent 
Democrat, and Bioff wanted to 
press his friends in court with the 
fact he was a friend of Galvin’s. 

‘Did you hope to influence 
judge by that?’ Knox queried. 
stalled. 

Correa managed to get in 
question, too: ‘As a matter of fact, 
wasn’t Galvin a gangster whe was 


Chi 


the 


| prey. 


| fornia Assembly Interim Committee 


| 
killed in internecine gang warfare?’ | 
Bioff’s counsel objected and Judge | 
Knox upheld him. 
Damaging Evidence 
Next Correa dragged out a life 
insurance application which Bioff 
had made and affidavitized back in 
1926. On it, Bioff had stated he had 
been working for 10 years as super- | 
intendent of a brickyard. A few 
minutes earlier, under Correa’s ques- 
tioning, he had stated he had held 
no other job outside of the Team- | 
sters Union (except bartending for 
a short period) from 1923 to 1928. 
‘Were you ever employed as a| 
stagehand?’, Correa queried of his 
by this time somewhat bedraggled | 


| 
] 
| 
| 
} 


‘No sir,’ Willie replied. 

Correa thereupon brought forth 
transcript of testimony Bioff had | 
given under oath before the Cali- 


on Capital 
1937. 

‘Did you testify under oath you 
had been a member of the IATSE 
for 14 years?’ queried Correa. 

‘Yes.’ : 

‘Were you?’ 

‘No.’ 

Judge Knox “again came in, ask- 
ing: ‘Then why did you make such 
an answer?’ 


and Labor on Oct. 17, 





Willie’s ‘Souvenirs’ 





the William 
trial in 


process 


Noon recess at 
Bioff-George Browne 
New York found a 
server outside the courtroom 
door with another of the nu- 
merous stockholder actions 
naming Browne and Bioff as co- 
defendants with Loew’s. Process 
server couldn't come in tke 
room and Bioff hesitated to go 
beyond the vestibule until he 
had consulted with his counsel. 


‘Go ahead out and take them,’ 


advised Attorney Michael 
Luddy. ‘Add them to the other 
million suits against you. Put 


them among your souvenirs.’ 








to his mother-in-law on a train from 
Chicago to Kansas City. 


Regarding the $20,000, Luddy drew 
from Bioff that his wife had been 
left a sum about equal to that by her 
father. That was the money he gave 
Mrs, Laura Nelson, his mother-in- 
law, Bioff said. 


Farmer Bioff 


Courtroom began to sound like a 
farmer’s market when Bioff went 
into his real estate transactions and 
testified that the present price of 
alfalfa is $18 a ton, but that it had 
been as low as $12. He said seven 
cuttings this year will give him 700 
tons from the 80-acre ranch he owns. 
He paid $38,000 for the property, 
bought in two chunks, but had only 
put up about $8,500 in cash. 


‘For a bunch of Communists,’ All monies which have been de- 
Bioft replied. | scribed earlier in the trial as having 
‘Members. of the committee?’ | been paid Bioff were only given him 
Correa asked. |as agent and collector for Joe 
‘Yes.’ | Schenck, who used them for general 
Correa then brought out that Bioff | ose ee aged ae 
ad also st: at t | during his tenure on the stanc on- 
stig Prcmcclier poten m had | d8Y and yesterday. All this coin 
never been one. Chicago Local 2, was ‘promptly turned over to 


IA, of which Bioff falsely testified, | 
he was a member. It’s the one of 
which Browne was and still is biz 
manager. 

It was at that point Judge Knox | 
asked Bioff if he did not feel bound | 
by the sanctity of the oath. 

Much of the testimony under di- 


| rect examination by Bioff’s counsel, 


its case, partially absolved | 


that it 
admitted un- | 


im- | 


Michael Luddy, of Los Angeles, was 
designed to show that great personal 
friendship existed between Bioff 
and Joseph M. Schenck, and Bioff 
and Harry M. Warner. Correa took 


a brief swat at that—which will no} 


doubt be extended 
by forcing Bioff 
had publicly 


this morning—~ 
to admit that he 
blamed Schenck for 


| Causing his arrest on the escaped 


pandering charge a 
possible strike was to 
the IA in Hollywood in 1940. 

Bioff's testimony meandered 
through everything from how he had 


day before a 


spent Yom Kippur with Harry War- | 


ner (who had become faint at Bioff’s 
house and broken his fast with a 
glass of milk) to an explanation of 
the $20,000 which, it had been testi- 
fied earlier in the trial, Bioff gave 


' made right 


| . 
come tax evasion. 


be called by | 


| extras 











MAXINE SULLIVAN 


Whose rhythmic interpretations 
of Scotch ballads and other folk 
songs rocketed her to fame. Her 


current engagement at Le Ruban 


Bleu has been extended to 4 weeks 
Miss Sullivan 
theatres, cafes, night 
radio for the last eighty-four con- 
secutive weeks. 
Personal Management: 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 





GUILD SUES TO 


COLLECT FOR 
EXTRAS 


Los Angeles, Oct. 28. 
Action to collect overtime for film 
the Wage-Hour Law 
retroactive to Oct. 24, 1938, was en- 


under 


has appeared in 
clubs and on! 





FILM COS! TAX 
JAMS RESULT 
OF B&B. 


Although without Government 
confirmation, it is reported that the 
U. S. is planning to institute suits 
for income tax evasion against 
Paramount, Loew’s, 20th Century. 
Fox and Warner Bros., in connection 
with the George E. Browne-William 
Bioff trial. The basis of the suits 
would be that the majors deducted 
the monies paid the labor leaders 
from the income tax returns of the 
companies, as ‘necessary expences’ 
in running their business. 

Suits, if instituted, would follow 
the present trial of the labor lead- 
ers. 








FLOCK OF SHOWMEN 


DISCHARGED NOV. 1-3 


Ft. Monmouth, N. J., Oct. 28. 

Army training film labs lose «@ 
flock of professional talent with the 
discharge of the final 23 men over 
the 26-year-old category in two 
groups being released from service 
Nov. 1 and 3. 

Those being returned to civies 
Nov. 1 include Henry Gerzen, 20th- 
Fox cameraman; Donald H. Robin- 
son, CBS television writer; Joseph 


| Thompson, NBC producer-director; 


tered in Federal Court by the Screen | 


Actors Guild, with 14 companies as 


| defendants. Named in the suit are 


Schenck,’ last payment having been | 


before the former 20th- 
Fox board chairman came to New 
York last spring to stand trial on in- 


Commissions réceived by 
| bought by Metro was likewise turned 
| over to Schenck. Bioff said Nick 
| Schenck told him: 

| ‘We have a proposition to get back 
| 744% commission on our film, but 
| the unfair trade practice law makes 
| it illegal to take back any commis- 
sion. We must take advantage of 
| this 742%. Don’t you have someone 
you can trust? I can arrange a con- 
| tract with the agency.’ 

| It was thus, Bioff said, his brother- 
in-law, who had been making $35 a 


week as ‘salesman’ 
Aller. He later 
brother-in-law a 
crease, he said. 

‘Mr. Link’ 


for Smith & 
tried to get his 

$25-a-week _in- 
Bioff’s code 


was name 


| 


| 
Bioff’s | 
| stooges from Smith & Aller on film 


|which calls 


sal, 
Selznick, 
| Wanger, Srnall and Korda. 


Colitmbia, Republic, 


Paramount, 


Guild asserts that the studios have 
paid only straight time for overtime, 
contrary to the Wage-Hour Law, 


for time and one-half. 


| Suit demands an extra half-time for 


week as a fireman, started at $125 a | 


when Nick Schenck or Charles Mos- | 


kowitz (Loew's theatre 


head) | 


phoned from New York, Bioff said. | 


(Continued on page 25) 





Profits Will Be 





espite Upped Film Earnings, Net 
Cut Deep by Taxes 





Burkett Joms F. Warner 


Holywood, Oct. 28. 
Sam Burkett pulled out of Forum 
Films to rejoin Franklyn Warner, 


who is returning to picture produc- 
tion at Grand National studios. 

Warner sent Burkett to New York 
to arrange distribution deals. 


HURLEY’S DEAL WITH 





UA FOR THREE TINTERS ¢2:2ines, 





Harold 
produce three pictures in Techni- 
color for distribution by United Art- 
ists. Films will be of the outdoor 
type. to be made on the RKO-Pathe 


| lot in Culver City and financed by 


Bioff | 


the | 


Hurley himself. 

Another UA deal ready for signa- 
tures calls for the production of a 
group of pictures by Charles RB. 
Rogers. 


Hurley closed a deal to/| 


4 
— = 


Picture company financial 
while optimistic over current 
ings prospect in remaining 
| this year, presently are pointing out 
that deduction for taxes likely will 
cut deeply into netprofit shown for 
the first nine months this year, and 
for the complete financial year. Ap- 
plication of upped tax levies, passed 
recently in Congress, are expected to 
slash the film company net figures. 

Indicative of this trend is the sum- 
mary of 33 industrial companies 
reporting first nine-month 

While these companies 
|showed about 83% hike over 1940 
profits before federal taxes, after de- 


men, 


| ductions for these taxes they showed 
|less than 11% increase in earnings 
| after writing off taxes. ‘ 

Picture companies also will be con- 
fronted with writing off frozen 
coins in the foreign market when 
they come to figuring year-end totals. 
This total figure will show up in 
most instances only in the 12-month 
summary of earnings, being listed as 
year-end writeoffs. 








earn- | 
months | 


| 


| mum hours, 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| volved. 





all who worked in excess of mini- 


plus an equal amount 


as damages. Amount of the retro- 
active pay cannot be determined un- 
til the company books are audited to 
disclose the number of extras in- 
Wage-hour maximum was 
reduced to 42 hours a week Oct. 24. 
1939, and to 40 hours a year later, 


L. A. TON. Y. 
Wendy Barrie 
Harold Bucauet. 
Sam Burkett. 
Robert Burton. 

A. Ronald Button. 
W. E. Calloway. 
Margie Cantor. 
June Collyer. 
Stanley Cortez. 
Donald Crisp. 
Marlene Dietrich. 
Allan Dwan. 
Matty Fox. 
Llewellyn Gainsborough. 
John Garfield. 
Oliver Hardy. 
Olivia de Havilland. 
Rita Hayworth, 
Henry Herbel. 
Donald Hough, 
Ruth Hussey. 
George Jessel. 
Michael Kanin. 
Lew Kerner 

Ring Lardner, Jr. 
Jesse L. Lasky. 
Stan Laure]. 
Mitchell Leisen. 
Leni Lynn. 

Chico Marx. 
Arthur Menken. 
Rudy Monteglas.* 
Maria Montez. 
Alec Moss. 

Dale Nash. 
Maureen O'Sullivan. 
Gabriel Pascal. 
Joseph Pasternak. 
Walter Pidgeon. 
Fred Quimbv. 
Ernest L. Scanlon. 
George J. Schaefer. 
Martha Tilton. 
Nate Watt. 
Warren William 
Monte Wooley. 


20th, Metro, Warners, RKO, Univer-.' 
Roach, 
Goldwyn, | 


' actor; Floyd Foan, Metro lab staff 
' Roland 


| 
i 


| 


Herman R. Cohen, Schlesinger studio 
cartoonist; Raymond Parker, former 
Universal contract player; Richard 
Strous, freelance writer: Robert C. 


Rowe, Warner actor and assistant 
director; James Miele, Disney staff- 
er; and Richard Blake, writing 


credits at MGM and Columbia. 


To be released from service as. of 
Nov. 3 are Berkeley F. Anthony, 
Disney unit story director; Gran- 


ville Scofield, lead in ‘Li'l Abner’ and 
‘Terry and Pirates’ pictures: Austin 
Doyle, Technicolor sensitometrist: 
Robert B. Boover, Columbia 
sistant cutter; Franklyn Roche, legit 


as- 


Beach, 
cameraman and 


Warners 
sound 


second 
man. 


Studio Workers Earn 
$725,751 During Sept. 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
wage collected 
per week during the month 
of September, of $10,923 


weekly over August. Worke 
bered 15,250, an increase of 815 over 


Studio 


$725,751 


earners 


an advance 


rs nume 


the preceding month, according to 
the California Labor Statistics Bul- 


letin. 


} 
| 


| 


ber 


While the wage and employee totals 


were heavier, the average pay en- 


| velope was lighter by $1.93, owing 


to a lower average of working hours 
Weekly earnings per man in Septem- 
emounted to $47.59, compared 


with $49.52 in August. 


Hoblitzelle’s Post 


Austin, Oct. 28 


Karl Hoblitzelle, prez of Interstate 
Theatres, Inc., has been appointed 
|chairman of the Texas Centennial 


| 





of Statehood Commis 

He will head a group empowered 
by the lesislature to plan a 1945-46 
celebration marking the centennial 
of the Republic of Texas’ entrance 
into the union as the 28th state. 


sion 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Eddie (Rochester ) 
Miltc 1 Berle. 
Harry Cohn. 

Bing Crosby. 
Laird Cregar. 
Walt Disney. 
William Goldbeck. 
Lilian Harvey. 
Rita Hayworth. 
Wm. Rendolph Hearst, Jr. 
Leonard Joy. 

Andre Kostelanetz. 

Olsen & Johnson. 

Dick Powell. 

Frank V. Tayler. 

Mary Pickford. 

Harry M. Warner. 

John Hay Whitney. 
Dwight Deere Wiman. 
Barry! Zanuck. 


Anderson 


i 























_ Wednesday, October 29, 1941 


PICTURES 5 





DECREE COOLS HOT FILMS 





Joseph Bernhard Elected a V.P. 
Of WB, Will Supervise Both Sales 
And Theatres; Kalmenson Vice Sears 


,% 
wv 


+ 





Joe Bernhard was_ yesterday 
(Tuesday) elected a vice-president 
of Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., at a 
meeting of the board of directors, 


retaining the presidency of the WB- 
Circuit Management Corp. He will 
be officially appointed executive di- 
rector of all Warner operations at 
the home office, including distribu- 
tion as well as theatres. 

His new title will probably be | 
v.p. and general manager, and his 
duties generally the same as carried 
by Sam E. Morris several years ago. 
Bernhard is at present g.m. of the 
Warner circuit, numbering around 
400 theatres. 

He will probably appoint Leonard 
Schlesinger, his executive assistant 
at the home office, or Ted Schlan- 
ger, Philadelphia zone manager, to 
operate the theatres under him. 
I. J. Hoffman, New England WB op- 
erator, is also favored. 

Ben Kalmenson, already appointed 
general sales manager to succeed 
Grad Sears, would similarly super- 
vise distribution under Bernhard, 
with Harry M. Warner continuing, 
as in recent years, to spend virtually | 
all his time on the Coast. 


Realty Background 

Originally in the real estate busi- 
ness in Philadelphia, associated with | 
Albert Greenfield & Co. there, Bern- | 
hard came into the old Stanley Co. 
of America on realty work, subse- 
quently shifting to the Warner h.o. 
in charge of theatres in 1927. | 
is credited with having had much to | 
do with ‘staving off bankruptcy for | 
the company when dark times came | 
as result of the lease readjustments 
he made, theatres disposed of etc. 

Appointment of Kalmenson to the 
top distribution post in Warners was | 
not unlooked for in view of the rapid | 
rise he has had in the business, a 
joined Warners 14 years ago as 
salesman working out of the Pit ts. | 
burgh office, subsequently shifting to | 
Albany where he was quickly pro- | 
moted to managership of that branch. | 

Later he moved on to take charge | 
of more important branches, 

WB operates with two divisions, 
the eastern-Canada zone being in the | 
hands of Roy H. Haines, also an ag- | 
gressive salesman who has come up| 
through the ranks. 





| sales manager of the company head- 


| linking Jack to the western-southern 


2Cth’s Bottleneck 





Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Producers at 20th-Fox are in a 
traffic jam, with 26 scripts ready 
to shoot and no place to shoot 
them. 

All the sound stages on the 
Westwood and Western avenue 
lots are occupied. 


SAY FRED JACK 
MAY BE UPPED 
AT WB 








A successor to Ben Kalmenson, as 
western -southern division sales man- 
ager for Warner Bros., is expected 
to be set by the time WB hoids its 
Friday-Saturday (31-Nov. 1) meet- 
ing of its branch managers at the 
home office. This powwow was 
called by Kalmensgn and will be at- 
tended by numerous h.o. executives 
as well as the branch sales heads. 

Fred Jack, southwestern district 
quartering at Dallas, has been 
| prominently mentioned for promo- 
tion to Kalmenson’s former divi- 
sional post. Kalmenson denies that 
a decision has been reached, refus- 
ing to confirm any of the accounts 
divish. Jack has long been with the 
( Continued on page 23) 





GLEARANCE: SNAG 


—_—__~ 


Product Jam on Subsequent 
Runs Seen While Distribs, 
First Runs Haggle Over 
Terms, Thus  Nullifying 
Time Value of National 
Exploitation 





NO PANACEA 





Exhibitors buying product for 
subsequent situations fear _ that 
plans to show pictures while they’re 
hot will be stymied because of the 
clearance bottleneck looming under 
current consent decree _ selling 
methods. Belief is expressed that 
topical pictures will grow cold and 
the boxoffice value of high pressure 
national exploitation campaigns will 
be largely nullified during the time 
lost while distributors and first-run 
operators haggle over terms. 

Where distributors run into diffi- 
culties in setting a deal with first- 
run accounts in any given situation 
all bookings of product under nego- 
tiation are delayed. As a resuit, 
film availability is automatically 
blocked for the runs which follow, 
regardless of clearance or the press- 
ing need for pictures. Selling de- 

(Continued on page 20) 


WB PAYS OFF 
SEARS IN FULL 





Warner Bros. will pay Grad Sears 
the full amount of his unexpired 
contract running to next March, it 
is understood, but not expected that 
the balance of the termer would 





Lasky’s ‘Twain Confabs 


Lasky is in New York for 


Jesse L. 


| huddles on his next production for 


Warners, ‘The Adventures of Mark 
Twain.’ 

Lasky will confer with officials of 
the Mark Twain Association 
Howard Koch, who is doing 
screenplay. 


the 





Theatre-Dominance of WB Sales Now 


Stronger with 


Grad Sears’ bow-out from Warner 
Bros. as general sales head breaks 
up one of the slickest merchandiz- 
ing teams in the picture business, 
but S. Charles Einfeld continues 





in charge of advertising and public- 
ity. As president and vice-president 
of Vitagraph, Inc., the WB sales 
agency, both drew the same $104,000- 
per annum, 

The new setup, with Ben Kalmen- 
son the new sales head, creates with- | 
in WB aé situation that parallels 
other picture companies where the- 
atre men are in the top spots. Not 
only have former theatre men be- 
come keystdne heads of companies, 
in production as well as distribution, 
but the tendency in that direction 
seemingly grows. 

Thus, Joe Bernhard, head of WB 
theatre operations, and to be general 
supervisor of sales as well, falls | 
within that category. Kalmenson 
might be. considered ‘a Bernhard 
man,’ also giving the Warner sales 
operation the theatre perspective. 
The Warner exhibition adjunct has 
always showed up most favorably in 
comparison with studio and distribu- 
tion. It’s akin to Paramount's 1,200 | 
theatres being mostly responsible for | 
taking that company out of 77b. 

Bernhard, incidentally, was first 
choice for the United Artists presi- 

(Continued on 


page 23) 


Bernhard at Helm 


+ 





LEVEY MAY RETURN 


TO DISTRIBUTION 





Jules Levey, former general sales 


manager for RKO who went into 
| production on his own two years ago, 
|may return to the distribution field, 


it is reported. One major com} 


has sounded him out on 


high sales post 


On leaving RKO, with which he 


had been identified in sales for many | 


Pro- 
three 


years, Levey formed Mayfair 
ductions and to date haz made 


| pictures, independently financed. 


His third, ‘Hellzapoppin,’ is 
most ambitious effort and as a result 
of spending a reported $200,000 ad- 
ditional in added scenes, the invest- 


ment in this one will go over $1,000.,- | 
through which Levey | 


000. Universal, 
distributes, is selling it singly. It goes 
into the Rivoli, N. Y., first-run fol- 
lowing ‘How Green Was My Valley’ 


and | 


any } 


his | 


(20th) which opened there last nis me 
| 


| affect a connection elsewhere if he 
| made one. He was payrolied at 
$104,000 a year. Sears will vacation 
for the next month or two, he says. 

Under a proposed new WB deal, 
had Sears stayed on, he would have 
| had a cancellation clause terminat- 
ling it on a year’s notice, but WB 
also would have had the same privi- 


lege, except that if Warners ex- 
ercised the cancellation it would 
have to pay him $100,000. 


While Sears is said to have agreed 
to a new deal, the whole thing was 
called off largely, from accounts, be- 
cause Harry M. Warner desired to 
place Joe Bernhard over him in 
top administrative charge of both 
sales and theatres. 

Sears held the title of president 
of Vitagraph, Inc., the Warners sell- 
ing subsidiary, while oy Leserman, 
assistant sales manage who also 
resigned Monday (27), held the title 
of Vitagraph Co. He’s a 


man. 


| of v.p 
Sears 


| PETTIJOHN’S SECOND 
OPERATION IN A YEAR » 


Charles Pettijohn, general coun- 


|sel for the Hays office, is recuperat- 


accepting & 


ing at the United hospital, Port Ches- | 


iter, N. Y., following an abdominal 
operation last week. Decision to} 
operate car® suddenly. It is the 


|second operation Pettijohn has un- 
dergone within the past year. He 
will not be back in his office for at 
| least another two weeks. 

Same week he went to the hospital, 
| his secretary, Mrs. Mabel Parkhouse, 
suffered a broken rib while attempt- 
shoe in an awkward 


ling to tie her 
| ee 


Matty Fe ox wo N. 2 


National ‘release date for ‘Hellz’ is Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

| Dec. 26. Matty Fox heads east Friday. 
Levey has a fourth film in work,! (31) for homeoffice parleys on new 

‘Pardon My Sarong’ which will star} product. 

Abbott and Costello. Will be gone a month. 


FEARED BY EXHIBS 











Raftery’s Brushoff 


Anent reports that this or that 
picture man is being considered 
as the next president of United 
Artists, Ed Raftery, company 
attorney, observed that specula- 
tion of this type is being ‘in- 
spired with object of creating 
bad relations with producer- 
distributor chains and others 
within the industry.’ 

Raftery maintains that United 
Artists is not angling for execs 
currently with other companies, 
and that the business will con- 
tinue to be run by the UA board 
of directors indefinitely. 








YEAR MAY HIT 
$7,000,000 


With slightly more tuan two full | 
months to go, Wall Street hears that | 
Paramount will round out 1941 with 
the largest net profit for the corpora- 
tion since the pre-depression period. 
Par is expected to show around 
$5,400,000 for the first nine months 
ending Sept. 30. Predicated on cur- 
rent rate of income, full year should 
show $7,000,000 and may reach 
$8,000,000 if the company’s share of 
presently frozen coin in Great 
Britain is included. 

Present rate of earnings points to 
another divvy on the eommon before 
the end of the year. 


Schaefer to N. Y. 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
George J. Schaefer ended a 
month’s stay at the studio and left, 
last night (Monday) for New York. 








ico. 


PAR’S NET FOR 





Paramount s Home-Office Employees 
Assn Attacks the Pension Fund Pool 
Set Up for the Top 10 Par Officials 


The annual premium paid to cover 
a pension fund set up by Paramount 
for 10 of its top executives in 1937 
runs to $131,159.77, according to fig- 
ures of the Paramount Pictures Of- 
fice Employees Assn. of Greater New 
York, a company type of union that 
is seeking wage scales ranging up- 
ward from a $25 minimum. 

In a house organ the union is get- 
ting out, the 10 execs for whom the 
insurance pension is provided are 
listed as Barney Balaban, Stanton 
Griffis, Y. Frank Freeman, Neil F. 
Agnew, Austin C. Keough, Walter 
B. Cokell, Fred Mohrhardt, John W. 
Hicks, Jr., Russell Holman and Paul 
C. Raibourn. 

‘Under its amazing terms,’ the or- 
gan sets forth, ‘Balaban and Griffis 
may retire and receive pensions at 
the age of 60. The other eight em- 
ployees must wait until they reach 
the age of 65. At the inception of 
this plan, Mr. Balaban was an em- 
ployee of Balaban & Katz Corp. 
This company loaned his services to 
Paramount in July, 1936, to act as 
its president. Thus he had less than 
12 months of service when the plan 
was conceived. Stanton Griffis was 
a part-time employee for only six 
months before the plan became op- 
erative. Y. F. Freeman had only 

three years of service with Para- 


| mount.’ 





j 


Balaban, Griffis Salaries 
Continuing its attack, the office 
employees’ organ relates that ‘Bala- 


| ban received $325,331.55 in 1940, ac- 


cording to the proxy sent in May, 
1941, an increase of $67,896.19 over 
the amount of $257,435.36 shown in 
the 1940 proxy as his salary for 
1939.’ 

Griffis averages about two hours a 
day at Paramount offices, the union- 
eers claim, ‘when you take into ac- 
count the time spent on his broker- 
age interests, vacations in Florida 
and Bermuda, and on his yachting 
and fishing trips.’ Organ adds that 


| ‘for this part-time job he received, in 


1940, $52,000 plus liberal expenses.’ 
Citing the $131,159 paid in annual 
| pension premiums for the 10 execs 


RKO president recently returned) favore d by the plan, the Par office 
from a religious pilgrimage to Mex-| employees note that this ‘would give 


(Continued on page 27) 








COLLIER YOUNG CHUCKS 
RKO STORY ED. BERTH 


Hollywood, Oct. 28 
Collier Young, story editor at RKO 








for a year and a half, arranged an 


amicable termination of his con- 
tract, which had four months to 
run. He is negotiating for a nev 


| connection 

Nilliam Nutt, assistant, 
Young’s job until the studio picks a 
| successor. 


More Rehef Cottages 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Two more bungalows, the eighth 
and ninth thus far, have been do- 
|nated to the Motion Picture Relief 
| Fund’s Country House in Woodland 
Hills. 

Eighth is the Margaret Freeman 
| Cottage, given by Y. Frank Freeman, 
president of the Producers Associa- 
| tion. Ninth is the Artists Managers 
| Guile Cottage, pledged by Hollywood 
| film agents. 


assumea 











. 
| 
| 


UA Still Without a Prez; Boards 
East and West to Run Company 


With Grad Sears eliminated as a 
| possibility for the United Artists’ 
presidency, choice of the company’s 


owners for the job revolves around 
wo men. Rumor factories, which 
for months have kept up a steady 
stream of potential UA prexies, have 
run out of grist and the report is 
n hat the choice will be a ‘dark 
‘horse’ who hasn’t even been men- 
tioned for the post, 

Mary Pickford’s departure from 
New York for the Coast last night 
| (Tuesday) left David O. Selznick 
the only one of the quartet of UA 
owners in the east and the others 
have placed upon ‘him the burden 





of the final negotiations. Selznick 
hopes to pull out for the Coast on 
Friday (31). 

The stockholders are perturbed at 
the wavering morale in the home- 
office and field as talk and rumors 
about the company’s future runs on 
month after month and are deter- 


|mined to bring the situation to an 


| aged 


| 


| negotiations, 


end. They are somewhat discour- 
with results of their various 
feeling that the UA 


presidency is being used as a step- 


ping stone in his own company for 
every man approached. . 
Regardless of the presidency, what 


the owners did accomplish during 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Par’s 57 Theatres in Minn. Makes 
That Co. Most Interested in Test 
Suit to Upset Anti-Decree Law 





+ 
wT 
| 


Though RKO, 20th-Fox, Metro and| 
Warners are free to follow in the| 
footsteps of Paramount seeking per- 
mission to sell Minnesota outside of 
the decree, it is reported that this 
group may raise objection to the) 
hearing on Oct. 31 in N. Y. federal} 
court when exemption from the de- 
cree by Par will be considered. 

Operating 57 theatres of its own 
in Minnesota, Par probably would! 
like to see the other distribs take) 
the same step that it (Par) did last 
week, when getting an order from 
Judge Henry W. Goddard to show 
cause why the company should not 
be exempted from provisions of the 
consent so that it could sell Minne- 
sota accounts immediately. It wants) 
this exemption to sell in Minnesota | 
pending determination of court) 
action in the state testing the consti-| 
tutionality of the law engineered by 
Northwest Allied which would force 
full-line selling and an unconditional 
20% cancellation. 

While other distribs question the 
economic safety of trying to sell Min- 
nesota under its burdensome law, 
and also sell under the decree in the 
47 other states, Par is assertediy 
willing to take the gamble. Other 
consenting distribs are also somewhat 
fearful of prejudicing their court 
fight if they go into Minnesota to 
merchandise pictures under that 
state’s laws. Apprehension is also 
felt with respect to the possibility 
that similar laws might be encour- 
aged in other states if the distribs go 
against decree and sell in Min- 
nesota. 

Understood that while some or all} 
of the other four companies may ap-| 
ply for exemptions also, if it is 
granted to Par, that they may also 
decide to stay out and raise objec- 
tions to the steps Par is taking. Be- 
cause WB, RKO, Metro and 20th are 
members of the decree. Par was 
forced to serve the papers on them 
and they are free to make objections 
if they want to. 


Sections 3-4 


Par is said to have applied for ap- 
plication to be relieved of compli- 
ance with Sections 3 and 4 of the 











decree independently and is not in 
any way serving as a guinea pig in 
the matter in behalf of all consenting 
distribs. No general meeting was 
held nor did Par discuss the plan 
with the Department of Justice first, 
it is understood. 

The two sections on which exemp- 
tion is sought provide for trade- 
screenings, sales in blocks-of-five or 
less, nor forcing of shorts or west- 
erns, and arbitration. 

In any event, regardless of whether 
Par is granted decree exemption, this 
company and Metro will continue to 
provide 1941-42 pictures to Minne- 
sota Amus. Co. (Par) which operates 
in Minnesota and the two Dakotas. 
Circuit has what amounts to an auto- 
matic franchise with Par, and also 
has one with Metro which does not 
wash up until the end of the current 
(1941-42) season. 

Situation for all distribs is some- 
what of a burden, in that Minneapo- 
lis exchanges sell the Dakotas and 
northern Wisconsin under the decree 
and must continue to service those 
territories. Thus, while United 
Artists had planned closing its ex- 
change in Minneapolis, it has re- 


considered that plan because of other | 


business carried. 


Bulk of Minn. Indies Fear 
Being Forced Out of Biz 


Minneapolis, Oct. 28. 

Facing the prospect of being 
forced out of business in the rela- 
tively near future because of an in- 
sufficiency of the type of product 
needed to keep their theatres in 
full-time operation, bulk of Minne- 
sota independent exhibitors’ present 
hope is that the Federal court in 
New York speedily will grant the 
petition of Paramount to permit it 
to sell in Minnesota. 

Because the Paramount selling 
would relieve their serious product 
plight only partially, these panicky 
exhibitors, some of whom already 
have shuttered their houses or are 
only operating part-time, also are 
praying that Northwest Allied, spon- 
sors of the law that’s responsible 
for the present deplorable situation, 
is correct in the belief that, if the 
Federal court heeds this initial pe- 


(Continued on page 23) 


Coast Show Biz Charters 


Sacramento, Oct. 28. 
Three new show business corpora- 
tions were granted charters to op- 
erate in Los Angeles. They are: 





Floyer Films, Inc.; capital stock, | 


5,000 shares, par $1; directors: Ben- 
jamin F,. Glazer, James Lavine and 
Noel Singer. 


Entertainment Corp. of America, 
booking and film production; capital 
stock, 5,000 shares, par $1; directors: 
Lazare F. Bernhard, Clifford Elli- 
son and Clara V. Ellison. 

Eden Productions, Inc.; capital 
stock, 300 shares, no par; directors: 
Stanley N. Gleis, Mark E. O’Leary 
and Helen Wells. 


LAUGHTON LEADS OFF 





MORROS EPISODIC PIC 





Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Charles Laughton and his wife, 
Elsa Lanchester, play top roles in 
the first of six episodes in ‘Tales 
of Manhattan,’ the Boris Morros 
production which got underway at 
20th-Fox, directed by Julian Du- 
vivier. 

Lined up and under negotiation 
for the five other episodes are 
Charles Boyer, Rita Hayworth, Ed- 
ward G. Robinson, W. C. Fields, 
Irene Dunne, Joel McCrea, Paul 
Robeson, Ethel Waters and Eddie 
‘Rochester’ Anderson. 


Expect SEC Approval 
Of Pathe-Du Pont Swap 


With the Securities & Exchange 
Commission likely to act this week 
on the Pathe Film-Du Pont Corp. 
stock swap arrangement, approved 
by about 80% of Pathe sharehold- 
ers earlier this month, okay of the 
plan by U. 8S. Treasury officials is 
expected to follow soon afterwards. 
| This approval is expected within the 
next two or three weeks. 

Because the Pathe-Du Pont plan 
calls for the dissolution of Pathe 
Film Corp., as well as exchange of 
common shares and redemption of 
Pathe preferred stock, it naturally 
has taken considerable time for the 
SEC and Treasury officials to go 
into ramifications of the setup. 
However, approval of the proposition 
both by Pathe and DuPont has 
eliminated basic objections to the 
transaction. 











Thien’s St. Louis Blues 


St. Louis, Oct. 28. 

Taking of testimony was concluded 
last week in the local AAA Office 
in the beef of Victor Thien, indie 
exhib, against the five major dis- 
tribs and St. Louis Amusement Co. 
for discriminatory practices against 
his house. Thien is the first local 
exhib to yell for relief before the 
AAA. Operating the Palm, a North 
St. Louis subsequent run flicker 
house, he charged that the Aubert 
and Union, units in the St. Louis 
Amusement Co. chain, were given 
unfair clearance preference over his 
house, 

Thien’s beef is the sixth to be 
made here. One squawk, that of 
Louis Sosna, Mexico, Mo., exhib 
whose plea was nixed several weeks 
ago, has been lodged with the New 
York office of AAA. 








WB Wins 
Philadelphia, Oct. 28. 

Administrator S. Eugene Kuen on 
Friday (24) dismissed a complaint 
filed by N. Herman Bornstein, op- 
erator of the Hatboro, Hatboro, Pa., 
against the five consenting distribs. 
Kuen ruled that the seven-day 
clearance allowed the Stanley-War- 
ner Grove, Willow Grove, Pa., was 
‘just and reasonable. Kuen or- 
dered that the costs of the action be 
divided equally between Bornstein, 
the five distribs and the Grove, 
which had entered the case as an 
intervenor. 

The complaint filed by Columbus 
Stamper for the Rivoli, North 
Philly, will be heard Nov. 6. Ru- 
pert C. Schaeffer, Jr., a member of 
the University of Pennsylvania eco- 
nomics faculty, was named arbi- 
trator. 


UA DICKERING FOR 
RKO DOWNTOWN, DET. 


Detroit, Oct. 28. 

Possibility of United Artists mov- 
ing into a direct ownership of a 
downtown house here was in the 
taking of an option from Lester 
Briggs on the former RKO Down- 
town which last was operated here 
as an ill-fated theatre-cabaret ven- 
ture. House originally was built 17 
years ago as the Oriental, lies in a 
fairly hidden location in the loop 
area. and has been operated only 
spasmodically in the last five years. 

Harry Buckley, v.p. for UA, was 
in looking over the possibilities of 
setting up a first-run house, Present 
five first-run house lineup here finds 
three being operated by United De- 
troit (Paramount) interests, the 
Adams by Balaban and the Fox by 
the Skouras interests. It is the first 
move made by United Artists, which 
announced plans for a national cir- 
cuit some time ago, to take over an 
entire house. 

If the RKO Downtown fits into the 
plan, the former 2,000-seat house will 
have to undergo considerable altera- 
tions since the seats were. stripped 











out in the nitery venture. 





NW Allied Cant See Why Theatres 
Need Shutter Due to Pix Shortage’ 





Minneapolis, Oct. 28. 
Hinting that Minnesota 
| pendent exhibitors may 
damage suits against major decree 
distributors that eontinue to refuse 
| to sell in Minnesota, because of the 
state anti-consent decree 


Northwest Allied, the measure’s 
sponsor, in a statement to the news- 
papers, declares ‘there is no legal 
reason why any theatre in Minne- 
sota should close for lack of mo- 
tion pictures.’ 

The statement, giving the inde- 
pendent exhibitors’ side of the pres- 
ent fight, precipitated by the dis- 
tributors’ resistance to the law, un- 
doubtedly is designed to prepare the 
public for possible wholesale clos- 
ings of showhouses and to enlist its 
sympathy for support. It vigorously 
denies the contention of G. W. Fin- 
ley, counsel for Paramount, in state- 
ments to the press and arguments 
before the court that the law is un- 
constitutional. 

Dragging the scrap out into the 
open for the lay public to be the 
judge and jury, Northwest Allied 





laws, 





declares that the decree companies 


. . | 
institute | 


can obtain Federal court permission 


inde- | to sell in Minnesota. 


Cases are cited allegedly showing 
that the consent decree has no 
bearing on the state’s power to pass 
the act and that the state law prop- 
erly supersedes the consent decree 
within the state. 

It also is claimed that Judge Hugo 
O. Hanft in District Court, in re- 
fusing to grant the temporary in- 
junctions against the law sought by 
the distributors, held it constitu- 
tional, although Finley and Davis 
Shearer, counsel for the companies, 
insist that the court did not actually 
pass on this phase. . 


UA Stalls Minn. Foldup 


Minneapolis, Oct. 28. 

United Artists has temporarily 
suspended the order to close its Min- 
neapolis exchange, and plans to 
move out of state are being held in 
abeyance. 

Move had been promoted by state 
anti-consent decree law which pre- 
vents company from selling in Min- 











nesota, 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Lavish praise heaped upon Mexican picts by Berlin newspapers recently 
caused no surprise among Argentine producers, who point out that they've 
been subject to the same kind of tactics for a long time. Nazi press, 
headed by El Pampero, Buenos Aires afternooner, has always tossed 
orchids at local productions and ridden down Hollywood films. Idea 
throughout has been to stress that the Goebbels-inspired paper is not 
Nazi at all, but simply patriotic and out to defend Argentina from *Yanqui 
imperialism as demonstrated by the cinema.’ 

Lavishness of the swastikers’ sugar is sometimes embarrassing to the 
local companies who face finger pointers certain that since the pictures 
are praised the companies must be in cahoots with der fuehrer. Fact is, 
local producers say, that frequently they don’t even send publicity ma- 
terial to the Nazis rather than face the kiss-of-death embarrassment, but 
that the totalitarian rags cook up their own in order to ‘prove’ friendliness. 
Word from Mexico that Nazis were planning to show Mex films in Ger- 
many brought nothing but guffaws from B. A. Explanation is that such 
a lure won’t convince any who really trouble to look into the situash. 
Even in Spain the Axis’ little brother, very few Argentine-mades are 
shown despite the fact that B. A. admittedly heads the Latin picts-making 
world, 








Those in Bob Gillham’s publicity department at the Par h.o. working on 
long-range planting were not asked to go to the Coast for the*meetings on 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ 10 days ago, but all of Alec Moss’ field exploitation 
men were brought out at considerable expense. Odd angle is. that the 
exploiteers do not have to work so far ahead on pictures as home office 
publicists who handle magazines, wire services, photo services, etc. 

‘Louisiana’ has been completed but probably will not be released until 
around the holidays or beyond. If not sold singly, a possibility, it will 
probably fall into Par’s fourth group. The third is not yet made up. 
Sales campaign on film will be discussed at a district managers’ meeting 
to be held in Chicago Nov. 14-15-16, presided over by Neil Agnew. 





RKO rose from legal obscurity in N.Y. federal court Friday (24) and 
after a few gasps sank back again into oblivion. The cause of the resur- 
rection was the authorization by Judge William Bondy to Irving Trust, 
former frustee, to pay $8,892 to the company. The trustee had retained 
monies at the conclusion of the reorganization in March, 1940, to pay con- 
tingent expenses, and the sum now tendered to RKO is the last in the 
hands of Irving Trust. ' 

The trustee was also authorized to cremate a number of papers which 
are now worthless and had belonged to RKO. Their identity was not 
disclosed. 





Litigation that has occupied the Wisconsin courts for nearly four years 
as result of the LaCrosse Theatres, Inc., $1,470,000 anti-trust suit against 
Paramount, 20th-Fox, United Artists, et al, was finally ended this past 
week. After the suit itself was thrown out of court in Madison, Wisc., by 
Judge Patrick T. Stone when plaintiffs, Frank Koppelberger, v.p. and 
g.m., and William Burford, pres., failed to appear, their legal rep, Robert 
A. Hess, brought suit against them for*$13,500 allegedly due him for fees. 
This action was slated to go to trial tomorrow (Wednesday), but a settle- 
ment satisfactory to both sides was reached and notice of dismissal of 
the suit was filed Thursday (23) in the LaCrosse circuit court. 





Carol Bruce did not take to the cameras as had been expected in Uni- 
versal’s ‘This Woman Is. Mine.’ In fact, it is understood, she loomed so 
disappointingly in closeups that several company officials advocated screen- 
testing before spotted in another film so that the photogenic qualities 
might be brought out. U execs are sold on the idea that it was mostly 
a matter of camera angles. 

Resulting test at the studio was so satisfactory that Miss Bruce was 
immediately assigned to the Abbott-Costello comedy feature now in pro- 
duction. In this advance rushes indicate she is showing up in much the 
same manner as the initial tests which prompted U to signature her. 





Single bills in film houses are approximately a 60-40 choice over double 
features in Los Angeles, according to The Front Door Ballot Box, a house- 
to-house poll conducted by the L. A. Times. Actual count was 60.9% for 
singles and 39.1% for duals. A breakdown of the poll showed a vast 
difference between the preferences of fans with high and low incomes. 
In the upper financial brackets it was 21% for doubles and 79% for singles. 
In the lower wage class it was 85% for double-headers and 15% for solos. 








‘Ethan Frome’ for Bette |NOTABLES APPEAL NIX 
And Massey at Warners ON ‘FORGOTTEN VILLAGE’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. | 


Edith Wharton’s novel, ‘Ethan 
Frome,’ is slated as a co-starrer for 
Bette Davis and Raymond Massey 
at Warners. 

Filming 
‘In This Our 
starrer. 


Albany, Oct. 28. 

Fifty-odd pages of a printed appeal 
by Pan-American Films, Inc., on 
| John Steinbeck’s and Herbert Kline’s 
‘The Forgotten Village,’ which was 
rejected by the Motion Picture Divi- 
sion, State Education Dept., because 
certain scenes are ‘indecent and in- 

Massey starred in MacGordon’s | human,’ contain indorsements by list 
Broadway stage production of | of distinguished people. They in- 
‘Frome’ some seasons ago. clude Mrs. Franklin Delano Roose- 
velt, Marc Connelly, Dolores Del Rio, 
Fredric March, the National Board of 
Reviews, and many others. 
| Censors are expected to hear the 
pape Nov. 12. 


follows completion of 
Life, next Davis 








Par Revives Hip-Waver 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
Paramount is taking ‘Hula,’ an old 
Clara Bow picture, off the shelf as a 
starrer for Dona Drake, the young- 
ster who danced and sang in ‘Louisi- 
ana Purchase.’ 
Monta Bell is 
story. 





Music Hall’s Lineup 





Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., has 
deals set on pictures that will prob- 
ably take it up to the holidays and is 
also negotiating for ‘Ball of Fire’ 
(Sam Goldwyn-RKO). * 

In addition to ‘Appointment for 
Love’ which the Hall bought from 
Universal and plays next, pictures 
on the books are ‘One Foot in 


modernizing the 





Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, Oct. 28. 


: : : Heaven’ (WB), ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) 
_Jrving Rapper's director option | and ‘Men in Her Life’ (RKO) in that 
lifted by Warner’s. order : 


Bobby Connelly inked one-year 
pact as dance director at Metro. 

Owen Crump’s writing ticket re- 
newed by Warners. 


RKO Product Deals 


Among RKO product deals of the 
past week are contracts with the 

Albert Maltz signed to scripting | Malco circuit in the south for the 
contract by Paramount. second group; Robb & Rowley, in 

John McGuire drew new player | Texas and the Associated Circuit in 
ticket at RKO. Ohio, these circuits covering both 

Trudy Marshall, Powers groups or 10 pictures. Number of 
inked contract with 20th-Fox. theatres involved in these three 

Sharon Dougias inked player con- | deals are 215. All deals were closed 
tract with Edward Small. in the field. 


model, 
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Shif ting Population, Because 
Of Defense Workers, Hits Exhibs 


A 
vr 








Chicago, Oct. 28. 

Shifting population trends as a 
result of defense work has some of 
the major chains worried about thea- 
tres in states where virtually no war 
industries are established. Wisconsin 
and Montana, among others, where 
National Theatres is firmly en- 
trenched, are currently regarded as 
danger points, conditions there be- 
ing carefully watched with a view 
towards adjusting admission scales 
at first sign of any large scale drop 
in grosses. 

Though theatres have not yet been 


adversely affected to any great ex- 
tent, general economic conditions in 


states without war industries are 
not encouraging, some non-defense 


industries having let out large num- 
bers of workers. Large scale exodus 
to the armament centers has depopu- 
lated some areas. 

Major operators are keeping daily 
tab on all economic indices in terri- 
tories affected and maintaining up- 
to-the-minute statistical charts on 
states where house policy revision 
will likely become necessary before 
long. 

Giving theatre operators addi- 
tional cause for worry was state- 
ment in Chicago last week by Floyd 
B. Odlum, director of the contract 
distribution division of OPM, that 
he was afraid more than 20,000 
small manufacturing plants in vari- 





ous parts of the U.S. will be forced 
to close down under pressure of the} 
war program. Odlum pointed out 
that 20,000 businesses died almost | 
Overnight in England when 
started. 

Though many industries have 
been revitalized as a result of the 
war program, additional volume of 


war | 


theatrical biz in boom areas does not | 


satisfy chain units in the priority- 
stricken territories. 








SPAB’s Effect 

Threat to small business enter- 
prises, as result of the operation of| 
SPAB priorities, is being watched 
closely in the trade because of re- 
percussions that might be caused 
at the theatre boxoffice. New York 
financial observers indicate that | 
many smaller businesses in nearly | 
every part of the U. S. fear that} 
strict adherence to priority ruling: 

without compensating relief of some | 


gu 


sort, is certain to shut down their | 
plants, throwing thousands out of | 
work. Even the threat of such 


. ‘ . : | 
closings is being reflected in several 


smaller communities by a dip in 
theatre attendance. 

Latest threat to the dislocation 
of small business firms was reported 
last week as caused by office and 
clerical help leaving for better pay- 
ing jobs, either in defense indus- 
tries or with Government service 
branches. Prospect of higher sala- 
aries and prospect of advancement 
is stripping numerot mall b 
nesses of such type office employee 
with this dislocation already hurt 
ing small business. 


CARTER BLAKE EASES 
KATH BROWN’S CHORES 





head David O. Selznick’s talent de- 
partment will take the scouting | 
duties from Katharine Brown, who 
has been combining them with her 


activities as eastern story editor. 
Blake will have offices on both 
coasts. 


Blake has been general manager 
for and associated in legit production 
with Alfred de Liagre, Jr., who pro- 
duced ‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ for Metro 
last season. In addition, Blake was 
stage director for Selznick’s summer 
stock company at Beis Barbara and 
for several years has been director of 
the American Academy of Dramatic | 
Arts. | 





| Kirkpatrick 


| federal 


Appointment of Carter Blake to | 
| 


Home Defense 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Model airplanes made by the 
20th-Fox engineering and effects 
departments for ‘ A Yank In 
The R.A.F.’ are beginning to pay 
dividends. 

Built at a cost of $10,000 to 
stimulate American, British and 
German war planes, the models 
are in such heavy demand by 
other studios that there is .a 
waiting list. 


LANSDOWNE VS. WB BY 








NO MEANS A DEAD SUIT 





Philadelphia, Oct. 28. 

Philly’s Film Row was surprised 
last week when writ-servers arrived 
with subpoenas for exchange man- 
agers in the two-year-old suit of the 
Lansdowne theatre versus the major 
distribs. 

The suit, in which $210,000 dam- 
ages is sought, was believed to have 
been washed up last August when 
the Stanley-Warner circuit took 
over the house on a 10-year lease. 
This settled the matter as far as 
Warners’ was concerned. 

Negotiations were under way for a 
settlement with the distribs, and the 
case was almost marked ‘clused.’ But 
these deals apparently broke down, 


for last Wednesday (21), the process 
|servers arrived. The trial is listed 
before Federal Judge William H. 


and 


‘it will go on definitely.’ 

The Lansdowne, owned by 
Harrison - Ball - Friedman 
charged that the distribs and S-W | 
had entered into a conspiracy in 


the 


1937 when the house, formerly leased | 


to Warners, had reverted to its own- 


ers. At this time, the suit alleges, | 
the run of the house was moved 
back as soon as the Warner circuit 


relinquished it. 
are tripled, as provided by the Sher- 
man and Clayton anti-trust laws. 


The Lansdowne suit was the first of | 


parade filed in the Philly 
court Warners and 
the majors 


the big 
against 


Dietz’s Coast Stay 
Hollywood, Oct. 28. 


Howard Dietz is remaining at 
Metro until the end of November, 
| when Nicholas Schenck makes his 
semi-annual call at the studio. 


Dietz Is 
campaigns on 


discussing 
the company’s 


| group of pictures. 


according to Nor-| 
/man Ball, counsel for the Lansdowne, 


interests, | 


The damages claimed | 


advertising | 
new | 


WAR TAKES TOP 
BRITTON TALENT 


U.S. Picture Companies Don’t 
See How They Can Suc- 
cessfully Fulfill 25% Pro- 
duction Obligation in Eng- 
land, Starting Next April 
—Only High -Budgeters 
Click in American Market 








COMPETE WITH H’WOOD 





While most American major film 
companies are trying to take as much 
advantage as they can of higher- 
credit features that they make in 
Great Britain, continuance of the 
European war may force U. S. dis- 
tributors to seek further tempering 
of the British quota act in the near 
future. Growing feeling with sev- 
eral companies is that the new 25% 
restrictions set to become effective 
next April, coupled with increasing 
dearth of players as well as tech- 
nicians, makes the British quota 
law almost impossible with which 
to comply. 

Virtually every U. S. major com- 
pany now is concentrating on double 
and triple-credit quota features, 
costing $200,000 to $500,000 or more, 
in England in hopes of partially un- 
freezing coin tied up in Britain. But 
this is reported to be an increasingly 
difficult task because of the few 
available British film stars and tech- 
nicians. It has narrowed produc- 
tion on British Isles down to two 
or three features annually per com- 
pany, American firms having ob- 
tained an amendment to the original 
| 1938 quota act so that the law in- 
cludes a monetary basis for figur- 
ling quota film credits. This has en- 
abled U. S. companies to make fewer 
but more costly quota pictures with- 
out being penalized. 
expensive film counts for three credit 
productions while the minimum 
| budget picture goes only for one. 
| But with the percentage going to 
125% next April (it started at 15% 
| back in 1938, when the law went into 





(Continued on page 27) 





SHANGHAI COIN DELAY 





Chinese-U.S.-British Parleys Hold 
Up Yank Pic Remittances 
Temporary len of U.S. film dis- 
tribution coin in Shanghai was re- 


American 


ported last week by major 
distribs. 
Delay caused by negotiations on a 


triple agreement 
' ; . + . + 
U.S. and British interests 





Thus the more | 


} 


ASK FURTHER QUOTA RELIEF 





Britain Unfreezing $16,000,000, Or 
Half of U.S. Film Coin Now Blocked 





De-Fuzzing Phizzes 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 


Constance Bennett, who is in 
the cosmetic business as a side 
line, is chairman of the Holly- 
wood division of the ‘Shaves for 
the Boys’ drive. The gals won't 
shave the soldiers in person, like 
lady barbers, but they are rais- 
ing money for shaving kits. 

Hollywood's committee mem- 
mers include Linda Darnell, 
Peggy Moran. Carole Landis, 
Phyllis Brooks, Margaret Lind- 
say, Arleen Whelan and Jane 
Frazee 


ROSE, MILDER, HARLEY 











SCHEDULE U. S$. TRIPS. 





Three chiefs of American film 


companies in Great Britain are 
slated for U. S. trips shortly. Visits 
are officially designated as ‘vaca- 


tions’ for the purpose of spending 


i Christmas-New Year holidays with 


their families in the U. S. How- 
ever, there are reports that the real 
purpose of the visit is so homeoffice 


executives and financial men can get | 


a summary of quota production and 
the money setup as it currently ex- 
ists in Britain. ° 

David Rose, Paramount’s man- 
aging director and head of produc- 
tion in Britain, is scheduled to come 
over in November although he was 
in the U. S. during the past summer. 
Max Milder, Warner manager on the 
British Isles, also is making prepa- 
rations for a trip to N. Y. within 
the next month. Intention of Fran- 
cis L. Harley, 20th-Fox 
director in Britain, to spend the 
holiday season in N. Y. was revealed 
about a week ago. All three British 
chiefs do not plan returning to Lon- 
don until some time in January. 





Foy’s New Paving Job 


Oct. 28. 


Hollywood, 


Bryan Foy ordered a rewrite on 
‘Highway to Hell,’ originally slated 
| to roll yesterday (Mon.) as his first 
production at 20th-Fox. Sam Hell- 
man is revising the script, postpon- 
ing the shooting for six weeks. 

Pat O’Brien, Nancy Kelly and 
Carole Landis top the cast, with a 
spot left open for a romantic lead to 
substitute for Victor Mature, who 
has gone over to ‘Song of the Is- 
land. O’Brien fills the wait with 


A 
' the lead in 


‘Trinidad’ at Columbia 
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New pacts on British frozen coin 
were inked by American film com- 
pany executives this week, covering 
unfreezing of half of about $32,000,- 
000 presently blocked in London and 
covering the new year starting Nov. 
1. In forthcoming 12-month period, 
eight U. S. majors will receive up to 
$20,000,000 revenue from Britain, or 
approximately half of anticipated 
$40,000,000 earnings from British 
Isles, following deduction of opera- 
ting expenses. 

While the pact for dislodging pres- 
ently frozen funds (over the past 
two years) calls for remittance of 
half of total, N. Y. major company 
executives have been working in re- 
cent weeks to ascertain this exact 
total. Latest estimate is that it will 
be $32,000,000 or slightly over that 
sum, with exact figure likely not to 
be known till Friday (31), 

Most satisfactory 
frozen money 


portion of new 
arrangement is that 
the major companies receive ap- 
proximately $8.000,000 in remit- 
tances from England during the next 
few weeks, with the additional 
$8,000,000 or near that figure within 
six months. This comes from the 
total sum of now blocked revenues 
in London, representing U. S. dis- 
tributor income over the past two 
years still held in Britain. 

Many companies were disappointed 
with the $20,000,000 set for the com- 


| ing 12-month period because this is 


only $1,000,000 improvement over the 
first-year coin agreement which was 
around $19,000,000 for the eight com- 
panies ($17,500,000 for seven majors, 


| Universal’s being figured separately). 


| mittance, 


managing | 


U. S. distribs asked for full 100% re- 
which would have been 
likely as high as $40,000,000. 
However, the attitude of foreign 
chiefs is that Great Britain feels that 
dollar exchange still must be pro- 


| tected, money pacts representing all 


| dollar 


liam Gallagher, 
| mistaken 


' American Boys,’ 


| because 
| also 


it can permit to leave Britain under 
wartime exigencies. Arguments of- 
fered by distributors in getting as 
much as they did were that films 
should come under the lease-end law 
wartime morale builders; 
that the lease-lend previsions 
eliminated Britain’s crying need for 
exchange. 

Final negotiations were carried on 
in N. Y. by major company chief ex- 
ecutives and counsel, with next dis- 
cussions to be on how the money 
should be divided among the eight 
companie Will Hays headed the 
majors, with U. S. distribs having un- 


tiring assistance from the U. S. State 
Department and reps in London, 
Also the film companies were repre- 


sented in London by F. W. Allport, 


Hays office regular correspondent for 
the British Isle 

Second year coin pact ending this 
month permitted major to take 


$12,900,000 from British Isles. 
teublic, Monogram and Producers 
Releasing Corp principal  inde- 
pendent companies, obtained the 
same basic arrangement as the U. S. 
This was viewed 
by these indies as satisfactory as 


could be expected inder circum- 


major distributor 


he did not like the 


remitted Reason fot 
that } ‘ 1¢ Aan‘ .* 
were only becoming established 
dad used for iveraging, 
aoe not repre it the 


capacity currently) 


ROMANS DID IT T00, 
PIRACY SUIT QUASHED 


Los Angeles, Oct. 28. 

Ben Dolberg’s $150,000 plagiarism 
suit against Paramount was tossed 
out of Superior court by Judge Wil- 
who ruled that the 
identity theme, on which 
the suit was based, dates back to the 
Roman writer, Plautus, 184 B. C 

Author claimed his story, ‘All 
had been infringed 
' by the Paramount picture, ‘The Quar- 
terback.’ 


true business 
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CINEMA SUPPLEMENT TO THE FOUNDATION NEWS 


By PAUL ROGERS, MANAGER COMERFORD THEATRE 
















A Program Guide Published Each Week for the 
Foundation’s Guests at Their Comerford Theatre 











Picture Ratings are From Personal Previews i, tale, ith | ay 
or Composite of Leading Critics’ Opinions. 5 Ming OY Be 
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Warm Springs, Gae 
October 8, 1941 


Editor 
Variety 


Dear Sirs 


As an exhibitor who tries to make his shorts 
mean as much to audiences as the features it isa 
pleasure to note your “Resume of Best September 
Shorts” in film review section. 


Except for this I know of no shorts reviews 
that are unbiased by producer advertising. My 
sole source of information has been personal pre- 
views or consultation with a shorts booker of a 
big chain. Both these methods of obtaining honest 
information are impractical for the average exhibi- 
tore 


There are enough good-to-excellent short sub- 
jects released each year to fill out the exhibitor's 
two hour programs, with plenty left over. This ine 
cludes a great variety - cartoons, sports reels, 
special subjects like Mineatures, Information Please, 
Screen Snapsnots, etc. I speak from the experience 
of booking three programs weekly for the past six 
years. Countless people during this time have com- 
mented on the excellence of our shorts program and 
asked "\ don't we see these good shorts at home" 
(theatres). 


Failing to have a practical way of knowing 
good shorts from poor ones the average exhibitor 
must, I imagine, book more or less in the dark ~ with 
the natural result. 


I certainly hope your shorts reviews will be a 
regular feature of weekly VARIETY and that, if prac- 
tical, it may be enlarged to include all shorts re- 
leases that rate fair-plus, good or excellent. 


Incidentally, your reviews of features form an 
important part of my estimates for booking them. 


Very_tr urs, 


re | 


paul Rogers 
c/o Ga. Warm Springs 
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Wednesday, October 29, 1941 


VARIETY 





a ees Green Was My 
Valley 


) Century-Fox release of Darryl F. 
m...¥ production. Features Walter Pid- 
geon, Maureen O’Hara, Donald Crisp, Anna 
Lee and Roddy McDowell. Directed by 
John Ford. Based on novel by Richard 
Llewellyn. Screenplay, Philip Dunne; music, 
Alfred Newman; camera, Arthur Miller; 
film editor, James B. Clark. Tradeshown 
















in N. ¥., Oct. 27, '41. Running time, 120 
NS. 
9 Grumtyee. coccccccoecee. Wamer Pidscen 
Angharad....--essseeeeees Maureen O'Hara 
Mr. Morgan......+++++++e++++-Donald Crisp 
Bronwen.....+++++ eceseccecccosccss Anna Lee 
Huw. ...-+- oeetesboseoeds Roddy McDowall 
TantO...cesececeecceces ecossees-JOhnN Loder 
Mrs. Morgati.....-. eeeeeccesees Sara Allgood 
Cyfartha....--+++:. Prreerey Barry Fitzgerald 
SEES seeeese-Patric Knowles 
Welsh Singers.. eceeseecece Themselves 
Mr. Jonas.....- -+.».Morton Lowry 
Mr. Parry... .- Arthur Shields 
CeiMWeN...-cceecececcrersrececes Ann Todd 
Dr. Richards .Frederick Worlock 
DAvy..ccccccesece ..--Richard Fraser 
Gwilym......eeees --Evan 8S. Evans 
OWOR. cesses 080Ss6eeoene ...James Monks 
Rai Bando.......++.++- .. Rhys Williams 
MervyD...cecccccccscecsveces Clifford Severn 
EVA... 6. eee eeererrevcees ...-Lionel Pape 
Mra. Nicholas. ......sseeeeeees Ethel Griffies 
Motshell. .. 6. cccccvvccrcvccseses Dennis Hoey 
Iestyn EvanB......-+-+eee0- Marten Lamont 
Meillyn Lewis..... Coeerecorenes Eve March 
Ensemble Singer..........+++ Tudor Williams 





‘How Green Was My Valley’ is one 
of the year’s better films, a sure- 
fire critic’s picture and, unlike most 
features that draw kudos from crix, 
this one will also do business. 

Based on a best-selling novel, this 
saga of Welsh coal-mining life is 
replete with much human interest, 
romance, conflict and almost every 
other human emotion to match up to 
cinematic standards for all audiences. 
It’s a warm, human story that Rich- 
ard Llewellyn has wi ought basically, 
and the skillful John Ford camera- 
painting, from a fine scenario by 
Philip Dunne, needed only expert 
casting to round out the job. In 
this respect the picture is extremely 
fortunate. 

Performances are impressive all 
the way: fine yet forceful, punchy 
yet almost underplayed in their 
deeper meanings, gay and bitter, ro- 
mantic and frustrated in properly 
arresting shades and mcods, colors 
and contrasts. All the way it’s an 
exposition of the cinematic art that 
pars the best. 

For one thing, Donald Crisp and 
Sara Allgood, as Pa and Ma Mor- 
gan, the heads of the Welsh mining 
family, are an inspired casting. 
Walter Pidgeon is excellent as the 
minister: Maureen O’Hara splendid 
as the object of his unrequited love, 
who marries the mineowner’s son 
out of pique; Anna Lee, equally ex- 
pert as the soon widowed daughter- 
in-law. 

And, above all, there is a poten- 


tial new boy star in Roddy 
Dowell. The youngster may prove} 
this studio’s boy counterpart to 


Shirley Temple, an inspired little 
performer who has been in English 
films. He’s winsome, manly, and 
histrionically proficient in an up- 
right, two-fisted manner. 

The transition from book to screen 
also utilizes the first nerson singu- 
lar narrative form, with graphic ce- 
lineations of how green, indeed, was 
young Huw (pronounced Hugh) 
Morgan’s valley. as he recounts his 
life from childhood. Graphically 
and with full adequateness of scene 
and dialog there is unfolded the full- 
ness of the Morgans’ honest, God- 
fearing, industrial life span in the 
Welsh valley. 

There are four stalwart Morgans 
who, with Morgan, pere, each in his 


own generation works the coal 
mines. Domestic tranquillity, love 
of home, romance, the new 


preacher, the lad’s hazing at school, | 
the caning by the bullying teacher. | 
his decision to forego academic ad- | 


vantages and follow in the bitumi- 
nous footsteps of his nearest of kin, 
the buzz-buzz of meddlesome neigh- 
bors, the Welsh Singers (vocalizing 
as themselves) who are commande 
to Court for a Queen’s concert, the 
ready tankards of ale for the entire 
Valley, the unionization moves 
egainst lowerine wages and _in- 
creasingly distressing working con- 
ditions, the departure of two Mor- 
Zan boys to seek fortunes in Amer- 
ica—all this, and more, is shrewdly. 
compactly. appealingly translated 
into celluloid. 

It’s a film that holds mueh to re- 
member and it is this reminiscent 
qualitv that should create a very 
valuable word-of-mouth. 

The Welsh Singers’ rich and 
bust harmonics; the expert Welsh 
local color supplied by Rhys Wil- 
liams (of ‘The Corn Is Green’ and 
doing a minor bit in this picture). 
the expert Alfred Newman musica! 
setting, and all the other technical 
insredients totalize this production 
to an ultra achievement. Abel. 


Title Changes 


Holywocd, Oct. 28. 

‘Riders of the Bad Lands’ is re- 
lease title for ‘Outlaw Ranger’ at 
Columbia. 

‘Hit the Deck’ 
Leave’ at RKO. 

Metro switched from 
Americans’ to 
Sequel.’ 

‘Girl On the Hill’ at Metro, went 
back to its original title, ‘Kathleen.’ 

Metro switched from ‘Miss 
— Heel’ to ‘Design for Scan- 
al. 


became ‘Shore 


‘Ballad for 
‘Young Americans 


‘Doan of the U.S.A.’ is release tag 
On ‘Steel Cavalry’ at Metro. 


Me- | 


' 
ro- 


Appointment for Love 


Ho ood, Oct. 23. 

Universal release of n pre- 

Guction; associate producsr, haw. 
Stars Charles Boyer, Margaret Sullav: 
Directed by William A. Seiter. Screenp 


by Bruce Manning and Felix Jackson, based 
on original by Ladislaus Bus-Fekete; cam- 


era, Joseph Valentine; editor, Ted Kent; 
ass't director, Sew Webb; rights by 
arrangement with Charles x. ‘eldman. 


Previewed at Alexander, a Oct. 22, 


‘41. Running time, 88 MIN 

BRECO COME occ cc cnedsctosel Charles Boyer 
Jane Alexandef...... ..»-Margaret Sullavan 
arr Rita Johnson 
George Hastings............Eugene Pallette 
Edith Meredith...... eoccceniocs Ruth Terry 
Michael Deiley.....ccccccce Reginald Denny 
ON EE TE FI -++.-Cecil Kellaway 
£4244 5-0040008 600000 M. Kerrigan 
err apettas Roman Bohnen 
er Pooceosesece eeeece Gus Schilling 
ae betas coceccesens Virginia Brissac 
Martha...... 60 neseneeceeesees Mary Gordon 


With Charles Boyer and Margaret 
Sullavan providing a pair of persua- 
sive performances, in addition to 
generating double-power marquee 
voltage, ‘Appointment For Love’ is 
a neatly constructed piece of bright 
entertainment for adult attention. 
It’s an ‘A’ attraction from every 
angle, and due to spin the key run 
wickets at a merry pace, with re- 
sultant momentum for the _ subse- 
quents. 

While Boyer carries a gay charmer 
role to catch attention of the women, 
Miss Sullavan’s exceptional charm 
and ability sock over her perform- 
ance for strong influence on the men 
—resulting in double-barreled ap- 
peal which will pay off at the b.o. 
Producer Bruce Manning, who also 
collaborated on the script with Felix 
Jackson, points up the highlights of 
the romantic adventure of the main 
characters while injecting numerous 
refreshing episodes to the oft-told 
tale of newlywed problems. 

Boyer, a_ successful playwright, 
suave with the femmes, falls in love 
with Miss Sullavan, seriously im- 
mersed in the practice of medicine 
and with very novel and unusual 
ideas about marriage and continu- 
ance of separate careers. When 
their honeymoon is detoured by a 
hospital emergency call, the wife 
discovers her mate’s former love af- 
fairs but declares jealousy will never 
exist. 

Back in the city, Miss Sullavan 
takes a separate apartment in the 
same building with Boyer, explain- 
ing this unusual procedure in differ- 
ence in time schedules of their work 
and the only certain time together 
will be at 7 a.m. Situation created 
upseis Boyer, with tonflict between 
the pair raging in merriest mood, 
including setups for jealousies on 
both sides, until couple unwittingly 
switch apartments one night to ride 
; through to a rousing finish and the 
usual clinch. 

Picture is studded with numerous 
light and frothy situations that hit 
comedic peaks. There are several 
spots that will be caught by semi- 
sophisticates tuned into the double- 
entendre station; but these will be 
static to the less mature minds. 

William Seiter paces the direction 
with an expert hand, deftly timing 
the smmacko laugh lines and situations 
for brightest effect. Boyer handles 
his assignment with utmost assur- 
ance to add much to the overall re- 
sults. Miss Sullavan provides both 
charm and ability to her role of the 
serious medic who finally turns ro- 
mantic. Excellent support is pro- 
vided by Rita Johnson and Ruth 
Terry—an eyeful pair; stage produ- 





| cer, Eugene Pallette; Reginald Den- 
ny, Cecil Kellaway, J. M. Kerrigan 
and Gus Schilling. Walt. 
| Columbia 1 e of Wesley Ruggles pro- 
| duction Stars Barbara Stanwyck and 
Henry Fonda Features Edgar Buchanan, 
Roger Clar! Ruth Donnelly, and Melville 
Cooper Directed = by Wesley Ruggles. 
Screenplay bv Claude B nyon from. story 
| by Dalton Trumbo: camera, Joseph Walker: 
| editor, Viola Lawrence. Previewed in pro- 


jection reom. N. Y¥ 
time 93 MINS, 
Helen Hunt 
Peter Kirk 
| Rillines 


| Vandeme 


- Oct. 22, "41. Running 
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‘You Belong to Me’ has two or 
three episodes which should roll 'em 
in the aisles. In between there are 
| broad wastes of motion and words, 
|and impatience often overcomes the 
thirst for laughter. Not much above 
average entertainment and_e the 


in the same bracket. 

Before the studio settled on this 
title, the film bore the far more de- 
scriptive, if not as romantic, caption, 
‘The Doctor’s Husband.’ As a spin- 
;ner of comic notions the theme sug- 
| vested by the latter tag is a natural. 
| They’ve been laughing at gags about 
the doctor and his jealous wife 
|since ’way back and in this case the 
wife is the doctor to give it a reverse 
twist. So long as the story sticks 
to its comedy angle it beats a pleas- 
ant tattoo. But it veers off on a socio- 
economic tangent, the result being a 
sharp shift in mood and letdown in 
entertainment. 

The performances of Miss Stan- 
wyck and Fonda merit fulsome 
praise. Their strokes are keen and 
deft regardless of whether they’re 
|playing farce, romance, or the film's 





turnout at the boxoffice should fall | 


Miniature Reviews 


‘How Green Was My Valley’ 
(20th). A critic’s picture but 
one that will also get mass box- 
office support. 

‘Appointment For Love’ (U). 
Charles Boyer and Margaret 
Sullavan in excellent marital 
comedy; hefty biz indicated. 

‘You Belong to Me’ (Col). 
Moderately funny fable which 
will get about average returns. 

‘Weekend For Three’ (RKO). 
Fairly amusing marital comedy 
will pass acceptably for support 
in the duals generally. 

‘Swing It Soldier’ (U) (musi- 
cal). Liberal display of redio 
artists in B filmusical for sup- 
porting spots in the duals. 


‘Down Mexico Wavy’ (Rep) 
(songs). Gene Autry starrer is 
good entertainment: wil! do 
strong biz in regular Autry 
spots. 

‘Dangerous Lady’ (PRC). 
Overly smart whodunit, only 


good enough for lower half of 
some twinners, 

‘Gun Man From _s Boéie’ 
(Mono). N.s.g. western with 
Buck Jones, Tim McCoy, Ray- 
mond Hatton. 

‘Day In Soviet Russia’ (Art- 
kino). Interesting documentary 
film brightened by Quentin Rey- 
nolds’ pithy dialog. 








more serious moments. Audiences 
shouldn’t find it hard to accept Miss 
Stanwyck as the physician. Alco 
the process whereby she decides to 
give up her practice to be just a 
wife. Fonda, cast as a rich playboy 
who suffers a skiing fall and recov- 
ers with a medical wife. proves again 


that he is endowed with a hich flair 


for comedy. He is equally surefire 
in the romantic passages, and there 
are enough of these to go around. 
Of the supporting players Edgar 
Buchanan makes the most telling im- 
pression. His is the role of a 
philosophical gardener convinced of 
the futility of it all. As a nurse in 
the doctor’s office the fast-talking 
Ruth Donnelly makes the few gags 
assigned her count in a big way. 
Melville Cooper invests his butlering 
with expert touches of auiet humor 
and Roger Clark, as an ex-suitor of 
Miss Stanwyck, proves a satisfactory 
straight for Fonda’s roughhousing. 
The biggest laugh in the picture is 
one fellow slapping another on the 
rear. But the business leading up to 
it is cleverly developed and explains 
the reason. Another big laugh item 
is a sequence in which Fonda goes 
berserk when he discovers. that 
Clark’s hurry call for his doctor- 
wife turns out to be a house party. 
Fonda also is amusing in an earlier 
episode when he crashes his wife’s 
office while she’s treating a male 
patient stripped to the waist. 
Skilifully documented by the 
director are the husband’s jealous 
outbursts as well as those scenes 
showing the doctor-wife going to her 
office at an early hour while the 
rich young husband, with nothing to 
do, gives himself up to dark thoughts. 
When her husband’s jealousy’ finally 
becomes unbearable the doctor- 
spouse tells him she has no choice 
but to call the marriage off unless he 
can master his qualms. If, she adds, 
he would get something to do dur- 





out the brooding. Acting on this sug- 
| gestion he obtains a job as a haber- 
|dashery salesman in a department 
|store, but the ex-playboy’s identity 
is exposed and he is fired because 
of his wealth. Ali turns out well 


into a private hospital that is on the 
verge of bankruptcy. Odec. 


WEEKEND FOR THREE 


Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
Tay Garnett procuction 
Reis 


RKO release of 
Directed by Irving 








Screenplay by 





ing the day he might. be able cut | tion to her vocalizing 


when Fonda uses his money to buy | 


| recruited 











|} and Thurston Ha!'l. 


| 
| 


Dorothy Parker and Alan Campbell; story, 
Budd Schulberg; camera, Russell Metty; 
| editor, Desmond Marquette; asistant direc- 
tor, William Dorfman Tradeshown in L 
|} A. Oct. 21, "41. Running t 66 MINS. 

| Jim CPRIC« 6 cecnccssce ; Dennis O'K ‘ 

| BION. . co cove cocescvcies: eees Jane Wyatt 

| Randy er ceecooores Vhilip Reed | 
| Stonebraker....... Edward Everett Horton | 
| Anna , cot eobecsedec’ .ZaSu Pitts 
Number Seven......-.-.-Franklin Vangbor 
Mrs. Weatherby.............Marion Martin 
Desk Cler) hen Hans Conreid 

| Miss Bailey.. Mady Lawrence 
} a = ; 

| The familiar marital mixup of a 


| Son-many husband and neglected 
Three’; a lightly-concocted item 
carrying sufficient amusement to fit 
as program support for the duals. 
Story premise injects an aggres- 
sive and gladhanding friend of the 
wife into the family household for 


a weekend stopover, with the guest 


Wife uses his attentions at the start 
to generate husband’s jealousy and 
attention, but eventually joins hus- 
band in plans to get rid of the pest, 
Various devices backfire until an un- 
expected event solves the problem. 

It’s a 





broadly theatric. Script.by Dorothy 


wife provides basis for ‘Weekend for | 


j 
| 
! 
| 


| 


Looks like producer Tay Garnett de- 
cided on thickly. spread comedy 
lather to catch easy attention of 
family audiences to overcome low 
voltase marquee strength of cast 
lineup. 

Dennis O’Keefe puts plenty of 
personality into the role of the hus- 
band, getting over nicely despite ac- 
cent on strained portrayal, Philip 
Reed is the athletic and breezy third 
party, whose loud talk is not re- 
| eg to put over the character. 
ane Wyatt is the neglected wife, 
and handles her assignment okay. 
Comedy support is provided by 
Edward Everett Horton, ZaSu Pitts 
and Franklin Pangborn, while 
Marion Martin comes on for the 
finish as an eyeful of blondeness. 

Walt. 


SWING IT SOLDIER 


(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
release of Joseph G. Sanford 
Features Ken Murray, Fran- 
ces Langford, Don Wilson, Brenda and Co- 
bina, Susan Miller, Senor Lee. Directed 
by Harold Young. Original screenplay by 
Dorcas Cochran and Arthur V. Jones; cam- 
era, Elwood Bredell; editor, Ted Kent; 
musical numbers directed by Reginald Le 
Borg. Previewed in studio projection room, 


Universal 
production, 


Oct. 24, °41. Running time, 66 MINS 

na (SEL T Te Svweoessban Ken Murray 
a re Pern Frances Langford 
DURE cninctdnsecntsvebsbok<oeae Don Wilson 
AE nda te rxs40 sheet ema Blanche Stewart 
SMO cio oon bbseptaeds eee ees Blvia Allman 
DR. ss cactecensantal Hanley Stafford 
CISTERN 0.00 ccccvedcecescsgclee Meer 
BOMOP 1MOisecicssvedectesovceeens eee, 160 
on OCT Treo Iris Adrian 
Ee re erry Lewis Howard 
ene GRE. «6 décccsesdctosee Thurston Hall 
Nee eee Kitty O'Neil 
ye | Oe yee. Lew Valentine 





levator Boy ...Peter Sullivan 


| DOPQOGR . .00'2 vos 0 0004s bavess Tom Dugan 


Skinnay Ennis and His Orchestra 
Kenny Stevens 
Louis Da Pron 
Stop, Look and Listen 
Three Cheers 


Universal ties together a flock of 
radio talent in this B filmusical, pa- 
rading numerous air periormers as- 
sociated with several of the top net- 
work shows far cinematic display of 
their individual specialties. Radio- 
ites lift the picture to status of 
strong supporter of its kind for key 
bo>kings, while popularity of talent 
from the air provides 
chance to garner some extra coin 
at the b.o.—which is not genéraliy 
possible with a supporting attrac- 
tion, 

A very slight and unimportant 
story provides the framework for 
presentation of 10 song and musi- 
cal specialties, in addition to a fast 
solo dance by Louis Da Pron. New 
and old songs—from ‘Annie Laurie’ 
to current swing tunes—are _ in- 
serted at frequent intervals. Frances 
Langford ably nuts over three—My 


Melancholy Baby,’ ‘Got Love,’ and 
‘Tm Gonna: Swing My Way to 
Heaven.’ Susan Miller handles a 


pair, modern rhythmed ‘Annie Lau- 
rie’ and ‘Rug Cuttin’ Romeo,’ while 
Skinnay Ennis and band get the 
spotlight for two orch displays. 
Senor Lee, Kenny Stevens, Stop 
Look & Listen, and Three Cheers 
also provide vocal talent to the pro- 
ceedings. 

Ken Murray, mustered out of the 
army after a year’s training, re- 
joins an advertising agency staff, and 
gets confused in attempting to look 
after his buddy’s wife—an expec- 
tant mother. Mistaken identity re- 
sults in general confusion while open 





spaces are amply filled in by the 
musical stretches. 
Murray handles his assignment in.| 
breezy styie, while Miss Langford | 
carries the romantic lead in addi- | 
Brenda and | 
Cobina are frequently spotted for 
brief and familiar routines. Ade- 
quate support is provided by Don 
Wilson, Hanley Stafford, Iris Adrian 
Walt. 


DOWN MEXICO WAY 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 


Republic release of Harry Grey produc- 
tion Stars Gene Autry, features Smiley 
Burnette Directed by Joseph Santley 
Screenplay by Olive Cooper and Albert 
Duffy, based on story by Dorre!! and Stuart 
McGowan; camera, Jack Marta; editor, 
Howard O'Neill: production manager, Al 
Wilson Previewed at Studio City, Oct. 23, 
41 Running time, 77 MINS. 

iene d is Gene Autry 
Frog ... Smiley Burnette 
Maria Elena ...-Fay McKenzie 
Pancho Grande ..Harold Huber 
Gibson Sidney Blackmer 
Allen ; «..-.-J0@ Sawyer 
Mayor Tubbs Andrew Tombes 
Flood -...-Murray Alper 
Gerard ..-+.-Arthur Loft 
SUBRscccvces ...Duncan Renaldo 
MOM. oon kasnes BkaOkbeoneewe .Paul Fix 
Don Alvarado........... ..Julian Rivero 
rer ee tuth Robinson 


Rodriguez......... Thornton Edwards 
The Herrara Sisters 


With Gene Autry firmly estab- 
lished as the topflight western star 
in the secondary houses, Republic 


| upped the budget and expanded pro- 


staying on for an extended period. | houses. 


j 


duction values of this Autry starrer 
to bid for bookings in the key 
Carrying a fresh slant for 
western locale, and with fundamen- 
tal entertainment factors, ‘Down 
Mexico Way’ is entitled to break into 


| the key. bookings as supporting at- 


lightly fluffed yarn of, 
easily understood situations, played | 


| Parker and Alan Campbell is with- | 
Olive Cooper and Albert Duffy have 


|out subtleties, parading numerous 
|familiar bromidic situations. 
|Irving Reis’ direction is decidedly 
broad throughout, forcing the cast 
to overact respective assignmen 


and } 


traction. Its b.o. values in regular 
western houses are insured from 
Autry rating on past performances. 

Writers Dorrell and Stuart Mc- 
Gowan come up with a refreshing 
angle for a western and scripters 


injected breezy action into the pro- 
ceedings. Director Joseph Stanley 
apparently had sufficient production 


|neat photography. 





‘-hedule to provide plausible char- 


acterizations and general overall 
polish to the piece, 

After a pair of swindlers work 
over the smail town of Sage City, 
Autry discovers his townsfolk have 
been bilked out of coin supposedly 
aimed for age production. Ac- 
companied by Smiley Burnette and 
reformed Mexican bad man, Harold 
Huber, Autry trails the crooks into 
Mexico, where the swindlers’ con- 
federates are repeating activities 
with a rich Mexican rancher as vic- 
tim. From there on, it’s up to Autry 
to uncover the machinations of the 
crooks, which he does with a rousing 
chase and gunfight for a finale. 

Story carries along at a good pace, 
neatly intermingling action, ro- 
mance, comedy and song for solid 
ardience attention. Autry carries 
his assignment as the hero in good 
style, singing several songs—includ- 
ing a couple of familiar pops—in 
usual fashion. Burnette again is 
Autry’s fat and comedic sidekick; 
while Huber clicks with a highlight 
per’ormance of the former bandit. 

Neweomer Fay McKenzie displays 
personality as the girl, showing 
mromise in her first screen assign- 
ment. Sidney Blackmer. Joe Saw- 
yer, Murray Alper and Arthur Loft 
combine talents to provide the heavy 
quartet. The Herrara Sisters are 
on for two song specialtie: that add 
to the entertainment facters. 

Picture carries ambitious produc- 
tion mountirg in comnvaricon to pre- 
vious Autrys in the series; with 
climactic chase using an auto, horses 
and wildly careening motorcycles 
for variation from usual chase 
technicue. Walt 


DANGEROUS LADY 


Producers Releasing Corp. relecse of Ber- 
nard B. Ray production, directed by Ray, 
Features Neil Hamilton. June S&S erey, 
Eveivn Brent, Douglas Fowley. Screenplay 
by Jack Natteford from original by Leslie 
T. White; camera, Jack Greenhalgh; editor, 
Carl Himm: edded dialog, Sidney Sheldon. 


At New York, N. Y.. week Oct. 21, °41, 
dualec, Running time: 63 MINS. 

Phyllis Martindel...........+--- June Storey 
Duke Martindel..............Neil Hamilton 
PPG. 6 6e 60060600 G0es eghtes Dovglas Fowley 
Guy KMiahngii.d<.ciccccsvbdoss John Hol'and 
Dr, GF@YBON. ces ecccccessess Emmett Vogan 
Heater Pngel....ccccscccccsces Evelyn Brent 
Leila Bostwie’......cccses Greta Granstedt 
Jets Mardin... ..<scédcsdes Carl Stoc*cale 
Clerk FOROS, . os cksncersveecess Jack Mulhall 
BOE, on. ont on ch avnwseane Kenneth Harlan 
Capt. Newton. ...ccevccccessesses John Suce 
ee PERT ET CCT PTS Pre ee Terry Walker 
pT ret ree Ward McTagzart 
PURWRMOE in 04 vcd Pesce 05000 e008 James Au! rey 


‘Dangerous Lady’ tries to be too 
glib, and this exaggerated smartness 
in a typical detective whodunit 
nearly wrecks its modest dual-bill 
possibilities. Not much is expected 
of this minimum-budget meller, but 
when the plot is made so mysterious 
even the average patron can’t follow 
its ramifications, the expected enter- 
tainment is apt to prove burdensome. 
That’s what happens too often in 
this picture. 

It is the private detective plot in 
which said sleuth always makes a 
dummy out of the police sergeant 
while solving the mystery. The pri- 
vate operative is ably assisted by 
his attorney wife, although originally 
she goes along just to keep her 
hubby out of jail. Scripters would 
have one believe that the copper 
surgeon is in on a murder plot and 
also responsible for a death in the 
city prison. 

Then there’s the suspicious femme 
secretary to the judge who is slain 
before the film opens (how it’s done 
is revealed in a flashback); the girl 
who’s railroaded to prison, but 
escapes to bring the real guilty party 
to justice; and in and out of there 
baffling developments Private Fe- 
tective Martindel, accompanied 


! usually by his barrister-wife, wezve 


suddeniy 
onto the 


in weird fashion—until 
Mrs. Martindel stumbles 
correct solution. 

Neil Hamilton plays Martindel in 
casual, if somewhat wordy fashion. 
June Storey, formerly of westerns, 
shows competency and spirit as his 


| helpful spouse, while Douglas Fow- 


ley, generally a villain in outdoor 
epics, is tops in a likable but limited 
role of the constantly thwarted po- 
lice inspector. Evelyn Brent is 
shunted into a minor »art as the 
judge’s secretary. 

Bernard B. Ray’s direction and 
production is lots better than the 
story. Jack Greenhalgh cortribu‘es 
Weor 


Gun Man From Bodie 


Monogram release o R D 
productioi Stars Buck Jones rin 
Raymond Hatton Directed b 


’ Scott 


Mce 


Coy, Spene 


cer Bennet. Screenplay, Jess Powers; cam- 
era, Harry Neumann; editor. Carl Pierson; 
music, cdward Kay Reviewed at Colo- 
nial, Lincoln, Neb Oct. 20, ‘41, dual 
Running time, 61 MINS. 

Cast: Buck Jones, Tim McCoy, Raymond 
Hatton, Christine McIntyre, David O’Brien, 
Robert Frazier Charies§ King. Lynton 
Brent, Max Waltzman, Gene Alsace, John 


Merton, Frank LaRue and Silver. 





Monogram misses with this second 
in its projected ‘Rough Rider’ series, 
Even juvenile action audiences are 
going to snicker at the hokey lines 
and business. Plot by Jess Bowers 
wanders without direction and so 
does most of the cast. 

Production setup is identical with 
the first’ in the series, ‘Arizona 
Bound,’ and some of the exterior 
shots and costumes are duplicates. As 
in the first episode, Bowers keeps 
secret until the last reel the fact that 
Rough Riders Buck Jones, Tim Mce- 
Coy and Raymond Hatton are bud- 
dies. He presents them as a fugitive 
from justice, a fast-shooting U. § 

(Cortinued on pega 90) 


A: Appar 
Nah 


ERD or 





iphmeatia " 
ee eee ee 


— 





ne ee de ag a SR a ael Bee athe 


hits 


g 
ib 








Pemyene 


Pci 
oe pe tree 





a ra 


ee ee ence mpedytene 
i 











10 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 29, 1941 





Dripping Fog No Damper to L.A. Biz; 


‘Weekend Havana’ 


$23,900 in 2 Spots, 





Kane 914 6 for H.0., Ladies’ $20,000 


Los Angeles, Oct. 28. 

Trade held to its high level in 
most situations despite a continual 
drizzle till clearing over weekend. 
Best single theatre is the Paramount 
with Bob Hope’s ‘Nothing But the 
Truth’ plus stage show on second 
session with a sound $16,000. 

‘Weekend in Havana’ at the State 
and Chinese should check in with a 
splendid $25,500, while the Holly- 
wood and Downtown, with ‘Ladies 
in Retirement’ and ‘Kisses _ for 
Breakfast’ teamed up, spurted as sun 
came out to a hefty $20,000. 

‘Citizen Kane’ is maintaining its 
sensational biz at the Hawaii, where 
its second week is near to the first 
with a whopping $9,500. Initial ses- 
sion brought slightly more than 
$10,000. ‘Honky Tonk,’ at the two 
Fox-West Coast moveover houses, 
the United Artists and Wilshire, con- 
tinues big on six days after first 
week put all other intakes at these 
theatres in the shade. Gene Krupa 
is accounting for the bulk of a nice 
$14,300 at the Orpheum coupled with 
‘Bullets for O’Hara’ and ‘Top Ser- 
geant Mulligan’ on the screen. 


Estimates for This Week 


Beverly (WB) (1,600; 65) — ‘Sgt. 
York’ (WB) (2d wk). Picture holds 
at this Beverly Hills house after 
finishing five weeks at the Warner 
first runs. Checked in with okay 
$4,000 after a strong $5,600 on first 
week. 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (30-40-50) 
—‘International Lady’ (UA) and 
“oon Over Shoulder’ (20th). House 
remains lighted as continued first 
run after 38 weeks of ‘Fantasia,’ 
which netted $7,000 on the finale. 
Current bill is struggling to hit 
$3,000. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 30- 
44-55-75) — ‘Weekend in Havana’ 
(20th) and ‘Man at Large’ (20th). 
Hollywood goes for names and the 
lights are crowded for good $10,500. 
‘Back to Thursday opening along 
with its running mate, the State. 
Last week, ‘International Lady’ 
(UA) and ‘Moon Over Shoulder’ 
(20th), fairish $7,800 on six days. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—Ladies Retirement’ (Col) and 
Kisses Breakfast’ (WB). Better 


than weather with neat $9,000, okay. 
Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (5th 
wk), still plenty hot at $9,400. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- 
55)—‘Sundown’ (UA) (2d wk). Back 
in the groove for around $5,200 after 
first week, with a premiere thrown 
in, good for $6,300. 

Hawaii (G & S) (1,100; 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Long lines and turnaways continue 
with matinees holding up surpris- 
ingly well. Bountiful $9,500 after 
first stanza yielded socko $10,015. No 
other bookings in this sector being 
considered until after first of the 
year. 

Hollywood (WB). (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col) and 
‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB). Faring 
better than its downtown day-dater 
and mighty stylish at $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (5th wk), 
tapered off to $5,700. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 


—‘Bullets O’Hara’ (WB) and ‘To 
Sergeant Mulligan’ (Mono) wit 
Gene Krupa’s orchestra. It’s the 


band that can take the credit for 


bulk of nice $14,300. Last week, 
‘Gentleman Dixie’ (Mono) and 
‘Queen Perfect Crime’ (Col), over 


the average at $10,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— 
‘Foxes’ (RKO) (3d wk) and ‘Blonde 
Singapore’ (Col). Down to where 
the coin is thinning, and $6,200 the 
verdict. Last week, firm $9,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) and 
stage show (2d wk). Bop Hope still 
drags them in. Stout $16,000 indi- 
cated after sweet $22,500 on first 
week. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55) — 
*Foxes’ (RKO) (3d wk) and ‘Blonde 
Singapore’ (Col). It’s a long haul 
but should keep the count up around 
$6,300. Second semester bagged 
$9,000. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204; 30-44- 
65-75)—‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th) 
and ‘Man at Large’ (20th). Pulling 
stronger than at the Hollywood, and 


joyful $15,000. Last week, ‘Inter- 
national Lady’ (UA) and ‘Moon 
Over Shoulder’ (20th), tough pull 
at $9,600. 


United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100: 
30-44-55)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and 
‘All-American Co-Ed’ (UA) (2d wk). 
No complaints at $6,800 after first 
week ran up a swell $9,000, new ceil- 
ing for house on a moveover. 


Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-44-55) 
—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘All- 
American Co-Ed’ (UA) (2d wk). 


Nice going at $6,000 to follow 
through on the first stanza’s $9,300, 
way over the former high. 


Key City Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
Last Week $1,821,006 


(Based on 25 cities, 175 thea- 
tres, chiefty first runs, tncluding 
N. Y.) 


Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $1,605,500 


(Based on 26 cities, 176 theatres) 


‘Ladies’ Flashy $18,000 
In D.C.; ‘Business’ 176, 











Washington, Oct. 28. 
Boom is still on and everything is 
doing well excepting the film that the 
critics have been crying for. This is 
‘Major Barbara,’ finally put into 
largest house in town, Capitol, after 
Loew’s management debated over 
whether to play it. It’s disappointing 
= haa be lucky to wind up in the 
ack, 


Pair of sizzlers are comedies, ‘Un- 
finished Business’ heading for $17,000 
at Keith’s, pushing Earle’s ‘Ladies in 
Retirement’ for lead. Other hot pack- 
age is Laurel-Hardy ‘Great Guns,’ 
which looks on way to beating any- 
thing Metropolitan has had in more 
than a year. 


Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—‘Major Barbara’ (UA), plus vaude. 
Disappointing with weak $14,500. 
Last week, ‘International Lady’ 
(UA), with stage show, thin $15,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)-— 
‘Sun Valley’ (20th) (2d run). Light 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Smilin’ Through’ 
(M-G) (2d run), mild $4,100. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col), plus stage 
show. Leading town with ood 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Never Get Rich’ 
(Col), plus vaude, nice $17,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)—Un- 
finished Business’ (U). Sockeroo 
$17,000. Last week, ‘This Woman 
Mine’ (U), sad $6,750. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— 
‘Great Guns’ (20th). <A _ boxoffice 
sweetheart and bang-up $8,500. Last 
week, ‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) 
(moveover), solid $5,500 in third 
downtown week, siightly better than 
average for first week of moveover 
film at house, 


Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)— 
‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (8d wk). Prize 
$11,500 for third session. Last week, 
same picture, excellent $16,000 for 
second, 


‘Barbara’ Mild $14,500 


‘Honky’ Fine $4,600, ‘RAF’ 
$4,200, Lincoln Toppers 


Lincoln, Neb., Oct. 28. 
Gable-Turner and Power-Grable 
duos luring ’em in healthily hypoed 
by district teachers convention. 
‘Honky Tonk’ and ‘Yank in R.A.F.’ 
| prospering most, but biz generally is 
| beyond complaint. 
Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15-20)—‘Scattergood Baines’ 
(RKO) and ‘Bandit Trail’ (RKO) 
split with ‘Roar Press’ (Mono) and 
‘James Bay’ (Rep). Solid $1,100. 
Last week ‘Footlight Fever’ (RKO) 
and ‘Driftin’ Kid’ (Mono) split with 
‘Murder Invitation’ (Mono) and 
‘Gun Man’ (Mono). Offkey $800. 
Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-30-44) — ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G). 
Looks like cinch h.o. with gigantic 
$4,600. Last week ‘Sgt. York.’ Got 
five days extra time and oke $2,700. 
Nebraska (C-P) (1,236; 10-25-30)— 
‘Chan Rio’ (20th) and ‘Bullets 
O'Hara’ (WB) split with ‘Cracked 
Nuts’ (U) and ‘Nine Lives’ (WB). 
Below average $1,300. Last week 
‘Dance Hall’ (20th) and ‘Hello 
Sucker’ (U), split with ‘Bachelor 
Daddy* (U) and ‘Girl News’ (20th), 


so-so $1,400. 

Stuart (C-P) (1,884: 10-30-44)— 
‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th). Probably h.o. 
with extremely hefty $4,200 for the 
week. Last week ‘Weekend Havana’ 
(20th). Surprised everybody with 
trim $3,400. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
30-44)—‘Our Wife’ (Col). Better than 
average $3,000. Last week ‘Foxes’ 
(RKO), prize $3,500. 


‘HONKY’ HOT $17,000, 











Buffalo, Oct. 28. 

‘Honky Tonk’ is ruling the roost 
with another tremendous’ wicket 
tally in prospect at the Hipp, fol- 
lowing a terrific initial session last 
week. ‘Belle Starr’ looks to do all 
right at the Buffalo and the trade 
is bulging all along the line. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Belle Starr’ (20th) and ‘Great Guns’ 
(20th). Staunch biz at $10,000. Last 
week ‘Nothing but Truth’ (Par) and 
‘Buy Me Town’ (Par) (2d wk), nifty 
second week at $9,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and ‘Niagara 
Falls’ (UA). Gratifying $8,000. Last 
week ‘Yank in R.A.F.’ (20th) and 
| ‘Smiling Ghost’ (WB) (3d wk), neat 
| $8,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)— 
‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (2d wk). Still 
sizzling at $17,000. Last week, com- 

letely conked the fans for socko 

19,000 or better. 

Lafayette (Hayman) -(3,300; 30-44) 
—‘Never Get Rich’ (Col) and ‘Har- 
mon Michigan’ (Col). Should ring 
up better than swell $10,000. Last 
week ‘Woman Mine’ (U) and ‘Mob 
Town’ (U), extra profitable session, 
swell $8,700. 

20th Century (Indie) (8,000; 30-44) 
—Gay Falcon’ (RKO) and Pan- 
American Follies on stage. Stage 
show gets credit for much of zingy 
$13,600. Last week ‘No Greater Sin’ 
(Indie) and ‘Sons o’ Guns’ (WB), 
lush $9,000, 








BUFF. H. 0.; ‘RICH’ 106 





‘York’ Huge $21,000 on H. 0. in Frisco: 





Business 126, F oxes 11/6 on 3d Wk. 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $355,600 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 


Last Year $354,600 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


‘Havana’ Nifty $10,000 
Qmaha’s Best; ‘Squadron’ 














$6,200, ‘Wine’ Slow 7G 


Omaha, Oct. 28. 

Grosses kept steady climb in face 
of greatest weekend opposition in 
months, Annual Ak-Sar-Ben cor- 
onation festivities Friday night (25) 
and Coronation Ball, Saturday, drew 
thousands, while Creighton Univer- 
sity Homecoming took more. Para- 
mount reopened with repeat of 
‘Yank in R.A.F.’ and first run of 
‘New Wine’ and will have a fairly 
good week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40) —- ‘International Squadron’ 
(WB) and ‘Spitfire’s Baby’ (RKO). 
Big $6,200. Last week, “Texas’ (Col) 
and ‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col), nice 
$5,200. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
44)—‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) and 
‘Parson Panamint’ (Par). Fine $10,- 
000. Last week, ‘Yank R.A.F.’ 
(20th) and ‘Dressed Kill’ (20th), big 


$10,500. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000)— 
‘New Wine’ (UA) (1st run) and 
‘Yank R.A.F. (20th) (repeat from 


first run at Orpheum). Slow $7,000. 
Reopening week. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30- 
44)—‘Nething But Truth’ (Par) and 
‘Bullets O’Hara’ (WB). Okay $8,700. 
Last week, ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) 


and ‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G), nice 
$8,000. 
State (Goldberg) (900; 25-35)— 


‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Man Power’ 
(WB) split with ‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) 
and ‘Monster Girl’ (Par). Rugged 
$1,300 aided by Friday night’s ama- 


teurs. Last week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
(20th) and ‘Life Begins Hardy’ 
(M-G) split with ‘Hamilton Woman’ 
(UA), Naval Academy’ (Col) and 


‘Antonio Rose’ (U), nice $1,100. 
Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—‘Sunset Wyoming’ (Rep), ‘Richest 
Man Town’ (Col) and ‘Fighting 69th’ 
(WB) triple split with ‘Barnyard 
Follies’ (Rep), ‘Gun Code’ (Cap) 
and ‘Great McGinty’ (Par), ‘Remem- 


‘ber That Night’ (Par) and ‘City Con- 


quest’ (WB), improved $1,200. Last 
week, ‘Jesse James’ oy (Rep), 
‘Rags Riches’ (Rep), ‘Sis Hopkins’ 
(Rep) te} le split with ‘Rider Rio’ 
(Cap) Castle iy gg Pa, and 
‘Apache Kid’ (Rep), ‘Long Voyage 
Home’ (UA), ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB), 
light $1,000. 





into a policy of straight films. 


seventh week; Pittsburgh, fourth; 


Indianapolis and Newark. 
upped in all spots. 
showmen’s estimate that ‘York’ will 
have not had prior national road 
setup for the subsequent runs. 





and ‘Sundown’ 
Four Star, Los Angeles. 


Havana’ (20th) is shaping stronger 
pated. 


Omaha. ‘Don’t Give a Sucker an 





returns, generally, are reported on 


It’s still ‘Sergeant York’ (WB) out in front of the 
film field, gathering further strength at the boxoffice 
as the bookings increase weekly with new openings 
reported by VARIETY correspondents in key cities. 
Best figure of the week is $36,000 for the opening 
stanza at the State-Lake, Chicago, recently converted 
Jersey City clicked 
with $30,000, and holdovers continue at the best pace 
of any film since ‘Gone With The Wind.’ 

Quick glance at the extended runs show Cincinnati, 


and seconds in Frisco, Seattle, Louisville, Philadelphia, 
Admission 
Sufficient returns are in to justify 


Other hefty product that is continuing at good 
grosses with holdovers in nearly every booking are 
‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G), ‘Little Foxes? (RKO), ‘Nothing 
But the Truth’ (Par) and ‘Yank in the R.A.F.’ (20th). 
In immediate prospect as additions to this list are 
‘How Green Was My Valley’ (20th), which had its 
premiere showing at the Rivoli, New York, last night, 
(Wanger-UA), now playing at the 


‘HAVANA’ VERY DAIQUIRI 


In the group which exhibitors are marking as ‘A’ 
product, to carry the top spot in duals, ‘Weekend in 


It is holding over in Chicago, turned in a slick 
$12,000 in Providence; touched $25,000 in Los Angeles, 
two houses, held fine in Frisco and turned 10G in 


opened satisfactory in New York and Boston. 








release, 


Indianapolis. 
Headaches 


Cleveland, third, 


prices are isn’t making 
top all films that 


showings. It’s a 


finds expression 


Hayworth’s ‘You Never Get Rich’ 
Truth’ (M-G), excellent in Cleveland; ‘Maltese Falcon’ 
(WB), and the new Deanna Durbin-Charles Laughton 
‘It Started With Eve’ 
reported ‘socko’ in Louisville. 

(Col) opened well in Kansas City, is in second week 
in Chicago loop, but is only fair in Los Angeles and 


are from 
well in certain cities and fall below 
Of such is ‘Belle Starr’ (20th), which is okay in the 
west and n. s, h. in the east. 
the grade and the 
‘Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G), a bitter disappointment ‘to ex- 
hibitors who have always profited 
Jeanette MacDonald films. 
good to medium to fair. 
way below expectations, despite strong cast, headed 
by Spencer Tracy. 

Extent to which the public is shopping for its en- | 
tertainment, with pronounced ideas of its own tastes, 


NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


‘York’ Way Out in Front—Exhib Headaches Come from the In- 
And-Outers—‘Valley’ and ‘Sun Down’ New Entries. 


(Col), ‘Feminine 


(U). Last named is 
‘Ladies in Retirement’ 


which do 
elsewhere. 


in-and-outers, 
par 


the 
“You Belong to Me’ (U) 
same is true of 
heretofore with 


‘Lydia’ (UA) ranges from 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (M-G) is 


in the wide spread of receipts in 


consecutive weeks at the Indiana theatre, Indianapolis. 
With ‘New York Town’ and ‘Aldrich for President’ 
(both Par) teamed, house take was $5770 Following 


week Bob Hope lifted gate to $11,500, double. 
What a few additional nickles mean at the boxoffice 


is shown at Newark. 


‘York’ at the Branford (2,600 


cap.) grossed 28G first week; ‘Honky Tonk’. at the 


State 


than first antici- 


Even Break’ (U) 
Good 
Fred Astaire-Rita 


capacity. 


(2,600 cap.) passed $20,000. 
standees, with ‘Honky Tonk’ figures the best in two 
years at the State. 

Can't keep Disney off Broadway. 
big ears is cavorting where ‘Fantasia’ played for 39 
weeks. ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) is an eye-opener at the 
Hawaii, Los Angeles. 


Both played to 
‘Dumbo’ and his 


Two weeks and continuing at 


Exhibs finding ‘Cracked Nuts’ (20th) touch to crack. 





San Francisco, Oct, 28, 


With two exceptions the street has 
a united front of holdovers this 
week. Newcomers are ‘Unfinished 
Business,’ which is bullish at the 
Orpheum, and ‘Feminine Touch,’ 
average at the Paramount. 


Outstanding biz is being rolled up 
by the three major carryovers, ‘Ser- 
geant York’ at the Warfield, ‘Week- 
ev.d in Havana’ at the Fox (both in 
second weeks) and ‘Little Foxes’ in 
its third stanza at the Golden Gate, 
‘Honky Tonk’ is doing a fifth frame 
on the street at the St. Francis, 
moveover house. 


Competish of the week is provided 
by the nine-day auto show with Bob 
Hope, which averaged better than 
$5,000 a day even on poor days and 
drew capacity night trade to the 
Civie Auditorium. Cooler weather 
is helping trade somewhat. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)~ 
‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) and ‘Riderg 
Purple Sage’ (20th) (2d wk). Dea 
spite the second feature which hag 
been taking some razzing from the 
customers, ‘Havana’ is still packing 
‘em in for an okay $12,000. First 
week finished with a nifty $20,000. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44. 
55)—Little Foxes’ (RKO) and vaude 
(3d wk). Still ahead of ‘Citizen 
Kane,’ last film to go three frames 
with $11,500, excellent. Last weelt 
picked up a swell $16,500, meaning 
. —— of around $49,000 for the run, 
errif. 


Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 3 
40-50)—Unfinished Business’ ( 
and ‘Moonlight Hawaii’ (U). Dunne- 
Montgomery comedy is topping 
“You'll Never Get Rich’ here for a 
big $12,000. Last (2d-final week) 
‘Rich’ (Col) and ‘Harmon Michigan! 
(Col), wound up with okay $7,200. 


Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 


50)—‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and 
‘Man at Large’ (20th). This one 
came in suddenly when ‘Smilin’ 
Through’ was yanked, meaning a 
long first week which will bring 
around $12,000, mild. Last (2d) 
week of five days for ‘Smilin 
Through’ (M-G) and ‘World Pre- 


miere’ (Par) finished with $6,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (2d moves. 
over wk). Fifth bracket on the 
street for this single-biller, still 
healthy at $5,000. Last (1st move- 
over) week, oke $6,000. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-50) — ‘International 
Lady’ (UA) and ‘Niagara Falls’ 
(UA). House won't get over $4,500. 
Last (Ist) week not much better at 
$6,800. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 50-65)~ 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (2d wk). Still the 
street’s sweepstake winner with a 
huge $21,000 on second period. Last 
(Ist) week turned the house into a 
mint at $28,000. 


‘York’ Smash $26,000, 
Balto H.0.; ‘Smilin’ ’ 106 


Baltimore, Oct. 28. 
Biz continues bright here with 
‘All That Money Can Buy’ helped 
by Tony Pastor’s band, at the combo 
Hipp, where biz is nice. New entries 





of ‘Week End in Havana,’ at the 
New, and ‘Smilin’ Through,’ at 
Loew’s Century, also maintaining 


better than fair average. 

Second stanza of ‘Sergeant York’ 
shows little letup in the sensational 
record-breaking pace set on its open- 
ing round at the Stanley. Socko 
weekends continue to dominate 
downtown doings with all the de- 
luxers mulling ways and means of 
bringing remainder of week up. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 17 
28-44) — ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G), 
Holding fairish pace to possible 


$10,000. Last week, third of ‘Honk 
Tonk’ (M-G) remarkably good with 
three-week total, socko $44,400. 
Hippedrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55)—‘All Money an 
Buy’ (RKO) plus Tony Pastor and 
orch on stage. Getting good $14,000, 
Last week, ‘Father Takes Wife 
(RKO) leaning heavily on p.a. of Ink 
Spots and Louis Prima’s orch, smash 


| $17,600. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 


28-33-39-44)—‘Nothing But Truth’ 
(Par) (3d wk). Still getting action 
at $7,000 after chalking up a soli 


total of $21,800 on previous two 


stanzas. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581: 17-28-35- 
44) — ‘Weekend Havana’ (20th). 
Nicely spotted and doing $9,000, 
healthy figure for limited capacity 
here. Last week, third of ‘Yank 
R.A.F.’ (20th), grand $19,000 for en- © 
tire run. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 17-28-40-44- 
55-66)-—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Continuing terrific pace set on open- 
ing round with wham $26,000 afte: 
setting a record with $29,700 on in- 
itial heat. 
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‘Sot. York’ Powerful $36,000 in Chi: 


Pitt Kid-Circus 


Foxes Slick $10,000 for 3d Week 


Unit Robust 176, 








3 Chicago, Oct. 28. 

State-Lake went to first-run 
straight film policy Friday (24) with 
‘Sergeant York,’ which was given a) 
gala send-off via fine exploitation by | 
Balaban & Katz and Warner Bros. 
Picture is getting away to strong 
trade and indicates powerful $36,000. 

With the switch of the vaudfilm 
State-Lake to straight films, the indie 
Oriental, around the corner, reverted 
to a vaude policy and came up with 
‘Pittsburgh Kid’ on the screen and a 
new unit, ‘Jumbo Circus Revue.’ 
Figured that the house will prove a 
winner under restored flesh arrange- 
ment, with weekend biz strong and 
fine $17,000 in sight. | 

Chicago has ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ | 
which is managing healthy takings. | 
After two weeks in this big house, 
‘Nothing But the Truth’ moved to the 
Garrick for third loop week. ‘Little| 
Foxes’ is getting a nifty $10,000 on its | 
third week in the Palace while 
‘Ladies in Retirement’ will go a 
second session at the Apollo. Double | 
feature of ‘Weekend in Havana’ and) 
‘Smiling Ghost’ is making a nice} 
holdover week in the Roosevelt. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—'Retirement’ (Col) (2d wk). Going 
for a second session, a mild $4,000 
after having made fair enough $5,900 
on initial session. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Hold Dawn’ (Par) and stage show. 
Winging neatly to $35,000. Last week, 








‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par), sturdy | 
$28,300. 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 


— Nothing But Truth’ (Par). After | 
two weeks in the Chicago, good 
$6,000, Last week, ‘Law Tropics’ | 


(WB), limped in with $3,600. 
Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Jumbo 
Circus Revue’ unit. With return of 
vaude, gross is jumping heftily, fine 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
(20th) and ‘Panamint’ (Par), okay 
$8,100 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66) 
‘Foxes’ (RKO) and ‘Spitfire Baby’ 
(RKO) (3d wk). Has proved real 
boxoffice winner on great advertising 
handling, nifty $10,000, after bang-up 
$14,100 last week. 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- | 
75)—‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) and 
‘Smiling Ghost’ (WB) (2d wk). 


Ambling nicely on second stanza to 
healthy $9,500, after happy $14,400 
last week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘York’ (WB). Straight film 
policy opened with much _ power, 
brilliant $36,000. This is great money 


here and rebounds to the excellent 
campaign. Last week, final of vaud- 
film, okav $16,200 for ‘Broadway 


Limited’ (UA) and ‘Hawaiian Nights’ 
unit. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75 )—‘Jekyll’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
tun being forced somewhat, fairi 
57,000 for third session, SO-so 
$9,900 last week. 


‘HONKY’ TORRID $20,000, 
NEWARK; ‘YORK’ 176, 2D 


Newark, Oct. 28. 
outstanding attractions 
competing for patronage in the 
downtown sector, business is remi- | 
niscent of the palmy days of ‘29. 
Leading the hit parade is ‘Honky 
Tonk,’ which is a terriffc $20,000 at 
Loew’s State, biggest gross since the 
house played ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 

‘Sergeant York,’ playing a second 
week at the Branford, will get a 
splendid $17,000. Proctor’s is looking 
for a swell $16,700 from ‘Sun Val- 
ley Serenade.’ Paramount, with 
‘Nothing But Truth,’ will get $15,000 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Indie) (2,000; 25-40-44-55- 
65)—‘Mountain Moonlight’ (Rep) and | 
Stage show featuring Jan Savitt’s 
orch and Ruth Terry. Fine $7,800 
on three days. House begins all- | 
week stage policy starting Friday. 
Last week, ‘Beauty’s Sake’ (20th) | 
and Carl Hoff’s band plus Simone 
——— on stage, nice $7,500 for week- | 
end. 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 28-38-44-55) 
—Sgt. York’ (WB). Nifty $17,000 
after sensational opening session | 
which brought $28,000 and cracked | 
the nine-year record of $25,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44 )— 
‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and ‘Mob Town’ | 
(U). Only dismal $2,860. ‘Ordina- | 
rily, this second-run Warner Bros. | 
house would do very well with ‘Mob | 
Town,’ which is showing in Newark 
for the first time. Last week, ‘Navy | 
Blues’ (WB) and ‘Badlands Dakota’ | 
(U) (2d run). okay $3,500. 

Little (Indie) (300; 33-39-55)—'No | 

' 
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Greater Sin’ (Indie) (7th wk). After | 
a high run of seven weeks, this pic | 
bows out Wednesday (29) in favor | 


Quiet 


of ‘Pepe Le Moko.’ $1,300 





vt 


after sixth week that netted okay 
$1,800. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 30- 
35-44-55 )—Nothing But Truth’ (Par) 
and ‘Forced Landing’ (Par). Oke 
$15,000 and may go three weeks. 
Last week, ‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par) 
(3d wk) and ‘Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep) 
(2d wk), surprise $10,500 and top- 
ping second week by almost $1,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,400; 28-44-55) 
—Sun Valley’ (20th) and ‘Gay Fal- 
con’ (RKO). Swell $16,700, films be- 
ing helped by five acts of RKO 
vaude Monday and Tuesday nights. 
Last week, ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) and 


‘Hurry, Charlie’ (2d wk), bright 
$14,500, hypoed by two nights of 
vaude, 

State (Loew’s) (2,600; 28-33-44-55) 
—Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Wait 
For You’ (M-G). Torrid $20,000, 


which is best biz here in two years. 
Last week, ‘Lydia’ (UA) and ‘Tillie 
Toiler’ (Col), sour $11,500. 


‘GET RICH’ 116 
IN OKE CINCY 


Cincinnati, Oct. 28. 

Uptrend is gaining momentum this 
week. Palace has a winner in ‘Noth- 
ing But Truth,’ Albee is strong with 
‘You'll Never get Rich,’ and Keith’s 
is above par on ‘International Squad- 
ron.’ ‘Sgt. York,’ on fifth week at 
Capitol, is holding to the same hefty 
level as in past fortnight. Holds for 
sixth, 

Vaude-film Shubert, with ‘Parson 
of Panamint’ and six-act bill headed 
by Mildred Bailey, is tussling with 
the theatre’s low for season. 





Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Never Get Rich’ (Col). Sturdy $11,- 
000. Last week, ‘Smilin’ Through’ 
(M-G), good $10,000 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 44-50-60)— 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (5th wk). (Creat 


$7,000, same as last week (4th), and 
near third week's figure. Advertised 
to close this week, but stays for 
sixth, 
Family 
‘Forced Landing’ 


15-28)— 
(Par) and ‘Point 
Widow’ (Par), split with ‘Jungle 
Man’ (PRC) and ‘Gentleman Dixie’ 
(Mono). Average $2,000. Same last 
week for ‘Mystery Ship’ (Col) and 
‘Voices Night’ «Col), divided with | 
‘Arizona Bound’ (Mono) and ‘Hurri- 
cane Smith’ (Rep). 


(RKO) (1,000; 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Oct. 30 
Astor—'The Chocolate Soldier’ 
(M-G) (31). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, Oct. 15) 
Broadway—'Dumbo’ (Disney) 
(2d week). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, Oct. 1) 
Capitol—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) 
(5th week). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, Sept. 17) 
Criterion — ‘My | Life with 
Caroline’ (RKO) (29). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, July 16) 
Globe—Target for Tonight’ 
(WB) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, Oct. 15) 
Music Hall—‘You'll Never Get 
Rich’ (Col) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, Oct. 15) 
Paramount—‘Nothing But the 
Truth’ (Par) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, July 36) 
Rialto— Never Give a Sucker 
an Even Break’ (U) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, Oct. 8) 
Rivoli—How Green Was My 
Valley’ (20th) (29). 
(Reviewed in current issue) 
Roxy—‘Belle Starr’ (20th) (31). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, Aug. 27) 
Strand—‘Sergeant York’ (WB) 
(3d week). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, July 23) 
Week of Nov. 6 
Astor—‘The Chocolate Soldier’ 


(M-G) (2d week). 

Broadway— Dumbo’ (Disney) 
(3d week). 

Capitol — ‘Ladies in Retire- 
ment’ (Col). 


(Reviewed in VARIETY, Sept. 10) 
Paramount—‘Nothing But the 

Truth’ (Par) (3d week). 
Rialto—South of Tahiti’ 

(8). 

(Reviewed in VARIETY, Oct. 22) 
Strand—‘Sergeant York’ (WB) 

(4th week). 


(U) 
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Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 


Weekend Havana’ (20th). Moveover 
from Palace for second week. Mild | 
$4,006 Ditto last week on ‘Little 
Foxes’ (RKO) (2d run). 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
‘International Squadron’ (WB) 
Swell $6,000. Last week, ‘Honky 
Tonk’ (M-G) (2d run), socko $7,000. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— | 
Honky Tonk’ (M-G). Second switch | 
for third week on front line. Dandy | 
$4,500 Last week, ‘Yank R. A. F,’ 
(20th) (3d run), fair $3,000. | 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par). Big $14,- 


000. Last week, ‘Weekend Havana’ 
(20th), fine $12,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60)— | 
‘Parson Panamint’ (Par) and six-act | 
variety layout topped by Mildred 
Bailey. No dice at $9,000, season’s | 
low. Last week, ‘Harmon Michigan’ | 
(Col) and ‘Beachcombers of 1942’ 
revue, dull $10,500 


‘YORK’ SLICK $13,000 
ON 2D WEEK, INDPLS.| 


Indianapolis 

‘Sot. York,’ in its second week as 

le, is still 
the strongest thing in town. Bob 
Hope is also well entrenched at the 
Indiana where his ‘Nothing But the 
Truth’ is dualled with ‘Buy Me That 
Town.’ Lyric, holding ‘Yank in RAF’ 
and ‘Chan in Rio’ for third week, is 
doing well. 

All houses were helped on opening 
days by influx of 15,000 school 
marms to attend State Teachers 
Convention here 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 33-44- 
55)—‘Set. York’ (WB) (2d wk.). Go- 
ing great guns at $13,000. Last week 
same pic in fst stanza, terriffic 
$16,000. Both weeks helped by upped 
price scale. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25- 
30-40) —Nothing But Truth’ (Par) 
and ‘Buy Town’ (Par), good $11,000. 
Last week ‘New York Town’ (Par) 





| ‘Great Guns’ 


f 


| 
28. |° 


| Wife’ 


Touch’ $12,000 
In Hotsy Cleve.: 
York 126 on 3d 


Cieveland, Oct. 28. 
School teachers convention and 
resultant holiday for kids giving cur- 
rent bills a real ush upwards. 





Simone Simon and Carmen Amaya | 
: . ° are 
high-pressuring ‘Unfinished Business’ | 


are two hot stage draws who 


to a smart figure at Palace. 


‘Feminine Touch’ at State is the! 
week’s top femme attraction and 
‘Sergeant York’ continues to lay 


some heavy gunfire for the 
Hipp, 
Estimates for This Week 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)—~— 
(20th). 


| critics but Laurel-Hardy fans turn- 
ing out strong, fine $7,200. Last week, 


| ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) (3d wk), grati- 


fying at $6,000. 


Alhambra (Printz) (1,200: 10-20- 
35)—‘Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep) plus 
‘Down Mexico Way’ (Rep). Swell 
$3,200. Last week, ‘Another Chorus’ 
(U) and ‘Kid Kansas’ (U), nice 
$1,400 on four days. 

Circle (Polster) (1,800: 


] 
A 
Barbara’ 


‘Majo: (UA) and ‘Tanks 
Million’ (UA). Best exploited bill of 
$3,500 in sight and h.o. Last 


season, 


Ww ee k, ‘King Zombies’ (Mono) and 
‘Terror’ (Indie), okay $2,100 
Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 44-50-60-66) 


—Sgt. York’ (WB). Ushers being 
driven whacky by record crowds | 
which are passing the figures for 


‘Anthony Adverse’ and ‘Snow White.’ 
A shade over $12,000, robust for third 
week, after 


second stanza. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
66}—‘Unfinished Business’ (U) with 
Carmen Amaya and Simone Simor 
in ‘Continental Varieties’ t. Str 
$19,000 plu Last week Badland 
Dakota’ (U) with Bill Robinson and 
Jimmy Lunceford’s band, excelle 
$20,000 

State (Loe 3450: 30-35-42-55) 

‘Femi! Tour (M-G). A 1 
cut down to six days to shift hou 
into Thursday openings for Thanks- 
giving, going trongly at $12,000. 


Last week. ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G), 


'slow $10,500. 


Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872: 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G). A 
bit stodgy, average $4,000 on six 


days. Last week, ‘Nothing But Truth’ 
(Par) better at $7,500 on second 
round. 





and ‘Aldrich President’ (Par), poor 
$5,700. ss 
Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40) 


—‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col) and ‘Our 
(Col), average $8,000. Last 
week ‘Smilin’ THrough’ (M-G) and 
‘Kildare’s Wedding’ (M-G), okay 
$9,100. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,900; 25-30- 
40)\—Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) and ‘Chan 
Rio’ (20th) (3d wk), okay $4,000. Last 
week same bill on second stanza, 
good $6,500. 


Disregarded by | 


pulling socko $16,500 on |, 


Varied grade of pictures, some 
aided by stageshows, results in a 
| very big Broadway take for a few, 
but medium or poor business for 
others. Weekend was very strong, 
but it didn’t help so much where 
theatres didn’t have enticing shows 
on tap. 


Leaders are ‘You'll Never Get 


Hali up to $100,000; ‘Dumbo,’ a sock 
at the Broadway at $30,000, and 
‘Nothing But the Truth,’ plus a stage 
bill, at the Paramount. Latter drew 
$30,000 on the weekend, biggest Sat- 
urday-Sunday under six years of the 
pitband policy, to kite the receipts 
on the first seven days to $66,000. 
Andrews Sisters and Johnny Long’s 
orchestra are at the house in per- 
son. 

All these new click shows of the 
week will hold over, but face fresh 
competition with opening last night 
(Tues.) of ‘How Green Was My Val- 
ley’ at the Rivoli; ‘Chocolate Soldier,’ 
which eases into the Astor Friday 
(31), and other shows, including 
‘Belle Starr’ at the Roxy, also Friday 
(31). 

Strand, on its second week with 
‘Sergeant York’ and Phil Spitalny, 
with $37,000 in sight, goes a third 
week and, if the musicians’ tangle 
over a new form of contract in- 
terferes with opening of new bands, 
house may keep Spitalny a total of 
five weeks. He was booked with 
‘York’ for three weeks, with options 
for two more. 


ond-run at the State, with Danton 
Walker and others on the vaude bill, 
is doing very badly, only about $17,- 
000 being sighted. Palace up the 
street is also in the lower brackets 
with ‘Wild Geese Calling’ and ‘Week- 
end For Three,’ pulled last night 
(Tues.) on a six days’ skimpy $7,000. 

‘Honky Tonk,’ obviGusly being 
forced, will get only about $20,000 
this week, its fourth, but 
to stick a fifth. Capitol, where play- 
ing, has gone outside to bgok ‘Ladies 
in Retirement’ (Col) for Nov. 6 in- 





| which has been set back. 
Estimates for This Week 
| 


Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) 
| (12th-final wk). Last week (ilth) 


| $7,600, pickup of $100 over the prior 
stanza. Closes tomorrow night (30), 
with ‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G), at 
same scale, opening following day. 
Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 
75)—Dumbo’ (RKO-Disney). 
toon feature got rave notices and is 


doing big, with both matinee and 
night business equally strong; on | 
first week ending tonight (Wed.) | 


will get sockeroo $30,000. House had 


| been closed several days prior to 
opening of ‘Dumbo.’ 
Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) 
(4th wk). Although from the start 


the Gable-Lana Turner picture hasn’t 
been doing big, it continues on here 
and goes a fifth week; tl tanza 
(4th) no more than about $20,000 
expected, mild Smilin’ Through’ 
(M-G) has been waiting to 
here, but now the house shoves that 


get in 


back further in favor of spotting 
Ladies in Retirement’ (Col) for Nov 
6 Third week for Tonk’ (M-G) 
$23,500. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,662; 35-44- 
95-75) — ‘My Life with Caroline’ 
(RKO) opens here this morning 
(Wed.). ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par) | 


Ahead of that 
(M-G) scored 


got $7,000, just fair. 
‘Married Bachelor’ 
good $9,000. 


Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 


‘Target for Tonight’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Holding up very well, looking fo 
$10,000 after first seven days’ $14,000 
very big for house Goe third 


Palace (RKO) (1.700: 25-35-44-55- 
65-75)—Unfinished Business’ (U) (2d 
run) and Nine Lives Are Not 
Enough’ (WB) (lst run) New dual 
bill rushed in today (Wed.), with 
‘Wild Geese Call * (20th) (2d run) 
‘Weekend (20th) (lst 
run) pulled after x days, only $7,- 
000 being g sed. Preceding twinner, 
‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) (2d run) 
‘Moonlight in Hawaii’ (U: 
(2d wk), $10,000, big. 
| Paramount (Par) 


: = ; 
ana nree 
ros 


ny j 
ana 


on stage, Andrews Sisters, Johnny 
| Long band, others (2d wk). Starts 


on holdover today (Wed.) after first 
seven-day take of $66,000, socko. Last 


week, third for ‘Hold Back Dawn’ 
|(Par) and Xavier Cugat, $42,000, 
; Strong. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
'fellers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65)— 
‘You'll Never Get Rich’ (Col) and 
stageshow. A click and will get 


$100,000 or close, holding over. Last 
| week, ‘All That Money Can Buy’ 
| (RKO), less than $85,000, aided by 
|'the Columbus Day hypo. 

| Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
'‘Never Give Sucker Even Break’ 
(U). Brought in Saturday (25), with 


Rich,’ which may edge the Music | 


‘Aloma of the South Seas,’ on sec- | 


is going | 


stead of putting in ‘Smilin’ Through,’ | 


35-55- | 


Car- | 


(ist run) | 


(3,664; 35-55-85- | 
99)—‘Nothing but Truth’ (Par) and, | 


B'way Spotty, But OK Pix Plenty Big: 
Get Rich’ $100,000, Dumbo’ 306, 
Healthy, ‘Aloma’-Vaude Poor $17,000 


ee 


_W. C. Fields followers likely to up 
| the gross to $8,000, very nice. ‘Ellery 
| Queen and Murder Ring’ (Col) went 
only six days for poor $4,000. 

| Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-55-75-85)— 
|‘How Green Was My Valley’ (20th) 
| was given charity preem last night 
| (Tues.), with regular run beginning 
|} today (Wed.). ‘This Woman Is Mine 
(U) went two days beyond a third 
| week, final nine days being $12,000, 
light. Closed Sunday night (26). 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 35-55-65-75-85) 
—Yank in R.A.F.’ (20th) and stage- 
show (5th-final wk). Will get about 
$34,000 on the signoff, close to-fourth 
week's $36,500, in both cases o.k. 
Film has meant big profit here on 
five-week engagement. ‘Belle Starr’ 
(20th) opens Friday (31). 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—‘Aloma’ (Par) (2d _ run) 
and vaude, including Danton Walker, 
iCynda Glenn, Tito Guizar, others. 


Business very slow this week, no 
more than about $17,000 indicated, 
Last week, “Texas’ (Col) (lst run) 


and Ritz Bros., $34,000, big. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99) —‘York’ (WB) and Phil Spitalny 
(2d wk). Probably $37,000, a secure 
take, and goes a third week. First 
seven days grossed $42,000, good, 


NAVY BLUES 
186, DETROIT 


Detroit, Oct. 28. 

Too much pigskin. Picture houses 
here are getting quite a booting from 
football, which saw upward of 160,000 
fans at three major games in this 
area. Michigan with ‘Navy Blues’ 
and ‘Life with Caroline’ and the Fox 
| with ‘Unfinished Business’ and ‘Great 
Guns’ will run neck to neck at good 











figures despite this. ‘Honky Tonk’ 
and ‘Kildare’s Wedding Day,’ in its 


second week after surpassing expec- 
tations by hefty week-day draw, also 
is strong at United Artists. Adams 
is holding ‘Yank in R.A.F. a third 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) (3d wk) and 
| ‘We Go Fast’ (20th). There’s enough 
vitality left for a nice $7,000. Last 
‘Badlands Dakota’ (U) and 
(U), good $6,500. 
(5.000; 40-45- 
(U) and 


| week 
| ‘Mob Town’ 
| Fox (Fox-Michigan) 
‘Unfinished Business’ 
‘Great Guns’ (20th). Good $18,000. 
Last week ‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) and 
‘Moonlight Hawaii’ (U) (2d wk), big 
$20,000 after first week’s smash 
$35,000. 


Michigan 


55) 


(United Detroit) (4,000; 
| 40-45-55)—‘Navy Blues’ (WB) ‘and 
| ‘Life Caroline’ (RKO). Nice $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Nothing but Truth’ (Par) 
@nd ‘Buy Town’ (Par) (2d wk); good 
$14,000 after $17,000 on first. 
Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000: 40-45-55)—‘Nothing but Truth’ 
(Par) wk) and ‘Underground’ 
| (WB) (2d wk). Holding onto its es- 


(3d 


pionage film, house brought over 
Michigan’s topper for the past two 
wéeks to get a choice $8,000 Last 


week ‘Underground’ (WB) and ‘Devil 
| Dogs Air’ (WB), nifty $10,000. 

| United Artisis (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 40-45-55)—“Honky Tonk’ (M- 
G) and ‘Kildare’s Wedding Day’ (M- 
G) (2d wk). Continues its hot pace 
| at $14,000 behind a whooping $17,509, 


‘SGT. YORK’ $30,000 
HEADS J. C. UPBEAT 


Jersey City, Oct. 28 
B ness this week great at three 
first-run house The Stanley with 
‘Sergeant York,’ is leading with a 
gigantic $30,000 Loew’ ‘Honky 
Tonk’ looks big also. State's ‘Little 
Foxes’ is running for a second week, 


and up in the money. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 28-33-50)— 
‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Wait for 
You’ (M-G). Mighty $19,000. Last 
week ‘Lydia’ (UA) and ‘Tillie Toiler’ 
(Col), n.s.g. $12,000. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55)— 
Sgt. York’ (WB). The regular ad- 
mission fee has been upped from § 
to W cents this week, and an addi-« 
tional show given each day. Terrifie 
$30,000 in sight. Last week ‘Interna- 

| tional Squadron’ (WB) and ‘Law 
Tropics’ (WB), surprisingly good 
| $13,500. . 
| _ State (Skouras) (2,150; 30-35-55)— 
| ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) and ‘Moonlight 
| Hawaii’ (U) (2d wk). Fine $10,000. 
| Last week, $14,500, one of top grosses 
| in years. 
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Philly Slowed by Holdovers; ‘Falcon’ 


$16,000; ‘Smilin’ 136, Best Newcomers . 


Philadelphia, Oct. 28 

Holdovers are hogging the spot- 
light as coin-getters this week, with 
most new product failing to measure 
up. Continued unseasonable heat 
isn't helping. Three legit openings 
last night (Mon.) also added to the 
hurdles. But ‘Sergeant York’ enter- | 
ing its second week, and ‘Honky 
Tonk.’ on third, are keeping on the | 
gravy train. 

Newcomers getting a rough re- 
ception are ‘Smilin’ Through,’ at the | 
Boyd, and ‘Father Takes a Wife, 
teamed at the Earle w ith Ted Lewis’ 
band. ‘Maltese Falcon,’ preeming at 
the Fox, is apparently beating the 
jinx. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 46-57-75)— 
‘Set. York’ (WB)-(2d wk). Hold- 
over chalking up a zingy $17,000, a 
slight drop from sock $18,500 on first 
week. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) (2drun). Get- 
ting scant $3,500 for nine days. ‘Hold 
Dawn’ (Par) opens second-run try 
here Thurs. (30). Last week, ‘New 
Wine’ (UA), okay $4,200 for nine 
days. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G).  Unex- 
citing $13,000; will be yanked at end 

of first week. Last week, ‘Hold 
Dawn’ (Par), good $11,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—Father Takes Wife’ (RKO) with 
Ted Lewis orch and revue. Not up 
to expectations with $19,000. Last 
week, ‘Blondie Society’ (Col) and 
Charlie Barnet‘s band, disappoint- 
ing $18,000 

Fox (WB) (2,425; .35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB). Only new- 
comer in the chips with good $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Weekend Havana’ (20th), 
smart $15,000. 

Kariton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 

—‘Lydia’ (UA) (2d run). Not get- 
ting any better after moveover from 
Aldine, with bare $4,000. Last week, 
‘Never Get Rich’ (Ccl) fared bet- 
ter with $4,500 for second run. 

Keith’s (WB) (2.220; 35-46-57-68) 
—Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Fourth week downtown, but 
still good for husky $4,000. Last 
week, okay $4,800 for start of second 
run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 35-46-57-68) 

‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Ga ble-Turner combo still plenty hot, 


snagging hefty $15,000 for third 


canto. Last week’s run netted a 
sock $19,500. 
Stanton (WB) (1.457; 35-46-57)— 


‘Texas’ (Col) (2d wk). Good $4,000 
for h.o. Opener chalked up bangup 
$6,500. 








Takes Wife’ 
$5,500. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 23-40)— 


(RKO), 


way only a mild session. 
good enough at} 


\‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) = and 
|*‘Woman Mine’ (U) (2d run). Nice | 
$3,000. Last week ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) 


and ‘Life Caroline’ (RKO) (2d run), 
great $3,200. 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 


30)—‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Bad 
Men Missouri’ (WB) (2d run). Good 
$2,500. Last week ‘Moon Miami’ 
(20th) and ‘Fog’ (WB) (2d run) 


(‘Miami’ solo Fri. “Sat. ), nice $2,600. 


‘Falcen’ Dolly Dawn OK 
$19,000 in H. 0. Pitt; 
‘Honky’ 1536 on 2d Wk. 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 28. 

Holdovers are knocking the town 
for a loop this week. ‘Honky Tonk’ 
is banging away for a great second 
stanza at the Penn and moves over. 
‘Sergeant York,’ 
but fourth downtown, is showing no 
sign of let-up and also will move. ‘It 
Started With Eve’ is dropping only 
slightly on second sessicn at Fulton 
and sticks a third. 

At Stanley, ‘Maltese Falcon,’ which 
drew raves right down the line, is 
helping Dolly Dawn-‘Truth or Con- 
sequences’ to a highly satisfactory 
week, 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-50)— 
‘Started With Eve’ (U) (2d wk). 
Durbin hit still going great guns. 
Picture is doing so well it will stay a 
third. Great $6,000. Last week, ‘Eve’ 
did around $7,300. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40-" 
50)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (2d wk) 
Second film in a row to stay a fort- 
night here and second to turn in 
smash biz. Getting around $15,500, 
fine at regular scale, and just a little 
under what ‘York’ did at advanced 
prices on its second. Last week, pic- 
ture did sizzling $24,500. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-50)—Navy 
Blues’ (WB). Moved from Stanley, a 
rare procedure since that house gen- 
erally plays average pix with flesh. 
However, $2,100 looks like it was a 
good move since last week ‘Flying 
Blind’ (Par) and ‘Highway West’ 
(WB), did only $1,300, awful. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-50) 
—‘Unfinished Business’ (U). Opened 
this week after ‘Icecapades’ (Rep) 
did a nose-dive. Latter yanked after 
four days. Only $1,000 for abbrevi- 
ated period, dismal. Last week, 
second of ‘Yank in R.A.F.’ (20th) 
okay $6,000 after record-breaking 
$12,000 for opener. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800: 30-44-60-66) 
—‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and on 











Gable-Turner Combo 
Sock $15,000, Seattle; 
‘Set. York’ 116 in 2d Wk 


Seattle, Oct. 28. 

Town keeps zooming along. De- 
fense spending is surely priming the 
pump in this locale and amusements 
are feeling it. Fourth week for 
‘Truth’ at Blue Mouse is nice. ‘Yank 
in the R.A.F.’ goes a third week at 
the Music Box. 

‘York’ is still the talk here, hitting 
a swell second week at Orpheum 
after initial stanza that broke house 
records. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58)—Nothing but Truth’ 
(Par) and ‘Aldrich President’ (Par) 
(4th wk). Slow $2,400. Last week, 
same films, swell $3,700. 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 23-40)— 
*‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Ringside 
Maisie’ (M-G) (2d run). Mildish $2,- 
400. Last week ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) 
and ‘Dressed Kill’ (20th) (2d run), 
first run milked it, slow $2,400. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 30-490- 
§8)—‘Lydia’ (UA) and ‘Tanks Mil- 

ion’ (UA). Slow $6,000. Last week 
Yank R.A.F.’ (20th), $7,300, big. 

Liberty (J-vh) (1,650; 30-40-58)— 
"Never Get Rich’ (Col) and ‘Perfect 
Crime’ (Col). Good $6,000. Last 
week ‘International Lady’ (UA) and 
"Tillie Toiler’ (Col), nice $6,000. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-58 )— 
*Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) (3d wk), hot 
from Fifth Avenue. Fair $2,700. Last 
week ‘Major Barbara’ (UA), not so 
hot $2,400. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 40-55-65)— 
*Sgt. York’ (WB) (2d wk). Marvelous 
$11,000, and likely will stay for a 
third session. Last week, same film, 
present management’s all-time rec- 
ord, colossal $17,000. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-50)— 
‘Burma Convoy’ (U) and ‘Mercy Is- 
land’ (Rep), plus ‘Rene Copacobana,’ 
South American revue. Stage show 
largely responsible for big $6,500. 
Last week ‘Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep) 
and ‘Gentlemen Dixie’ (Mono), plus 
vaude, grand $6,100. 

Paramount (M-G) (3,039; 30-40-58) 
— ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G). First of the 
new crop of upper bracket product, 
crashing through for wonderful $15,- 
000, and holds over. Last week ‘Par- 
achute Battalion’ (RKO) and ‘Father 





stage, Dolly Dawn-‘Truth or Con- 
sequences.’ Should wind up close to 
$19,000, all right. Last week, ‘Navy 
Blues’ (WB) and ‘Funzafire’ unit, so- 
so $17,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-44-65)— 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (2d wk). Fourth 
week downtown, previously having 
played a fortnight at Great 
$9,000 as against record- breaking | 
$12,000 last week. Moves to Ritz Fri- 
day. 


RAF’ STURDY $8,500 





Montreal, Oct. 28. 

‘Yank in R.A.F.’ will take gross 
honors in town currently at $8,500 
while duals among first-runs are 
pointing to average figures. ‘Little 
Foxes’ repeats at Loew’s_ while 
‘Lydia’ goes a third week at Or- 
pheum, both for satisfactory takes. 
Situation here is for crowded houses 
over the weekend and badly de- 
pleted attendance balance of week. 


Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Yank R.A.F.”’ (20th). Good for 


handsome $8,500 on big army bally- 
hoo. Last week’s repeat ‘Hold Back 
Dawn’ (Par), oke $6,000. 
Capitol (CT) (2,700: 
‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) 
Many Blondes’ (U). 


30-45-62) — 
and ‘Too 
Average $5,000 


in sight. Last week, h.o. of ‘Never 
Get Rich’ (Col) and ‘Boston Blackie’ 
(Col), good $4,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Sighting nice $5,500 after great 
$8,000 last week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 30-40-53)— 


“Married Bachelor’ (M-G) and ‘Down 
San Diego’ (M-G). Mild $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Belle Starr’ (20th) and 
‘Dressed Kill’ (20th), fair $3,500. 

Orpheum (CT) (1,100; 30-49-60)— 
‘Lydia’ (UA) (3d wk). Still click- 
ing and should gross good $2,800 
after fine $3,500 last week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 30-60—‘L’Homme _  Cherche 
Verite’ (3d wk). Good enough $800 
after fair $1,000 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Filrn) (2,500; 30- 
40)—‘Myerling a Seraievo’ and ‘Ig- 
nace.’ Expect better than average 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Chemin de 
l’'Honneur’ and ‘L’ai-je bien Gagne,’ 
fair $4,200. 





150) — 
| Falls’ 
| week ‘Citizen Kane’ 
| off in 


in second at Warner | 


‘RAF’ SOCK $7,400 IN 


_ SEATTLE H 0; ‘LYDIA’ 66 


Portland, ¢ Ore., Oct. 28. 
is the only new show in 
| tow n “this week and giving the Broad- 
The hold- 
overs are al] good, ‘Honky Tonk’ 
staying a fourth stanza at the United 
Artists, Biz is up general’y at all 
houses, 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
‘Lydia’ (UA) and ‘Niagara 
(UA). Mildish $6,000. Last 
(RKO) dropped 
second week, good enough 
$5,500. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500). Roadshowing ‘Tobacco Road.’ 
Last week (35-40-50)—‘Mr. Jordan’ 
(Col) (5th wk) and ‘Never Get Rich’ 
(Col) (3d wk), winning duce for five 
days, good $3,500. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen ) 
(1,800; 35-40-50) — ‘Yank hee 

(20th) (2d wk) with ‘Charlie Chan 
in Rio’ (20th) (lst wk). Still pull- 
ing well for socko $7,400. First week 
of ‘R.A.F.,’ solo, took strong $9,000. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 
—Nothing but Truth’ (Par) (2d wk) 
and ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO) (lst 
wk). Great $7,100, after smash first 
week with ‘Flying Blind’ (Par) at 
fine $10,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000: 35- 
40-50)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (4th 
wk). Up for sturdy $6,500. Third 
week was better than second, taking 
big $6,300. 


‘Havana’ Nice $8,000 In 
Sturdy K. C.; ‘Sgt. York’ 
Talk of Town on 4th Wk. 


Kansas City, Oct. 28. 

Brightened trend of film grosses 
Over past few weeks’ continues 
through current stanza with Bob 
Hope’s new release and a fourth 
week holdover of ‘Sergeant York’ 
vying for honors. ‘Nothing But the 
Truth’ at Newman is a sure hold- 
over. 

Most noteworthy is the Orpheum’s 
four-week run of ‘York,’ a chapter 
in local exhib history, sepaciall at 
upped admissions. Foufth week will 
be about same es third. 

Other newcomers are ‘Week End 
in Havana’ at the Esquire and Up- 
town, okay solo, and ‘Our Wife’ and 








‘Ladies in Retirement’ at the Mid- 
land, also satisfactory. American 
Royal horse here until Saturday 


helped grosses. 


Estimates for This Week 
Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043: 10-28-44)— 
‘Weekend Havana’ (20th), opened 





Friday. Got off to likely start and 
likely 10-day run. Seven days, $8,- 
000, good. Last week, ‘Unfinished 
Business’ (U), nine -days, $8,500, 
slightly over average. 
Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col) and ‘Our 
Wife’ (Col). Sad $5,500. Last week, 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and ‘Kil- 
dare’s Wedding Day’ (M-G), $8,500. 
Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44)—‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par). 





IN MONT’L; ‘TOUCH’ 56 


| Holding pace set by last few Hope 


| films here. Headed for good $9,000, 
and holdover. Last week, ‘Smiling 
| Ghost? (WB) first week, combined 
with ‘Navy Blues’ (WB) (2d wk), 


average $6,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 15-40-55) 
|—‘Sgt. York’ (WB). Gliding merrily 
into fourth week at upped prices, 
genuine phenomenon in K..C. May 
reach $6,000, better than many aver- 
age first weeks. Last week’s take 
of around $6,000 right behind second 
stanza’s $8,000. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 
‘Badlands Dakota’ (U) on screen 
with six-act vaude bill returning 
house to regular price policy. Aver- 
age week. $6,000. Last week, ‘Down 
Mexico Way’ (Rep) with Smiley 
Burnette heading stage bill two days 
and Hoosier ‘Hot Shots’ for five 
days, neat $9,300 at 50c top. 


GABLE-TURNER $15,000, 





10-30 )— 





Denver, Oct. 28. 

‘Honky Tonk’ with ‘Mexican Spit- 
| fire’ s Baby’ at Orpheum best money- 
|maker in town and holding over. 
Business generally on upbeat with 
‘Nothing but Truth’ likely to equal 
its second week’s takings. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-50-60)— 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB), after a week at the 
Denver. Fine $7,000. Last week 
‘Weekend Havana’ (20th), after a 
week at Denver, nice $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40)—— 
‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G) and ‘Gay 
Falcon’ (RKO), after a week at Or- 
pheum. Poor $2,200 in sight. Last 
week ‘Caroline’ (RKO) and ‘Para- 
chute Battalion’ (RKO), after a week 
at Orpheum, fair $2,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Nothing but Truth’ (Par) (3d 
wk) and ‘Flying Blind’ (Par). Hearty 
$10,000 and holding. Last week, first 
film, strong $10,000 for second week, 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Unfinished Business’ (U) and ‘Tanks 





DENVER; ‘BUSINESS’ 116 





Million’ (UA). Swell $11,000. Last 
week ‘Sgt. York’ (WB), with price 
boost, did smash $16,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Mexican 
Spitfires Baby’ (RKO). Terrific 


$15,000 and stays at least gne more 
week. Last week ‘Lady Be Good’ 
(M-G) and ‘Gay Falcon’ (RKO), 
good $9,000. 


‘Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Never Give Sucker Break’ (U) and 
‘Flying Cadets’ (U). Nice $6,500. 
Last week ‘Badlands Dakota’ (U) and 
‘Sing Chorus’ (U), fine $7,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Week- 
end Havana’ (20th), after week at 
each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Blonde from Singapore’ (Col). Good 
$2,000. Last week ‘Yank R.A.F.’ 
(20th), after a week at each the Den- 
ver and Aladdin, and ‘Murder Invi- 
tation’ (Mono), nice $2,700 


Snappy Weather Helps 
Mpls. Biz; ‘Belong to Me’ 








Minneapolis, Oct. 28. 

Key deluxers are maintaining the 
strong pace set with the advent of 
fall weather, product being much to 
public’s liking. State is doing trim 
business with Bob Hope’s ‘Nothing 
But the Truth’ while other interests 
centers around ‘Honky Tonk’ which 
has been staging a remarkable box- 
office performance here. After two 
tremencous State weeks it’s now do- 
ing okay at the Century on a third 
canto. 

Good reviews and _ favorable 
customer word-of-mouth are helping 
to keep the Orpheum’s ‘You Belong 
to Me’ up near the top. 

With the Minnesota-Northwestern 
foctball homecoming this weekend 
and thousands of visitors due in 
town, the Orpheum will have a stage 
show, Jimmy Dorsey opening Fri- 
day (31). 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Citadel Crime’ (Rep) and ‘Down San 
Diego’ (M-G). In for five days, good 
$1,500. ‘Navy Blues’ (WB) and ‘Mata 
Hari’ (M-G) (reissue) open Thursday 


(30). Last week, ‘Mob Town’ (U) 
and ‘Tillie Toiler’ (Col), dual first- 
runs, split with ‘Blonde Syracuse’ | 


(Col) and ‘Scattergood Meet Broad- | 


way’ (RKO), also _ first-runs, ad 
$2,000 in nine days. 
Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44)— 


‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (3d wk). Moved 
here after two tremendous weeks at 
State and still going strong. Fine 
$4,500 after nearly $21,000 garnered 
in initial fortnight, Last week, 
‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) (2d wk). Neat 
$4,500 on top of big $9,000 first week. 

Esquire (Berger) (290; 28)—‘Sinful | 


Souls’ (Indie) and ‘How to Take} 
Bath’ (Indie), Getting the usual play 
from sex seekers. Good $1,200. play | 





week, ‘Scarface’ (UA and ‘Gambling | 


‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par). Bob Hope 
a red magnet in this town. Zooming 
to great $13,000 and holdover. Last 
week, ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
$8,500, sensational on top of stupend- 
ous first week of $12,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1.100: 
‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G), 
showing and will run 
Nice $3,400 indicated. Last week, 
‘Life Begins Hardy’ (M-G), first 
neighborhood showing, big $4,000 in 
nine days. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Adventure Washington’ (Col). 
Yanked after four poor days, $700. 
Last week, ‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) (re- 
issue ), Hight $1, 200. 


28-39 )— 
First nabe 
eight days. | 


South Sea Cutups 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello shift 
to the South Seas in ‘Pardon My 
Sarong,’ their next picture at Uni- 
versal, following their loanout job 
in ‘Rio Rita’ at Metro. 

Tropical screenplay, now being 
written by Nat Perrin, will be made 
by Mayfair Productions (Jules 
Levey) for Universal release. 








KINGS’ MONO PIC 
Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
Next King Bros. production for 
Monogram release is ‘Unoffcially 
Yours,’ slated to start Nov. 3. 
Phil Rosen directs. 





Fair $4,300, ‘Honky’ 436: 








Daughters’ (Indie) (reissues), light 
$600. 

| Gopher (P-S) (998; 28)—‘Kildare’s 
| Wedding Day’ (M-G). Strong offer- 
ing for this house. Good $2.700. Last | 
week, ‘Woman Is Mine’ (U), mild 
$2,400. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,300; 39-44)— | 
“You Belong to Me’ (Col). ‘Well liked | 
comedy, cast array helping. Light! 
$4,300. Last week, ‘Feminine Touch’ 
(M-G), $5,500, mild. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44)— 





| Hang’ 


‘Sucker’-Sally Rand-Mills Bros. Fine 
$20,500, Hub Leader; ‘Smilin’ ’ 226 H.0. 


7’ 
vv 


Boston, Oct. 28. 
‘Never Give a Sucker an Even 
Break,’ with assistance of okav vaude 
at the RKO Boston, is: garnering the 
biggest coin here this week. ‘Little 
Foxes’ holds for a third week at the 
Keith Memorial and ‘Smilin’ 
Through’ holds for five more days at 
Loew’s Orpheum and State. ‘Mal- 

tese Falcon’ at the Met is medium. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-44-55- 
65)—‘Never Give Sucker’ (U) and 
vaude topped by Sally Rand and 
Mills Bros. is headed for $20.500 on 
strength of nifty weekend trade. Last 
week ‘Burma Convoy’ (U) with 
‘Folies Bergere’ on stage, held up to 
hefty $21,400; 

Renway (M&P) (1,373; 30-40-44-55) 
—'Nothing but Truth’ (Par) and 
‘Buy Town’ (Par). Shaping up to 
$6,500, good. Both films played one 
stanza at Met. Last week ‘Yank 


R.A.F.’ (20th) and ‘Chan Rio’ (20th), 
holdover, $6,000. 
Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30- 


40-44-55 )—Little Foxes’ (RKO) and 
‘Unexpected Uncle’ (RKO) (3d wk), 
Strong $14,000. Second stanza tallied 
$18,000, very nice. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 
44-55)—‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and 
‘Law of Tropics’ (WB). Aiming at 
adequate $17,000. Last week ‘Unfin- 
ished Business’ (U) and ‘Smiling 
Ghost’ (WB), soft $16,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 20-40-44- 
55)—‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and 
‘Tanks Million’ (UA). Holding for 
five extra days for potential $13,000, 
good. First full week same duo 
crashed through with hardy $19,200. 


Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 30-40-44- 
55)—Nothing but Truth’ (Par) and 
‘Buy That Town’ (Par). Good $1]1,- 
000. Last week ‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) 
and ‘Chan Rio’ (20th), holdover, $9,- 
500, very good. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-44-55 )— 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and ‘Tanks 
Million’ (UA). MHoldover for five 
days, flirting with $9,000, very good. 
First week hit $15,200, nifty. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 17-28- 
44)—‘Spooks Run Wild’ (Mono) and 
‘Frightened Lady’ (Indie). Oke $4,- 
500. Last week ‘Blonde Singapore’ 
(Col) (ist run) and ‘Man Couldn’t 
(Col) (revival), $3,5 500. 


30-40- 





Deanna Durbin Strong 
$11,000 in Louisville; 
‘Lydia’ 746, ‘Sucker’ 46 


Louisville, Oct. 28. 

Biz is stacking up good at all 
| downtown first-runs. While no smash 
| grosses are in sight, takings are 
|above average in most _ instances. 
| Ideal weather has been favorable for 
pic houses. Fall meeting at Churc- 
hill Downs opened Saturday (25) to 
more than 15,000. Gee-gees will run 
for two weeks. 


‘Started with Eve’ at the 
| knocking off real sock biz. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40) —‘Nothing but Truth’ 





Rialto is 


(Par) and ‘Buy Town’ (Par). Get- 
ting some play for fine $2,300, after 
moveover from Rialto. Last week 
‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) and ‘Man at 
Large’ (20th), excellent $2,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—Great Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Kiss 
Boys’ (Par). Strong $1,800. Last 
week ‘Manpower’ (WB) and ‘Navy 
Blue, Gold’ (M-G), | satisfactory 
$1,500. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Lydia’ (UA) and ‘Texas’ 
(Col). Looks like medium $7,500. 
| Last week ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) 
and ‘Wedding Day’ (M-G), okay 
$8,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,100; 


15-33-46)—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Looks like this film was the one to 
pay off the mortgage, with patrons 
still ganging up on cashier. Splendid 
$4,500 after last week’s punchy $7,000. 

National (Indie) (2,400; 35-50)— 
‘Bride Wore Crutches’ (20th) and 
stage show, ‘Getting Gerties Gar- 
ter. Midnight show Saturday (25) 
helped, and Manager Jack Sidney is 
exploiting with a swing band con- 
test Monday night, and a radio quiz 
show in work. Robust $6,200. Last 
week ‘Gambling Daughiers’ (PRC) 
and ‘Broadway Blushes,’ stage show, 
good $6,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—Started with Eve’ (U) and 
‘Flying Cadets’ (U). Strong femme 
picture. Pointing to socko $11,000. 
Last week ‘Nothing but Truth’ (Par) 
and ‘Buy Town’ (Par), good $9,500 
and moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Never Give Sucker Break’ 
(U) and ‘Mob Town’ (U). W. C. 
Fields has ’em laughing, fine $4,000, 
on eight days. Last week ‘Aldrich 
President’ (Par) and ‘New York 
Town’ (Par) held in for 11 days, 
neat $7,090, 
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Here’s what’s coming from 


The Friendly Company! 


What’s coming from M-G-M? Can M-G-M keep 
up the sizzling pace? What is to follow “Jekyll & 
.Hyde,” “Honky Tonk” and the other big early 
season M-G-M entertainments? No guess-work. 
Here they are: many are completed, others are 
in production. The best is yet to come, among 
them the Greatest attractions in M-G-M history. 
That means the Greatest in Film history. For 


instance, see what follows! 
(continued next page) 












Here’s how 
you spell it! 

















See 


_— 
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The Crowds will soon 
be heading for 


Completed! pre- MICKEY 
viewed! M-G-M’s ROONEY 


“Babes on Broadway” 


is the biggest pack- JUDY 


age of entertainment 


that ever flooded GARLAND 


your screen w ae h MICKEY ROONEY, JUDY GARLAND in “BABES 


talent, song, heart- ON BROADWAY" with Fay Bainter, Ray 
McDonald Donald Meek, Virginia Weidler, 


C h TO b S ; an d y OuT Richard Quine, Alexander Woollcott + Directed 
b fh . h | d! by BUSBY BERKELEY + Produced by ARTHUR 
OX-OTM1Ce WITN ZO! — FREED~ Screen Play by Fred Finklehoffe end 


Elaine Ryan + Original Story by Fred Finklehoffe. 





“DON’T GET CAUGHT 


LISTEN TO YOUR PATRONS: 


WITHOUT ‘¢ 
PANAMA HATTIEt" | fornia!” ‘‘The reports say it’s a sensation!” “That’s 


“PANAMA HATTIE” Starring 





‘**Panama Hattie’ has been previewed in Cali- 


the big Broadway musical hit!” ‘Filmed in the 
M-G-M manner. Oh boy!” “Ann Sothern, Red 
Skelton—what a combination!” “With a top-notch 
comedy cast and music and lyrics by Cole Porter!” 
“Bring on ‘Panama Hattie,’ Mr. Theatre Mana- 
ger!’’ ““We’ll be there!” 


“HELLO ANN SOTHERN!” 


ANN SOTHERN, RED SKELTON 
with “‘Rags’’ Ragland, Ben 


ae “WOMAN OF THE YEAR’ 


Blue, Virginia O’Brien, Alan 
Mowbray, Dan Dailey, Jr., 
Jackie Horner «+ Screen 
Play by Jack McGowan & 
Wilkie. Mahoney «+ Directed 
by NORMAN Z. McLEOD. 
Produced by ARTHUR FREED. 







< Leo is 
weighing the 
idea of the 
Academy Award 
because... 


TRACY + HEPBURN .. 
















will be 


The Picture of The Year! 


SPENGER TRACY, KATHARINE HEPBURN in C | d! 

“WOMAN OF THE YEAR” « A GEORGE ! ° 
STEVENS’ Production with Fay Bainter, wh vibe 5 cpotened It's pe 
Reginald Owen « Original Screen Play by tivel e terrific t’s got that a 


Ring Lardner, Jr. and Michael Kanin delphia to - 
Directed ky GEORGE STEVENS « Pro- pe lif. emg apt — - aan 
duced by JOSEPH L. MANKIEWICZ. g lire at your show-shop 


“™ 
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PUT YOURSELF 
peu IN THIS 
|PICTURE! 


Ride with the Winner! 








Completed! Previewed! Another big M-G-M Completed! Previewed! Add it to the sure- 


Show on the ! 
way to you fire box-office shows from Leo! 


ROBERT TAYLOR ROSALIND RUSSELL 
LANA TURNER ., WALTER PIDGEON in 


SORNNY EAGER “DESIGN FOR SCANDAL’ 


A MERVYN LeROY PRODUCTION with EDWARD 


ARNOLD, Van Heflin, Patricia Dane, Henry O’Neill, Diana with EDWARD ARNOLD Le 
as ; » Lee Bowman, Mary Beth Hughes 
Lewis * Screen Play by John Lee Mahin and James Edward Barbara Jo Allen, Guy Kibbee « Original Screen Play by ne 


he * d | 
aia“, :CUC Ce Houser + Directed by NORMAN TAUROG + Produced by 
JOHN W. CONSIDINE, Jr. 


Completed! Previewed! The best-selling 
novel to the life! Another Big One! 


“H. M. PULHAM, Esq.” 


starring 


HEDY LAMARR 
ROBERT YOUNG 


“Wish I 
had more 
space to 
tell you 
about-” 


In production NORMA SHEARER, MELVYN 

DOUGLAS in “We Were Dancing,” based in part on 

Noel Coward’s “Tonight at 8:30”... Just finishing at 

press-time, SHIRLEY TEMPLE (she’s twelve and ter- 

rific now) co-starred with HERBERT MARSHALL, 

LARAINE DAY in “Kathleen”. .. Coming 

JEANETTE MacDONALD, NELSON EDDY in 

the Broadway stage smash musical “I Married An 

Angel”. . . And the new KILDARE picture is 

shaping up swell... And “Tarzan’s Secret Treasure,” 

the first one in two years, is awaited by the fans... 

In production “Mr. and Mrs. North” the New York 

stage delight (GRACIE ALLEN’s in it)... WALLACE 

BEERY’s “Steel Cavalry” (of course, Marjorie Main, 

too) ... GREER GARSONS’s next is “Mrs. Miniver,” 

the best-seller. She’s co-starred with WALTER 
PIDGEON . . .“The Vanishing Virginian” has a swell | , .] 
Frank Morgan role...And wait ’til the folks hear at | oo in 
about RED SKELTON in “How To Win Friends OO lee 

and Influence People” based on the Dale Carnegie 
book sensation ... And more happy hits in prepara- , 2 
tion from the Studio that never fails you! ‘THIS PHOTO TELLS ITS 


RUTH HUSSEY 


with CHARLES COBURN, Van Heflin, Fay Holden, Bonita 
Granville « Screen Play by King Vidor and Elizabeth Hill ¢ From 
the novel by John P. Marquand « Directed by KING VIDOR. 
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Renaissance of Field Publicists 


To Create 


Necessity for ‘head on’ or ‘urge’ 
exploitation for picture openings in 
key situations under consent decree 
this season is returning field publi- 
cists to a position of importance 


‘Urge’ Exploitation 





| Sistas Baldwin Joins 


within the industry which they have | 


not enjoyed since the late '20’s. Num- 
ber of exploitation men currently em- 
ployed by the majors is at highest 
point in many years, with 20th-Fox 
carrying the largest of these depart- 
ments, if figured in combination with 
the Hal Horne organization. Horne 
has employed as many as 44 exploita- 
tion men this season with from 30 to 
40 almost continuously on road. In 
addition there are 10 or 12 working 
directly under 20th Fox home office. 


Metro has 32 exploitation men. 
having added two last week, Para- 
mount approximately 16, RKO has 
16. Warner Bros. 10 or 12, United 
Artists uses from 14 to 16, depend- 
ing on number of releases under 
way, and Universal, which seldom 
had more than one or two men on 
the road, sent three more out last 
week for a total of six. Columbia 
has so far used home office exploita- 
tion men for special openings only. 

With feeling in home offices that 
Hollywood advance copy, which has 
proved inadequate as a means of 
pre-selling pictures, is useless for 


the high-pressure campaigns current- | 


ly required, belief is held in indus- 
try circles that a return to show- 


manship methods will re-establish | 


the exploitation field which, in early 


days, provided careers for many now | 


in production, distribution and ex- 
hibition. 


3 CRIX TO AIR VIEWS 
ON PIX BEST FOR KIDS 


Bosley Crowther, film editor of 








the New York Times; Tom Prideaux, | 


film editor of Life mag, and William 
Boehnel, N. Y. World-Telegram 
critic, will give their ideas tomorrow 
(Thursday) night on what films for 
kids should be. 
speakers at a meeting at the Nathan 
Siraus branch of the N. Y. Public 
Library. 


Session, in the interest of better 


films for children, is being sponsored | 


by the public library, by the Schools 
Motion Picture Committee and by 
the National Board of Review. 
Among the speakers will be Julien 
Bryan, documentary producer, and 
Dr. Frederic M. Thrasher, professor 


of education at New York University. | 


Kids’ Stance 
Quartet of 8-to-l13-year old kids 
will air their opinions of films today 
(Wednesday) on a nationwide CBS 


hookup. Moppets are members of 
the Young Reviewers, who regularly 


see pictures under auspices of the 
National Board of Review to 
parents what films, in their opinion, 
children prefer to see. 

Typical of what may be expected 
is comment registered by the YR’s 
in the past, one eight-year-old de- 
claring: ‘I don’t mind love, but they 
should kiss and get it over with.’ 
Radio sesh will be on the ‘Children 
Are Also People’ show. 


WB ‘Blues’ Trailer 


Warner exploiteers tied up ‘Blues 
in the Night’ by arranging for famous 
jazz musicians to play before a board 
of symphonic and operatic experts 
at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y.. 
Nov. 6 at the invitation of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce Music of Society. 
Session at the hostelry has 








been 


dubbed ‘Blues in the Night,’ osten- | 
zibly aims to emphasize importance | 


of jazz in American music. 


Among band leaders slated to ap- 
pear at the Waldorf-Astoria are 
Benny Goodman, Jimmy Lunceford, 


Will Osborne, Al Roth, Glenn Mil- | 


ler, Tommy Dorsey and Art Tatum. 





Preview at the Stork 

First film preview in a nitery is 
being staged for ‘Hot Spot’ (20th- 
Fox) at the Stork Club, N. Y., today 
(29) at 4:30 p.m. 

Arrangements have been made for 
seating approximately 100, consisting 
chiefly of daily and trade newsmen 
and a contingent of out-of-town re- 
viewers who came to N. Y. premiere 
of ‘How Greep Was My Valley.’ 


They'll be among | 


tell | 


Marian Baldwin joins RKO’s stu- 
dio press staff on Nov. 10 to handle 
for the Gabriel Pascal 
Femme, who has been asso- 
ciated with the producer for a num- 
ber of years and was with him in 


|England while he filmed ‘Major 
Barbara,’ has been more recently 
working for United Artists. She is 


publicity 
unit. 


handling out-of-town openings of 
|*Barbara’ for UA. 
Miss Baldwin is in Minneapolis 


now, setting a ‘Barbara’ preem, and 
leaves from there for the Coast on 
Friday (7). 


M-G Gives 1st Show 
Builder Truck Special 
N.Y. Luncheon Sendoff 


Metro, the distribution company 
'which employed the novel traveling 
train and transportable studio for 
| exploitation, launched its traveling 
Show Builder last Friday (24) in the 
Rose Room of the Astor hotel. Latest 


exploitation creation is not unlike 
| Metro’s traveling studio excepting a 
more compact unit, with the inte- 
rior of a specially patterned truck 
fitted out with every modern con- 








|trivance to put across a_ screen 
vehicle. First of several similar 
units shortly to hit the road, the 


Show Builder trucks will be in 
charge of road exploitation men or 
ad experts. 

Idea back of Metro’s Show Builder 
to reach out into smaller 
munities and assist managers there 
with practical ideas on motion pic- 
| ture campaigns. It’s framed to aug- 
ment Metro’s present personal rep- 
resentative service, which now in- 
|cludes an exploitation representa- 
tive in every key center in the U:S. 
and Canada. 


Builder truck carries a 16-milli- 
meter picture projector and screen, 
a voice-recording studio, and sam- 
ples of 82 exploitation ideas and 
services for the exhibitor. A table 
and drawing equipment for laying 
out sample ads is also compactly 
compressed into the Show Builder 
| truck. 


| Howard Dietz, Metro’s ad-pub- 
|licity-exploitation chief who con- 
ceived the Show Builder idea, spoke 
at the luncheon in the Astor which 
preceded the preem exhibition of the 
first Show Builder truck. Dietz 
praised both W. R. Ferguson, ex- 
nloitation director, who will super- 
vise the Builders’ service, and H. M. 
Richey, in charge of exhibitor and 
public relations under W. F. Rod- 
gers, sales chief. 

Dietz expressed his belief that the 
| film business is not a public utility 
|} and that the public must be made to 
realize there is a good show going 
on every night in the year. Besides 
| Dietz and his aides, sales manager 
Rodgers, David Blum, secretary of 
| the company’s international division, 
and Governor Carl Milliken, secre- 
tary of the Hays office, attended the 
preem affair. 


is 


N.Y. RIVOLI'S $10,000 


| FACELIFT FOR ‘VALLEY’ | 


theatre, N. Y., reportedly costing 
| $10,000, were made for run of 20th- 
Fox’s ‘How Green Was My Valley.’ 
| Pic world-preemed there last night 
(Tuesday) with a benefit for the 
Naval Relief Society. All seats sold 
at $2.50. Regular run starts today. 

Erection of heavy classic columns 
and construction behind them of a 
large-scale panorama of the Welsh 
valley which is the locale of the film 
are the principal items in the thea- 
tre’s expensive front change. 

Darryl F. Zenuck, who produced 
the pic, and Walter Pidgeon and 
| Donald Crisp, who are in it, were 
|} among the celebs at last night’s 
debut. Couple Welsh choral groups 
| entertained on a_e specially con- 
' structed stage out front. 


| RKO for Pascal Unit 


‘Kane’s’ Grid Trailer 





Roy Johnson, manager of the 
Liberty, Seattle, one of the Jen- 
sen-Von Herberg theatres, used 
| pickets to advertise ‘Citizen 
Kane’ at the U. C. L. A.-Wash- 
ington U game last week. 

The message on their sand- 
wich signs read as follows: 

‘The Seattle P-I (Post Intelli- 
gencer) refuses the ads for ‘Citi- 
zen Kane’ but you ought to see 
| ty 


Local Flint, Mich., 
Girl Makes Good And 
Town Declares Holiday 


Detroit, Oct. 28. 

Honored at having a budding film 
star, the city of Flint, Mich., third 
largest in the State, declared a legal 
holiday and then, as evidence the en- 
thusiasm was not misguided, nearly 
lost the cause of it all on the eve 
of the civic celebration. Twenty- 
year-old Lorraine Miller was sum- 
moned back to Hollywood summar- 
ily by Sam Goldwyn for her third 
picture in nine months, but skipped 
it for a day so as not to upset the 
city’s plans. 

Oddity in the whole setup is that 
the girl has one of the country’s 
biggest unions as her backers with 
the whole UAW-CIO sponsoring her 
career. Less than a year ago they 
picked. her as the Auto Workers 
queen for their rodeo, with one of 
those Hollywood junkets as part of 
the award. However, unlike most, 
she stayed on, getting a part in ‘All 
American Girl’ and moving up to 
bigger stuff with ‘Ball of Fire.’ This 
was much more than the union ex- 
pected and the star-hungry town of 
Flint took the occasion of her visit 
home to whoop it up. 

In addition to declaring Oct. 24 
‘Lorraine Miller Day,’ a legal holi- 
day—and nobody had to go to work 
—the men and women of the Flint 

















| wood Revue,’ 
com- | 


locale put together the ‘Gala Holly- 
a musical show in 
which she would be featured. The 
wire for her return to the West 
Coast came on the eve of the big 
day, but the former telephone op- 
erator decided not to let down the 
pointers-with-pride and ‘We got a 
movie star’ locals and_ carried 
through. 


TROUBLE-SHOOTER P.A. 
YERGEN SQUARES BETTE 


Minneapolis, Oct. 28. 

















Changes in the front of the Rivoli| 


} 
} 


! 


After local newspapers rapped 
Bette Davis for aloofness and snob- 
| bery in refusing to see reporters, and 
| going into virtual hiding upon her 
arrival to be with her hospitalized 
husband, Arthur Farnsworth. Irving 
Yergen, pressed into emergency 
service to handle her public rela- 


the extent of tossing a party for the 
press. In time, the sheets here fell 


Davis, going to great lengths to cor- 
rect any bad impression created by 
previous yarns. 

Miss Davis had been in the air for 
16 continuous hours in bad weather 
and, because of a storm, had to leave 
the plane at Rochester and drive to 
Minneapolis. She was plenty wor- 
ried about her husband, an engi- 
neer in a Minneapolis manufacturing 
concern. The husband, who 
| been seriously ill with pneumonia, 
is now on the recovery road, how- 
ever, 





| 
| 
| Yergen, who was handling ‘Ser- 
| geant York’ opening in Chicago, was 
|rushed to Minneapolis by Warners 
|to take Miss Davis in tow and she 
|had a plenty busy time of it. He flew 
| back to Chicago for the ‘York’ pre- 
|miere and then returned via plane 
to Minneapolis to handle his Davis 
duties. Then he was called to Chi- 
cago again for a conference with 
Jesse Lasky, following which he 
once more trekked to Minneapolis. 





ROSENFIELD AT 20TH 

Jonas Rosenfield, Jr., formerly 
with Donahue & Coe ad agency, 
joined 20th-Fox Monday (27) as ad- 
vertising copy chief, succeeding 
Frank Moneyhun who last week was 
promoted to the post of executive 
assistant to A. M. Botsford, head of 
the department. 


Rosenfield was with Warners four 
years and prior to joining D. & C. 
had been ad manager on the road- 








tions, induced the star to unbend to | 


had | 


SB&K-Skirball Pool in Toledo; 
Theatres and Exchange Briefies 





Smith, Beidler & Kumer, who 
operate neighborhood houses in To- 
ledo, have formed a pool with Skir- 
ball Bros. As result, the two houses 
will show product day-and-date at 
the same scale of 20c and 30c. For- 
merly the Pantheon has been oper- 
ating as a last nabe run at 15¢ and 
20c, while the Palace was 20c and 
30c. 

Skirball circuit, headquartering in 
Cleveland, has theatres in other Ohio 
towns as well as Pittsburgh. 





New RKO Philly Office 
Philadelphia, Oct. 28. 

RKO’s new exchange building at 
250 North 13th street will be formal- 
ly dedicated tomorrow (Wednesday). 
Open house in the afternoon will be 
attended by a home office delegation 
including Ned Depinet, Andy Smith, 
Cresson Smith, Bob Mochrie, Harry 
Michalson, S. Barret McCormick, A. 
A. Schubert, Bill Savage, M. G. Pol- 
ler, Harry Gittelson and W. J. Mc- 
Shea. 

William J. Keenan has taken over 
operation of the Peerless Distribu- 
ting Co., indie exchange. 

Film Exchange Employees Union 
will nominate officers at a meeting 
Nov. 14, 


expected to open two open-air film- 
ers in this area; one in Upper Darby 
and the other on the Roosevelt 
Boulevard. 

Henry Friedman of the Lawndale 
skedding “The Great Man Votes’ for 
Election Day, Nov. 4. 

Ralph Unks is new member of 
PRC sales. 

David E. Milgram, head of the 
Affiliated Theatre chain, has gone to 
Hot Springs, Ark., for a short rest. 
He’s chairman of the Northern Lib- 
erties Hospital drive. 





Dipson ponnaermee Two 
uffalo, Oct. 28. 

20th Century, downtown first-run, 
has been relinquished by Dipson 
Theatres, Inc., now being operated 
by Midland Properties, Inc., owners 
of the house, through subsid corpo- 
ration. Deal also includes surrender 
of the Riviera, N. Tonawanda, by 
Dipson interests to same owner. 





Poe on Coast 

Seymour Poe, who is United Art- 
ists’ rep on Fox-West Coast account, 
leaves this week for Hollywood after 
a month in New York. He was east 
to obtain approval of the F-WC deal 
and to make arrangements for mov- 
ing his family west, as he only re- 
cently left the h.o. to take over the 
new post. 

Harry Kosiner, former eastern rep 
for Walter Wanger, has been named 
to Poe’s old job of assistant to Has- 
kell Masters, western division man- 


additional duties in the UA sales de- 
partment. 





Ghost Theatre Rises 





E. M. Loew circuit of Boston is | 


ager, and will also take over other | 


(in 


Kay leaves position as assistant to 
manager Morrill Moore at the Isis 
theatre. 





Houlihan’s Extra Chore 
Albany, Oct, 28. 

Daniel Houlihan, head booker in 
20th-Fox exchange, now doubling as 
salesman. He is covering a group of 
subsequent runs in the immediate 
Albany-Schenectady-Troy area. Fox 
has two full time salesmen, Benja- 
min Dare and Fred Sliter. Local 
manager Moe Grassgreen supervises 

sales and handles circuit deals. 





New One in Anderson, Ind. 
Anderson, Ind., Oct. 28. 

Work started Monday (27) on 800- 
seater in downtown district, House 
will be co-managed by the Alliance 
Theatre Corp., Louisville chain or- 
ganization, and the _ locally-owned 
Anderson Theatrical Enterprises, 
Opening set for about Jan. 15. The 
theatre, tentatively tagged the Times, 
will play second-run product of all 
major companies and will be the 
town’s third second-run house. 

New Harvey House 
San Francisco, Oct. 28. 

Tenth house in the Harvey Amuse- 
ment Cirquit will be dedicated about 
Nov. 7. 

Situation is the 950-seat $100,000 
Manor in San Mateo. Thomas Brox- 
holm will manage. 





Roxy, St. Helena, Sold 
San Francisco, Oct. 28. 
The Roxy, St. Helena, Calif., pur- 
chased by M. J. Mosher of Los An- 
geles from Mr. and Mrs. L. A, 
Schelling, according to A. A. Sheuer- 
man, theatre broker. 





Sefton’s Appendectomy 
Wichita, Kans., Oct. 28. 
Harry Sefton, manager of Fox- 
Orpheum here for past 15 years and 
show business here for past 25 
years, recovering from appendec- 
tomy and complications in St. Fran- 
cis hospital. 
New L’ville House Opens 
Louisville, Oct. 28 
New Bard, 1,000-seat 


house in 
Highlands section, opened recently 
(18). House, including real estate, 


parking area, etc., represents an in- 
vestment of $105,000. Louis Wiethe, 
who operates houses in Cincinnati, 
Columbus and Latonia, spent several 
days in town supervising the open- 


ing. 
Boyd E. Fry, for four years assist- 
ant manager of Loew’s State here, 


left recently for Memphis, where 
he will become manager of the 
Palace. 

Succeeding Fry is Ernest Fox, 


former assistant manager of Loew’s 
State, Memphis. 





Par, Omaha, Reopens 








Omaha, Oct. 28. 
Omaha gained another major pic- 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 28, |ture house on Friday (24) when 

Begun 12 years ago by Hendel | Paramount 3,000-seat deluxer of Tri- 
Theatrical Enterprises and then | States (Blank-Paramount) lighted up 
|abandoned midway because of a | again after a long period of dark- 
|number of property and clearance |Ness., Policy‘is second run of the 
obstacles, the unnamed ghost the- | two top pictures in the other local 
latre in nearby Clairton, Pa., will | ristates _ houses, Orpheum and 
| finally be completed and operated by | Omaha. First program was ‘Yank in 
Frank Panapolos, indie exhibitor.|R. A. F.’ (20th) and ‘New Wine 
| He expects to have it open around | (UA). Time will also be held open 
| Feb, 1 and spot that was the longest |f0r any. roadshow that can be 


seat 500. 


° . p. ° ° | ad o ore 
1 th wes in praising bal | being built in theatrical history will | brought here. 
|all over themselves in praisir iss | 


Several have already 


been booked for this big house, not- 
ably ‘Hellzapoppin’ and Ed Wynn 


| show. 


Alhambra in New Kensington, | 
| which has been one of the town’s 
| leading amusement centers since | 


| 1909, is now more; dismantled and 
|razed by current owner, Bert Dat- 
| tola, under whose name it’s been op- 


erated for several years, to make | 
| section 


|way for a modern deluxe house 
| Same showman has planned for early 
| construction. 
| James A. Sipe, former IATSE 
leader locally, resigned as county 
| superintendent of buildings, a po- 
litical post he has held for 


| time, 

| 

Hadaway Shifted 
Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 28. 

| Norris Hadaway, for past five 
|} years manager of the National, at 


| Greensboro, will go to Burlington to 
| become city. manager of North Caro- 
| lina Theatres, Inc., there. He will 
|be succeeded at Greensboro 
|Clyde Wooton, now manager 
theatre in Charlotte. 

Hadaway will succeed Jack E. 
Austin, transferred to Charlotte. 
where he will be city manager there. 


of 





Another Postponement 
Kansas City, Oct. 28. 
Annual convention of managers of 
Fox Midwest Theatres Corp. has 
been postponed a second time. Origi- 
nally skedded for Oct. 16, it was 
postponed until Oct. 23 by the ill- 


|ness of Mrs. Spyros Skouras, wife of 


the prexy of National Theatres, of 
which Fox Midwest is the midland 
link. Continued illness of Mrs. 
Skouras has caused another post- 
ponement until Oct. 30. 





show run of ‘Fantasia’ for Walt Dis- | 


ney. 


District manager James Long an- 
nounced the appointment of Gene 
Kay to post of manager of the Lin- 
wood (nabe) theatre. Vacancy at 


| the Linwood resulted when Charles 


by | 





some | 


| 





Paramount has had varied career 
opening in 1928 as the Riviera under 
A. H. Blank and playing the orig- 
inal old Publix stage shows. House 
is on edge of the downtown business 
and is a slight hill climb 
from center of town. 


Taplinger’s WB Status 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Status of Bob Taplinger as pub- 
licity head of Warner Bros. studio 
will be determined this (Tuesday) 
afternoon after he confers with J. L. 
Warner. Taplinger signed a new 
three-year deal two weeks ago, but 
understood he is demanding clari- 
fication of the studio political setup 
as it affects his position. 

He was at his office today (Tues.) 
but declined to comment on his dif- 
ficulties until after talking with 
Warner. 








In New York, Charlie Einfeld, WB 
pub-ad chief, dismissed it as ‘Holly- 
wood gossip.’ 





LEO PILLOT JOINS COL. 

Leo Pillot, former New York ex- 
ploiteer for United Artists, and 
more recently associated with the 
Hal Horne organization, kas joined 
Columbia’s home office exploitation 
staff. 

Pillot had been handling various 
road openings of ‘Yank in the RAF’ 
for Horne and resigned to accept the 


Weinstein answered call to the army. | Col job to be in New York 
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KATE CAMERON, N. Y. Daily News: 


“Enchanting . . . ‘DUMBO’ is Walt Disney's most endearing character creation ... 
Every minute of the picture is sheer delight.” 


BOSLEY CROWTHER, N. Y. Times: 


“The most genial, the most endearing, the most completely precious feature film 
JOVOUS ever to emerge from the magical brushes of Walt Disney's wonder-working artists 


...A film you will never forget.” 
HOWARD BARNES, N. Y. Herald-Tribune: 


Il 
“Walt Disney has gone back to the magical language of ‘SNOW WHITE’ in LARIOUS 
‘DUMBO’ . . . The result is a show which is so completely captivating that you will 

be making the mistake of your filmgoing life if you miss it.” 


LEE MORTIMER, N. Y. Daily Mirror: 


“Walt has come through with probably the greatest piece of juvenilia ever 
made... 


adults will get a bang from it, too 
Disney's best.” 


. .. In many respects, ‘DUMBO’ is é 
LEO MISHKIN, N. Y. Morning Telegraph: 





SPARKLING 






SPARKLING 


ee “You'll go crazy over it .. . It's Disney at his best . . . Call it wonderful. Call it 
= delightful, enchanting, a dream and a joy. These are the words to be applied 
to ‘DUMBO’.” 
in BRIGHT 
a * ROSE PELSWICK, N. Y. Journal-American: | 
3 “A DELIGHTFUL TREAT... here once more is the blend of imagination, color, 
—— ae music and technical excellence that one has come to expect from the Disney lot.” 





bursts with fun, its color is lovely 


. . . you'll love every minute of it .. . I shouldn't 
be the least bit surprised if ‘DUMBO’ becomes Dopey’s successor. And that's 
\& something!” 
fat ceilied ARCHER ‘WINSTEN, N. Y. Post 
; 2 a Os 4 
YOU NOTICE ’ 


“"“DUMBO’ is Disney technique brought to its ultimate perfection.” 


EILEEN CREELMAN, N. Y. Sun: 
ou =DAILY 


““DUMBO’ has more dynamic brilliance than most of its predecessors. It fairly 


WILLIAM BOEHNEL, N. Y. World Telegram: ) 
y 


\, 


yur” 


“All the Disney delights are present in ‘DUMBO’. Most of it is sheer fun... there 
is also pathos . .. it has more real poignancy than most serious pictures . LE gy, 
serica Was ‘DUMBO’ should soon be established as part of the Broadway scene.” 
wan nims 1 i on Page 9 ———— 
{( ontinuec . , —" 








CECELIA AGER, PM: 


“A treat that’s coming to you, whoever you are ... ‘DUMBO’ is the 
se “Dumbo nicest, kindest Disney yet. It has the most heart, taste, beauty, com- 
For Disney Ale “a the | passion, skill, restraint ‘DUMBO’ is the most enchanting and en- 
ar its world Tee aight Dis- | dearing of the Disney output.” 
“ ; 
Broadway Tet contribution BB | 
ne ‘s f . “Du 0, 
’ ness, " dous | 
Sats deh i ga 
-office power lebrity 
porary weighty with | <e 
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US. Pix Biz Up an Average of 16%, 


Over a Year Ago 


in La 


in America; 





Some Countries Boosted Nearly 60%, 


Business of American distributors 
is up nearly 16% on the average in| 
the Latin-American market, com- 
pared with a year ago at this time. | 


check with several U. S. foreign | 
film managers indicates. Several) 
described the income as varying} 


from 12% to almost 60% in different | 


countries, with some actually just 
holding even with a year ago. Latter | 
is true of those which have suffered 
from having essential trade with | 
Europe eliminated by the war. 

A 16% average improvement, cred- 
ited to majors with a continuous flow 
of strong product, is, however, rather | 
negligible because the Latin-Amer- 
icas are figured ~ as representing 
around 12% of all U. S. film com- 
pany foreign business. Actually this 
means well under 1% improvement 
in total world revenue for each dis- 
tributor because foreign take is now 
running only about 33% of total 
world income. 

Foreign chiefs who sized up the 
situation included John W. Hicks, 
Jr., Paramount; Phil Reisman, RKO; 
J. H. Seidelman, Universal, and 
Walter Gould, United Artists. 


Canada’s Proposed 
Wage Laws Will Not 
Help the Theatres 


Proposed legislation in Canada for} 
partial freezing of wages and profits 
as a followup to limitation on prices 
at which certain goods can be sold, | 
recently put into effect, will not help} 
the theatres but pending study of} 
the new legislation it is the opinion | 











of J. J. Fitzgibbon, president of 
Famous Players-Canadian, that the! 
boxoffice will be affected only 


} 
| 
slightly if at all. 


Compulsory increases in salaries as| 
® government step with the Do-| 
minion determining who shall gets| 
boosts and how much, will probably 
act as an offset together with added | 
employment above the border due to| 





the war. Fitzgibbon reports that busi-| 
satisfactory | 


Ness is at present in 
shape in Canada in spite of every- 
thing, including the heavy tax bur- 
den now being carried. . 

Except for one theatre on which 
consiruc’ion has been delayed for 
five months, FP-C has no plans for 
further expansion at this time, says 
Fitzgibbon. New house is the Capi- 
tol, Ft. William, Ont., which will be 
Opened on Nov. 22. Circuit 
operates the Orpheum, Royal 
Loke in that town. 

The FP-C president was in New 
York, Thursday (238), to celebrate 
his 29th wedding anniversary, 


now 
and 


among 


other things, left the next day for 
Nova Scotia and will return to 
N. Y. today (Wednesday). He will 
be guest of honor at tomorrow’s As- 


sociated Motion 


Jurcheon. 


Picture Advertisers 


J. J. Fitzgibbon, Jr., formerly 
FP-C and more recently at the Par 
heme office in a junior executive 


post, has gone into the army and is a 


lieutenant stationed at Ft. McClellan, | 


la. 


“dmish Fee Control Hits 
Japanese Picture Biz 


Tokyo, Sept. 14 
Enforcement of Aug. 11 ordinance 
} nailed down the admission fees 
c* all film houses in Japan, hitting 
Joavah’s motion pic industry hard. 
©O-cinance expressly stipulates that 
#!) theatrical interests in this coun- 


trv shall not be permitted to raise 
prices on tickeis. 

Another brass-knuckled wallop at 
the industry is the clause which 
states that hereafter all programs 
shall be prepared and submitted to 
1! *> authorities one month in ad- 
vonece. The gate prices would be 
deciced only after the programs ere 
cercfully scrutinized by the offi- 
Cials. 


Spain Helps Its Own in B. A. 
Madrid, Oct. 10. 
Tomas Borras, national chief of 
the Actors’ Syndicate, has  an- 
nounced that his organization would 
shorily repatriate Spanish 
and stage actors who are 
and iobless in Buenos Aires, 


screen 


+ 


in 


indigent | 
| dollar). 





‘ 


Young Edison’ Jap Sock 


Tokyo, Sept. 14. 

Metro's ‘Young Tom Edison’ was 
especially recommended for both 
youngsters and adults here by the 
Education Ministry, and the film 
has made a big sensation. The fol- 
low-up ‘Edison the Man’ is being 
awaited with great enthusiasm. 

‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet’ (WB) 


| has likewise been boosted highly by 


officials and is now showing before 
capacity crowds. ‘Underpup’ (U) 1s 
another hit. 


Mex Film Workers Out 
To Plug Home Product 
Throughout Latin Amer. 


Mexico City, Oct. 28. 

Picture studio workers here are 
out to plug Mexican Slms through- 
out Latin America on a big and 
practical scale, it was revealed by 
Enrique Solis, chief of their union, 
in the key speech at the fiesta cele- 
brating the seventh anniversary of 
the organization. Workers, Solis 
said, have enlisted federal govern- 
ment aid for their proposition to 
open exchanges in the leading Latin 
American cities, particularly in the 
Argentine, Cuba, Chile and Venez- 
uela. 

Union is also to ask the govern- 
ment to assist it to start here a bank 
to finance picture labor and a sort 
of workers’ award, an Academy that 
would work for better pictures. 


MEXICAN MUSICIANS 
FIGHT ‘RACKETEERING’ 


Mexico City, Oct. 28. 
Charges of racketeering with the 
rights of musicians here and those of 
employees of local theatres were 
made by unionized tunesters of the 
Federal District, which includes this 











city, in announcing that it has sev- | 


ered relations with the National The- 
atrical Federation. 

‘The Federation,’ declared the 
union, ‘is exercising what amounts 
| tu feudal dictatorship and is dictat- 
ing measures that are intolerable and 
hamper the fight for class rights,’ 


‘ 





FURTHER CURB JAP PIX 


Government Amalgamates All Firms 
Into Groups 


Tokyo, Sept. 14. 

Film companies in Japan will be 
amalgamated into two concerns, it’s 
been decided as a result of discus- 
sions between the Information Board 
and representatives of film produc- 
| tion firms. 
New policy conforms to the gov- 
|ernment policy on supervision of the 
film industry. 


U.S. Arty Exhibs 
Look to Swedish, 
Latin-Am. Films 


Improved quality and salability of 
both Latin-American and Swedish 
| product in the past month is encour- 
jaging foreign-language and arty 
| theatre exhibitors in New York to 
, believe that film fare from Mexico, 
| South America and Sweden may 
soon fill the void left by French pro- 
ductions. This year U.S. arty exhibs 
are feeling French-language film 
shortage particularly, few of the 
available pictures from France rat- 
ing real b.o. possibliities. 

For a time, Russian product ap- 
peared destined to help span the gap 
caused by the virtual production 
shutdown in France, but present 
warfare with Nazis has clamped 
down on this production. Available 
Soviet features are six months to a 
| year old and not rated as having 
strong appeal in arty houses, though 
| there have been some usual few ex- 
| ceptions. 

Additional 
activity in 
|countries as 
along with renewed activity in Mex- 




















feature production 
such South 





American | ; 
Argentina and Brazil, | 4"d Sciences in Hollywood. 
ri, | ob cactinasthsiees 


| ico, is showing up in more creditable | 


film stories from this market. Yen 
of many residents of U. S. to learn 
the Spanish language and better un- 
derstand neighbors in the Pan- 
American nations is credited with 
heightening boxoffice possibilities of 
| screen fare from the Latin-Americas 
If picture quality keeps up with this 
renewed interest, foreign language 
| film distributors believe Latin-Amer- 
ican product will fit best into the 
arty theatre setup. 


‘Hope-‘Draft’ Tops OK 
| $6,000, Buenos Aires 





| 
| 





| 


| 


| 


Socko Tourist Biz From U.S. Seen 


In Forthcoming Mex Winter Season 





Mex Bans ‘Billy’ 


Mexico City, Oct. 28. 

Exhibition ban on ‘Billy the Kid’ 
(M-G), titled in Mexico ‘Audaz y 
Galante’ (Bold and Gallant’), was 
ordered by the federal film cen- 
soring and supervision department 
because it considered that certain 
scenes of the picture disparage Mex- 
ico and the Mexicans. 

‘Kid’ was yanked on the eve of its 
premiere at the Cine Olimpia, only 
local American-operated cinema. 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB), was held 
over a second week in the emer- 
gency program made necessary by 
the ban of the Robert Taylor film. 

During the conflict with the eight 
major American companies the cen- 
sors quietly lifted the ban they had 
slapped on ‘Kit Carson’ (U), because 
of alleged Mexico slights. 


Argentine, Mexican 


Film Groups Formed 
To Better Production 


Buenos Aires, Oct. 21. 


Backed by leading figures both in 
industry and official circles, first 
South American film museum has 
been formed in Argentina by Manuel 
Pena Rodriguez, pic editor of La 
Nacion, one of the two largest papers 
here. 

Organization is already planning 
creation of an Academy of Cine- 
matographic Art to collaborate with 








the industry on all questions leading | 
to better films and which is expected | 


to become the Latin counterpart of 
the Motion Picture Academy of Arts 


U. S. FILM CURBS FAIL 
TO WORK OUT IN INDIA 


Bombay, Oct. 28. 


| of 


India’s product restrictions on U.S. | 


films, which previously were 25% 


and recently were boosted to 50%, 


are not working out as had been an- | 
ticipated by 
| here. 
American 


government 


distributors who shipped 


officials | 


Under the quota ararngement, 


40 features annually to India for ré- | 


lease were allowed only 30 pictures. 
By the 50% 


are 


arrangement, companies 


now permitted 20 features 


apiece. 

Theory back of restriction was to 
protect dollar exchange. However, 
this did not result, distribution com- 
panies here intimating they collected 
nearly as much from the 30 pictures 
as they did on the 40 formerly dis- 
tributed. Accounted for this by se- 


| curing extended engagements, more 


The union blames employer and 
agent groups in the federation for 
trying to defeat the musicians’ in- Buenos Aires, Oct. 21. 
tention to standardize wage scales in Best dr: ‘ 
é scales est draw at local wickets - 
all local theatres and prevent the | ; a 
é Ce aires < Ns n } ing up 40,000 pesos (approximately 
tunemakers from receiving what | $9,600 U. S.) in its second week 
they call ‘decent’ pay Phe union | was ‘Gone With the Wind’ at the 
has called upon the powerful Con- Gran Rex, pop-price run. First week | 
" cd ae hm oy ee « As hom pa A ° ils XN 
federation of Mex can Workers, Of | o¢ the reduced scale brought in al-| 
which it is a member, to help it in its most 50,000 pesos, practically : 
fight. JU, SOs, aCtuicall’ a 
S i: Bepawew record for the Rex, South 
America’s largest filmery. 
| Other grosses, all given in Ar-| 


Abbott-Costello-‘Navy’ 


gentine pesos, currently worth 25c.,| 


follow: 

Tops Havana, $3,500 Ambassador (Lautaret and Ca- 
| pea vallo) (1,400; 2-150 pesos)—‘Man 
Havana. Oct. 21 Power’ (WB). Satisfactory 17.000 | 
| ‘Gone With the Wind’ is still lin- | P@S0S: with the nanfe pull holding 

g them up at the Fausto, where the biz 

totaled more than $2.500 Ideal (Lococo) }1,046; 3-2.50 pesos) 
mated) last week. Topping the week ‘40,000 Horsemen’ (U). Action pic, 
was a combination of Universal's ‘In | Unusual. for this socialite house, do- 
the Navy’ (Abbott-Costello) and Cu-| ing excellently for 20,000 pesos 
ben vaudeville, which drew about Rex ‘Cordero, Cavallo and Lau- 
$3,300 at the America. Close on its! taret) (1.420. 2-1.50 pesos )—‘Gone’ 
heels was ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) at! (M-G). 40.000 pesos 
the Encanto, with $3,100 Universal’ Normandie (Lococo) (1,420, 2-1.50 
Broadway Limited’ drew $2,000 alt| pesos)—‘Rhythm on River’ (Par). | 


tadio Cine and ‘Andy Hardy's Pri- 
vate Secretary’ (M-G), pulled $1,700 | 


at Alkazar. 


Two Argentine holdovers, ‘Candid | 
Millionaria’ at the Nacional and ‘Una 
Vez de la Vida’ at the Payret drew 


$2,000 and $2,200, respectively. 


Bing Crosby's just-ended p.a. failed 


| to arouse interest in this. Disap- 
| pointing 8,000. 

| Menumental (Coll and Di Fiore) 
| (1,330; 2-1.50 pesos)—‘Sonar no 


Cuesta Nada’ (‘Dream, It Costs Noth- 
ing’) (Sono Film Argentine-made) 
| (2d week). Satisfactory 7,000; first 


| ° ° -, ~ | week was solid 12,000. 

| Mex Swindling Suit | Opera’ ‘Lococo) (2,400; 2-1.50 
Mexico City, Oct. 28. pesos)—‘Caught in Draft’ (Par). 

| Three pictures have provoked a Surprisingly good 25,000 ($6,250) for 


Windling accusation suit by the pro- 
( Sanchez, 
against the distributor, Pedro Perez 


ducer, Federico Perez 
de la Vega. 

Producer told the police that the 
distributor copped $25,000 (Mex) 
| from the pix but only gave him 
$3,000 (Mex) (about 25¢ U. S. to Mex 








| Bob Hope pic, and holding nicely. 

Broadway (Lautaret and Cavallo) 
(1,863; 5-4-3-2 pesos)—‘Fantasia’ 
(RKO). Fifth and closing week reg- 
istered 12,000. Not skedded for pop 
release until next year. 

Suipacha (Coll, DiFiore, Gatti & 
Co.) (2,800; 1.50-1.20 pesos )—‘Model 
| Wife’ (U). Fair 8,000. 








intensified selling and, in some in- 
stances, higher terms 
Unless the 50° quota, now less 


than a month old, works out better 
there have been strong intimations 
here that the India government may 
attempt to freeze part of the U. S 
distributor revenue. 


Reported in N.Y. foreign depart- 
ments that there has been some Sug- 
gestion of a coin freeze in India, but 
no early action is expected. 


Silverstein’s Return 


Maurice ‘Red’ Silverstein, Metro’s 
manager in Singapore, returngd to 
New York this week, after an At- 
lantic seaboard vacation, prepara- 
tory to leaving for his home post. 


Mexico City, Oct. 28. 

Better, if not bigger, American 
tourist business is confidently count- 
ed upon during the cooler-weather 
season in the U. S. by those ele- 
ments in Mexico that benefit di- 
rectly from foreign visitor trade— 
hotels, restaurants and night spots, 
and to a certain extent, theatres 
and cinemas. 

All elements catering to tourists 
agree that late fall and winter 
trade .has every prospect of being 
socko, with most of it from the 
U. S., and possibly eclipsing un- 
precedented biz that Mexico en- 
joyed last summer, commerce that 
happened along in the nick of time 
and provided the necessary coin to 
help this republic out of an eco- 
nomic awkwardness, Reservations at 
the best hotels for the new season 
have already started. Restaurateurs 


'and nitery operators are even now 
| counting their anticipated profits. 


There is not likely to be much 
overcrowding of hotels this new 
tourist season, as was the case last 
summer. Tourists having to sleep 
in pullmans, their cars, other im- 
provised accommodations and _ to 
seek lodgings in private homes made 
it appear that the hotweather visitor 
trade was much bigger than it real- 
ly was. It was big, the biggest that 
Mexico had ever enjoyed, about 
29,000 in July, the peak month, yet 
at the same time not as large as it 
would be when compared with the 
American holiday trade to Canada, 
for instance. The big look came 
mostly from the smallness of hotel 
accommodations. A 300-room hos- 
telry a mammoth down here. 

The bigness of the chilly-to-cold 
tourist trade calculated 
upon for the caliber of the visitors, 


is 


season is 


Tourists last summer were mostly 
white-collar wage earners, school 
teachers, students and small busi- 


ness people. Their individual spend- 
ing was not great, figured at around 
$100 (U. S.). Nevertheless, in the 
aggregate, that outlay, translated 
into pesos at 4.86 per dollar, was 
a most important sum for Mexico. 
The fall-winter tourists should be 
the big business, executive and 
retired classes, persons with big 
money and accustomed to spending 
freely—the people who prefer to 
vacation when nearly everybody else 


is working. 
Seek U. S. Talent 
Detroit, Oct. 28. 
Reversing the usual procedure, the 
Good Neighbor policy now has 


brought Mexican talent scouts as far 
north in the U. S. as Michigan. In 
recently, to catch a favorable press 


struck by the novelty of below-the- 
border scouts prowling up here 
among the snowflakes, were Mario 
Moreno, who, as ‘Cantinflas,’ is Mex- 
ico’s leading stage comedian, and 
Ramon Reachi, former dancer (Ra- 
mon and Renita), gathering talent 


for a musical stage show for Mexi- 
co’s winter season. 

Quoth The Detroit Free Press, ‘It 
merits some space, since one is struck 


by ‘the contrast between his (‘Can- 
tinflas’) conduct in our country and 
the conduct of some of our movie 


stars when visiting his country. Up 
to now, he has not got married, not 
got divorced, not got lost in any of 
our wildernesses and not got ar- 
rested for being a nuisance at a pub- 
spectacle.’ 

The Mexican pair making a 
quick swing by plane through the 
country, the junket also extending 
into Canada, mostly dipping into the 
niteries, both regular and black-and- 
tan, for the signing up of acts for 
Mexico City musicals. The basic idea 
is that with the evermounting Ameri- 
can tourist trade below the border, 


lic 


are 


| musicals with familiar acts from the 


States will provide both the friendly 


He had been in homeoffice huddles | 8!mosphere and a husky boxoffice. 


during his N. Y. sojourn. 





Extended Runs in Turkey 
Most apparent effect of war on 
film business in Turkey is an in- 
crease in extended runs. 





Reason is that both distributors 
and exhibitors desire to conserve 
pix. 

George Weltner, executive § as- 


sistant to John W. Hicks, Jr., Para- 
mount’s foreign chief, is scheduled 
to leave New York Nov. 7 on an ex- 
tended biz trek through South 
America. 





Mex Thesps Rebel 


Mexico City, Oct. 28. 

Picture players have joined in the 
restlessness that is afflicting all of 
the business, excepting, perhaps, the 
producers. 

Film thespians are rebelling 
against the payment of 2% of their 
salaries to the National Theatrical 
Association, contending that as the 
theatre means little, if anything, to 
them, this nick is just much 
money discarded, that theatre unions 


sO 


| never back them up in their disputes 
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Topay THE NATION 
KNOWS HOW GREAT IT Is! 























with 


WALTER PIDGEON - MAUREEN O'HARA + DONALD CRISP 
ANNA LEE + RODDY McDOWALL ~ 


JOHN LODER « SARA ALLGOOD 
BARRY FITZGERALD « PATRIC KNOWLES 


Produced by Directed by 


DARRYL F. ZANUCK JOHN FORD 


Screen Play by Philip Dunne 





New York’s throngs are thrilling to the 
World Premiere run at New York’s Rivoli... 
as word flashes to the nation! From a score 
of cities came the motion picture critics of 
great newspapers to cover the brilliant 
opening! A masterpiece of 20th Century-Fox 


entertainment... heralded by a master- 

















stroke of 20th Century-Fox showmanship! 
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FILM BOOKING CHART Mabom LA. Film Rower 





Hollywood, Oct. 28. 


Jean A. Mahom, formerly with 


(For information of theatre and fitm exchange bookers VARIETY presents | Fox Films de Mexico, distributors of 
@ cemplete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com 


panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 


VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 


Key to Type Abbreviations. 


M—Meloarama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 

















Drama, W—Western; D—Drama, RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of VaRtety’s review and running time. 
COPYRIGHT, 1940. BY VARIETY, ENC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

eect 
—_ — 
WEEK OF RELEASE—9/12/41 
Seinen of Michigan (Col) 9/17 D 65 T. Harmon-A. Louise 
Let’s Go Collegiate (Mono) C 62 F. Darro-M. Moreland 
Parachute Battalion (RKO) 7/16 D 75 R. Preston-N. Kelly 
Outlaws of the Cherokee Trail (Rep) w 3 Mesquiteers 
Apache Kid (Rep) 24 W 356 D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Belle Starr (20tn) 8/27 D 87 R. Scott-G. Tierney 


Unfinished Business (U) 8/27 


Navy Blues (WB) 8/13 








I. Dunne-R. Montgomery 


RD 94 
D 108 A. Sheridan-J. Oakie 


WEEK OF RELEASE—9/ 19/41 





Ladies in Retirement (Col) 9/10 D 
Down in San Diego (M-G) 7/30 cD 
We Go Fast (20th) 9/10 Cc 
Sing Another Chorus (U) 9/10 cD 
Kid from Kansas (U) 9/24 w 
A Girl Must Live (U) D 
Nine Lives Are Not Enough (WB) 9/3 M 


$1 
69 
64 
64 
61 


I. Lupino-L. Hayward 

R. McDonald-B. Granville 
L. Bari-A. Curtis ' 

J. Frazee-J. Downs 

D. Foran-L. Carrillo 

M. Lockwood-R. Houston 
R. Regan-J. Perry 





WEEK OF RELEASE—9/26/41 





You’ll Never Get Rich (Col) 
Gun Man From Bodie (Mono) 
Hold Back the Dawn (Par) 
Death Vailey Outlaws (Rep) 
Sailors on Leave (Rep) 10/8 
Lady Scarface (RKO) 17/23 
Last of the Duanes (20th) 
It Started With Eve (U) 
Sergeant York (WB) 7/2 


9/24 
10/29 
7/30 
10/1 


cD 


9/10 
10/1 


1-1-1 lek 1b 


88 
61 
114 
56 
71 
65 
57 
90 
134 


F. Astaire-R. Hayworth 

B. Jones-T. McCoy 

C. Boyer-O. de Havilland 
D. Barry-L. Merrick 

W. Lundigan-S. Ross 

D. O’Keefe-J. Anderson 

G. Montgomery-L. Roberts 
D. Durbin-C. Laughton 

G. Cooper-J. Leslie 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/3/41 





Two Latins from Manhattan (Col) 
Father Takes a Wife (RKO) 7/16 
Man at Large (20th) 9/10 
Burma Cenvoy (U) 10/1 


70 


10/1 D 65 J. Davis-J. Woodbury 
ae 


A. Menjou-G. Swanson 
M. Weaver-G. Reeves 


D 59 C. Bickford-E. Ankers 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/10/41 





Texas (Col) 10/8 

Lady Be Good (M-G) 7/1C 
Tonto Basin (Mono) 

Skylark (Psr) 9/10 

Mercy Island (Rep) 10/15 
Riders of Purple Sage (20th) 
Great Guns (20th) 9/10 
New Wine (UA) 7/13 
Helizapoppin’ (U) 


Ww 
MU 


9/17 


M 


acetone 


$3 
110 


W. Holden-C, Trevor 
A. Sothern-E. Powell-R. Youn; 


Range Busters 

C. Colbert-R. Milland 

R. Middleton-G. Dixon 

G. Montgomery-M. Howard 
Laurel-Hardy 

I. Massey-A. Curtis 
Olsen-Johnson 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/17/41 





9/ 


Blonde From Singapore (Col) D 
Top Sargent Mulligan (Mono) Cc 
Nothing But the Truth (Par) 7/30 Cc 
All That Money Can Buy (RKO) 7/16 D 
Weekend in Havana (20th) 9/17 MU 
South of Tahiti (U) 10/22 D 
Down Mexico Way (Rep) 10/29 M 
Jesse James at Bay (Rep) 10/15 w 
The Maltese Falcon (WB) 10/1 D 


67 


89 
100 
BU 
75 
77 
56 
100 


Rice-L. Erickson 

. Pendleton 

Hope-P. Goddard 
Arnold-W. Huston 

. Faye-J. Payne 
DonLevy-M. Montez 
Autry-S. Burnett 
Rogers-G. Hayes 
Bogart-M. Astor 


PIO Bip Ds pe 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/24/41 





Three Girls About Town (Col) 10/22 
The Men in Her Life (Col) 

Buy Me That Town (Par) 7/30 
Spooks Run Wild (Mono) 

The Gay Falcon (RKO) 9/17 
Gauchos of Eldorado (Rep) 

Flying Cadets (U) 10/15 
The Masked Rider (U) 
Lydia (UA) 8/20 

Moon Over Her Shoulder (20th) 


Cc 
D 
cD 


Zf0a0e 


R 
Cc 


o 


90 
68 
62 
67 


60 
57 


J. Blondel-B. Barnes 

L. Young-C. Veidt 

L. Nolan-C. Moore 

B. Lugosi-East Side Kids 
G. Sanders-W. Barrie 

B. Steel 

W. Gargan-E. Lowe 

J. M. Brown-F. Knight 
M. Oberon-E. M. Oliver 
L. Barri-J. Sutton 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/31/41 


| 20th Century-Fox product in Mexico 
| City, launching into distribution 
| here. 

He has taken quarters on film row 
and will handle distribution for this 
area of Spanish-made films from 
Mexico and other American-Spanish 
speaking countries. 


is 























| 

I 

| Decree Cools 
Lamm Ontinued from page 5 

lays will cool patronage in the 


second-run category, but will work 
even greater hardship on third and 
following runs. Though consent 
decree pictures have not yet pene- 
trated the exhibition market suf- 
ficiently to determine the extent of 
various problems which may arise, 
the belief is held that in the sub- 
sequent runs, where few films from 
the ‘Big Five’ have been played, 
the clearance jam will prove a 
major hazard. 
Stymied 

While the decree includes pro- 
visions for adjustment of clearance, 
there is no way to prevent an ex- 
hibitor from suffering under exist- 
ing clearance as a result of buying 
difficulties. A first-run may buy and 
play a decree picture quickly after 
it is available. If the second-run 
doesn’t also buy it immediately, then 
he may not be showing it by the 
time his clearance period is up. He 
may regularly play film 14 days, for 
instance, behind the first-run. If he 
delays on his deal he may not be 
dating the film until a month later, 
meantime keeping the public wait- 
ing for it. 

Though they may have contracted | 
for the picture and are entitled to 
it, the subsequent-runs are at the 
mercy of the second-run ahead of 
them and cannot get a print until 
that run has been played. A fourth- 
run is likewise at the mercy of the 
third if the latter stalls. Selling de- 
lays all along the line might lengthen 
the clearance between runs to such 
a point that films will set new 
records in time required to liquidate 
contracts, another headache 
distributors. 

Should the practice of 








delaying 


product deals become general, then 
a new selling factor will quickly 
become manifested. Distributing 


companies signatory to the decree, 
with theatres under their control, 


their 

behind 
hurry 
14-day 
days, or longer. It is expected that 
this would figure largely where pic- 
tures are big grossers in the first- 
runs. 


affiliated circuits. Theatres 
would be encouraged to 
up their deals so tkat their 














Smiling Through (M-G) 9/17 RD 
Riding the Sunset Trail (Mono) w 
New York Town (Par) 7/30 RD 
Dumbo (RKO) 10/1 

Hot Spot (20th) 10/22 cD 
Appointment for Love (U) 10/29 cD 
All American Co-ed (UA) 10/8 M 
Sundown (UA) 10/15 M 
Public Enemy (Rep) D 
One Foot in Heaven ado 10/1 D 





100 


75 
71 
81 


70 
90 


J. MacDonald-B. Aherne 
T. Kenne 

M. Martin-E. McMurray 
(Disney Cartoon) 

B. Grable-V. Mature 

M. Sullivan-C. Boyer 

F. Langford-J. Downs 
G. Tierney-B. Cabot 

P. Terry-W. Barrie 

F. March-M. Scott 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/7/41 





The Stork Pays Off (Col) Cc 
Ziss Boom Bah (Mono) MU 
Birth of the Blues (Par) 9/3 MU 
The Devil Pays Off (Rep) D 
Unexpected Uncle (RKO) 8/17 Cc 
Small Town Deb (20th) 10/22 cD 
Swing It Seldier (U) 10/29 M 


80 
67 
72 
66 


M. Rosenbloom-R. Hudson 
G. Hayes-P. Hayes 

B. Crosby-M. Martin 

W. Wright-O. Masson 

A. Shirley-J. Craig 

J. Withers-J. Darwell 

K. Murray-F. Langford 





Bitoni OF RELEASE—11 [e/a 





Secrets of a Lone Wolf (Col) M 
I Killed a Man (Mono) M 
Suspicion (RKO) 9/24 D 
Swamp Water (20th) 10/22 D 
Corsican Brothers (UA) M 
Miss Polly (UA) Cc 
Sierra Sue (Rep) w 
Paris Callifig: (U) D 


Ww. William- B. Ford 
R. Cortez 
Cc. Grant-J. Fontaine 
W. Brennan-W. Huston 
D. Fairbanks, Jr.-R. Warrick 
= Pitts-S. Summerville 
. Autry-S. Burnett 
z Scott-E. Bergner 





WEEE OF BELEATE—Ut/ (21/41 





The Men ‘in Her Life (Col) 
Double Trouble (Mono) 
Skylark (Par) 

Look Who’s Laughing (RKO) 
Moonlight in Hawaii (U) 
Quiet Wedding (U) 3/5 
The Missouri Outlaw (Rep) 


D 


9/17 


Cc 
Cc 
Cc 
10/15 Cc 
D 


w 


75 
59 
75 


L. Young- Cc. Veidt 

H. Langdon 
C.Colbert-R. Milland 
E. Bergen-L. Ball 

J. Frazee-J. Dewns 
M. Lockwood-D. Farr 
R. Barry-L. Merrick 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 





Aldrich for President (Par) 7/30 Cc 
You Belong to Me (Col) 10/29 Cc 
All Money Can Buy (RKO) 7/16 D 
Among the Living (Par) 9/3 D 
Glamour Boy (Par) 9/10 Cc 
International Squadron (WB) 8/13 M 
Married Bachelor (M-G) 9/10 Cc 


Two-Faced Woman (M-G) 10/22 cD 
Honky Tonk (M-G) 9/17 D 
The Prime Minister (WB) 9/17 RD 
Night of January 16th (Par) 9/10 D 
Look Who’s Laughing (RKO) 9/17 c 
Weekend for Three (RKO) 10/29 Cc 
Riding the Wind (RKO) 9/10 Ww 
Moon Over Her Shoulder (20th) 10/22 C 
How Green Was My Valley (20th) 10/29 D 


120 


J. Lyden-J. Preisser 

B. Stanwyck-H. Fonda 
E. Arnold-W. Huston 
A. Dekker-S. Hayward 
J. Cooper-S. Foster 

R. Reagan-O, Bradna 
R,. Young-R. Hussey 

W. Powell-M. Loy 

G. Garbo-M. Douglas 
C. Gable-L. Turner 

J. Gielgud-D. Wynward 
E. Drew-R. Preston 

E. Bergen-L. Ball-F. Redman 
D. O’Keefe-J. Wyatt 

T. Holt-M. Douglas 

L. Bari-J. Sutton 

W. Pidgeon-M. O’Hara 


UA Prez-less 


[ot_— ontinued from page 5 








their confabs in the east was a ‘blue- 
print’ for future operation of UA. 
It provides, among other things, for 
a board on each coast to handle 
financial and production duties. This 
will not replace a president, but will 
supplement him. 

Eastern board is expected to con- 
sist of three men, among whom will 
be Edward C. Raftery, of UA’s coun- 
sel. Hollywood group probably will 
number four men and include Dan 
O’Shea, Selznick v.p. Roster of the 
boards will include several members 
of the regular UA board of direc- 
tors but that body—consisting now 
of the owners themselves—will con- 
tinue to meet once a month as the 
dominating factor in the company. 





Rejection by UA of Sears last 
| week came after all the prelim- 
|inaries had been agreed upon be- 
tween the Warner Bros. sales chief 


and Selznick, acting for the owners. 
Upset came when they got down to 
the money question and Sears re- 
portedly adopted an attitude of: ‘You 
sent for me and need me so you 
must meet my terms.’ Selznick and 
the other UA owners were bowled 
over by Sears’ idea of salary and 
profit-sharing bonus. 


There was also some feeling in 
the UA camp that Sears may not 
have altogether figured on leaving 
WB to accept the presidency. Wil- 
liam F. Rodgers, it was recalied, re- 
cently was handed a Metro vice- 
presidency after UA had attempted 
to coax him away from his sales- 
managership. This impression, how- 
ever, is refuted by Sears’ refusal to 
entertain a new deal at Warners 
after stepping out of the UA ne- 
gotiations. 





for | 


could arrange for quick deals with | 


clearance doesn’t become 28 | 
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Continued 


Gun Man From Bodie 


marshal and a chuckhouse cook, re- 
spectively. 

Plot’s as involved as a congres- 
sional probe. Jones stumbles onto 
an infant orphaned by the murder 
of its parents at the hands of rus- 
tlers. Kid is cute and photographs 
well, but is scarcely the sort of thing 
to hand western audiences. Jones 
‘takes the child to Christine McIn- 
| tyre’s ranch and finds that she, too, 
lis victimized by the cattle thieves. 
| Enter Marshal McCoy and Cookie 
Hatton to help expose the crooked 
lawyer and his hirelings. 

Stupid pieces like Jones feeding 
the infant by milking a cow into 
his glove, then punching a hole in 
the fingers, offset whatever merit the 
screenplay might have. McCoy alone 
of the top trio gives a convincing 
performance and Hatton's handling 
of his alleged comedy lines is as pa- 
thetic as the lines themselves. Sup- 
port is lacking from the first frame. 

Considering what he had to con- 
tend with, Megger Spencer Bennet’s 
chore is acceptable. Harry Neu- 
mann’s lens trick is okay for a west- 
ern, but Car] Pierson’s editing is 
questionable. Art. 











A Day in Soviet Russia 
(RUSSIAN-MADE) 


Artkino-Anglo-A\merican Film Corp. re- 
lease of Documentary Films, Kiev, U.S.S.R., 
production. English version supervised by 
Herbert Marshall; editor, Sidney Cole: au- 
thor and narrator of English commentary, 
Quentin Reynolds; scenario, B. Yagling, M. 
Tseitlin; directors, M. Slutsky, R. Karmen; 
camera, R. Karmen, M. Oshurkov, B. 
Nebylitsky; lyrics, WV. Lebedev-Kumach; 
music, Daniel Pokrass. At Stanley, N. Y., 
Oct. 25, ‘41. Running time, 56 MINS. 


(English Dialog) 
Quentin Reynolds shines as narra- 
tor in this graphic, timely; 








|modern Russia. 
| though barely touching on _ the 
Russo-German war, covers a subject 


that ties in with daily newspaper 
| headlines, and would serve well 
as a second feature in the regular 


jruns. With public sentiment the way 
| it is currently, production will likely 
| find a sy mpathetic audience in most 
| situations. 

| Reynolds, who also 
| smooth script, 
made to 


authored the 
Says the picture was 
prove that Russians are 
‘people.’ With easy, natural delivery 
the narrator has done a topnotch 
job in putting that important point 
across. He stresses the human fac- 
tor at every opportunity, pointing 
up such commonplaces as pedesirians 
risking their lives in dodging traffic | 
—just like those in London and 
New York; the stenog going to 
work in a Soviet government office 
with a brand new hair-wave; the 
chimes of the huge clock in Moscow 
which sound like the Big Ben 
London Film draws a convincing 
parallel between Soviet farmers, fac- 
tory workers, coal and gold miners, 





artists, musicians and those in 
America or England. 

Picture, which covers an average 
24-hour period in the life of the 


| U.S.S.R., was filmed in one day by 
97 cameramen stationed in 
points of the Soviet union from the 
Bering Straits, 17 miles from Alaska, 
to Leningrad, 5,000 miles eastward. It 
also includes clips shot in areas from 
the Kamchatka Peninsula in the 
Arctic to joviet Asia Minor. Made 
under the direction of Soyuskino- 
| khronika, Soviet newsreel trust, 
clips cover the geographical, manu- 
facturing, shipping and armament- 
producing activities of a nation of 
193,000,000. It sums up as an in- 
teresting study of the new, indus- 
trialized Russia and serves in a 
measure to explain the sturdy re- 
sistance the Soviets have so far been 
able to put up against the Nazi in- 
vaders. Strictly a documentary 
film, Reynolds has treated the sub- 
ject material with a warmth which 
overcomes much of the stiffness com- 








monly associated with pictures of 
i this type. Mori. 
(‘Le Roi’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 

Trio Films release of Les Films Mod- 
— production, Stars Raimu, Victor 
Francen, Gaby Morlay and Elvire Popesco. 
Directed by Pierre Colombier. Screenplay, 
Louis Verneuil, adapted from original 
French stage play by Arene, de Caillavet 
and De Flers; camera, Kruger and Fos- 
sard; music, Billy Colson; English titles, 
Milton Doushkess. Previewed in projection 
room, N. Y., Oct. 24, '41. Running time, 
94 MINS. 


Cast: Raimu, Victor Francen, Gaby Mor- 
lay, Elvire Popesco, Andre’ Lefaur, Helene 
Roberts, Argentin, Paul Amiot, Gaston 
Dubose, Duvaleix, Jean Gobet, Ph. Her- 
sent, Georges Peclet, Duvalles, 





(In French; with English Titles) 

The fictional impudence of the 
French film-makers remains undim- 
med apparently wherein their treat- 
ment of Gallic morals is concerned 
if one is to judge by ‘The King.’ At 
least undimmed in Pre-Vichy France 
when this Louis Verneuil screenplay 
was adapted from an old French bed- 
room farce. 

Never approaching the smutty, its 
clever implications, either through 
the writing or directional design, have 








Film Reviews 


inter- | 
esting word and camera portrait of | 
Picture is topical, | 


in | 


selected | 











from page 9 j 


shaped ‘The King’ into a ribald tra- 
vesty on playboy monarchs. One of 
the best French pix to reach these 
shores, it should compare favorab.y 
boxofficially, m the final analy- 
sis, with the best of the recent 
French film grossers in America. 

Raimu, Victor Francen, Gaby Mor- 
lay and Elvire Popesco—there ap- 
parently could not have been a better 
cast parlay for a French picture. 
Add to that the smash writing of 
Verneuil, particularly on dialog, and 
the direction of Pierre Colombier, 
whose deft touches tell adequately 
what the censors would not per- 
mit. 

In this yarn of a mythical king 
who visits Paris, Verneuil has tra- 
vestized the characters in their 
broadest sense, from Victor Francen, 





as the regent, to Gaby Morlay 
ex-seamstress who is’ France a ’s 
mistress for one night, though 


normally the wife of his host, Raimu. 
The latter, of course, plays his usual 
self, thwarted znd forever-perplexed, 
a cabinet member alternately con- 
scious of class distinctions and be- 
guiled by his mistress’ explanations 
of her rendezvous with the king. 


Lessers in the cast all contribute 
excellently. But for the main it’s 
the performance of the four stars 
that enshrouds the rest. Raimu has 
never been beiter. Francen, now in 
Hollywood, is also excellent along 
with Mlles. Morlay and Popesco. 
Among the support, Andre Lefaur 
plays an aristocrat antagonist to 
Raimu for best results. 

An old story with French films, 
photography is extremely poor. 
Verneuil, now in the United States, 
has contributed a foreword bridging 
any possible situational gap since the 
1938 production of the picture. 

Naka, 




















Russe Rally 





| Continued from page 2 —4 
delayed and then frequently inter- 
rupted. 

Joseph E. Davies, former U. S. am- 


bassador to the U. S., drew ovations 
for his praise of the Russian peo- 
ple’s fortitude and loyalty, although 
jhe made it clear that he was not 
|in sympathy with Communism and 
had so informed the heads of the 
|Russian government when in Mos- 
| cow. 

| It was also noticeable that a good 
| portion of the crowd rose to its feet 
| when the Russian flag was carried 
up on the stage, set in the center of 
| the arena much like a prize ring. 

| Martin Gabel, actor and producer, 
| was the show’s: commentator from 
a side box, with assistance from My- 
ron McCormack. Although virtually 
'a string of speeches, the timing of 


|the proceedings was excellent and 
made as dramatic as possible. There 
was much collections of money 
i|through the audience by girls in 
|evening gowns. 

| Ira Gershwin and Harold Arlen 
wrote a special song for the affair, 
titled ‘If That’s Propaganda, Make 
the Most of It,’ which was sung by 


Vaughn Monroe. Its lyrics follow: 
| The whole wide world is in dan- 
ger 
As the Axis hacks away. 
There’s a mad dog in the manger 
And he must be brought to bay! 


Shall we, 
dom, 

Just stand by and be dumb.... 

Or shall we help to save the 
world 

From those who would enslave 
the world? 


who still know Free- 





Let’s get out of the woods! 
Let’s deliver the goods! 


REFRAIN 
Put the pressure on Prussia! 
Get the goods off to Russia! 
If that’s Propaganda— 
Make the most of it! 


Bigger Bundles for Britain— 
With no question of quittin’— 
If that’s Propaganda— 
We boast of it! 


Take the chains 
Off the Danes.... 
Clutch 

Off the Dutch.... 
The curbs 

Off the Serbs! 


Save the souls 
Of the Greeks and the 
Poles.... 


And the legions 
« Of Norwegians! 
If we still stand for Freedom— 
Let them know it across the sea! 
Let’s have more and more 
Propaganda for 
Humanity! 
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Wise... 
They 
| Sing! 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 





Andrews Sisters (3), Johnny Long 
Orch (16) with Bob Houston, Paul 
Harmon, Helen Young; Larry Adler, 
Wally Brown & Annette Ames; 
‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), re- 
viewed in VARIETY July 30. 





This is Johnny Long’s Broadway 

icture house debut. He made it the 

ard way, via the dime-a-danceries, 
later going into the Hotel New 
Yorker, where he recently wound 
up a stay of several months to give 
way to Benny Goodman. 


Long’s orch, on the sweet side, got 
off to an encouraging start here and 
shapes up as a good bet. The piano 
concerto number, featuring Paul 
Harmon and blending with the saxes, 
is easily the best of the arrange- 
ments. It points up the style and 
type of material which best serve 
the band. Long also has a winner 
in sinrer Bob Houston, who comes 
through with a few pop numbers for 
solid results. Helen Young, another 
vocalist, has a rather low-pitched 
voice more suitable perhaps to the 


‘intimate surroundings of a _ nitery. 


Advisability of a change of pace as 
well as delivery is indicated. For 
the rest the Long orch impresses as 
a smooth unit providing excellent 
musical support for other perform- 
ers. Long batons suavely and violin 
solos briefly besides being a person- 
able m.c. 


Stage show this week also marks 
the return of the Andrews Sisters to 
this house for their seventh visit in 
four years, three times within the 
past year. Sisters are in for two 
or three weeks this time, reportedly 
at $5,000 per, and are set to return 
again Christmas for a four-week en- 
gagement when a backstage shindig 
is planned to commemorate the day, 
four years earlier, when the girls 
were catapulted into fame with ‘Bei 
Mir.’ Managing director Bob Weit-~- 
man will at the same time cele- 
brate the sixth anniversary of the 
inaugural stage band policy at the 
Paramount. 

Andrews Sisters, as usual, went 
big with the customers at show 
caught. Nonetheless, they stand in 
need of at least one or two fresh 
novelties for picture house dates. 
Of the five numbers currently on 
their repertoire only two are ade- 
quate—‘Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy,’ 
wisely tied in with mention of ‘Buck 
Privates’ (U), in which they are fea- 
tured, and an oldie, ‘Apple Blossom 
Time.’ ‘Aurora,’ ‘Sleepy Serenade’ 
and ‘Sonny Boy’ with mild comedy 
interpolations could well. be re- 
placed. The Sisters continue to pack 
rhythm, pep, distinctive delivery, 
currently representing greater mar- 
quee value than eyer as a result of 
their film appearances. 

Larry Adler, harmonica tooter, in 
next-to-closing, mixes boogie woogie 
with the classics. The former has 
the edge as far as response in pic- 
ture houses goes, Adler scoring best 
with ‘Beat Me Daddy.” Harmonica 
soloist, who has been playing con- 
cert dates with symphony orchs and 
is scheduled to appear at New York’s 
Carnegie Hall next month with 
Xavier Cugat, presents a slick, im- 
maculate appearance. Opens with 
a medley of George Gershwin num- 
bers, encores twice and could easily 
have stayed longer. 

Bill is nicely rounded out with 
Wally Brown and Annette Ames. 
Brown is a nifty comic capitalizing 
on double talk, eccentric delivery, 
neat timing and okay material. 
Girl, in short dress with panties 
showing, essays moppet talk with 
baby squeak. 

Potent b.o. slated for the date. 

Mori. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Andy Kirk Orch 





(14) with June 


Richmond, Mary Lou _ Williams, 
Flyod Smith, Henry Wells, Billy 
Nightingale; Tampa Boys (2), 3 


Kings, Earle and Frances, Monte 
Hawley, Johnny Lee, Vivian Harris; 
‘Lucky Devils’ (U). 





Stage show here is usually over- 
long and this week is no exception. 
But apparently the Harlemites like 
their colored shows that, way. Con- 
suming fully one hour and 25 min- 
utes, only Andy Kirk’s orch and 
specialities with the band repre- 
sent time well spent. Presentation 
could be trimmed considerably of 
extraneous material. 

Kirk has a slick, bangup unit 
with a corking novelty in Floyd 
Smith’s Hawaiian guitar. Smith's 
intimate, somewhat nonchalant style 
is-particularly effective. Also out- 
standing with the Negro band are 
June Richmond and Mary Lou Wil- 
liams. Miss Richmond, hefty song- 
stress who essays comedy touches in 
combination with double talk lyrics, 
goes torchy for a spell, throws in a 
couple of dance steps, and generally 
keeps the customers in a happy 
frame of mind. Miss Williams, an 
adept pianist, is limited to a brief 
solo with orch. 

Kirk orch is hot and strong virtu- 
ally all the way. Toppers are the 
drum and jam session routines. Ben 
Thigpen, Kirk’s. drummer, goes out 
of this world for the former, giving 
out with a vivid tom-tom specialty, 
heightened with special lighting 
effects that go big. Jam session has 


sents 
Billy Nightingale, lithe and expert 
| tapper, also with the band, dampens 
linterest with uncertain comedy at- 
tempts. Monte Hawley and Johnny 
Lee, comics, try hard with an insipid 
pre-World War 1 line of patter; 
Three Kings are a conventional bal- | 
ancing act. 


palm pats and bow-off 





| various members of the band solo- 
ing, mostly the sax, Al Sears. Henry 
Wells, band vocalist, doesn’t impress. 


For the rest production repre- 
indifferent material at best. 


Tampa Boys (New Acts) look as if 


they have something on the ball in 
the hoofing department. 
Frances, mixed dancing team in cir- 
cusy costumes 
ately well, complete lineup. 
ous blackout, with Vivian Harris and 
Johnny Lee, prior to jam session 
wouldn't be missed. 


Earle and 


registering moder- 
Innocu- 


Mori. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 25. 
Cappy Barra Boys (3) with 





Shirley Gay, Plato & Jewell, Jessie 
Price, Kathe Joyce, Harris & Howell, 
Tom O’Neal, Herb Six House Orch; 
‘Bad Lands of Dakota’ (U). 





This is one of those bills without 


any marquee draft which makes no 
pretenses 
patrons a pretty fair package of 
moderate entertainment once they’re 
in. Tom O’Neal returns after his 
standard booking here several weeks 
ago as m.c., 
tapping and fun bill totals virtually 
six acts in 56 minutes, more than the 
usual running time. 


but which gives. the 


and with his turn at 


Herb Six house orch gets in a trio 


of pop songs before O’Neal takes 
over to spot the harmonica playing 
Cappy Barra trio in the lead. Their 
‘Poet and Peasant’ is worthy but act 
goes awry when 
vocals. Shirley Gay contributes a 
special terp to ‘Doll Dance’ and then 
is seen no more. 
sleight-of-hand has 
routed, with partner Jewell taking 
active part in the magic. 
his tailcoat too much obvious play. 


they delve into 


Plato in a bit of 
routine well 


Plato gives 


In place of the regular amateur 


contest winner Barney Joffee has 
booked Jessie Price, 
trap drummer, to furnish six minutes 
of adequate skin torturing. Then it’s 
a brief four minutes by Kathe Joyce 
—former understudy to Betty Grable 
in ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’—vocalling 
‘South American Way’ and clicking a 
modern tap to 
Savoy.’ 


local colored 


‘Stompin’ at the 


As his own entry on the bill O’Neal 


does a brief excerpt from his soft 
shoe tap and toe dance 
regular routine. 
m.c., 
cracks along 
might prove an acceptable change of 
pace in this department. 
ning assigned to Harris and Howell 
for 20 minutes of dusky dialog, by- 
play and some first rate music by 
Bud Harris. 
member as dancing stooge, 
—— gangling rhythm winds the 
ill. 


of his 
O’Neal’s type of 
anecdotes and _  wise- 
with his specialties, 


with 


Closing in- 


Pair also run on a third 
whose 


Quin, 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, Oct, 26. 
Henry Armetta, James Evans, Bill 


Baird, Carolyn Marsh, Ballard & Rae, | 


Charley Shay House Orch; ‘Navy| Dolly Dawn band nor the ‘Truth or 


Blues’ 


(WB). 





Combination of Henry Armetta 


and frothy film fare makes this a 
cinch for gratifying grosses and pro- 
vides fairly potent entertainment. As 
in the 
woodians who hit the road, however, 
H. Armetta has been saddled with a 
dog-eared script that goes over with 
a hush. Even smothered under such 
poor 
Armetta establishes himself as an ace 


case of so many Holly- 


material as _ this, though, 
Vet comic’s 


is greeted with 


goodwill getter. 
pearance 


ap- 
salvo of 
is accom- 
plished only with difficulty. His in- 
fectious, friendly personality can’t 
be denied, but material minus any 
clicky comic implications gives him 
no opportunity to assert himself. 
James Evans is a tricky foot jug- 


|gler who scores solidly in the opener. 





|Reclining on an elevated backrest, 


Evans keeps three huge balls bounc- 
ing on his tootsies for highly audible 


|returns, then really rocks the house 
|by balancing a full-sized bed on his | 


toes for a spectacular finale. 
_ A suave prestidigitator, Bill Baird 
is a personable young chap whose 


dexterity with cards and balls is lit-| 


tle short of amazing. Baird, how- 
ever, will need seasoning and some 
peppy patter before he can hope to 
rank with the leaders. 


Carolyn Marsh debuted here last 
year with Slapsy Maxie Rosen- 
bloom’s unit. Unfortunately, she had 
barely gotten her tonsils in tune 
when the joint folded. It was the 
customers’ misfortune, because svelte 
songstress has torchy pipes and war- 
bles with assurance. 


Ballard and Rae are still a sorry 
pair of pseudo sots, who completely 
obscure whatever knockabout acro 
ability they may possess by aping the 
drunkest drunks who ever tumbled 
out of a pub. Aside from being 
monotonous, its slightly nauseous. 
Revelation that Rae is a femme is 
received with just so much ‘so what!’ 

Leslie. 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 





‘Up Our Alley,’ produced by Leon 
Leonidoff, with Joan Dexter, Felix 
Knight, The Lime Trio, Ray & Geral- 
dine, Robert Landrum, Corps de Bal- 
let (28), Glee Club, Rockettes (36), 
M. H. Symph Orch; ‘You'll Never Get 
Rich’ (Col), reviewed in VARIETY 
Oct. 15. 





Music Hall extends itself even be- 
yond its usual elaborateness with 
Leon Leonidoff’s current production, 
‘Up Our Alley,’ in which the stage 
is transformed into four successive 
Manhattan scenes. Pair of good va- 
riety turns woven into the house’s 
standard ballet, precision terping and 
warbling foldero! aids in making the 
whole works a fulsomely entertain- 
ing presentation. 

Initial - set, depicting the Little 
Church Around the Corner, is the 
prime breathtaker. Reproduced al- 
most in actual size on the giant M. H. 
stage, it’s a tribute toe the Hall’s staff 
designer, Bruno Maine. It provides 
the background for a naval wed- 
ding scene participated in by the 
ballet, the Glee Club, and chirpers 
Joan Dexter and Felix Knight (whose 
voices, when caught, couldn’t be 
heard with sufficient volume in the 
mezzanine). 

The Lime Trio is placed in a Mu- 
seum of Natural History set, which 
is perfect to point up the antics of 
its prime member. It’s a ragdoll 
turn in which a guy in a blackface 
mask is twisted by the other two 
fellows until it is suggested that per- 
haps he’s constructed of rubber. It 
brought an excellent response from 
a stiff-shirted, opening-night house. 

Another nifty vaude turn that won 
itself equal hand-music is Ray and 
Geraldine, a couple of femme tum- 
blers. Well-costumed and _ nice- 
looking, the gals go through loops 
and barrel rolls with twists and a 
bit of precision kicking. They’re 
framed in a Riverside Drive set, 
with the Glee Club in, khaki and 
ballet gals giving romantic interest. 

Final scene is the most amusing. 
It’s a reproduction of the Music Hall 
stage itself and provides a_ setting 
for the Rockettes. Special lyrics 
and music by Paul McGrane and Al 
Stillman are sung by Robert Land- 
rum on a side platform in front of 
a reproduction of a lighted house- 
board advertising the Rockettes. 
Tune is called ‘Rockettes in a Row’ 
and tells the story of how one after 
another of the femmes became ill, 
fat, lazy or married until there was 
but one left. Curtain goes up to 
reveal the single dancer and then 
the song about-faces to tell how the 
other gals gradually came back. 
They thus are brought on stage, bit- 
by-bit, to complete the line of 36. 

Costuming, designed by Willa Van 
and executed by H. Rogge, is out- 
standing, particularly in the first and 
final scenes. Herb. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 24. 
Dolly Dawn Orch (12), Frank 
Ross, Toy & Wing, ‘Truth or Conse- 
quences’ with Ralph Edwards, Max 
Adkins House Orch (16); ‘Maltese 
Falcon’ (WB). 











This setup doesn’t jibe. It’s neither 
fish nor fowl, but just an ill-fitted 
presentation that does neither the 


| Consequences’ radio show any good. 


Specifically, the thing’s divided into 
two separate parts. First the Dawn 


‘outfit puts on a 35-minute show and 


then fades from the stage, with the 
Edwards air gang taking over from 
that point and using for accompa- 
niment Max Adkins’ house crew in 
the pit. Whole layout under such a 
working arrangement looks piece- 
meal and shabby, playing much the 
same way. 

The Dawn band, formerly batoned 
by George Hall, never gets a chance 
to do much in little more than half 
an hour. Since there’s also an act, 
Chinese dance team of Toy and 
Wing, to take care of during orch’s 
allotment, the band doesn’t even get 
|'a good warmup. It’s a couple of 
|}songs by Miss Dawn; another brace 
by Frank Ross, outfit’s male vocatist; 
pianist Van Smith’s version of 
Tchaikowsky’s piano concerto; a band 
number or two and, presto, ‘Truth or 
Consequences.’ 





saxes, piano, drums and bass, with 
|Miss Dawn wielding the _ baton 
|} academically except for an act, when 
| one of the boys takes over. Music’s 
| best when it’s backing her up in 
“Yes, Indeed,’ ‘Embraceable You’ and 
‘Hallelujah,’ announced as one of 
band’s recent recordings, all of which 
she vocals smartly. Gal’s a definite 
stylist and sells socko. Smith’s 
pianology is another high spot, and 
Ross, while there’s a nice quality to 
his voice, needs some training. In the 
low registers he’s practicaliy in- 
articulate. Toy and Wing click with 
their Oriental version of a couple of 
American jitterbugs and gal’s whizzy 
toe work puts them in solid. 

Dawn crew, of course, still has 
Hall around on the sidelines to put 
them through their paces, but could 
stand a bit more of a distinctive 
style. As music stands now, it’s all 
right but undistinguished, merely par 
for the dance band course. 

‘Truth or Consequences,’ now listed 
as third leading quiz show in the 
surveys, is something of a question 





| Orch’s made up of five brass, four | 


for theatres, Might not be with a bit 
more thought on Edwards’ part, 
though. It’s all right to dish out a 
childish consequence if he picks out 
the right party or parties, but whole 
thing becomes slightly nauseating 
when he puts a diaper around an old 
man of 60 or more and gets him to 
sit on the lap of a woman of the 
same age while she rocks him and 
sings ‘Rock-A-Bye Baby.’ 

Edwards has a couple of male 
assistants, in addition to a femme 
secretary on stage, who merely takes 
down names, and some of the gags 
they pull before getting down to 
business are out of Joe Miller and a 
flock of ancient acts. Cohen. 


-- 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 
Ted Lewis Orch. (13) with Charles 
(‘Snowball’) Whittier, Blair Sisters 
(3), Dorothy Rogers, June Edwards, 
Louise Glenn, Jean Blanche, George 
Rogers Dancers (3); ‘Father Takes a 
Wife’ (RKO). 


Old Pop Corn himself makes his 
umpteenth return here with a rou- 
tine that hasn’t changed since away 
back when. And Ted Lewis as usual 
makes no bones about his peddling 
anything new. It’s all there, the bat- 
tered old stovepipe, the clarinet, the 
bandy-legged strut and the whis- 
pered: ‘Is Everybody Happy?’ plus 
‘Me and My Shadow’ performed in 
the venerable Lewis manner with 
Shadow ‘Snowball’ Whittier. 

It’s hokey all right, but Lewis fans 
eat it up. Not so, the younger gen- 
eration of jitter-lovers who wor- 
ship at the shrine of the Dorseys, 
Glenn Miller, Benny Goodman, et 
al. This was evidenced by the scant 
appreciation which Lewis’ antics 
evoked Saturday afternoon (25) 
when this show was caught. 

The tunes are mostly old standbys 
in the Lewis catalog, ‘St. Louis 
Blues,’ ‘Isn’t She a Pretty Thing,’ 
‘Shadow,’ ‘When My Baby Smiles at 
Me,’ plus a couple of new ones, ‘Hi, 
Neighbor,’ ‘Last Time I Saw Paris’ 
and something called: ‘I Want to be 
the Leader of an Army Band.’ 

Lewis tees off his stint with a reci- 
tation titled ‘I Get Away with Mur- 
der’—and he isn’t kidding. He’s 
backed up in his vocalizing by a 
uintet of gals, the three Blairs, 
Dorothy Rogers and June Edwards. 
Miss Rogers also solos on a couple, 
‘Let’s Be Buddies’ and ‘My Mother 
Would Love You.’ She’s okay, as is 
Jean Blanche in her interpretative 
dance. 

Clicking neatly is the tricky adagio 
routine of the Rogers dancing trio, 
two guys and a tiny gal. They toss 
her around and have a novel finish 
which brings hefty applause. Also 
netting kudoes is the contortionist 
turn of Miss Edwards, who achieves 
some amazing feats on a tiny plat- 
form. Miss Glenn, an attractive 
brunet, is adequate in her turn, a 
ballet toe number. 

e entire company takes part in 
the finale, a conga number featuring 
the Rogers dancers and Miss Glenn. 
Whittier comes on with a peanut 
wagon, tossing goobers to the cus- 
tomers. 

House was only about half-filled at 
catching. Shal. 














EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 
New show remains dominantly 


war and defense, with some football 
games, the doings of the Windsors 
and a few other items, including the 
laugh-getting wrestling between two 
hefty dames in Jersey. The Duke 
of Windsor draws a couple chuckles 
in the scene in which he evinces 
interest in Al Smith’s brown bowler. 

Torpedoing of the Kearny and 
the ehigh, freighter, prompted 
clips on congressional action for 
amending the neutrality law. Con- 
gressman Cox and Senator Pepper 
were lured to the mike to say a few 
words, and lacking actual pictures 
of the Kearny attack, Paramount 
gives what it calls a ‘picture recon- 
struction’ of it. Thrown in are some 
German navy scenes which were ob- 
tained by the British. 

News of the Day (Metro), on the 
issue of freedom of the seas, comes 
through with pictures of an actual 
attack upon a freighter and its sink- 
ing. Since the boat is not identified, 
; it may have come out of the files as 
|a leftover from the last world war. 
| Two personalities discoursing on 
the war, both very interesting, are 
H. V. Kaltenborn, who gives his 
analysis of the Russian and Japanese 
situation, and W. A, Harrison, Roose- 
velt representative in Moscow, who 
reports on defense in that country. 
Kaltenborn’s speech, while well 
done, is a bit too long. Harriman 
has a fine screen voice, 

Combat scenes are provided by 
Metro, with Russians at anti-aircraft 
guns. A felled Nazi plane is in- 
cluded. In addition to numerous 
launchings of ships, others that gre 
under construction, humming ~ of 
plants on defense work, anti-aircraft 
batteries in England manned by 
women and other material, the Em- 
bassy ‘exclusive’ this week concerns 
fliers at Mitchel Field, Long Island, 
and how air defense works. The 
special Embassy clip is well assem- 
bled and packs much interest. 








A FitzPatrick Traveltalk (M-G) 
and ‘Information Please’ ‘RKQO) 
round out the show. Char. 


STATE, N. Y. 





Bob Robinson & Virginia, Martin, 
Lester Cole & Debutantes (6), Tito 
Guizar, Cynda Glenn (2), Danton 
Walker, Ruby Zwerling’s house orch; 
‘Aloma of the South Seas’ (Par). 


‘Now, Pet, what makes you think 
you rate to play Loew’s State? What 
column did you ever write?’ 


‘You’ve got me there—but maybe 
I'm unique because I’ve never been 
ja columnist.’ 


‘That's not a bad angle! Loew’s 
publicity department might be able 
to do a lot with that.’ 

‘Yeah, just think what a wonder- 
ful human interest story could be 
written on the theme, ‘Loew's State 
books an actress.’ 

‘But wouldn’t that be a little hard 
on columnists?’ 

‘In what way?’ 

‘Well, they’ve got to work also.’ 

‘I’ve been thinking about that! 
Perhaps I could soften the blow a 
little by giving my salary to charity.’ 

‘Something like that was done 
once before!’ 

‘Yes, but I'll be giving it a switch. 
Heywood Broun played the Palace 
when actors were the chief stage 
commodity, and, because he felt he 
was taking a job away from an ac- 
tor, he gave the $1,000 he got to 
charity.’ 

‘Don’t tell me the Palace booked 
Broun? Why, he couldn’t even do a 
one-step, much less the rhumba.’ 

‘Probably that’s why Danton 
Walker is getting $500 more at the 
State than Broun got at the Palace. 
But Broun could talk, and he was 
big enough to look like a produc- 
tion.’ 

‘Now, Pet, you're not going to 
criticize Walker as an actor. After 
all, he’s a columnist!’ 

‘But does he have to talk as though 
he’s got a mouthful of typewriter 
keys? And how about some humor? 
He’s pacing the show like a pall- 
bearer!’ 

‘Chalk that up to inexperience, 
but he does dance nicely!’ 

‘That’s true, but I should think he 
would introduce his partner by name 
rather than just the ‘1939 Harvest 
Moon winner.’ 

‘It must have been a slip of the 
maracas, but he’s got guest stars and 
look at all the plugs he’s been giv~ 
ing the State in his column.’ 

‘Maybe he should wave his col- 
umns at the audience.’ 

‘Isn’t it enough that he waved Jean 
Sablon, Gower and Jeanne and 
Adrienne Ames at the customers this 
evening?’ 

‘But that’s all that happened.’ 

‘My Pet, you’re ungrateful!’ 

‘I’m sorry—they did bow nicely, 
didn’t they?’ 








Also on the bill are some good 
vaude acts that are just about visible 
in the dreariest stage lighting the 
State has had in years. And that 
gaudy nitery setting, with Ruby 
Zwerling’s house orchestra on the 
stage, could be a comedy takeoff on 
an Italian wedding. 

Business was only fair Thursday 
evening, but the house was strong 
for the professional talent. Danton 
Walker was late and missed the 
forepart of the bill, which Lester 
Cole m.c’d in his place, bringing on 
the cute musical comedy dance team 
of Bob Robinson and Virginia Mar- 
tin for a couple of neat routines, and 
then introing himself and his sextet 
of femme harmonizers. Cole nelson- 
eddys a repertoire of standards, in- 
cluding ‘A Pretty Girl Is Like a 
Melody’ and a Victor Herbert med- 
ley, with the girls backgrounding, 
and the act gets by. 

Here’s where Walker made his first 
appearance, prefacing the subsequent 
act with: ‘I never expected to be on 
a bill with Winchell.’ Nobody in the 
audience appeared hep, so there was 
no laugh. Then Paul Winchell, the 
young ventriloquist, went into his 
routine with the dummy, who per- 
sisted in calling Walker a ‘jerk.’ Act 
is along the familiar lines in the new 
trend of ‘tough dummies,’ has a fair 
measure of laughs and the audi- 
enced like it. 
| Cynda Glenn, working with a spe- 





|cial piano. accompanist, and Tito 
| Guizar, the Mexican troubador, are 
the show’s standouts. Miss Glenn, 


now a blonde, whams first with her 
comedy chanteuse; then Hollywood 
| takeoffs and souse ‘glamour girl’ rou- 
| tines. Guizar follows her, coming out 
|} on the pit platform with a stool and 
| his guitar, and uncorks a fine voice 
jin ‘Yours’, ‘Maria Elena’, ‘El Rancho 
| Grande’ and ‘Perfidio,’ the latter two 
encores. A good-looking husky, 
Guizar assures his, standing as a 
standout bet for smart cafes. He 
could have continued singing at least 
a couple of more numbers at this 
viewing; the applause was that 
strong, 

The show’s paucity of comedy is 
exemplified by the assignment of the 
next-to-closing slot to the Three 
Swifts, long standard juggling act. 
They seem to play this house about 
three times yearly and always go 
over, 

Guizar puts in a second appearance 
at the finale to ‘persuade’ Walker to 
rhumba-—and it doesn’t take much 
persuasion. He does about 32 bars 
of maracas tempo with the otherwise 
unbilled 1939 Harvest Moon winner, 
then they do a polite shag and then 


(Continued on page 55) 
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As Offset to C10, Detroit Ops (1A) 
Waive Wage Tilts in Favor of Ushers 








Detroit, Oct. 28. 

To give the lower paid employees 
a break, operators here have waived 
a wage increase, despite mounting 
living costs, in the new contracts 
now shaped up. The concession was 
made in view of the exhibitors’ 
agreement to boost the salaries for 
the bottom-salaried workers—ushers, 
doormen, janitors and cashiers—who 
have been taken into the IATSE ju- 
risdiction here. 

However, while the operators will 
freeze their salaries at the present 
levels, contracts no longer will be 
drawn for the previous two-year pe- 
riod, but will be for only one year 
and dated back to Sept. 1. 

Move to bolster the lower-bracket 


‘employees wages here is a move to 


consolidate the AFL gain made 
when the CIO threatened the in- 
vasion of the field by organizing the 
janitor, cashier, usher groups. Head- 
way was being made until the AFL, 
prodded on by a national threat of 


‘the CIO organizing being extended 


following the test here, hurriedly 
took over the unorganized group by 
incorporating it in the present setup. 











Theatre-Dominance 


Continued from page 5 


dency from accounts; then Sears got 
the nod. He looked set, but the deal 
fell through because of last-minute 
hurdles. None the less, Sears de- 
cided to leave WB, with other offers 
reported in view. Besides, he’s been 
paid in full until March, when his 
contract expires, and can afford to 
take his time. 


Profit Sharing Pool 
For Top WB Manpower 


The crux of the Sears-WB rift, it 
is expected, will be to create within 
Warner Bros. a profit-sharing pool 
akin to the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
system, where certain key executives 
have small percentages of the net 
profits after stockholder commit- 
ments. 

Sears is reported to have suggested 
some such plan to Jack L. Warner 
last spring. When the studio V.p. 
laughed it off, it was dropped. Sears, 
however, is stated to have cracked 
that ‘some day the company may re- 
gret absence of such system for pro- 
tection of its manpower.’ That was 
when Sears was first being sounded 
out by other companies in the busi- 
ness. 





Showmen point to the dominance 
of the theatre-men throughout the | 
entire history of show business, in- | 
cluding Klaw & Erlanger, B. F. | 
Keith, F. F. Proctor, Lee Shubert; 
and now the present-day de luxe 
theatres. 

Actually, the theatre owners g0ov- 
ern distribution. It’s only when a) 
‘Gone With the Wind’ or a ‘Set. | 


York’ comes along that the distrib |‘ 


salesmen can really dictate to the | 
exhibitors on any sort of terms. 


None the less, Sears enjoys an un- 
usual rep as a distribution execu- 
tive who has a keen insight on mer- 
chandizing matters. His judgment | 
on what WB should or should not} 
purchase for filmization was borne | 
out time and again, such as in the 
case of “Tobacco Road,’ among others. | 
Of course, there have been wrong 
guesses too. 











7 ‘Fred Jack | 


ec ontinued from page Soa 











company and is regarded as one Of | 
the most capable salesmen in the | 
business, 

The two-day Kalmenson meeting 
will entail discussion of sales plans, 
policies, new product and ‘opera- 
tional problems,’ latter possibly en- 
tional problems,’ later including the | 
introduction of Joe Bernhard to the 
POWWow as the new general man- 
ager of both WB theatre and sales 
operations. 


In addition to all branch managers, 
Wolfe Cohen, Canadian district man- | 
ager, who arrived in New York 
Monday (27) on what he calls ‘just 
one of the frequent trips,’ will at- 
tend. All the members of the pub- 
licity-advertising department will be 
on hand, and home office execs will | 
include Major Albert Warner, Ber- 
nard, Sam Schneider, Roy Haines, 
Norman Moray, Arthur Sachson, Al 
Schwalberg and Mike Dolid 


‘FASCISTIC PATTERN’ 


Dr. Birkhead Thus Labels D. G. ‘War- 
monger’ Pic Probe 








Recent Senate subcommittee hear- 
ings and pressure on the film indus- 
try from other sources to avoid al- 
leged pro-war propaganda is merely 
part of the pattern of fascism form- 
ing this country. That is what Dr. 
L. M. Birkhead, exee director of 
Friends of Democracy, is scheduled 
to point out to members of the mo- 
tion picture division of the organ- 
ization tomorrow (Thursday). 


Dr. Birkhead and novelist-screen 
writer Louis Bromfield will speak to 
an invited list of industry execs at a 
luncheon at Toot Shor’s Restaurant. 
Grad Sears is chairman of the film 
division of Friends of Democracy, 
anti-Nazi group. 


SORRELL GETS 107 
RAISE FOR PAINTERS 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
Studio painters are upped 10% in 
wages under a deal arranged with 


the major companies by Herbert Sor- 
rell, business representative of Mov- 
ing Picture Painters Local 644, who 
returned Monday after huddles with 
home office execs in New York. 


New scale is understood to be re- 
troactive to July 1. Other demands 
for improved conditions are still in 
abeyance, to be discussed further 
with studio heads in Hollywood. 











Berger's ‘Mystery Sale’ 
Of His Esquire, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Oct. 28. 

Bennie Berger, independent cir- 
cuit owner, has made a ‘mystery 
sale’ of his loop, white elephant, 
sure-seater Esquire which has been 
unable to obtain satisfactory film 
product and proved losing venture. 

Announced purchaser is ‘Ameri- 
can Theatre Corporation’ comprising 
‘two Minneapolis lawyers who don’t 
wish their names divulged,’ Berger 
says. 





WEEKS’ THREE TO GO 
Hollywood, Oct. 28. 





George W. Weeks decided on the | 


last three of his eight Range Busters 
productions for Monogram release. 


Pictures are “Thunder River Feud,’ | 


‘Dead End Trail’ and ‘Return to Paso 
Robles.’ 











| Par’s 57. 


se entinued from page Ope 











tition, the four other decree com- | 
panies—Metro, 20th, Warners and 
RKO—will follow the Paramount 
lead. 


Maintenance of even the tempo- 
rary non-selling stand for much 
longer would probably force whole- 
sale closings of Minnesota inde- 
pendent theatres. Most independent 
exhibitors face finding themselves 
with showhouses on their hands and 
not enough films of the sort essential 
for profitable operations. 

A statement issued by J. W. Fin- 
ley, Par’s counsel here, 


is convinced that the law is uncon- 

stitutional and that ‘its enactment, 

on some Minnesota exhibitors’ so- | 
| licitation, was not well advised.’ But 


| while litigation aimed to knock out 


the law is in progress, ‘Paramount 
does not wish its customers in Min- 


nesota to be without its pictures if | 


they desire to exhibit them,’ and 
therefore is seeking the Federal 
court release from the consent de- 
cree selling provisions, according to 
Finley’s explanation. 

The Finley statement makes clear 
that ‘Paramount intends to defend 
itself against the alleged violation 


| of the statute with which it re- 
cently has been charged in pro- 
ceedings commenced in Ramsey 


county, Minnesota’ and that ‘it will 
take all necessary ways to obtain a 
final decision on the statute’s con- 
stitutionality.’ It’s pointed out that 
‘a considerable period of time may 
be required to determine finally the 
act’s validity.’ 


declares Par | 


Rialto, N.Y., Wins Out . 
In Television Mi 


The Midtown Theatre Corp. 
(Arthur Mayer) won a judgment in 
N.Y. supreme court yesterday (Tues- 
day) sonfirming an award of $1,891 
granted it against Scophony, Ltd., 
television company, by «Paul Rai- 
bourne, arbitrator, of Paramount. 
Midtown operates the Rialto in 
Times Sq. 


Scophony failed to live up to a 
May 16, 1941 contract whereby it was 
to provide the Rialto with television 
equipment, it is stated. 


No New Chief Sets 
Precedent at Pitt 
Variety Club Ball 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 28. 


For first time in its history, local 
Variety Club won’t have a new Chief 
Barker to introduce to the crowd at 
the annual banquet, this year the 
‘Lucky Thirteenth’ on Sunday (2) 
at the William Penn Hotel. Elec- 
tions are usually held prior to big 
affair and incoming slates are al- 
ways presented along with the out- 
going officers. But there seems to 
have been some skullduggery in the 
balloting recently, so the results 
were declared unconstitutional, and 
a new election called for Nov. 10. 


Original voting day had to be 
called off when hotel strike closed 
down the William Penn Hotel and 
with it the local Variety Club head- 
quarters. Then an outside polling 
place was designated, and the club 
heads discovered not only that they 
didn’t like wt a certain faction had 
done but also discovered a 
loophole. ( .stitution calls for a 
certain number of days notice to 
members before every election. 
They found that the notice for the 
voting outside the club hadn’t been 
long enough. 


All this, of course, won’t have any 
effect on Pittsburgh’s biggest show 
biz shindig of the year. Banquet, 
which is being general-chairmaned 
by Harry Kalmine, zone manager for 
WB, is already a sellout and will 
play to more than 1,000 at $11 a head. 
Proceeds go the Variety club’s 
charity fund, as usual, 














‘YELLOW PERIL’ SCARE 


Mrs. 








Buck’s New Book—Warners, 
Pays $50,000 





That old bugaboo, foreign diplo- 
| matic relations, is putting a damper 
on Hollywood enthusiasm for Pearl 
| Buck’s new novel, ‘Dragon Seed.’ 
| There’s much interest in the book, 
| which won't be published until Feb- 
|ruary, but picture companies fear its 
Chinese-Jananese subject matter. 
| It’s strongly anti-Nippon. 

tory is said to resemble Mrs. 
| Buck’s “The Good Earth’ in its ‘fine 
| dramatic quality.’ It tells of the 
| effect on a Chinese village of the 
| Japanese invasion and much about 
| gorilla warfare. Principal character 
is something like that Paul Muni 
| played in ‘Good Earth.’ 

WB’s $50,090 Buy 


| Warner Bros. last weex paid $50,- 

| 000 for ‘Now, Voyager,’ by Olive | 
Higgins Prouty, author of ‘Stella 
Dallas.’ It is understood that the 
studio has made arrangements with 
Irene Dunne to appear in it. Book 
will be published shortly. 

| Although regarded by story eds 


as an excellent yarn, it created little 
film interest as it requires a middle- 


aged heroine and it was figured too | 
difficult to get a top player to take | 


| the role. It was considered for a| 
time by Katharine Cornell as a 
| Stage vehicle. Having a distinct 


| nem Street’ flavor, book is about 


'a repressed middle-aged Boston | 


woman who falls in love with a mar- 
ried man on a cruise. 





Story Buys 
Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
Robert Andrews sold his novel, 
‘Thieves Like Us,’ to RKO. 


William Pine and William Thomas | 


purchased ‘Wildcat.’ tale of Texas 
| oil fields, by North Bigbee. 
| Frank Fenton and Lynn 


| play to Howard Benedict at RKO. 
| RKO purchased Walter Doniger’s 
| yarn, ‘72 Hours by Train.’ 

Warners bought ‘Mississippi Belle, 
iby Clements Ripley. 


Root | 
|sold screen rights to untitled stage | 


Kids’ Present-Day LQ. Is Higher, 
Hence Shorts and Serials Must Be 
Keyed to New Standards—Kreisler 





SAGA OF THE GEM 


Made a Fortune for (and Later 
Broke) Frank Trottman 








Milwaukee, Oct. 28. 

Tragic end for the Gem, the city’s 
first South side picture theatre, came 
this past week when the city, which 
had taken tax title to the property, 
sold it to the O. K. Wrecking Co. 
for $210 for the building material 
they can salvage from it. Frank 
Trottman, veteran showman, built 
and made a fortune out of the Gem, 
| then, when competition came into 
‘the neighborhood and the World 
theatre was built, he bought up all 
the product available to the area for 
the next 10 years to prevent the 
newcomer from opening. 

The strategy worked—for the time 
being, but it broke Trottman. Came 
the depression, and finis. Now the 
wreckers. 


WISC.-MICH. INDIES 
IN CONFAB NOV. 4-5 


Milwaukee, Oct. 28. 


Annual state convention of the 
Independent Protective Theatre 
Ass'n of Upper Wisconsin and Upper 
Michigan at the Hotel Schroeder 
here next Tuesday and Wednesday 
(Nov. 4-5), will see the sales execs 
of most of the larger producers on 
the program. Charles Regan, of Para- 
mount; Jack Flynn, Metro; Phil 
Dunas, Columbia; William A. Scully, 
Universal, and Steve Broedy, of 
Monogram, will participate. 

Indie big shots who will be here 
include Abraham F. Meyers, of 
Washington, National Council of 
Allied; Jack Hirsch, of Chicago, Al- 
lied of Illinois; E. L. Peasley, of 
Minneapolis, Northwest Allied; Sid 
Samuelson, Eastern Pennsylvania Al- 
lied; also Gov. Julius P. Heil, of 
Wisconsin, and Mayor Carl F. Zeid- 
| ler, of Milwaukee. 


| 
TATSE Exec Suicides; 
Payroll Padding Charge 


Detroit, Oct. 28. 

Edward L. King, business agent 
|for the Detroit local of the IATSE, 
|who was under investigation on 
|charges of payroll padding at the 
Michigan State Fair, committed 
suicide here Oct. 24. 

| The 50-year-old, longtime business 
|}agent for the union ended his life 
'by inhaling carbon monoxide fumes 
| from the exhaust of his car just after 
| Michigan State officials had consent- 
ed to the closing of the payroll pad- 




















|ding investigation. It was charged 
that during the recent fair three 


|checks were issued to men who had 
{not worked, and that it was subse- 
| quently discovered that King had 
endorsed the checks and collected 
the money. He had paid back the 
$175 to the State, it was said, but 


|for a final questioning before the 
charges were dropped. A hearing 
also was scheduled befofe the union. 

It was reported that King had told 
an acquaintance he had lost his 
friends through what had happened. 


Would Exempt British 


Service Men From Tax 
Washirzton, Oct. 28. 


/on numerous occasions, Representa- 
|} tive Hemilton Fisch, Jr.. of New 
(President Roosevelt’s Con- 
eressman) has suggested the British- 
|ers here should enjoy the same re- 
| lief from the boxcffice tax as Con- 


| York 


_ 





was to be called in by the prosecutor | 


Modern youngsters from 8 to 12 
are scraping their feet today on the 
conventional rehash material gener- 
ally used in serials, according to 
Bernard Kreisler, Universal short 
subject sales head. A coast-to-coast 
tour, during which he surveyed both 
juvenile and adult attendance in 31 
key spots, has convinced Kreisler 
that the kid of today is as alert to 
picture values as the adult theatre 
patron of 20 years ago as a result of 
the higher intellectual levels which 
have been set by progressively im- 
proved film and radio production. 


Just as serials and chapter plays 
have become taboo for adult patron- 
age, so juvenile trade is being alien- 
ated by outmoded production 
methods and stereotyped formula, 


In an effort to offset demise of 
hitherto profitable serial production, 
Universal plans to produce adult 
chapter plays using feature players 
from the home lot, new stars, 
brighter dialog and pop music. Trac- 
ing the decline of the serial, Kreisler 
has shown home-office execs how 
that type of product was shunted to 
weekend dates as it began to pall on 
adult patrons. Later, when com- 
plaints began to come in, exhibs be- 
gan to limit serials to Saturday 
bookings strictly for the kid trace. 
Eventually, majority of dates could 
be placed for Saturday matinee busi- 
ness only. Kreisler maintains point 
has now been reached where even 
the youngsters are rebelling at fa- 
miliar claptrap. 

Revamping of short subject mate- 
rial is also under way at Universal 
in response to clamor among exhibs 
for pfre-sold shorts. Universal is 
concentrating heavily on ranking 
radio bands, figuring that exhibs can 
cash in on audiences ready made Ly 
ether plugging. 

Gloria Jean, coupled with a name 
orch, and other top Universal play- 
ers, are being set in shorts in line 
with policy of tieing marquee values 
with hit tunes and established bands. 
For November release U has an 
Ozzie Nelson short with Helen Par- 
rish and Butch, & Buddy, calculating 
the Nelson appearance on Red Skel- 
ton’s Tuesday night radio show will 
prove a b.o. factor. loria Jean 
short is slated for December release, 
orchestras currently under consider- 
ation for the film being Ted Weems, 
Ray Noble and Car! Ravazza. 


Reported RKO Will 
Not Recognize New 
EEEE in Bargaining 








With a majority of the member- 
ship voting in favor of a union, the 
Exhibition, Exposition and Enter- 
tainment Employees is expected to 
shortly make demands upon RKO 
for recognition which, it is said, will 
be refused. For weeks the union 
has been corraling support of house 
managers, assistants and treasurers 
in the RKO circuit. 

When the newly-formed EEEE 


|held a meeting during «he past week 


| circuit 
| ganizing action and claims it has a 


| 


Though he has been anti-British | 


gress extends to U. S. soldiers, sailors | 


and marines. Amendment to the 
newest revenue law proposed by the 


| working half the 


to determine whether the RKO 
managers and treasurers wanted it 
to represent them in negotiations for 
a contract, those present voted 51 in 
favor of such a move, 39 against. 
Union singled out RKO as the first 
against which to take or- 


majority of RKO men elizib'e to 
membership enrolled with it. Plan 
assertedly is to try to gain recog- 
nition from RKO and then start or- 
ganizing other circuits. 

Encouraging unionism of mana- 
gers, assistants and treasurers of 
film theatres has been the gradual 
reduction of salaries over the years, 
with many a booth operator now 
making more than the manager, and 
length of time 


| weekly. 
Dutchess County Republican, stipu- | 


lates that members of armed forces | 


of nations which are receiving Amer- | 


|ican philanthropy under the lease- 
lend program should be admitted 
without forking over the extra pen- 
nies. 

The measure also would benefit 
| members of the American merchant 
} marine. 





There are managers now who are 
getting 80% less than they made 10 
years ago, and in the N. Y. area in 
many instances $18 doormen have 
been made assistants at $25 per. 
Promotions from service staffs have 
occurred not only with RKO but 
among other chains with resvuliant 
lowering of operating standards as 
well as wage levels, 
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BIG DOUBLE 

WORLD PREMIERE! - 

REMEMBER THE DATE 
OCT. 31! 





Extra! Big Broadcast 
Direct from New Orleans! 


Available to 193 Station Hook-up 
over Mutual Broadcasting System! 
Tune in from 11:30 to 12 P.M. EST I 


COAST ro COAST BROADCAST 
ON NOV. Isr 


69 stations of the Mutual Network! 
9 to 9:30 EST! Millions will hear these 
personalities sell tickets for you! 








BING CROSBY - ROCHESTER - BETTY JANE RHODES 
RUBY ELZY - B. G. DeSYLVA - JOHNNY MERCER 
JOHN SCOTT TROTTER and his Orchestra 
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H- Directed. by Victor Schertzinger Screen Play by Harry Tugend and Walter DeLeon: Story by Harry Tugend 
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B Bi 
rowne-Bioff Trial 

e Continued from page 4 

Various phone company memos|{ Schenck at the Sherry-Netherland 


were put in evidence to prove this. 
(Schenck and Moskowitz couple 
weeks ago testified they knew noth- 
ing of the ‘Mr. Link’ designation.) 


Bioff wound up his direct exam- | 


ination under Luddy with complete 
denial that he had made any threats 
to call out IA members on strike in 
connection with the coin he had 
‘collected for Joe Schenck.’ 


‘Did you ever make any statement | 


to the effect that the industry must 
pay $2,000,000 to you?’, Luddy asked. 

‘No,’ Bioff replied. 

Among events earlier described by 
Bioff was a meeting in then-Attor- 
ney General Frank Murphy’s office 
on the $100,000 Schenck is supposed 
to have loaned him. At that confab, 
Schenck declared: “$100,000 might 
sound like a lot to you gentlemen 
but not to me. I would lend Mr. 
Bioff $200,000 if he asked.’ 

He resigned from the IA in 1938 
when the $100,000 story broke, Bioff 
said, at suggestion of Schenck, who 


‘promised to see that I have noth- | 


ing to worry about.’ 

Going into the pandering charge in 
Chicago, Bioff testified that he had 
never in any way hid his identity to 
keep from serving the unserved por- 
tion of his six-month sentence. 


Harry Warner, Like Joe 
Schenck, His Buddy? 


Joe Schenck wasn’t the only one 
who was helping him to get rich by 
buying stocks for him and giving 
him advice on them, Bioff testified. 
Harry Warner, he said, ‘told me I 
had better get in on the Hollywood 
Turf Club stock. It was going to be 
a moneymaker.’ 

Warner told him, he declared, 
that he had 100 shares in the Ingle- 
wood track that he was holding for 
Claudette Colbert and he could let 
Bioff have them. The IA boss then 
got a check for $10,000 from Harland 
Holmden, v.p. of IA, which he gave 
to Warner for the stock, he said. 
Certificate was in name of his wife, 
Laurie A. Bioff. 

As with the other stocks he had 
previously testified Joe 
bought for him—1,000 shares of 20th- 
Fox, 1,000 shares of Consolidated 
Oil and 500 shares of Continental 
Can—he endorsed them and deliv- 
ered them to Schenck, he said. 

Note from Schenck to Bioff, writ- 
ten in ink on a scrap of plain, un- 
marked yellow paper, was intro- 
duced. lt read: 

‘Willie Bioff: 

‘This is to certify that you only 
owe me $65,375. Am holding your 
1,000 of 20th-Century, 1,000 Cons 
Oil, 500 Continental Oil and 100 
Hollywood racetrack stock; also 
your note for $100,000 made payable 
to Arthur Stebbins. 

‘Joseph M. Schenck.’ 

Purpose of all this testimony 
wasn’t clear at this time, but it ap- 
peared that Luddy was attempting 
to show great friendliness between 
Schenck and Bioff. Bioff said that 


he got $10,000 in cash from Schenck | 


in connection with the Hollywood 


track stock. There was no further | 
explanation. 

Next action on the stock, Bioff | 
Said, was on Sept. 10, 1938, when 


Schenck called him in Chicago and 
told him to wire his brokers in New 
York to sell all the shares and pay 
proceeds to Schenck upon delivery 
of the certificates to the brokers. 

‘Schenck told me on the phone 
that agents, revenue agents, had 
been bothering him about the stock 
transactions and he wanted to close 
out these stocks,’ Bioff testified. 
Only profit he realized from them, 
he said, was ‘something less than 
$1,500 in dividends’ while they were 
in his name. 

Just Pals 


Luddy from that point started a 
blitz to prove that Schenck and Bioff 
were practically buddies, secing 
each other as frequently as every 
other day. In response to a query 


from Judge Knox, Bioff estimated | 
that cash and other presents Schenck | 


gave him amounted to $20,000. 

More than $12,000 of that showed 
up on Bioff’s income tax reports as 
‘income on wages’ for 1937 and 1938. 
Explaining how Schenck had come 
to hand him $8,000 in cash in 1937, 
Bioff said: 

‘He was a pretty good winner in 
poker games and declared me in on 
his winnings.’ Similar situation oc- 
curred the following year, Bioff be- 
ing declared in then for $4,375, tax 
reports show. 

Going into how 20th-Fox “prexy 
Sidney R. Kent came to address the 
IA convention in Cleveland in 1938, 
Bioff told of a breakfast with 


Schenck | 


| hotel, N. Y, 
testified: 

‘Willie, I think I've got a good 
idea. Someone from the industry 
| Should be at the convention and give 
| the delegates a pep talk. Since the 
| administration wants harmony be- 
| tween capital and labor, it would be 
| a nice idea if we had someone there.’ 
| Browne concurred when he con- 
sulted him on it, Bioff said, the IA 
prexy adding: ‘It would be nice to 
show in our industry that we try to 
| work with employers harmoniously.’ 
Kent as Front 


To Bioff’s suggestion that Schenck 
appear himself, Schenck said: ‘No. 
Kent’s our front man. He's the one 
we send to Washington and other 
such places. He’s a great speaker 
and will do a fine job.” Kent went 
jto the convention with Spyros 
Skouras, Bioff said, and was met at 
| the depot by an IA delegation which 
| escorted him to his hotel. 
| That day, however, a_ reporter 
phoned him, Bioff said, and asked 
|him about a ‘$100,000 shakedown I 
|had made from Joe Schenck.’ Re- 
| porter said there was going to be 
|a ‘smear as soon as the convention 
opened.’ 

Bioff said he thereupon went to 
Kent's room and explained what had 
| occurred, with the plaint that ‘this 
would be very embarrassing to me.’ 
Kent, he said, immediately called 
20th-Fox’s publicity chief in New 
York and ‘asked him to use all his 
influence with the newspapers to 
stop any such publicity about me.’ 

Kent went even further, Bioff said. 
He phoned a Washington tax ex- 
| pert, Charles G. Russell, who he said 
was the finest known by the indus- 
try the worked for Kent and 
Schenck, among others) and told 
him: 

‘I’m going to introduce you on the 
phone here to a friend of mine, 
Willie Bioff. I'm very much inter- 
ested in him and want you to do all 
you possibly can. 


'Bioff Tosses the Lie 
At Almost Everybody 


Lid blew off the top of the film 
industry Monday (27), when Bioff, 
| taking stand for the first time in his 
| own defense, tossed the lie in the 
'teeth of every witness against him, 
land declared that he acted only as a 
lreceiver for the money; and ‘had 
turned every cent of it over to Joe 
| Schenck at Nick Schenck’s request. 
| Bioff didn’t explain just why he did 
iso, although it will undoubtedly be 
'brought out in the course of events. 

Bioff took stand after several 
lother unimportant witnesses had 
been called. He stated he was 
married to Laurie Nelson, and had 
been born in Russia, coming to the 
'U.S. when five years old, and had 
become a citizen through his father’s 
He got as far as the 


Schenck said, Bioff 











naturalization. 


third grade in school in Chicago, 
and left home at the age of 14 when 
lhis mother died. He sold news- 


papers, worked in an ice house, did 
harvest work and odd jobs. 
Joins Teamsters Union 

In 1923 he tied up with the 
Teamsters Union as a driver for the 
business agent and helped the latter 
organize the men. He received $35 
weekly and worked on and off for 
them for 10 years. He had known 
Browne since 1921, but went to him 
in 1933 when things slowed up in 
the Teamsters Union. 

‘I. was recommended to Mr. 
Browne as a capable person in that 


line.” he said. Browne was business 
agent for Local 2 of the IATSE at | 
the time. The union was in bad | 
ishape at that time and he and 


| Browne got together to buy food at 
|wholesale prices to give to un- 
employed stagehands. He helped set 
up a soup kitchen for members, with 


those who were working, paying, and | 


those who were not, receiving food 
lon the cuff. The charge was 35c for 
'a meal, which made a profit to keep 
things going. Browne was receiving 
'$175 weekly, and Bioff from $30-$50 
‘depending on what Browne could 
| afford. 


Local 306, N. Y. 

When Local 306 was taken over by 
| the IATSE in 1934, Bioff was in N.Y., 
land sat in with a number of film 
lexecutives at these meetings. He 
/became friendly with Charles C. 
Moskowitz (Loew’s theatre head) 
'who introduced him to Nick Schenck 
lin the fall of 1934. 
| This contradicts Schenck’s testi- 
nme that he met Bioff for the first 
time in 1936. 
He said that he discussed the af- 
fairs of the industry with Schenck, 


and was told by the latter of his early 
struggles. 

‘In the summer of 1935 Schenck 
told me about conditions in the in- 
dustry and that I could be very use- 
ful to him in transferring money to 
the West Coast to his brother Joe. 
He told me I could call on certain 
people to make pickups, and then 
make the transfer. He told me the 
industry is being sandbagged in dif- 
ferent parts of the country through 
legislation. ‘We used to be able to 
handle our affairs differently but 
now we have to use cash money and 
we can’t show it on our books,’ he 
quoted Schenck. 


‘I told him I would be glad if I 
could be of any assistance to him. 
Within a month to six weeks I had 
seen him two to three times and we 
discussed the same situation. He 
requested me to call on John Bala- 
ban of Paramount and James Costin 
of WB, both of Chicago. He had 
made arrangements for them to have 
money to transfer to Joe Schenck. 
This was in the latter part of July. 
1936. Paramount would have $60,000 
and WB $30,000. A day or two later 
I was in Chicago and I got in touch 
with Balaban who told me he had 
been expecting me. We lunched and 
he handed me a package and said, 
‘There’s $60,000 in this.” I put it in 
my pocket and later counted the 
money when I went back to the 
office. A day later I met Costin in 
an office building. He said, ‘Albert 
Warner had called me and I’ve been 
waiting.” He gave me $30,000 and 
the next week I made a trip to the 
Coast and went to Joe Schenck’s 
home. 


10G From Albert Warner, 
$25,000 From Moskowitz 


‘I had received the address from 
Nick. Joe greeted me and said that 
Nick had said nice things about me. 
We had breakfast and then went 
upstairs and I gave him the money. 
Schenck told me to call on Albert 
Warner and get a package from him. 
When I got back to N. Y. I received 
$10,000 from Warner.’ 

Bioff also told of getting $25,000 
from Charles Moskowitz at the Lex- 
ington Hotel, N. Y. Moskowitz took | 
him to Major (Leslie E.) Thompson | 
of RKO, the witness said, and he| 
received $20,000 from him. He then | 
went to Los Angeles via Chicago | 
and gave Joe Schenck $62.500. At 
that time Joe gave him $500 for his 
transportation, he said. 


From April, 1935, to Jan., 1937, he 
made 12 trips in all and gave 
| Schenck monies which totaled over 
$1,000,000. He paid him $190,000 in 
New York. 

Bioff elucidated he arrived at the | 
$1,000,000 by adding what the wit- 
nesses had testified to, and then add- 
ing some more which he knew he 
paid. His last delivery was after his | 
| return from London in 1938, this be- | 
| ing money from Austin Keough of | 
Paramount. It had been suggested 
to him by Joe Schenck that he use 
the name of ‘Link.’ 

Bioff then told of those persons 
from whom he had received money. 
'The list includes John Balaban, | 
| James Costin, Sam Brenner, Chi- 
|eago attorney; Harry Herzbrun, 
Harry and Albert Warner, Charles 
C. Moskowitz, Major Thompson, 








Marvin Schenck, Sidney R. Kent, 
Austin Keough, Nicholas Schenck, 
I 


|Samuel Carlisle, George Skouras, 
| Hugh Strong, Charles Skouras, Mort 
Singer and Jules Ruben, of Para- 
| mount, located in Joliet, Ill. He de- 
lelared he made payments to Joe 
| Schenck four to five times in Holly- 
| wood at his home, a half dozen times 
at his studio, and once in New York. 
| Last delivery was in April, 1938, with 
no more since outside of the sub- 
agency film deal with Smith & Aller. | 





(Defense stressed this point, appar- | 
ently, trying to establish a statute 
lof limitations). He declared that all 


monies received from his brother-in- | 
| law and Harry Beatty, from the sub- 
|agency, he turned over to Schenck, 
making his last delivery on this deal 
a week before Schenck left for his | 
iN. Y. trial. He said he paid him 
| $35,000 then. 

Bioff declared that in the latter) 
part of May, 1936 he moved to the) 
Coast where he saw Joe Schenck 
frequently. Prior to February, 1938, 
Schenck told him Government men} 
were inspecting his (Schenck’s) | 
books on payments. Schenck al- 
legedly said he thought it best for 
Bioff if he was out of the way to} 
avoid questioning. 

‘He suggested I take a trip to Rio. | 
I agreed and went. He had Miss 
Nolander (Schenck’s secretary) | 
make reservations on the Normandie} 
and get the tickets which he paid for. 
I was away 22 days until Feb. 28, 
1938. . 
‘When I got back I got in touch | 
| with Charley Moskowitz who told me 





Films’ ‘Gestapo’ 


Film industry Gestapo, to spy 
on suspected Communists and 
Bundists, and report them to 
their employers, was described 
by William Bioff at his trial in 
New York yesterday (Tuesday). 

‘Warner (Harry M.) told me 
about the industry forming an 
organization to watch all Com- 
munist and Bund meetings and 
see if anyone from the industry 
was there. They sent the names 
to companies employing them 
and a list was sent to Miss Lille, 
Harry Warner’s secretary.’ 

Bioff said he also got a list, 
but there was no testimony as to 
what happened to the people 
named. 








| the Government 


| to buy a farm but after checking the 


| what you tell me is s 


to see Joe Schenck which I did. I 
was told conditions were better, but| 
I had better go to London anyhow. | 
Bioff said he was met by Francis 
Harley, of 20th-Fox, in London, and 
was put up at the Dorchester. He 
was visited by Robert Kane and en- 
tertained by Harley and Kane, with 
the former footing the bill. He was 
flown to Paris and met there by the 
20th-Fox representative and stayed 
eight days, with a car and chauf- 
feur hired for him. He also visited 
Belgium and Holland before return- 
ing. He was told by Joe Schenck 
then there was nothing to worry 
about; to sit tight and say nothing; 
and to stay out of circulation. 





Schenck stressed his own influence} 
at the time, the witness said. 


Schenck some time later told him| 
that the revenue agents had been: 
checking accounts on the Normandie | 
trip and had discovered it had been 
paid by Schenck. The 20th-Fox | 
chairman told Bioff that he had told! 
men he had just 
loaned the money to Bioff, and he 
now wanted Bioff to write him a let-! 
ter thanking him for the loan and| 
to return the cost of the trip.| 
Schenck gave him $500, and Bioff}| 


| wrote the letter enclosing a cashier's 


check in that amount and mailed it 
to Schenck. 

Then Bioff went into the mysteri-| 
ous $100,000 transaction which was a| 
puzzle during Joe Schenck’s income 
tax trial. He said that he wanted 





cost discovered that it would run | 
$500 an acre. This was excessive, he| 
thought, and mentioned it to Schenck. | 


‘Lou Anger’s Realty 


Advice on New Farm 


of the Peerless Travel Bureau, 
Testimony given was routine identifi- 
cations for the purpose of clarify- 
ing statements and the court rec- 
ords. 


First day of the defense for 
Browne and Bioff Friday (24) was 
a dull session. Of the two witnesses 
called, Pat Casey, chairman of the 
Producers committee under the stu- 
dio Basic Pact, was by far the most 
important. 

Casey took the stand shortly after 
Emily Pote, who works for Postal 
Telegraph, had been called on to 
identify a telegram from Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry Warner to Mr. and Mrs. 
Bioff. This formality out of the way, 
Casey began to trace the dispute be- 
tween the IATSE and the Union of 
Electricians in 1933, which resulted 
in the IATSE withdrawing from the 
Basic Pact. As a result of the strike, 
membership in the union fell from 
5,000-6,000 to 150, it was stated. 

Casey then told of the hectic De- 
cember, 1935, strike in Chicago, and 
the meeting which followed. with 
Browne demanding his men be 


placed back in the studio. Casey 
declared he. suggested they come 
back under the Basic Pact. Other 


labor leaders opposed the return at 
a meeting held at the Drake hotel, 
Chicago. 


Wanted Browne Back; 
Latter’s Peeve Vs. Par 


A heated discussion was held be- 
tween Browne and representatives 
of the other unions. Nicholas M. 
Schenck wanted Browne back, Casey 
declared, because it would save 
him plenty of trouble in his theatres. 
Browne was threatening to call out 
the men in the theatres if not put 
back. 

Browne declared at the meeting, 
‘I won't be kicked around’ and gave 
the arguing labor leaders and pro- 
ducers 30 minutes to decide before 
leaving the room. Schenck called 
him back, and Browne went on to 
express grievances against Para- 
mount, saying that that company 
was inducing IATSE men to resign 
from the union. The labor leaders 
then agreed to let Browne go back. 

Defense counsel Michael Luddy 
then tackled the April 18, 1936, meet- 
ing. Schenck had testified he was 
present at that meeting, and Casey 
stated that the Loew’s president was 
not. Correa then rose to concede 
this point, and some time later on 


in cross-examination Casey stated 
that if Schenck had said he was 
| present it was his (Casey’s) fault, 


since the Loew president had phoned 
him regarding these meetings, prior 
to his testimony, and had been told, 


, through an error, that he was pres- 


Schenck said, ‘If you find one you | 
like, I'll make arrangements for you | 
to buy it.’ He made some trips with 
Harry Warner’s brother-in-law, and 
found some property he liked which 
$68,000. He then back 
to Schenck, who called in his real 
estate man, Lou Anger, to look over 
the property. He borrowed $6,000 
and took an escrow en the prop- 
erty. He told Schenck that the 
property made $12,000 yearly. ‘If 
o, Bill, we'll go 
along,’ Schenck answered. Schenck 
was going to give him the $100,000, 
but Bioff said he objected.’ I did | 
not know but what’ some day| 
some checkup might take place, and | 
in my position as a labor leader it | 
might not look well,’ said the wit- | 
ness blandly. | 

Arthur W. Stebbins, Schenck’s | 
nephew was called in, and made a 
loan to Bioff of $100,000, which he 
banked. He had the check certified | 
and deposited in his own and his | 
wife’s name. 


cost went 


A day or so later he received a} 
call from Schenck who told him he| 
had the property looked. into 
and that it was not worth the money 
He ins having the money | 
back, and Bioff said he returned it 
Miss Nolander was present when it} 
back, as Schenck called | 
after giving it to 


nad 


isted on 


Was given 
her in and her, | 
age was very valuable. 

Schenck then offered to help Bioff 
make some money on stock invest- | 
ments. He bought him 1,000 shares | 
of 20th-Fox common and_ 1,000} 
shares of Consolidated Oil. At this | 
point testimony for the day ended. | 

Preceding Bioff, three witnesses, | 
Stephen B. Newman, with the IATSE | 


| since 1897; Herbert Aller, N. Y. at- 


torney, and William Elliott, fornier | 


| IATSE president, were on the stand. | 


They testified on routine matters and | 
identifications, 

During Bioff’s stay on the stand, 
other witnesses were called. These 
were Reginald S. Hall, traffic man- 
ager of the N. Y. Telephone Co.; 
Robert Neilson Hines, attorney; 
Eugene Tully, of the National City 


;} answer wa 


| tell you he 


| Loew’s 





Bank, and Carolyn Coen Adelman, 


ent. Schenck had also testified that 
at a meeting two days earlier he and 
Kent had discussed Bioff’s demands 
while having lunch. Minutes of this 
meeting were introduced to show 
that at the meeting Schenck had said 
he had worked, without having any 
lunch, to prepare an analysis of fig- 


ures. 


Casey was asked whether any of 
the film men had told him of the 
demands of Bioff and Browne and 
the payments being made to them. 
and the witness replied, ‘No.’ 


‘Have you noticed any change in 
the attitude of Browne since 1936?’ 
the witness was asked Again the 
; ‘No.’ 

‘Has he been just as insistent for 
increases in pay and in the 
ment of working 


better- 
conditions as of 


yore?’ The answer was ‘yes.’ 
$5,000,000 Wage Increases 
Then Luddy inquired, ‘What has 
been the amount of increases se- 


IATSE 


cured for 


members since 
Browne became president?’ Casey 
estimated the amount at close to 


$5,000,000 more yearly than prior to 
the presidency of Browne 

Correa then 
examination ‘How long 
known Bioff and Browne 

‘Since 1935 in the 
and 10 years for Browne.’ 

Casey said he Bioff 
times yearly. 

He was then asked, ‘Did he ever 

had installed his brother- 
with the agency from whom 
bought its raw film stock?’ 
That was answered by a ‘no.’ 

‘What could Browne have done to 
hurt the film companies?’ Correa in- 
quired. 

‘If he had pulled the projection- 
ists he would have put the compa- 
nies out of business. That would 
have been any time up to 1940. An- 
other situation is true today.’ (Later 
on the witness explained that he 
meant that today the companies 
have built up a sufficent reserve to 
fight such a move.) 

With the formal resting of the 
Government case Thursday (23), 
Judge Knox, in a staternent to de- 
fense counsel Conboy, may have 
tipped off the way the case is going. 

(Continued on page 27) 
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| ACCESSORIES 


You've GOTASHOW | 
To SELL! 


* Use your eyes... use your ears...use your head. If 
pictures sold themselves, life would be one sweet. 
song. You'd book your pictures and let the money 
pour in. * But friend, what a price you'd pay for 
your product. * Pictures must be sold and you’re the 
fellows who must do the selling. You’ve got the quick 


contact with the people who buy. « SELL THEM...Don’t 


wait until they come to you. Don’t rely on the grape- 
vine. Spread the news so that everybody, every- 
where, old enough to be interested in entertainment 
will know. * That means ADVERTISE... put ona show 
to sell your show...and let the PRIZE BABY help you. 


national CZEZYL SERVICE 


Standard Accessories...Specialty Accessories...Trailers 
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ig Browne-Bioff Trial 


Continued from page 25 








Said the court, ‘I think Loew’s was 
forced to do what it would not have 


| 








| 
$550,000 as originally set by the | 


Government. 


|a suitable man to make the pay- 
| ments, 


Herzbrun’s Payoffs 
In January, 1937, Henry Herzbrun, 
studio attorney, was told by Keough 


of the arrangements and that $27,- 
500 had already been paid out of the 


Tradeshows 


Wed., Oct. 29—‘Target for To- 
night’ (WB), 10 a.m., in all 
exchange cities except New 
York (where it has already 





MINOCO PREZ REFUTES 
-WHEELER’S JUKEPIX PAN 


Demand that Senator Burton K, 
Wheeler investigate and then retract 





done of its own free will. Its free-| Keough stated that Bioff’s demand | $100,000 total. Two to three days : been shown vem F his statement that jukebox films are 
dom of action was affected. It was) for money was made a couple of | thereafter Keough spoke to Cockell Blues in the Night’ (WB), ‘lewd and lascivious’ was made in a 
equivalent to taking money out of days following a labor meeting on | and George. Bagnall, assistant treas- 11 am., in all exchange | telegram to the solon last week by 
its till. You have interfered with | April 16, 1936, in which film execu- | Urer, about the balance of the money cities, including New York. |Jack Barry, prez of Minoco Pro- 
Loew’s complete freedom to deal in| tives and labor leaders had agreed | due. On the same day Herzbrun Mon., Nov. 3 — ‘Weekend, for ductions. Firm makes reels used in 


interstate commerce.’ 
Court Quickly Denies 
Motion to Dismiss Case 


This statement came at the con-, UP there from my office. Bioff said | from Keough which came out of 1:30 p.m.), and St. Louis | and waited also submitted to censors for 
clusion of a long argument, both| he had to have some payment right | petty cash. It was earmarked ‘pro- (where it will be shown | PProval in those states having of- 
legal and technical, by Conboy, in| #Way because there was a meeting | duction expenses.’ Nov. 4). | ficial 0.0.ing bodies. 


which -the attorney sought the dis- 
missal of the U. S. case against his 
client, Browne. Conboy, formerly a 


. J ; . Chicago right , : “4! and screen have performed for this t 
U. S. attorney himself, first sought to pein, edad and if I couldn’t| 4 neq by Correa why he made a we ee vibe company in about 390 pictures. Your 4s! 
5 his motions made at the out-| 8 the money in time for him to p.m.), New York (where : 
renew his take it with him I was to send it out the payments, Keough declared, ‘I ‘+ wit he aeee- at teae | statement is unfair to them. We sub- 


set of the trial in which he asked for 


recognized the making of these pay- } mit that the decent course for you to Ee | 
a dismissal based on the statement sacl ee ae ee ments to Mr. Biof€ and to such pa agg ot gael a pursue is to investigate the facts and tf 
that nothing in the indictment stated said I could get it to him,’ others as were associated with him sitneen Wi. 4). when you find the truth retract your ‘ ; 
a case against his clients. The court ' as necessities to protect my com- | statement. J 
ruled this plea out again quickly. ra i Lanse ys Tenaga no | pany against possible and very prob- —. a — ape ag le 4 ' 
> in | Personal demand when the 10% | able financial disaster.’ ree’ | 1 ee Om. | 4 
Then Conboy started his main | raise to IATSE members was being. St. Louis only. Romance Comes to Hank f 


argument for a dismissal. He pointed 
out that the statute of limitations 
barred the Government from taking 
any action on any alleged crime 
committed three years or more prior 
to the indictment. The indictment 
in this case was handed down in 
May, 1941,. and Conboy declared 
there was not one point in the Gov- 
ernment case which had not oc- 
curred more than three years prior 
to the indictment, 


He pointed out that the only 
possible excuse for holding his 
clients was the Smith & Aller tran- 
saction, in which that agency con- 
tinued to pay Bioff’s representatives, 


to raise workers’ salaries 10%. 
Keough stated, ‘A few days prior to 
May 28, 1936,I received a call from 
Mr. Bioff asking me to come and see 
/ him at the Hotel Warwick. I went 





he had to attend and that he must 
report some payment on account 
from us. He said he was leaving for 


negotiated. Bioff’s demand came a 
few days later. When Keough was 
called to Bioff’s room he was asked 
by the labor leader if anyone had 
told him about a financial arrange- 
ment. Keough stated he had not. 


‘He told me a two-year deal had 
been made by which each of the 
larger companies was to pay $50,000 
and each of the smaller ones a 
lesser amount. 


Keough Quotes Bioff 
On Nick Schenck, Kent 


‘He told me his people had been 


was introduced to Bioff, and in Au- 
| gust, 1937, Bioff asked Herzbrun for 
money, and Keough supplied $12,590. 

In January, 1938, Bioff, in New 
York, received an additional $10,000 


Keough told Bioff that this was 
the last due from him, and Bioff told 
him, ‘Yes, that’s right.’ 


Next witness was Henry Herz- 
brun, who told of making various 
payments to Bioff. He described in 
detail the manner in which he paid 
the labor leader and how on one 
occasion he was accompanied by 
A. C. Martin, Paramount controller. 
Martin, the next witness, corrob- 
orated the statement of Herzbrun, 
and told of going to Bioff’s home to 
make the payments. Last witness 
was Israel, who told of going to Chi- 
cago with the money for Bioff. Cor- 
rea then turned to the court and an- 
nounced ‘I do not anticipate calling 
any more witnesses.’ The prosecutor 
stated he would rest his case and 
Judge Knox set Thursday (23) for 


Three’ (RKO), 10:30 a.m., in 
all exchange cities except 
New York (where it has al- 
ready been shown, Detroit 
(where it will be shown at 


‘Obliging Young Lady’ (RKO), 
11:45 a.m. in all exchange 
cities except Detroit (where 


‘Obliging Young Lady’ (RKO), 
11:45 a.m. in St. Louis only. 
Wed., Nov. 5—‘A Date With the 
Falcon’ (RKO), 10:30 a.m. 
in all exchange cities except 
New York (where it will be 
shown at 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 
p.m.) and St. Louis (where 
it will be shown at 1 p.m.). 
‘Four Jacks and a Jill’ (RKO), 
11:45 a.m. in all exchange 
cities except New York 
(where it will be shown at 
11:45 a.m. and 3:45 p.m.) and 
St. Louis (where it will be 
shown at 2:15 p.m.). 


Thurs., Nov. 6 — ‘Playmates’ 


Mills Novelty Co. machines, 
Asserting that ‘we are astounded at 


|your statement,’ Barry pointed out 


| that 





the see-box pix conform in 
every detail to the Hays office code 


‘Your statement is unfair to these 
officials,” Barry wired, ‘and, more- 
over, foremost artists of radio, stage 





Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
Henry Fonda goes in for romantie 
comedy as lead of the cast in ‘Ring 
On Her Fingers’ at 20th-Fox. 
Irving Cummings directs 
Milton Spurling produces. 


and 





PYRAMIDING ‘BAINES’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 28. 
Jerrold Brandt’s Pyramid Produc- 
tions closed a deal to make three 
more ‘Scattergood Baines’ features 
for RKO release. 
Last of the trio under the original 


. tudi t : | pact was ‘Scattergood Meets Broad- 

as a sub-agency, 7%% of Loew's Guk Of Te SURNS UE A He om the making of motions. (RKO), 10:30 a.m. in all ex- | way.’ First under the ‘new contract 

business. However, the attorney | that they had considerable expenses Ae» a hee : , 

orated. this cannot hold the defend-| 24 had to get this money. He said} The defense indicated it would change cities except New | still untitled, goes into work in two 
; I could check with Sidney R. Kent | take two weeks in rebuttal. Dur- York (where it will be | weeks. 


ants, since Smith & Aller are not a 
party to the proceedings or named in 
the indictment, 

In rebuttal, John Burling, Govern- 
ment attorney, insisted that the 
Smith & Aller transaction did hold 
the defendants, since Loew’s was in- 
volved, and also pointed out that 
Sidney R. Kent was making pay- 
ments for 20th-Fox as recently as 
early 1940. 


‘Influence Is Valuable’ 


Judge Knox then turned to Con- 
boy and said, ‘Suppose by reason of 


or Nicholas M. Schenck, or both of 
them, on this arrangement.’ Keough 
declared he checked with Kent and 
when he next saw Bioff he agreed 
to make the demanded payments al- 
theugh he said he also told him he 
had no idea as to where he was go- 
ing to get the money. Bioff said, 
‘You won't have to pay it all at once, 
but you will have to have some 
money soon.’ The defendant also 
said that Keough naturally under- 
stood that the entire matter was con- 
fidential. Morning testimony ended 





ing the day Bioff and Browne were 
served in court in two stockholder 
actions started against Loew’s and 
20th-Fox by minority stockholders. 
The 20th-Fox action was begun by 
Jerome M. Stein, and the Loew’s by 
Justus I. Landauer. The first seeks 
to recover an unnamed sum paid to 
Bioff and Browne by officers and 
directors who are also named as de- 
fendants. The second, against Loew’s, 
similar in character, seeks $500,000 
damages. Both Bioff and Browne 
rejected service on the grounds that 





shown at 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 
p.m.) and St. Louis (where 
it will be shown at 1 p.m.). 


Sunbeam’s 1006 Westerns 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 


Sunbeam Productions will budget 
each picture in the ‘Hashknife Hart- 











ley’ western series around $100,000. | 


Five or six will be turned out on 





| 
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| lower salaried 











| Employees vs. Par 








| umm ontinued from page 5 


a $5 a week increase to 500 of the 
employees of Para- 
mount. These huge amounts have 
been voted to protect the future se- 
curity of the 10 highest paid execu- 
tives of Paramount who are well 


| able to provide most adequately for 


| 
} 


the '41-42 season. Two specials, each | their security from 


their earnings. 


inuendos and implications that com at this point. hey Wass Ie. SoUEE. Ong, SHORES . CORRE, OFS NF saahae dees eee — 
i slated. be 4 

pany was induced to transfer its Check Vs. Cash Outfit headed by Hal Forbes is ne- | The Par Office Employees Assn., 

account to Smith & Aller. Is that) pryjor to Keough, Samuel Carlisle, similar to company union move- 


not extortion?’ Conboy replied that 
nothing had been obtained from 
Loew’s. 


Warner Brothers’ controller, was re- 
called to the witness stand for cross 
examination. Carlisle said he offered 


LaCava in U’s Shelter 





Hollywood, Oct. 28. 





gotiating a release, 





That’s a Lotta Guys 


ments in other majors, has a con- 
stitution and bylaws in preparation. 
A permanent body of officers will 


The court then shot back, ‘You! Bioff a check rather than cash, be- : Hollywood, Oct. 28. | be created after the constitution is 
Pee , as ¥ av: ted Uni- ie ‘ %y tio ; mer 
obtained their influence. That's a/| cause cash was harder to explain Fo ar ee 5 Las Judy Canova’s comic starrer. get ratified and adopted by 
valuable thing.’ Conbédy argued|than a check. | director on a new story, temporarily True to the Army,’ rolled yester- | the membership. 
valuable things are real property.| ‘You would have been able to in- titled ‘The Sheltered Side’ , day (Mon.) at Paramount with Al-| Scale minimums set by the POEA 


Impatiently, the court then made its 
statement regarding Loew’s ‘free 
will.’ 

Conboy continued to battle, and 
tried to show that maybe Schenck 
was seeking to create favor with 
Bioff, ‘Here’s a way I can help you 
make some money,’ was the way he 
put it. Again the court interrupted, 
and stated flatly, ‘If that pressure 


did net come from the defendant, I | 


think the jury can so decide.’ Judge 
Knox then rejected the dismissal 
plea. Michael Luddy, attorney for 
Bioff, had also joined in the plea for 
his client. 


Applications to strike portions of 
the testimony were then made by 
the hard working defense counsel, 


but to no avail, as the court refused l threats of calling strikes on a na- | technicians 


to strike anything. 


George Breslin, another defense | 


attorney, stated at the end of the 
hearing that he would call 15-20 


dicate the disposition of cash on 
your books?’, asked defense counsel 
Conboy. 

‘I did not want to accept the re- 
sponsibility for what might happen 
if I spread this matter on the books 





cealed,’ the witness answered. He 
testified Major Albert Warner asked 
him to conceal the payments, On 
re-direct examination by Asst. U. S. 
| Attorney Boris Kostelanetz, Carlisle 
| was asked why he had to conceal 
the payments to Bioff. He explained 
that Major Warner said, “The com- 
pany is being shaken down for $50,- 
000 and that he had attended a meet- 
| ing of film and labor leaders with 
the latter demanding large sums 
from all leading companies under 





| tionwide basis. The witness asked 
| if a check would be acceptable and 
was told no, that the payment 


to be concealed. 


since the payments had to be con- | 


had | 


Irene Dunne is slated for the star 
i role, but the rest of the cast is still 
| to be picked. 














| Ask Quota Relief | 
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Continued from page 7; 














bert Rogell directing. 
Shooting had .been postponed a 
week for re-writing. 
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mew this means that for every 


|40 features distributed annually in 
| Britain, such U. S. company must 
| produce 10 single-credit features in 
| England, or the equivalent. Even 
| if two triple-credit films were pro- 
duced, the distributor additionally 
|} would have to make two double- 
| credit pictures under the quota law. 





This will be extremely difficult un- | 
| der present shortage of players and | 


plus high production 
| costs in wartime London. 

| It is a setup which is prompting 
several officials to ponder whether 
the quota law should not be com- 





eebeanetacatne 


|range from $25 weekly for messen- 


ger boys to $42.50 a week for secre- 


‘taries and others. 
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MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“YOU'LL NEVER 
GET RICH" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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Paramoitnt 


Bob Hope 


3RD WEEK 


GARY COOPER as 
“SERGEANT YORK” 


A New Warner Bros. Hit 


IN PERSON 
AND 


PHILSPITALNY okcn 
STRAND B’way &47 St. 











5th Big Week 


witnesses including many presidents Other witnesses were Eileen For- | pletely revamped or that American ond nee SISTERS So 8b Bostic 
of AFL Internationals. | man and Shirley Frankel, both|companies send fewer feature: Goddard JOHNNY It's Terrific Brondwar @ Gist Street 
. | . —_ “oc carretaries 1 abroa satter ourse 7oulc be ‘ 4 G Clark Lang 
He said that the defense would ; Major Warner’s secretaries, who told abroad. Latter c ursé would ke “NOTHING and Band GABLE rN Tt RNER 
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case and indicated Bioff may be 
called to testify on his own behalf. 


llections in 1936 and 1937. 
At the start of the afternoon testi- 
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pictures. But it revives the old feel- 
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amount secured from the four ma- 


jors to over $750,000, instead of 

















10 Years’ Experience Buying-Booking 


taining the name and address of 


to his hotel. He first arranged with 
Walter B. Cokell, treasurer of Para- 
mount, to supply him with $20,000 
|by means of a petty’ cash voucher. 





forces U. S. companies into compe- 
tition with themselves by setting up 


more efficient producing lineup in 
Hollywood. 
Some of these point out that it is 


to set up machinery for about 33% 





. | 
as unreasonable as forcing England 


and 
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JUSTICE DEPT. A GRIM THREAT OVER VER FLY’S 
SHOULDER AS WEBS FACE DEADLINE 





Industry Plenty Worried—Government Crackdown | } More Sympathy Likely 


Seems Certain—NBC 


Mutual Demands Rules Go Into Effect Nov. 15 


Will Appeal to Courts— 





{ 
Washington, Oct. 28. | 

The radio industry, and especially | 
NBC and CBS, await tomorrow's | 
(Wednesday) meeting at the Depart- 
ment of Justice with considerable 
apprehension that it will be difficult 
to emerge without adverse publicity 
to the industry. In effect Thurman 
Arnold and Victor Waters are saying 
to radio ‘why do you refuse to stop 
beating your wife?’ Or so some ob- 
servers here interpret the tactical 
aspects. James L. Fly, chairman of 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission will attend the Department 
of Justice huddle. 


NBC may momentarily request 
the FCC for a stay of execution of 
the ‘modified’ orders dated for en- 
forcement as of Nov. 15. NBC states 
it will challenge the FCC in the 
courts and relies upon Fly not to 
bear down until the court hears and 
decides. This might mean months. 

Meanwhile officials of NBC, Co- 
lumbia and Mutual, along with coun- 
sel, were separately gathered late 
yesterday afternoon (Tuesday ) in re- 
sponse to a summons from Victor 
Waters, assistant U. S. attorney gen- 
eral. The ‘conference’ date had 
changed twice. 

Mutual’s Position 


The Mutual Network disclosed 
Monday (27) that it will oppose any 
move to extend the date of effective- 
ness of the rules from Nov. 15 and 


N.A.B. N. Y. MEETING 


Promotional Fund One of Trade 
Issues Before Board of Directors 








Board of directors of the National 
Association of Broadcasters is slated 
to meet in New York this weekend. 

Included in the agenda is the pro- 
posal to gather a fund for the pro- 
motional exploitation of broadcast- 
ing and a review of the FCC’s new 
chain broadcasting regulations. 








GEN’L FOODS 


‘into priority trouble had to do his 


MAY SPGNSOR 
BASEBALL 


General Foods may go in for lots 
of play-by-play baseball broadcast- 
ing next season. Recognizing what 





For Replacement Needs 
Of Radio Industry 


Washington, Oct. 28. 

More consideration for broadcast- 
ers’ requests for repair and main- 
tenance materials now being with- 
drawn from non-defense consump- 
tion was assured last week by the 
Supply, Priorities and Allocation 
Board. In a wholesale amendment 
to earlier orders, the rationing unit 
placed radio on the A-10 priority 
list and simplified the procedure to 
be follewed in obtaining vital sup- 
plies. 

Though still far down the line and 
liable to encounter delays, radio was 
boosted to the A-10-B category. Pre- 
viously every broadcaster running 





own arguing, since there was no 
uniformity and each application was 
treated individually. In general, ra- 
dio stations were near the bottom 
of the heap, in the B priorities, 
where almost no hope whatever 
existed of getting the article de- 
sired. 


Effect of the revised policy order 
is to assure stations that when a 
tower blows down or tubes suddenly 
burn out they automatically get a 
place in the line of industries want- 





General Mills has done in that par- 
ticular field with the exploitation of 
Wheaties, General Foods is figuring 
on tieing up one or two of its own 
cereals with local baseball games. 


The account's two agencies, 





that it was preparing a set of rea- 
sons in support of this position ‘for 
presentation to the commission. 

Locally the purpose of the parley 
is said to be ‘procedural’ but there 
does not seem to be much chance 
the industry can dodge a Sherman 
act attack by calling off the prom- 
ised tug of war with the Commish. 
The Justice Department seems de- 
termined to reinforce the Commish 
commandments with a civil suit de- 
signed to bring about the same re- 
suits. 

Broadcasters’ troubles have un- 
doubtedly been greatly multiplied by 
the summons from Assistant Attor- 
ney General Thurman Arnold to talk 
things over with his law enforcers 

(Continued on page 30) 


PLEATS ON 
KSTP PAYROLL 


Minneapolis, Oct. 28. 

KSTP workers here will be pro- 
tected against living costs rise by 
new sliding pay scale just put into 
effect. Under, new plan, workers’ 
base pay will be increased or de- 
creased every two weeks in line 
with latest labor department living 
cost statistics. Workers’ next pay 
check will contain 6.9% increase. 
The 1935-39 living cost average is 
figured as base of 100. Dollar or two 
extra a week may be involved per 
worker. 

In no case will any of workers’ 
pay be dropped below original base 
which they were receiving prior to 
inauguration of new salary set-up, 
it’s announced. 











Margaret Whiting Sings 
On Lucky Strike Program 


Margaret Whiting replaces Louise 
King on the Lucky Strike Hit Pa- 
rade vocals this Saturday (1). She 
comes in from Hollywood, where 
she’s been singing on NBC sustain- 
ing. . 
She’s the daughter of the 
songwriter, Dick Whiting. 


A Mexican Dr. 1.0. 


Mexico City, Oct. 28. 
Jorge Marron is appearing on XEQ 
here as Doctor I.Q. under sponsor- 
ship of Canada Dry. 
Best and wittiest answers draw 
prizes in the form of complimentary 
cases of ginger ale. 


late 











Yankee ‘Dr. I.Q.’ ‘is sponsored by 
Mars Candy, of Chicago. 


ton & Bowles and Young & Rubicam, 
have been delegated to make a gen- 
eral survey of the situation which 
includes a checkup on the teams 
available for play-by-play airing. 





Hazel Kenyon Launches 
Many -Sided Educational 





Seattle, Oct. 28. 

Hazel Kenyon, new educational di- 
| rector at KIRO, has jumped into ac- 
tion without delays, having lined up 
several programs already. 
|coln Clubs,’ to build morale among 
*teen age groups, in conjunction with 
| the Defense Chest Drive, are being 
| formed in all city high schools, with 
weekly broadcasts from 
schools, scheduled for 13 weeks. 

Mayor Millikin will help out on a 
round table discussion 
school kids, Oct. 30, on 
| Don'ts’; and station wi 
| program on the Girl Scout’s National 
Anniversary today, with Miss Ken- 
yon handling. 











nomics director for KSO, Des Moines 


lege, Ames, Iowa. Before joining 
KSO she was ‘Prudence Penny’ for 
the New York American. 


Ben- | 


Activities at KIRO, Seattle 


;ment and repair supplies 


‘Abe Lin- | 


various | 


with high | 
‘Hallowe’en | 
ill broadcast a} 


Helen Watts Schreiber, home eco- | 


»| over 
Iowa, was the speaker at the Found- | 
ers’ Day banquet at Iowa State Col- | 


ing materials. The order, covering 
normal operating supplies, elimin- 
ates the red-tape of having to send 
formal pleas to Washington, where 
|days might be consumed before the 
| overworked personnel got around to 
|studying the circumstances and 
meking a recommendation. 

Radio’s place in the parade is 
| eighth, behind manufacturers, ware- 





| last summer 


| houses, wholesaling, charitable in- | 
| stitutions, carriers, educational in- 
stitutions, and printing-publishing. 


One notch ahead of telephone and 
telegraph communications. 

The order specifies that a priority 
rating must not be used if the ma- 
terial can be obtained otherwise, 
above-normal stocks cannot be built 
up, and orders for emergency equin - 
must be 
separate from others in order to get 
this preference. Severe penalties are 
threatened for any misuse of the 
priority scheme. 





-KDKA BEER SHOW FED 
T0 FIVE IN WEST VA. 


| ——__—- 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 2 
to increasing its tri- 





With an eye 
state market, Fort Pitt 
Company here, sponsors of weekly 
half-hour musical show over KDKA. 
has lined up a five-station West 
Virginia network to carry the pro- 
|}gram in the future. In addition to 
| KDKA, ‘Tap Time’ will also be aired 
WPAR, Parkersburg; WCHS, 
Charleston; WBLK, Clarksburg; 
WSAZ, Huntington, and WHIS, Blue- 
field. 

‘Tap Time’ has Maurice Spitalny 
band and a flock of vocalists. 





'ducted by 
|of New 


| from 


Network Premieres 


Sunday (2) 

Dinah Shore, songs; Sundays, 
9:45-10 p.m., NBC-Blue (WJZ); 
Bristol-Myers (Sal Hepatica, 
Minit Rub), Young & Rubicam 
agency. 





Monday (3) 

‘The Bartons,’ serial; Monday- 
Friday, 11:30-11:45 a.m., NBC- 
Red (WEAF); Procter & Gamble 
(Duz soap), Compton agency. 

‘Spotlight Bands,’ music; Mon- 
day-Friday, 10:15-10:30 p.m. and 
Saturdays, 10:15-10:45 p.m., Mu- 
tual; Coca-Cola, D’Arcy agency. 

‘New Old Gold Show,’ va- 


riety, with Herbert Marshall, 
Bert Wheeler, Hank Ladd, 
Merry Macs; Mondays, 17-7:30 


p.m., NBC-Blue (WJZ), P. Lor- 
illard, J. Walter Thompson 
agency. 


MRS. HUMMERT 
VEERING T0 
MUSIC 


With the intention of devoting 
more time to the Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert musical shows, Mrs. Anne 
Hummert is reported giving up vir- 
tually all her supervisory duties on 
the. agency’s dramatic programs. 
Script supervisory work will be del- 
egated to several subordinates, while 
an outside man is being sought to 
supervise production matters on the 
list of serials. 

Heretofore, the agency’s musical 
programs have been the chief con- 
cern of Frank Hummert, with Mrs. 
Hummert handling only ‘Manhattan 
Merry-Go-Round’ 
partial supervision over ‘Waltz Time.’ 
However, the agency has recently 
added ‘Monday Merry-Go-Round’ and 
‘American Melody Hour,’ as well as 
’s starter, ‘America the 
Free.’ It also continues the veteran 
‘American Album of Familiar Music.’ 


WICC Drops Dramatics 
On Jobn Shepard Order; 
Credit Fear of AFRA 


Hartford, Oct. 28. 
‘First Offender,’ drama series con- 
Sheriff J. Edward Slavin 
Haven, has been dropped by 
WICC, which fed show in recent 
seasons to Colonial and Mutual net- 
works Order to discontinue came 
John Shepard in Boston. Con- 











|sidered in light of organizing drive 


lin New 
| tion 


Brewing | 





England American Federa- 
of Radio Artists, move means 
WICC is going to do without any- 
thing like a regular actors company. 

Further chopping of WICC ex- 
penses has withdrawn station tie- 
up with girls’ bowling team, which 
eompeted throughout East wearing 
exhaler’s letters. 





Toledo, O.—Joe Fields, staff an- 
nouncer at WTOL before joining the 
army, is back with the Toledo sta- 
tion after honorable discharge from 
the service at Fort Bragg, N. C. 





Washington, Oct. 28. 

Organized labor still is 
rocks radio-ward, playing up the 
thought the FCC with its reform 
regulations has found the industry 
is dominated by a handful of 
monopolists but still didn’t correct 
the evils. Latest issue of Labcr, the 
weekly paper of the railway unions, 
pulled all the stops in describing 
the controversial orders and de- 
nouncing the industry’s refusal to 
submit passively. 

Under headline ‘Lobby Brings 
Home Bacon,’ the unionist editors 
sneered at the Commission’s com- 
mandments. Rules ‘ostensibly are 
designed to curb the radio monopoly,’ 
the publication said, but in actuality 
‘the big broadcasters escaped un- 
Scathed and in some respects tight- 
ened their hold on the air.’ Particu- 
lar displeasure was shown for the 
failure to go through with the pro- 








hurling | 





| posed shotgun divorce of NBC’s red 
and blue skeins. 

For years, the American Federa- 
tion of Labor has been harpocning 
radio, with the railway unions’ sheet 
in the forefront. The chief instigator 
of anti-radio moves is the group of 
printing trades, which acknowledge 
a selfish interest, but the railroaders 
never passed up any opportunity for 
uncomplimentary references to the 
broadcasting business and often has 
picked up obscure incidents to em- 
phasize radio’s sins. 

The reform story snorted about 
‘co! cessions’ to the industry, slanted 
th: . the Commish in effect sold out 
by granting two-year licenses, and 
nastily characterized the industry’s 
fight for relief. 

‘The radio companies have main- 
tained an army of lobbyists in Wash- 
ington since the creation of the first 
board (the old Radio Commission). 





R.R. Union Organ Raps ‘Easy’ FCC; 
Says Kadio Always Gets What It Wants 


Sometimes the lobbyists fight among 
themselves, but they are ‘as thick 
as thieves’ when drives are being 
made against the public interest,’ 
the labor organ editorialized. 

‘All in all, under all administra- 
tions, the lobbyists have been able 
to get pretty much what they wanted 
and have involved the commission in 
some nasty scandals. There is noth- 
ing in the new rules to indicate they 
have lost their ‘pull’’ 

Foregoing is pretty typical of the 
way Labor has been writing up radio 
happenings for several years, despite 
the fact that a good many card- 
holders (electrical workers and 
musicians in particular) make their 
livelihood off broadcasting. The 
paper has industriously plugged 
eyery proposed Congressional -eso- 
lution and the confiscatory tax pro- 
posals engineered by the printing 





trades. 





and maintaining | 


WEEK RECESS 
OF NEWSPAPER 
HEARINGS 


Washington, Oct. 28. 

Vague recommendations for ‘diver- 
sification’ in ownership of broad- 
casting stations were made to the 
FCC last week in another of the 
academic hearings in connection with 
the should-newspapers-own-stations 
issue. Gabfest recessed for three 
weeks, chiefly to allow counsel for 
the publishers to prepare for presen- 
tation of their rejoinder to the Com- 
mish testimony. 

Getting further. facts on opera- 
tions of Transradio, the kilocycle 
cops heard Irving Brandt, all-out 
New Deal columnist for the St. Louis 
Star-Times, who doesn’t think a 
policy should be promulgated ban- 
ning any newspapers from the broad- 
casting field but nevertheless is un- 
easy about publisher participation in 
the radio business. In the end, the 
regulators were unable to say just 
what Brandt thinks except he doesn’t 
appear happy over the present sit- 
uation. 

Before winding up for three-week 
breathing spell; the Commish allowed 
further cross-examination of Her- 
bert S. Moore, head of Transradio, 
about the genesis of his outfit and of 
Radio News Association. In response 
to questions from Louis G. Caldwell, 
attorney for WGN, Moore agreed 
growth would have been retarded 
without Press Wireless help in serv- 
ing clients. Now TR uses land lines 
for the bulk of its report, sending 
only a few thousand words daily via 
Press Wireless, though Radio News 
Association distributes exclusively by 





| wireless. 


Plans for the defense have not 
been disclosed, but the response is 
expected to start soon after resump- 
tion of hearings on Nov. 13. Numer- 
ous witnesses will be offered by the 
Publishers Radio Committee, which 


| will knock down thoughts that the 
| hostility of a few papers is character- 








of the entire fraternity’s feel- 
ing toward radio. Statistical evi- 
dence also has been compiled to 
refute arguments there is an undue 
concentration of either business or 
power in the hands of publisher- 
broadcasters. 


PUBLISHERS STILL 
FIGHT FCC SUBPOENA 


istic 


Washington, Oct, 28. 
Right of the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission to command ap- 
pearance on the witness stand at 
a policy-fishing = ging was 
vigorously assailed last week in the 


brief filed with the District of Co- 
lumbia Court of Appeals fighting 
the subpoena which would require 
James G. Stahlman, former president 


of. the American Newspaper Pub- 
lishers Association, to testify in the 
newspaper ownership inquiry. Liti- 


gation is of far-reaching interest and 
importance as it’s the first time that 
a citizen ordered to subject him- 
self to cross-examination has ques- 
tioned the regulators’ authority in 
such circumstances. 

Elisha V. Hanson, 
ANPA, cited the 
holdings in the Sanders Bros. (Du- 
buque) case and remarks made in 
the Pottsville and E) Paso litigation 
in support of his claim the regulators 
lack authority ‘to consider or to 
adopt a policy or rules by which 
persons engaged in the newspaper 
publishing business may by reason 
of that fact alone be differentiated 
as a Class for the purpose either of 
preference in the assignment of 
radio facilities or of disqualification 
from engaging in the radio broad- 
casting business.’ From this point, 
the journalism fraternity’s mouth- 
piece built up his argument that 
there is no reason why Stahlman, 
publisher of the Nashville Banner, 
should respond to the FCC ulti- 
matum., 


counsel for the 
Supreme Court’s 





Gardner Cowles, Jr., president of 
the Iowa Broadcasting Co., was one 
of the speakers on the John Whitaker 
panel conducted at the Shrine audi- 
torium in Des Moines on Oct. 21. 
John Whitaker, returned war corre- 
spondent, had an audience of over 
4,500. 
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~ ‘NIB Reorg Goes On —LaFount 





Chicago Group with Similar Name (Independent 
Broadcasters, Inc.) Won’t Stop Older Body 








Washington, Oct. 28. 

The National Independent _Broad- 
casters, which is a separate organi- 
zation from the group of affiliates 
that recently organized themselves 
in Chicago - as_ the Independent 
Broadcasters, Inc., is proceeding with 
the reorganization and broadening 
of the framework despite the cold- 
water tossed by pro-network ele- 
ments and the National Association 
of Broadcasters. State huddles will 
be held by the NIB to pick dele- 
gates for the forthcoming Chicago 
meeting which will write the NIB’s 
new constitution and bylaws. 

Harold LaFount, NIB prez, stated 
last week that the meeting held re- 
cently by the affiliated stations 
group, the IBI, should not be taken 
as a sign that the idea of expand- 
ing the NIB’s membership has been 
abandoned. He said that the need 
for a broader NIB, including net- 
work affiliation, is greater than ever 
since the N. A. B. has again come out 
solidly behind the fight of NBC and 
CBS on the FCC’s chain broadcast- 
ing reforms. 

The LaFount objective remains 
unchanged—to create a_ vehicle 
where the indies can express them- 
selves without being shouted down 
by the chains or some other nu- 
merically smaller but politically or 
economically more. potent faction 
(like the clear channelites). With 
somewhat suspicious glances, they 
reflect apprehension the Chicago 
huddles were at least in part for the 
purpose of whipping affiliates back 
in line and countering the move to 
set up an agency that includes both 
N. A. B. and non-member stations. 


SEEDS AFTER 
NEHI ACCOUNT 





Russel M. Seeds agency is reported 
as pitching for the Nehi beverage 
account (Crown Cola) now held by 
B.B.D. & O. 

Seeds has in the past two years 
chipped away from B.B.D. & O. 
practically all the radio business of 
the Brown & Williamson account. 


RAF, Pilot From KIRO 
Will Supervise Seattle 





Gifts to English Kids, 





Seattle, Oct. 28. 

Members of KIRO’S morning Time 
Klock Kiub have contributed more 
than a ton of clothing and toys to 
the Christmas of British children. 
One of the Kiro, Klub’s members, 
Ken Stofer, who is now an R. A. F 
pilot, has been granted a three-day 


furlough to do the actual distribu- | 
tion work in England in connection | 


with the project. Arrangements are 
also being discussed for a possible 
two-way broadcast of the doings by 
the British Broadcasting Corp., Co- 
lumbia and KIRO. 

In addition the Klub, under the 
digection of Carroll Foster, will mail 
1,000 two-pound tins of milk choco- 
late direct to British children whose 
names will be supplied to Klub 
members by British authorities. 





SHIRER’S LECTURE OK B.0. 


WDRC Promoted Affair Which Gave 
Community Chest $500 








Hartford, Oct. 28. 
WDRC-promoted lecture of Wil- 


vi 


F.D.R.’s Audience 





©. E. Hooper made a special 
political listener check Monday 
(27) on President Roostvelt’s 
talk and estimated his audience 
at 51.9, or 45,000,000 persons. 
Check was made for CBS. 

President’s high was his un- 
limited emergency speech in 
May, which rated 70. 


200 STATIONS 
COOPERATING 
WITH ARMY 


Washington, Oct. 28. 


War Department reports that it is 
receiving the co-operation of over 
200 stations in arranging programs 
for soldiers, either from station stu- 
dios or camps. 

Also that 204 stations are receiv- 














ing weekly bulletins on army ma- 
neuvers from the department’s bu- | 
reau of public relations. 





KDAL, Duluth, Minn., became a/| 
| CBS regional station (24) when it | 


bf 





ATION POLICY 





VOX POP SETUF 
~FOR AFFILIATES 


Niles Trammell Invites 14 
Affiliates From Red and 
Blue Stations as Prelim- 
inary Step to Setting Up 
Permanent Station-Elected 
Advisory Boards 





HEAR McNUTT 





Following a weekend meeting of 
about 20 NBC executives (see sepa- 
rate story) at White Sulphur 
Springs, West Virginia, for the pur- 
pose of canvassing trade problems 
Niles Trammell is this week host to 
two groups of seven Red and seven 
Blue network affiliates in New York. 
Tomorrow (Wednesday) will be de- 
voted to the Blue and the following 
day to the Red. All 14 guests will 
gather Wednesday evening at ‘21’ 
for dinner and to hear a talk on na- 
tional defense by Paul V. McNutt. 


Station Relations 


Although national defense and 
Governmental cooperation are prom- 
inent on the agenda of the gather- 
ings broadcasters are of the opinion 
that the move signifies a funda- 
mental change in NBC station re- 
lations. Permanent policy and ad- |} 
visory committees for the Red and | 
Blue stations are expected to de- 
velop. Potentially such committees 
might provide affiliates with a voice 


— 


NBC Senior Execs in Three-Day 





Business Meet at Rural Retreat 


v 


Pouring It On 





Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Unorthodox procedure of NBC 
buying time on an indie to plug 
one of its shows came to pass 
last week. 

Series of spots on KFWB was 
to acquaint blue net dialers with 
a new show ‘Breakfast at 
Sardi’s,’ weaned away from the 
Warners’ station. 


NBC’s president and vice-presi- 
dents, and various department heads 
gathered at the Greenbriar hotel, 
White Sulphur Springs, West Vir- 
ginia, over the past weekend to dis- 
cuss various’ intra-organizational 
problems. The network may make 
this sequestered huddle an annual 
event. 

One of the sequels to the weekend 
meeting will be the assembling to- 
day (Wednesday) and tomorrow 
(Thursday) in New York of Red and 











INCOME TAX 
GUIDE USING 
RADIO 


Seattle, Oct. 28. 


Edwin A. Kraft, manager of North- 
west Radio Advertising Co., is plac- 
ing a series of five and 15-minute pe- 
riods for Simon & Schuster’s new 
book, ‘Your Income Tax,’ on 71 sta- 
tions. 

Campaign began Oct. 20 and will 
run until March 1. An additional 100 | 
stations will get the go sign on 
Nov. 3. 





Lou Cowan, owner of ‘Quiz Kids,’ 
will lecture and conduct seminar 


moved to the 610 spot on the dial and | in 
boosted its power to 1,000 watts. 





Radio came to grips openly and publicly 
with the America First Committee this week. 





liam L. Shirer, former CSB foreign’ 


Dine Pondent who wrote ‘Berlin 
fel a” was held at Bushnell Memor- 

and netted $500 profit, which was 
Contributed by WDRC to Hartford 
~Ommunity Chest. 


Shirer’s fee for date was $1,000. 


Displeased by the failure to get another free 
gift of choice nighttime coast-to-coast facili- 
ties the auspices for Thursday’s rally at Madi- 
son Square Garden, New York, sent sharp 
telegrams to the webs and to newspapers rais- 
ing the cry of ‘censorship.’ These replies from 
the networks were forthcoming: 

CBS 
| Lindbergh was entitled to a nation-wide radio 
audience every time he made a speech. 

NBC—Regarded the attack as ‘unfair, un- 
reasonable and unjustifiable’ and had not re- 
fused time. 

Mutual—Had not refused time but Amer- 
ican First delayed accepting the half hour 
made available, one-half of which in interem 
was sold commercially. America First scorned 
the 15 minutes remaining available. 


Saw no reason why private citizen 


Trammell’s reply deserves to be 
quoted at length for the light it throws upon 
ithe methods of this committee and because 
Trammell alludes, with obvious penetration to 
ithe core of the matter, to the America First's 
|eagerness to play the role of ‘martyr.’ 


Niles 





Says the NBC president (in part): 

‘NBC did not refuse time to your commit- 
tee for Thursday’s America First rally, With- 
out giving due consideration to the fact that 
NBC has long had a heavy schedule of com- 
mercial and public service programs on Thurs- 
day nights, your committee set this day for 
your America First rally. Nevertheless we 
offered you the only 30-minute period we had 
available—10:30 to 11 p.m., EST., on a net- 
work of 62 stations east of Chicago. ‘This 
‘offer was declined by Senator Wheeler. 

‘Your charge that we habitually infringe on 
commercial time fcr so-called war speakers, is 
utterly without merit. Everyone on your 
committee knows or should know that the es- 
tablished policy of NBC is to give equal op- 
portunity and time to both sides for discussion 
of any important controversial subject, and 
this is a cardinal rule to which we adhere. 

‘We feel that your demand for a cancella- 








network matters not previously 
(Continued on page 30) 


YES, WE HAVE NO MARTYRS 





}next week at Hamline College, 
Methodist institution in Minnesota. 





tion of programs previously committed and 


Blue station affiliates in separate 
groups to go over problems affecting 
the relations between themselves and 
their particular network. NBC of- 
ficials view such gatherings as giving 
them an opportunity to confer 
directly with their affiliates, since in 
dealing with the Independent Radio 
Network Affiliates NBC obviously is 
confined to treating with problems 
that are common to both itself and 
Columbia. 

At White Sulphur the NBC execs 
taiked mornings and evenings, golfed 
afternoons. The two RCA public re- 
lations counsel, Roy Norr and Shel- 
don Coons, were also present. It was 
a stag gathering entirely. Harry 
Kopf of Chicago and Don Gilman of 
Los Angeles came east for the 
meeting. 





FREE LUNCH 


FOR CLUB GALS 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 28. 

Gillman Advertising Agency Wed- 
nesday (29) starts a new series on 
KSL for the American Packing Co., 
using Bill Sears, Gillman radio di- 
rector, as emcee, Series is a com- 
bination party, free luncheon and 
musical quiz for the various women’s 





widely advertised is an unreasonable one. Net- 
work operations cannot be conducted on such 
a basis. 


their views should, it seems to me, make every 


reasonable effort to adjust themselves to the | 


problems and prior commitments of the broad- 


‘NBC does not have to be reminded of its 


| 
| 
| 
casters. | 


obligations to serve in the public interest. Our | 


position in the industry and the esteem in| 


which NBC is held by the American people | 


is due to an ideal we have never lost sight of 
— to serve the public first. And, if your com- 
mittee has any doubt on that score, then we 
beg to remind you that to date, during 1941, 
NBC has carried 15 America First Committee 
broadcasts—more than any other broadcasting 
service. Senator Wheeler has broadcast eight 
times, Mr. Lindbergh four times and former 
Ambassador Cudahy twice. Your charge that 
the air is being flooded with international 


Groups interested in broadcasting } 


clubs of the city. Throughout win- 
| ter months American Pack, in KSL 


studios, will thrice weekly enter- 
|tain one complete women’s club 
with an hour of entertainment; 
{luncheon built around American 


| Pack products; followed by a 15- 
minute broadcast on which four 
members have a chance at making 
money via correct answers to ques- 
tions. 

Show is joint brain child of Bill 
Sears and Glenn Shaw, production 
manager of KSL. 


N.ALM. Due to Close 
Dispute with Hammond 
By Full Salary Payment 


The National Assn. of Manufac- 











propaganda at the expense of anti-war groups 
is equally without foundation. Thus far this 
year we have aired the talks of 70 self-styled 
anti-war as against 56 
whom you are pleased to designate. pro-war 
advocates. 

‘I trust you will forgive the length of this 


speakers speakers 
} 


communication, but it did not seem right to | 


permit your committee to assume a martyr 
dom which the facts do not justify.’ 
American Firsters are notorious among 
broadcasters as probably the most consistent- 
ly ungrateful body of free time-grabbers in 
radio history. Adherents of this group have 
not only resorted to blunt intimidation and all- 
out pressure but have had unconscionably 
short memories for favors and quick accusa- 
tory tempers. It is no secret in or out of the 
trade that the networks have done plenty of 
wincing under the shin-kicks and screams. 





Amidst all the worries and anxieties of its 
present troubled existence radio does have the 
self-confidence, born of carefully kept records, 
that the America Firsters ean only deal in 
glittering generalities. They have gotten more 
than their share at all times. 


turers has decided to abide by the 
| recent American Arbitration Assn, 
award to Laurence Hammond in ful- 
fillment of its contract for the ‘De- 
fense for America’ series. Full 
amount of $6,175 is to be paid this 
week, through Hammond’s attorney, 
Paul D. O’Brien, of O’Brien, Driscoll 
& Raftery. Court action called off. 


Case involved Hammon: con- 
tract with NAM to produce ‘De- 
fense for America’ on NBC-Red. 


When he was replaced on the show, 
which he had originated, Hammond 
sued for breach of contract. Al- 
though the AAA panel gave the 
NAM property right to the show, 
the trade group was ordered to pay 
Hammond's salary in full for the 
time he was replaced as producer. 


‘arhitratieal Deal Cold 


Macfadden Publications has gone 
| cold on the idea of spotting A. A. 
|Alexander’s ‘Court of Arbitration’ 
on one of the networks for True 
Story magazine. 

The mag has cut its price frorn 
lhc to 10c, making quite a differ- 
ence in the margin available for 
advertising. 
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SIX HOURS DAILY IN ITALIAN PROPOSAL 


OF GENEROSO POPE FOR WBNY, BROOKLYN 


+ 
Foreign Language Good Vehicle for Defense Propa- | NBC Meetings 


ganda, He Believes — Denial of Any Mussolini 


Taint in Policy 














ContinueG from page 29 


possible. An issue to be settled is 
the best way of nominating and 





Generoso Pope, wealthy and poli- 
tically potent New York City con- 
tractor and publisher of two Italian 
language newspapers, is behind El 
Progresso Broadcast Service, which 
has been negotiating first with WOV, 
New York, to purchase the station, 
and, that failing, with WBYN, Brook- 
lyn, to gain an Italian language pro- 
gram monopoly of that station. Arde 
Bulova, owner of WOV, has been 
apparently receptive to the sale of 
his station for some time, but re- 
portedly did not feel that now was 
the ideal time to sell, or that this 
was the best deal to take to the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission for 
its sanction. 

Under the Pope deal, some six 
hours of time daily would be ear- 
marked by WBYN for the Italian 
lingo programs. At the suggestion 
of the Institute of Public Relations, 
representative of the contractor, the 
actual consummation of the arrange- 
ment was retarded pending an ex- 
pression from the FCC. Latter has 
no actual rule against re-sale of radio 
time, but often frowns upon the 
practice. 


Pope ‘Pro-F.D.R.’ 

The Italian vote in N.Y.C. is a 
branch of specialized politics and 
Generoso Pope is in a delicate posi- 
tion because of former comments on 
Benito Mussolini, which have earned 
him, unfairly, he protests, the reputa- 
tion of being pro-Fascist. It is now 


—+ 





his announced policy to throw the 
full weight of his newspapers, his 
prestige and his following behind the 
Roosevelt administration’s national 
defense policies. 


Miss Hyla Kiczales, who was for} are running about 16% 


some time the general manager of | April, which was the peak month 
WOV, is slated to be in charge of| for ’41 up to now. 


the six-hour Italian day at WBYN. 


Fortune and Anthony Pope, sons of| by William B. Ryan reveals no past 


the contractor, are officers of the 
Service. 

Because of the extreme sensitivity 
about Fascism and the whispers 
about ‘propaganda,’ it is understood 
that elaborate editorial supervision 
over all Italian advertising and en- 
tertainment copy will be maintained. 
That most radio stations handling 
foreign language programs take edi- 
torial control seriously in their pub- 
licity statements, but not too seri- 
ously in their regular day-by-day 
operations, is well known to the 
trade. It is thought likely that anti- 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


Fascist observers will carefully scru- | 


tinize the new programs, but that the 
auspices themselves will 
maintain an impartial type of au- 
thenticating record in order to pass 
the FCC. 

Actually the Pope interests make 
the point that they are fully recon- 
ciled to letting Mussolini go swim in 
his own juice, and that they are 


have to| 





100% with the democracies against | 


Italy. The Italian language broad- 
casts should be encouraged, this 
group holds, as the ideal antidote to 
dictator hoke. 


| 


| 


electing permanent groups of seven 
to function starting Jan. 1 next. The 
present 14 were arbitrarily chosen 
by NBC but the web wants its affili- 
ates to choose their own reps on a 
basis of one from each of seven 
zones. 


All NBC executives who will par- 
ticipate in the Wednesday-Thursday 


The Blue Seven 


Those selected by NBC to rep- 
resent Blue-affiliated stations 
are the following executives: 

Sam Rosenbaum, WFIL, Phila- 
delphia. 

Harry 
cuse. 

Elzey Roberts, KXOX, St. Louis. 

H. P. Johnson, WSGN, Bir- 
mingham. 

Harold Hough, KGKO, Dallas. 


DAVE OLSON TO DETROIT 


Joins WJR After 10 Years With 
WCAE, Pittsburgh 








Pittsburgh, Oct. 28. 

Dave Olson, production head at 
WCAE for last 10 years, has resigned 
his post at local Mutual outlet to 
take a similar berth at WJR in De- 
troit. 

Ben Muros, engineer, is being 
groomed to step up to production 
berth at station, sharing those duties 
with Donald Dickson. Latter recently 
quit KDKA to join WCAE staff. 


NBC FRISCOS 
TOP MONTH 
IN HISTORY 


San Francisco, Oct. 28. 

Current month is the biggest in 
local NBC history here, according to 
Al Nelson of KGO-KPO. Part of 
the upsurge is due to exceptionally 
heavy spot skeds being carried by 
breakfast-food and drug products. 

The local sales effort for the first 
eight months of °41 is 70% ahead 
of the same period for last year, al- 
though during the same period spot 
biz from the east has been down 
about 7%. Present month’s totals 
ahead of | 











Wilder, WSYR, Syra- 


Tracy McCracken, KFBC, 
Cheyenne. 

Howard Lane, KFBX, Sacra- 
mento. 








meetings held a preliminary meet- 
ing among themselves Monday after- 
noon at Radio City. It was decided 
that only the program department 
will attend both meetings. Sales 
and sales promotion talks for each 
web will be separated entirely. 


Niles Trammell, Frank Mullen, 
Mark Woods and William Hedges 
will outline the major problems in 
the morning, with Frank Mason and 
Frank Russell sketching defense co- 
ordination matters. Trammell will 
host the seven guests and a few 
senior NBCers at luncheon in his 
private dining room each day. Clay 
Morgan has been acting as organ- 
izing secretary of the whole project. 

For the Blue sales story Edgar 
Kobak will have Ken Dyke and 
E. P. H. James on hand. The next 


The Red Seven 


Invited to New York for con- 
ferences at NBC are the follow- 
ing executives of Red-affiliated 





Preliminary check of sales records 


month equal to October, ’41. 


SPECTOR SPREADING ON 
GOLD MEDAL CAPSULES 


Raymond Spector agency, which 
has been spotting announcements for 














Gold Medal Capsules,.a Block Drug}, St#tons: — as 

Co. product, on stations here and James Shouse, WLW, Cincin- 

there, stated last week that it’s ex-| 44 

panding the schedule to the point Paul Morency, WTIC, Hart- 

where its expects to have over 150 ford. : 

stations. Ra wgeaia Reinsch, WSB, At- 
anta. 


The placements have been mostly 
on the basis of five or six announce- 
ments a week. 


0. L. Taylor, KGNC, Amarillo. 

J. J. Gillin, WOW, Omaha. 

Sid Fox, KDYL, Salt Lake. 

Harrison Holliway, KFI, Ios 
Angeles. 





Jackie Hel’er to NBC 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 28. 








day Roy Witmer for the Red will 
Little Jackie Heller has been|¢ abetted by Charles Brown. 
signed by NBC for < new sustaining Expected to sit in on all meetings 
series beginning Nov. 10 in which his | @7€ the following program person- 
singing, will be backed by a 17-piece } ages. Sid Strotz, Phillips Carlin, 
studio orchestra. Billy Hillpot, James R. Angell, Wal- 
Heller will take up permanent resi- | tet__ Preston, Burke Miller. John 








Under a recent FCC grant, WBYN | dence in New York, where the pro- | McKay for press and Abe Schecter 


can go 1,000 watts days, 500 watts 
nights, instead of the latter wattage 


for both. Chief Engineer Peter 
Testan (one of the four owners of 
station) is rushing the technical de- 
tails for the change to occur in 


November. 
Il Progresso Files 
Albany, Oct. 28 


| gram 


|turn the active management of the | distance. 


| Yacht Club, local niterly which he 


Il Progresso Broadcasting Service, | 


Inc., has been chartered to conduct a 
general radio broadcasting business 
in New York. Capital stock is 200 
shares, no par value. Directors are: 
Jacob H. Zamore, B. William Lahl- 
man and I. Wiener, 21 East 40th 
street, New York City. Each holds 
two shares of stock. 

Jacob I. Goodstein, 21 East 40th 
street, New York City, was filing at- 
torney. 





Ivan Hill Adds Accounts | 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 
Ivan Hill agency here now handles 
Weeks & Leo Co., manufacturers of 
cosmetics and pharmaceuticals. 


Also has the Great Lakes Varnish| running capacity at the moment. 
Works account. Will use radio and| Think it a good idea to invest in ad- 
new | vertising as shading for the post-war 


direct mail for that firm’s 


Bi-Kote paint product. 


owns jointly with. his brother, Sol| Kopf of Chicago and Don Gilman of 
Heller, over to the latter exclusively. ' Los Angeles, will be present. 


Pittsburgh Good Will Slant = 


Les Hagner Scouts Air Talent for Defense-Loaded 
Corporation 


+ 
o 








Pittsburgh, Oct. 28. 

Les Hagner, radio producer and. 
writer of the Wiltman & Pratt adver- 
tising agency, is in New York City 
this week gathering impressions and 
data on available radio entertain- 
ment personalities. He'll file a report 
with the agency. 

Behind the trip is said to be the} 
| interest of defense-active firms here} 
| to invest coin in good will build-ups 

via radio. This procedure attracts 
poy it is said, although they are 


Milligan Gets V.-P. Tag; 
Wenban Joins Agency 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 
Robert Wenban, formerly with 
Blackett - Sample - Hummert agency 
as v.p. in charge of the creative staff, 
has joined the Sherman & Marquette 
agency here, also as v.p. 
Lawrence Milligan, who shifted to 


Sherman & Marquette from B-S-H 
several months ago as radio depart- 
ment chief and account exec, has 
been named a v.p. of the agency. 








| period. 


.| Fly 


is to originate, and plans to | for special events will also stick the | 


Out of town vice presidents, Harry 


————es, 








- Justice 








and with Fly. Sole topic is expected 
to be the possibility of lightening the 
load by combining a Federal attack 
with defense of the Commish. 


While many aspects remain con- 
fusing, it is known the Justice pople 
feel, after perusing the voluminous 
record built up by the FCC, there 
is ample ground to substantiate a bill 
of complaint against the elder 
chains. Prosecutors think there will 
be no trouble proving that NBC and 
CBS put stumbling blocks in the way 
of Mutual and exercised so much 
control over affiliates there was no 
possibility of respectable, healthy 
competition. 


“Deny ‘Squeeze Play’ 


In some quarters there is supicion 
is endeavoring to pull off ‘a 
squeeae play’ and that Arnold et al., 
sharing his reform zeal, are simply 
trying to scare the veterans into sub- 
mission to FCC control. From Jus- 
tice Department spokesmen, how- 
ever, there have been denials of any 
such arrangement or motive. The 
trust-busters feel they possibly 
should have cracked down sooner, 
rather than adhering to the policy 
of keeping hands off matters under 
consideration by other government 
administrative units. 


Though unwilling to discuss the 
situation for publication, Arnold has 
given clear indications he sees eye 
to eye with the FCC element which 
has pronounced NBC ani CBS guilty 
of restraining competition. Refusal 
to promise there won’t be any at- 
tempt.to get indictments—thus seek- 
ing to impose criminal punishment 
for past conduct—is significant, even 
though it is not the present inten- 
tion to use the criminal procedure. 

The outlook now is that a bill of 
complaint in an equity proceeding 
will be filed simultaneous with any 
government answer to the prospect- 
ive NBC-CBS attempt to block en- 
forcement of the regulations via an 
injunction. The Justice Department 
assault may go beyond the networks 
and embrace radio equipment manu- 
facturers, though this phase of the 
matter may be postponed and han- 
dled separately at some future time. 
The artist bureau and copyright is- 
sues do not figure in the present 
picture, though Arnold’s crew still 
is watching the performing rights 
situation. 


Tactics Not Clear 


From some points of view, the 
legal ramifications are contradictory. 
If the FCC’s position is as strong 
as Fly claims—and the chances of 
winning approval from the United 
States Supreme Court are really be- 
lieved bright—it is hard to under- 
stand why the Commish chairman 
should seek reinforcements from the 
Justice Department. At the same 
time, however, a finding that the 
networks have violated the Shernifan 
act, either after trial or through a 
| consent decree, would bulwark the 
Commission’s right to impose such 
restrictions on the freedom of net- 
works to make tight contracts with 
outlets. Some observers 
Fly’s insistence on D. J. participation 
is a confession of uncertainty about 
the outcome of the scheduled litiga- 
tion over the rules, since they can- 
not visualize the Commish reformer 
as particularly anxious to share 
jurisdiction with anybody else. There 
is always the chance, however, that 
Fly is simply using an established 





| both barrels to better 
getting the victim. 

If the FCC should lose the fight 
over jurisdiction but the justice De- 
partment should win a related row 
over Sherman act violations, the 
FCC then would be in the position 
where it still could proceed along the 
| lines of its original reforms. In such 


be on another foot, to a large degree, 
for the Commish would be in a posi- 
| tion where it would be ethically re- 
| quired to punish the affiliates as co- 
violators. Since the FCC does not 
license networks as such and could 
only take cognizance of the court 
verdict in treating with licensees, its 
power to penalize the chains would 
be limited to denying renewals or 
revoking present permits for the 
web-owned plants. Differentiating 
between these and the independent 
affiliates would be hard to justify, 
though the regulators, of course, 
could take the attitude the indies 
were at a disadvantage in dealing 
with the skeins and more or less un- 
willing offenders. 

Further uneasiness results from 
Fly’s present stand on the question 
of postponing enforcement of the 
commandments. He has denied he 
| gave the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee any pledge to defer ap- 





consider | 


New Deal technique—shooting with| 
the odds of| 


Dept. Conference 


Conti* ued from page 28 





| 


| Gold Ribbon Wines. 














plication pending a decisive test. 
Industry people insist that the sub- 
stance of his statements was that the 
Commish would welcome a court 
test—feeling sure of eventual vic. 
tory. Fly’s stand is he promised not 
to penalize any individual Station 
and would be ‘happy to join in the 
litigation’ initiated by a particular 
licensee. The transcript of the Sen. 
ate hearing last spring shows he 
assured the Senate (and  coin- 
cidentally the industry) that ‘if they 
do want to challenge these regula- 
tions and do move expeditiously into 
orderly litigation and carry it 
through to a conclusion, there will 
be no injury to it.’ He told Chair- 
man Burton K. Wheeler the Com- 
mish ‘absolutely’ would not under- 
take any ‘purge’ of stations which de- 
clined to surrender until courts have 
upheld the validity of the rules. 

In view of its attitude in recent 
tiffs, the Commish law department is 
expected to fight a stay order— 
suspending effectiveness of the rules 
—as well as the challenge. Lately it 
has been automatic for the FCC bar- 
risters to oppose any judicial inter- 
ference with decisions, so that the 
chains are almost sure to find them- 
selves crowded for time to adjust 
contracts in the event they lose the 
first round. Except that the New 
York Federal Court may be more 
sympathetic and give them a break 
which they would have a harder job 
getting in the District of Columbia. 


TIME IN 2-HR. 
BLOCKS SOLD 
BY WMCA 


Blackett-Sample-Hummert, which 
in the past has divided two-hour 
blocks on WMCA, New York, be- 
tween transcribed repeats of net- 
work daytime serials and ‘Sweetest 
Love Songs of Today,’ dropped the 
cliffhangers completely as of Mon- 


day (27). ‘Love Songs’ now rides the 
entire two-hour stretch for an as- 
sortment of B-S-H accounts, includ- 
ing Louise Philippe, Kolynos, Dr. 
Lyon’s and Phillips’ Milk of Mag- 
nesia. Sam Brown announces. 

Another two-hour program, bank- 
rolled by a single sponsor, is slated 
to begin over the same station Nov. 
8. Ex-Lax, through Joseph Katz, 
has picked up Don Phillips’ Satur- 
day evening dance parade marathon 
which was sponsored last season by 
Phillips inter- 
views singers and songwriters dur- 
ing his stint and unwinds request 
numbers received via a_ private 
phone number and special switch- 
boards. 











CUT-RATE DEPT. STORE 








SPONSORS HIGHBROW 


Detroit, Oct. 28. 

Growing more pretentious annu- 
ally, Sam’s Cut Rate, fast-growing 
bargain-rate department store here, 
is sponsoring a new series on WWJ 
with Prof. Preston Slosson, of the 
University of Mighigan, in three pro- 
grams weekly for a 26-week period. 

Slosson will have three-10-minute 
periods weekly in which he will in- 





| terpret current historical happenings 


| from the standpoint of the historian 
}an event, however, the shoe would| 


as to causes, social and economie 


effects. 


Doc Brinkley Very Ill 


San Antonio, Oct. 28. 

‘Doc’ John R. Brinkley, former 
goat gland operations wholesaler, 
was rushed here from Del Rio, Texas, 
last week following a sinking spell 
brought on by the weakened condi- 
tion of his heart. Physicians have 
said that additional amputation of 
his left leg seems indicated, Brink- 
ley also has legal difficulties pend- 
ing. They involve a mail fraud 
charge and his own bankruptcy. 

His location here is being kept @ 
secret. According to Mrs. Brinkley 
he is in a private home under treat- 
ment and that he was brought here 
for X-ray pictures and_ electro- 
cardiograph tests. 
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BITTER CHARGES. 
W NBC'S WAYS 


-———_ 





One of Radio’s Name-Calling 
Competitive Situations De- 
velops as Blue Wins Ac- 
count — Ballantine Will! 
Finish 13-Week Cycle, 
However 


—_——_——— 


‘FLY’ IN THE SUDS 





aD 


Radio was faced last week with 
one of its bitterest competitive 
squabbles when the J. Walter 
Thompson agency disclosed that the 
Ballantine program was switching 
suddenly from the Mutual Network 
to the NBC Blue. The furor sub- 
sided Monday (26) as NBC took the 
position that it would prefer to have 
Ballantine complete its present 13- 
week cycle on Mutual and that it 
did not want to be a party to an 
account’s abrupt walkout from a 
competitive network under the cir- 
cumstances that prevail. 

The sudden dissipation of the 
proposed immediate transfer was 
preceded by a vigorous bombard- 
ment of charges from Mutual, with 
the Blue network the _ principal 
target. That the event possessed 
nasty litigation and publicity possi- 
bilities was immediately apparent 
to all when Mutual accused NBC of 
going to the extreme of reversing 
its own policy against beer adver- 
tising to wean away the account, of 
giving guarantees to the agency and 
the account against any action for 
damages, and of taking the program 
from stations presently receiving it 
through Mutual only to feed it back 
a half-hour earlier the same night 
at 40% less compensation to the 
station. The guarantee angles was 
stoutly denied by both NBC and the 
Thompson agency. 

MBS’ Fear 

Charges of ‘dirty pool’ were espe- 
cially stressed by Mutual because of 
its fear that the blow will be used 
by rival radio salesmen and echoed 
by the thoughtless, including radio 
and other columnists, as a dispar- 
agement of Mutual. The Ballantine 
program with Charles Laughton, 
Milton Berle, Shirley Ross and Bob 
Crosby, was not only an important 
account financially but brought 
Mutual a name-studded cast, some- 
thing extremely vital to its expan- 
sion and prestige. 

The Ballantine blow was followed 
by rumors that NBC would go even 
further in competitive appeals to 
Coca Cola, the second big name- 
studded series which Mutual lined 
up for this season. This program 
has not yet begun broadcasting. Both 
NBC and CBS tried desperately to 
land the Coca-Cola contract but 
failed, because in some measure 
ASCAP music was unavailable on 
NBC and CBS and was available on 
Mutual. Personal acrimonies grow- 
ing out of earlier phases of the 
ASCAP situation also played a part. 

Sudden switch of the Ballantine 
Beer program may also become em- 
broiled as an issue in the current 
controversy over the Federal Com- 
munication Commission’s new regu- 
lations on network broadcasting. 
The Mutual management and legal 
staff have held several huddles on 
the matter but no decision has been 
Made as to what trend the web's 
loss of the Ballantine business will 
take. 

J. Walter Thompson, agency on 
the Ballantine account, had an- 
nounced that the show will move 
into the Blue’s Friday 8:30 to 9 
P.m. spot Nov. 7. It would have 
made the first time a program had 
been transferred from one network 
to another (competitive) within the 
initial 13-week cyclé. Acceptance of 
the Ballantine account involves a 
drastic reversal in policy on the part 
of NBC. Latter network had been 
offered the business before the pro- 
gram went on Mutual five weeks ago 
but NBC at the time refused to 
budge from the policy tabooing beer 
which has been in effect since 1936. 
Other recent revisions of NBC poli- 





MUTUAL-NB 








cies, but all of which have been con- 
fined to the Blue link concern the 
acceptance of laxative accounts and 
the use of recordings over a hookup. 


Says Thompson 


In defending its position the 
Thompson agency pointed out last 
week that the move was in line with 
an understanding it had with NBC 
at the time the agency failed to ob. 
tain facilities on the Blue for Bal- 
lantine. According to the agency, 





NBC was informed that if it ever 
changed its policy on beer to let 
Thompson know immediately. 


Thompson got the word from NBC 
last Tuesday (21) and, according 
to the Mutual version, was given 
48 hours in which to turn in an 
order for the Friday evening period. 
The agency asked Mutual for a re- 





lease from its contract, which cov- 
ered 52 weeks but bound the ac- | 


count only for 13 weeks, but Mu- 
tual not only turned down the re- 
quest but advised Thompson that the 
account would be held liable for the 
billings entailed in the remaining 
five weeks of the 13-week cycle. 
This obligation amounts to $45.800. 
Ballantine’s appropriation for time 
over the 52 weeks is $200,000. 


When Thompson, according to | 


Mutual, asked for the release it gave 


as its reason for switching networks 
the fact that the Ballantine program 
had been dropped by the Blue’s af- 
filiates in Providence, Cleveland, 
Bridgeport and Jacksonvilie. Mutual 


took the matter up with Ballantine | 


Friday (24) and the account stated 
that it would go along with the 
agency on the proposition. The last 
ratings on the Ballantine show have 
been 2.9 on the Co-operative Analy- 


| Sis of Broadcasting and 4.8 on the ot 


E. Hooper reports. 





C BEER BRA 








Jamestown Enjoys Dept. Store Boom 


Following Merger of Newspapers 


| Jamestown, N. Y., Oct. 28. 


WJTN here is the beneficiary of 
a number of favorable outside de- 
'velopments. First there is Edgar 
| Kobak’s piling up of new commercial 
/on the NBC Blue of which the sta- 
| tion is an affiliate. Second the mer- 
ger of local dailies and elimination 
|of the morning newspaper has made 
; Some new accounts available. Of 
| these, the Carnahan-Shearer store 
|is a direct result. It’s now spon- 
|soring WJTN newscasts. 
| Department stores are increasing 
‘use of air time, with Abrahamson- 





| Bigelow having five 15-minute pro- 
| rams and intensive spot announce- 


ment campaign; Nelson’s has a new 
spot schedule of two one-minute an- 
nouncements daily, while Lock- 
wood’s has bought six-a-week an- 
nouncement spots and 15-minute 
bowling program. 

Brooks (apparel) has five recorded 
shows a week, and Stewart’s 
‘women’s specialty shop), ‘Holly- 
wood Headlines’ five times a week. 





Hutchinson, Kans.—Margaret Watts 
has joined staff of KWBW. 
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AN ANNOUNCEMEN®? 
OF A NEW SERVICR 


Effective November 15, The Nation's 
Station makes available, through the 
Consumer's Foundation, a Premium 
Testing Service for both network and 
spot advertisers. 


Such a service, we believe, will be 
helpful to both advertisers and listeners. 
Advertisers will benefit from this pre- 
testing plan which will give an un- 
biased appraisal of premiums by a 
group of typical consumers. Listeners, 
on the other hand, will be guided by 
the decision of fellow consumers in 
determining the true value of the 
premium offered. The result, we feel, 
will be a potent added impetus to the 
promotion effort as a whole. 


Advertisers who use premiums will 
appreciate the promotion possibilities 
of the endorsement of a group of bona 





APPROVED BY 
* PREMIUM TESTING 
GROUP 


WiW CONSUMER'S 
FOUNDATION 


fide consumers. 





Announcement of 
premium approval will not be counted 
as commercial copy in your WLW 


W/ lb \W 


continuity, and for network advertisers, 
cut in announcements will be made 
without charge. The Foundation also 
makes available the Premium Seal, for 
use in newspapers and magazine ads, 


For sponsors of regular programs, 
WLW’'s Premium Testing Service is 
optional. For direct sale advertisers, 
it will be mandatory. Premiums will 
be submitted to Testers two weeks irg 
advance of the first air announcement, 
and they will be asked to evaluate 
these premiums in terms of the pro- 
posed over-the-air offer, The Premium 
Testers Group is especially selected 
from approximately one thousand mem- 
bers of the Consumer's Foundation 
who have been engaged, since the 
early part of the year, in testing prod- 
ucts submitted to the Foundation by 
advertisers. These housewives live in 
all sections of WLW._land ; represent 


all economic classes. 


This new Premium Testing Service 
will add still more elfective impact 
to your WLW dollar . . . will add, 
also, to WLW's enviable success 
legend with advertisers who use pre< 


miums. We invite your further inquiry. 
(November 1, 1941) 


THE NATION'S 
Most Merchandise-Able 
* x * STATION 
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N.Y. Judge's Unique Legal Slant 
On Protection of Radio Idea 


eee + 

A new version of copyright laws 
on radio material came into exist- | 
ence Wednesday (22), as the re-| 


sult of Justice Morris Eder’s ruling 
in the N. Y. supreme court in dis 
missing a $60,000 suit by Grombach 
Productions against Fred Waring, 
Stack-Goble Agency, and Johnny 
O'Connor. Grombach had claimed 
the plagiarism of one of its own 
ideas for a radio program. 

Justice Eder ruled that the idea 
had been copyrighted by the plain- 
tiff, and once he had copyrighted it, | 
he lost his interest in the idea as 
such, but had an interest only in the 
result, or the script itself, on which | 
no dispute was in order. The court | 
also ruled that a copyright infringe- | 
ment action belonged in the federal 
court, and* was out of his juris- 
diction. Grombach claimed that he 
submitted an idea to the agency 
which would call for Waring to ask | 
listeners to write in telling of in- 
cidents in their lives in which songs 
were involved. After a dramatiza- 
tion of the incident, the song would 
be played. 

Waring claimed many persons had | 
submitted similar ideas to him, and 
he had used it as far back as 1928. 


N.A.B.’s 11th Zone To 


Bring Admen, Clubwomen | 
Others in at Same Time 


Minneapolis, Oct. 28. 

When National Assn of Broadcast- 
ers holds its eleventh district meet in 
Minneapolis Dec. 11-12 there'll be, 
in addition to the broadcasters’ 
group meetings, special rountables 
with advertisers, PTA groups, the 
Federated Women’s clubs and the 
University of Minnesota. 

E. H. Gammons, WCCO general 
manager, head of the district, Is 
meeting this week with Tom Gavin, 
WEBC; C. T. Hagman, WTCN; K 
W. Husted, WLOL, and P. J. Meyer, 
WYFR, to work out program plans. | 





| 





Educational Committee 
Meets in Washington 


Washington, Oct. 28. 
Walter Preston representing NBC, 
and Sterling Fisher representing 
CBS, were here last weekend to at- 
tend meeting of the Federal Radio 








Education Committee. With John | 
Stubebaker of Office of Education 
presiding the FREC mostly con- 


sidered new research projects in- 
volving children’s programs. 

Keith Tyler of Ohio State outlined 
some proposed 


RUSS HODGES’ INJURY 


Hurt Returning from WBT’s Farewell 
Party—Misses WOL Start 





Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 28. 
A farewell party for Russ Hodges 
WBT sports announcer, prior to his | 
scheduled leaving for Washington to 
join the sports staff of WOL (Mu- 
tual), turned out badly for Hodges 
He was slated to have reached Wash- 
ington in time to broadcast the Sun- 


day (26) game of the Washington 
Redskins. The farewell party, given 


him by WBT staff members, was held 


Thursday night at a local country 
club. On his way home Hodges was 
crowded off the road and turned 
over. 

His injuries were described at a 
local hospital, where he is confined 


as cons 


sting of cuts and bruises and 
a possible fractured vertebrae. 


Bill Ramsey in N.Y. 





Management, defense adjunct of the | 


| her bit, wiring that ‘your assistance 


Dog Shares Billing 


Boston, Oct. 28. 


Jerry, Bozo and Sky, also 
known as Lonesome Trailers, 
hillbilly singers, have joined 


WEEI, coming from WOV, New 
| York City. Bozo is a German 
“7b? | shepherd dog, but receives bill- 
Kate Smith $ OEM Job ; ‘ing with the act. 
— Act hails from Nashville, has 
Washington, Oct. 28. settled on a Greenland, N. H. 
2 ; farm and will commute. 
Smith the New 


Dealers get the raw materials moon | 


over te mountain in the role of AFRA a6 CHA ER 
radio’s first uncompensated woman | 

ELECT OFFICERS NOV. 3 
White House. Nightingale has been a Rel 
tagged liaison officer between the| Officers of the New York local of 
OEM radio section and the industry,| the American Federation of Radio 
expected to make the public con-| Artists are to be elected Nov. 3. To 


scious of the need for conserving|}e named are president, five vice- 


scarce, vital materials, ‘ , 
Donald M. Nelson, chain store | Presidents, recording secretary and 
Poll is being conducted 


executive steering the Supply, Pri- | treasurer. 
orities and Allocations Board| by mail. Selections will be made 
snapped up the singer's offer to do| from among the members of the 
local board. 

William P. Adams is the incumbent 
| president, 





Kate will help 








assistant to the Office of Emergency | 





can be invaluable’ in driving home | 
the need for frugality. 








Swan Stirs P. & G. Name Interest 


Anne Nichols Air Show Up at Benton & Bowles— 
Would Include Lewis Stone From Hollywood 


—_ 


‘Radio Youngsters,’ half-hour se- 
ries with Lewis Stone and a cast of 
Hollywood moppets, is being con- 
sidered by Benton & Bowles for 
possible Procter & Gamble spon- 
sorship. Anne Nichols, author of 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ is the originator- 
writer of the show, which would 
originate on the Coast. Ivory Snow 
would be the product, but has not 
yet made any recommendation to 
the clients. 

That is declared to be the only 
name show being considered by 
P. & G., although both Benton & 
Bow'es and the Compton agency, 
which handle part of the soap ac- 
count, have been gandering talent 
lists, presumably with the idea of 
a name show for P. & G. Belief 
in the trade is that this name search 
is prompted by the strong start of 
the Burns and Allen and Paul White- 





man stanza for- Lever Bros., arch 
P. & G. rival. 

However, P. & G. policy tra. 
ditionally favors economy program 
buying rather than name sponsor- 
ship. Only times the account has 
shown any interest in personality 
talent in recent years was when 
Jack Benny was uncertain about 
taking his present deal with Gen- 
eral Foods and when Fred Allen 
switched last season from Bristol- 
Myers to Texaco. P. & G. looked 
into both situations from a distance, 
but made no offers. 

Soap firm starts sponsorship Mon. 
day (3) of ‘The Bartons’ on NBC- 
Red out of Chicago for Duz. Comp- 
ton agency is handling it. There 
are several over realignments of P. 
& G. programs in the wind, but 
nothing will be settled for a couple 
of weeks. 











William Ramsey, Procter & 
Gamble radio head, is currently in 
New York for one of his periodic 
confabs with agencies, writers, etc. 

He and Mrs. Ramsey will attend 
the Yale-Brown football game Sat- 


urday (1) at New Haven and are 
due back in Cincinnati next Mon- 
day (3). 





WBYN Jewish Amateurs 

WBYN, Brooklyn, has just bagged 
Gulden’s Mustard as sponsor of a 
Jewish amateur program heard 
Tuesday nights. Sam Gellard, 
WBYN sales manager, closed with 
Charles Hoyt agency. 

Victor Packer is the Yiddish 








The Story of Too Novembers... 


This is November—and our Birthday Month: 
The Fifteenth Birthday of the NBC Red Network 


—But this isn’t just a story about us. 


This story is about some things that grew up with us 
Between two Novembers, 15 years apart .. . a story 
that’s bigger than we are, 


And we know it. 
It isn’t only something on a calendar. 


And it isn’t the sort of thing that you can analyze 


By counting the colored counties on a map. 
Though a map’s one way to look at it... 


A’ map can show you how, for instance, 

In nearly every county of America, 

We can bring our people together, as into one room 
—QOut in Montana, down in Rhode Island, across the 


plains of Texas— 





Bowes. 


When the President speaks to the people... when 


the destiny of the nation rests with the people 


... Or when the people want to be told 


The facts that a people should hear. 


Yes—and a map can make you feel, perhaps, 


How rich and poor, strong, weak, young, old 


(But Listeners all!) 


Are gathered today into a transcendent unity 


Beyond achieving in that other November 


15 years ago. We have removed forever 


Cracker-barrel sectionalism 


. .. misunderstandings 


between City and City, State and State. 


And something has been born that was not here 


before. 


Other generations may have areamed 


What these last 15 years have made come true: 


The pioneer, rolling westward through days of dust 


And days of snow, 


May have dreamed how some day we should end 
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ORESEE WAVE BREAKDOWN 








—_" 


50% Down Payment Rule Ends 


Installment Furniture Show on CBF 





Montreal, Oct. 28. 

First of the casualties in radio pro- 
grams arising from the Canadian 
Government recent ban on install- 
ment buying is the closing down of 
Les Varietes Legare one- -hour week- 
ly program sponsored by Legare, 
Limited, furniture manufacturers. 
This program was on CBF, Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. French-language 
station and was scheduled to run 26 
weeks, of which seven weeks have 


been played. 
New regulations lay down that 





50% of purchase price must be paid 
on purchase and balance in year. 
Evasion plan getting some play is 
to form ‘clubs’ with $5 entrance fee, 
which will be considered initial pur- 
chase amount and payments to be 
on old scale. This is being tried out 
by some department stores, and, if 
legal, should solve problem and 
bring back to radio such casualties 
as have occurred. 





Kalamazoo, Mich.—Car] E. Lee, at 
WKZO, Kalamazoo, on_ regular 
studio engineering staff. 





Radio-Seasoned Draftees 
In KTSA Broadcasts 


San Antonio, Oct. 28. 


GENE O’HAIRE’S FOUR 
MORNING ACCOUNTS, 


Schenectady, Oct. 28. title of a new series of broadcasts 

Gene O’Haire is now handling a , on KTSA. It’s written, composed, 

quarter-hour musical clock six morn- | | | peodused = 5 a ae: b ge 

sonnel of Brooks Fie roduced by 

ings weekly on WGY, Schenectady, Lt. Frank Ellis, formerly of station 

for Groves Bromo-Quinine, through | WLW. Cincinnati. Cadet R. E. Will, 

J. Walter Thompson. Contract, which | who is announcer, was formerly of 
runs until March 7, gives O’Haire | wIRE, Indianapolis. 


four programs, under sponsorship of | . 
national advertisers, every morning | Members of the orchestra include 


on WGY. | Sgt. John L. Spack, who played in 

Others are Bond Stores Griffin | eS) — at pdr dis Fort haere 

: :  f cLean formerly was wi 

Shoe Polish, and Sweetheart Soap. nouns bend at KWH, Shreveport: 
| Jerry Daughterty hails from KVOO 

Minneapolis.—Frank J. McLogan|and KTUL, Tulsa, Oklahoma, and 
has resigned as KSTP announcer to|KGGF, Coffeyville, Kan. Hugh 
accept e similar post at WJR, De- | Ramsey has been associated with the 
troit. Hal Loman orch. 




















The isolation of geography, 


Binding New York to Cheyenne with the speed of 


light: hurtling darkness and storm; and through 


wind and lightning speaking ; 
From the Atlantic to the Pacific, with 


One voice 
To one nation 
Indivisible! 


But the story isn’t only in the maps... 


It’s in the people, after fifteen years. 


It’s a pattern in the people. 


One-fourth of our people have lived with Network 


Broadcasting 


Since the day they were born... 
And more than a third of us have lived with it 


Since we were five years old. 


Count that, when you measure 


The strength, the power, the influence 
Of Network Radio today 


On the minds of Americans! 


It’s a pattern in the people... Look around you. 





It’s a pattern in their living: their waking, their work- 
ing: their leisure and laughter: their dancing and 
buying. They get up to network radio, and they go 
to bed to network radio. 


It's a habit... and you can’t erase it. 


* * * 


During these 15 years, the NBC Red Network has 


become a part of America. 


It belongs. 
Let’s say it simply:— 


For 15 years, the National Broadcasting Company 
has been proud of its job. It’s been a big job, and 
we've tried to give our best to it. We must have. 
For the network the country listened to first is still 


the network most people listen to most/ 


NBC NETWORK 


The Network MOST People Listen to MOST 
THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 


























'SUPERPOWE 











WER FOR 
GAO NOT LIKELY 


Two Main Issues of Techni- 
cal Character Now Before 
FCC — Immediate Deci- 
sions Improbable, = ut Cer- 
tain Trends Fairly Clear 





PUSH OVER MOVE 





Washington, Oct. 28. 

Delicate policy question raised by 
the WLW, Cincinnati, revival of 
superpower aspirations has the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission in 
a quandary and despite the ‘national 
defense’ argument the prospects for 
lifting the 50 kw lid do not appear 
especially bright. Break-down of 
more clear channels seems much 
more probable, with a fundamental 
change of philosophy widely ex- 
pected by industry watchers. 

With 13 super-power requests on 
the hook, many of them years’ old, 
the Commish has been waltzing 
around lately fearful that any move 
to allow more wattage will bring 
Congressional repercussions. The 
three-year-old Senate resolution— 
sponsored by Burton K, Wheeler, 
chairman of the potent Interstate 
Commerce Committee, is a danger 
signal. In addition, various bills 
have been introduced (though never 
receiving serious attention) in the 
last two sessions definitely banning 
any juice grant above the existing 
maximum or placing such restrice- 
tions on use of more_power that no- 
body would really want it. 

A legislative hearing on the ques- 
tion of raising the limit, as well as 
on the related issue of preserving the 
24 I-A stripes is more or less antici- 
pated in trade circles. In view of 
the slowness with which the kilo- 
cycle cops have reached conclusions 
on policy problems in the last few 
years, observers cannot see anything 
decisive happening for some months. 

Pressure is being exerted, without 
doubt, to convert the Commish to 
500 kw operation. So far nothing 
has been put in writing by officers 
of other Federal outfits reputedly 
feeling that more powerful trans- 
mitters would be a national asset, 

Complications 

The situation troubling the Com- 
mish is tied. up closely with the 
bloodthirsty manner of Congres- 
sional isolationists. Also it is linked 
with the furore over the anti-mo- 
nopoly reforms, If the regulators 
should show a disposition to permit 
operation with more than 50 kw, the 
non-interventionists unquestionably 
would pounce, charging the Roose- 
velt Administration wanted more 
potent transmitters in order to 
whoop up more enthusiasm for entry 
into the war. The same solons are 
the chief critics of the network regu- 
lations, so there is a doubly forceful 
reason for prudence. 

That the bulk of the Commission 
now would be disposed to reconsider 
the 1938 decision against superpower 
ig generally acknowledged in trade 
quarters. Only two members seem 
death on the idea, Commissioners T. 
A. M. Craven and George Henry 
Payne. And Craven is on record as 
saying, in the ‘social and economic 
report’ that technically he thinks 
stronger juice would be a distinct 
advantage. Payne led the fight 
against WLW’s operation with 500 
kw. 

The list of pending requests for 
500 kw includes siations in all sec- 
tors, with WLW the most anxious to 
get the limit raised. Others wanting 
it if tae Commish does change its 
mind are WIP, WLS, WHO, WJZ, 
WHAS, WOAI, WEAN, WSN and 
KFI, 

But No Fun 


An alternative has been suggested 
that might stave off any Congres- 
sional punishment. If super-power 
honestly is desired because of na- 
tional defense and morale-boosting 

(Continued on page 39) 
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FRANK FAY 
With Bob Hannon, Beverly & Boy 

Friends (Continentals), Harry Salt- 

er’s orchestra, Eddie Parks, Keenan 

Wynn 
Variety 
30 Mins. 

TUMS 
Thursday, 10:30 p.m, 
WEAF-NBC Red 
(Stack-Goble) 

Much was expected from Frank | 
Fay’s return to big-time radio, but) 
the so-so material, slow tempo and) 
far-from-new variety formula pre- 
sented opening night (23) launched | 
him with a major disappointment. He | 
was still Fay, clever, glib, suave. The 
guy everyone wants to like. But that 
delayed delivery must compete with 
Hope, Skelton, Cantor, Benny, Allen. | 
The old vaude routines are not 
enough when the mugging and by- 
play is lost, 

Fay has the talent, but evidently 
not the writers who can furnish and 
embellish that ability. Opening show, 
Fay didn’t have a strong laugh for 
his fireside audience, though the 
visual crowd in the studio appeared 
to be getting a lot more amusement. | 
That's putting the aim of a radio pro- 
gram in direct reverse—pleasing a 
comparative few and leaving the vast 
air audience wondering ‘what’s so 
funny?’ Having the audience ask Fay 
questions, with the comic supposed to 
pay $2 for every wrong answer, was 
strictly for visual consumption. And 
for what radio purpose was that 
sexy-voiced Dagmar from the Bronx? 
That’s a repeat from the old Palace. 
It was as aimless as it was unfunny, 

ermitting the sequence to trail off 
Into virtual unintelligibility. With 
Fay’s quiet delivery and the girl’s 
low, deep-throated voice, their dia- 
log had the animation of a Quaker 
meeting. 





Fay’s opening couple of gags 
showed some promise and_ that 
‘Public Understander’ (or P.U. for 


short) routine with an _ unbilled 
stooge might be built into a good 
running situation if written ‘up.’ But 
then came the first bad letdown with 
Murphy (Parks) and O’Brien 
(Wynn), the hokey playwrights. It 
was low-grade corn. An N staff 
producer directed the show. A 
tough and perhaps unfair assign- 
ment. 

Show’s other entertainment quali- 
ties are good. Bob Hannon, tenor 
who is coming more and more into 
his own as a topnotch radio singer, 
did well with “Time Was.’ Beverly 
and Her Boy Friends, formerly billed 
as the Continentals, neatly harmon- 
ized ‘Hi Neighbor’ and ‘One, Twa | 
Three O’Leary,’ while thst radio de- | 
pendable, Harry Salter’s orchestra, 
delivered accompaniment to the sing- 
ers and.a ‘navy song’ medley on its 
own in crackerjack fashion, Salter, 
however, took the rap at the end for 
off-timing, the program’s abrupt | 
finish cutting sharply into Salter’s| 
medley apparently a minute or two 
before its natural ending. 

Tums, however, made sure of one 
thing—its plugs weren’t sacrificed. It | 





might send a sample package to all| any but musicians interested in new 


the listeners of the inaugural. Scho. 





Kerby Cushing, KYW Philadelphia | intricate scores of Bach, Beethoven, 
has been appointed | 


sports gabber, 
special assistant in charge of radio | 
for the ‘Hale America’ campaign | 
under the Office of Civilian Defense. | 
The appointment was made by John | 
B. Kelly, U.S. Director of Civilian 
Health. 


| 
] 


j}for our budding composers. 


— 


ADRIENNE AMES 
‘Fan Mag of Air’ 


20 Winks 


Talk Cinta 
15 Mins.—Local , ‘ 

Sustaining Shouldn't WEAF blush gq littie 
T-T-S, 7 p.m. for that 10:30-11 p.m. half-hour 


WHN, New Yok 

Taking over the spot formerly held | 
by Lyle Talbot, who went off the 
air about eight weeks ago, Miss 
Ames is currently dishing out the 
conventional type of too-too-sweet 
film, theatre and Broadway gossip. 


Some of 
the main comics are already 
pulling back material from last 
season, and the year before that, 
while sticking pretty close to 





She gushes breathlessly about name the formulae that got them 
personalities, dwells with girlish ex- there. But you can’t hate ‘em 
citement on approaching marriages : 
among celebs, and sounds as if she’s for that. Allen has cut down his 


well-nigh overcome by the mere 
mention of the greats and near- 
greats in the industry. 


Miss Ames has voice of good mike 
timber and suffers largely from ma- 
terial which listens like a sloppy re- 
write from dailies or press releases. 
There is a lack of novelty in treat- 
ment of such mimeographed items, 
many of which had already been 
published, as Harry Carey’s possible 
selection for film version of Mark 
Twain, John Barrymore’s checking 
out of hospital, Rosalind Russel!’s 
marriage. Among other ‘startling’ 
items of information was one of a 
femme film star who went all the 
way from Hollywood to New York 
and back without being recognized 
by a single person en route. Isn’t 
that wonderful? 


Chatter is split up and designated 
in form of pages. The fashion page 
appears likely to catch housewife 
audience. Show caught included 
plug for ‘Bundles for Britain’ and 
opening of ‘How Green Was My 
Valley’ (20th), preem funds going to 
the U.S. Navy Relief Society. Mori. 


ad libbing, as well as the amount 
of dialog formerly assigned 
Kenny Baker and Al Goodman, 
and probably is the slowest come- 
dian on the air outside of Frank 
Fay. However, you've got to be 
awfully good to take the lib- 
erties that Allen does with 
tempo or repeat an entire se- 
quence, as he did last week, from 
the previous season. Hope hasn't 
quite done this verbatim like 
Allen, but he’s just put a dif- 
ferent color tie on the same 
idea many a time and thinks 
nothing of merely changing the 
socks on a pet gag and send- 
ing it out for another walk. 
Youngsters can learn something 
every week listening to Allen 
and Hope, the same as the kid 
band vocalists should make it a 
rule to hear Kate Smith and 
Bing Crosby each broadcast. ... 
And doesn’t Buddy Clark sing 
much better when he forgets 
about those grace notes? Vote 
‘Yes’....That’s an awful noisy 
half-hour Count Basie chops out 
on WOR...We'll drop a nickel 
in that thing to hear Al Goodman 
play ‘Will You Still Be Mine?’ 

Shudders of the week: All 
band leaders who, when on the 
air, talk like a limp handshake. 





‘AMERICAN MUSIC FESTIVAL’ 
With Howard Barlow Orchestra, 
Nicolai Berezowski 
Classical Music 
30 Mins. 
Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
CBS, in attempting to present a 
full half hour of contemporary 





American works every week, is fol- 





me 
lowing a highly commendable 
course, but one which is not very 
likely to have great receptivity. 
American music, or at least Ameri- 
can symphonic music, has languished 
unnoticed for a long time and despite 
every attempt to interest the public 
in it, or its composers, continues to 
play a back seat to its jazzy sister. 
The first work presented was | 
Berezowski’s concerto for viola with| 
the composer playing the viola. It| the most interesting incident on this 
exemplifies better than any words/ program is the fact that Frank Hum- 
why American serious music fails to| mert, after many years of public 
catch popular fancy, The work = anonymity, has stepped out to take 


‘AMERICAN MELODY HOUR’ 

With Vivian della Chiesa, Conrad 
Thibault, Frank Munn, Frank 
Black 

30 Mins. 

BAYER’S ASPIRIN 

Wednesday, 10 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 

(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 





well orchestrated, and some of the|a bow before the listeners. He is 
melodic line is excellent, but the; crediting himself on this series as 
consistent dissonances and violent|the ‘creator and author.’ The bill- 
discord of clashing intricate har-|ing announcement, as aired on the 
initial installment (22) of ‘The 


monies is not likely to interest a ; : 
public brought up on the catchy American Melody Hour,’ suggests 
tunes of modern jazz. The second| another precedent. It is perhaps 


the first time that an official of an 
advertising agency has, as far as the 
public ear is concerned, directly 
linked himself to the writing or pro- 
duction of a commercial program. 
In pattern and general composition 
‘The American Melody Hour’ may 
be described as a carbon copy of 
the same account’s ‘American Album 
of Familiar Music,’ which has oc- 
cupied a Sunday evening niche on 


movement, an allegretto rubato, is 
the most melodious, but even here, 
the technicality of the work pre- 
cludes deep interest on the part of 


forms. 


American composers seem afraid 
to write melodies, and yet if the most 


Brahms, Wagner, Tchaikovsky, 
Mozart or Haydn are examined they 
will be found to abound in melody|the NBC-Red for over 10 years. 
which is basically what makes for| “The American Melody Hour’ is by 
their endurance and _ lasting popu- | rote, authorship and design 1931 ra- 
larity. To take a page from the books| dio. The orchestral arrangements 
of these masters would not be amiss; couldn’t be less unadorned with the 
finer nuances that radio music has 
gathered in the past few years. 
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In radio, too, 





evening fare for the older folks who 
would assuage their day’s harass- 
ments with such anodynes as soft 
music and Bayer’s aspirin he might 
tone down the brasses. 


For the vocal department the pro- 
gram has gathered Vivian della 
Chiesa, one of radio’s more talented 
sopranos; Conrad Thibault, whose 
baritone has ranged across the net- 
works for years; Frank Munn, a 
tenor of perennial standing on the 
Sunday night ‘Album,’ and a mixed 
choir. Frank Black, also as stand- 
ard as Munn, is the batonist. 

Opening night’s repertoire _in- 
cluded ‘Carry Me Back to Old Vir- 
ginny,’ ‘In the Gloaming,’ ‘Just a 
Song at Twilight’ and Schubert’s 
‘Ave Maria.’ The finale consisted 
of-a medley of southern airs, and 
this one was certainly from Dixie. 


The third notable feature about 
this series is its commercial section. 
It contains but two short lines of 
identity copy, one line coming at 
the opening of the show and the 
other at the end. ‘This line read, 
‘This program is brought you by 





it's Better 


Being in the right spot is impor- 
tant. Reminds us of WMCA. It 
has New York's lowest frequency 
(570 kc.) with enough power 
(5000 watts) to reach over 
12,500,000 people without waste. 
The reason? Simple. Low fre- 
quency means fonger wave- 





American druggists who supply you 
with Bayer’s Aspirin.’ Hummert is 
maybe establishing still another 
precedent. dec. 


to be Lower 





Frank Danzig Joins CBS 

Frank Danzig, formerly staff pro- 
ducer at WMCA, New York, has 
joined the production staff of CBS. 
Before working for WMCA, he did 
director and announcer work at 
WHN and WNEW, New York, and 
was at one time with the radio divi- 
sion of the Federal Theatre. 

He is a brother of Jerry Danzig, 
publicity head of WOR, New York. 


length; Jonger wave-length means 
maximum utilization of power. 
The best spot is the low spot. 


WMCA 


FIRST ON NEW YORK’S DIAL 








What might rate in the trade as | 


And if Hummert is framing his late | 


—— ar 


Follow-Up Comment 





Arthur and Morton Havel, vet 
comedy team of vaudeville, guested 
Saturday (25) on the Lever Bros. 
weekly vaude show on NBC-Red 
(WEAF), getting creditable laugh 
results with their familiar brand of 
clowning. While virtually all their 
gags were standard, their delivery 
was nicely gauged for radio. Pair 
revealed themselves as a potential 
bet for regular appearance on a va- 
riety series. Also heard on the pro- 
gram caught were Sylvia Froos, un- 
corking a sultry edition of ‘Have to 
Dream the Rest,’ and ‘Windy’ Cook, 
Philadelphia schoolboy, with a hu- 
morously uncanny collection of trick- 
voice sound effects. Harry Mc- 
Naughton and Ward Wilson, repeat- 
ing for sixth time on the show, nicely 
filled the closing spot with a com- 
edy routine stemming directly from 
their former work on the Phil Baker 
program. McNaughton played the 
same ‘Bottle’ characterization, with 
Wilson straighting. Madeline Pierce 
and the Three Cats and a Canary 
handled the ingenious musical com- 
mercials, Dick Todd continued as so- 
loist, Jim Ameche as m.c., with 
Harry Salter directing the orches- 
tra. 





Norman Corwin presented “The 
Odyssey of Runyon Jones’ Sunday 
night (26) as the single repeat of his 
‘26 by Corwin’ series on CBS. Larry 
Robinson again played the title part, 
giving a_ full-dimensioned, nicely 
varied performance of the young- 
ster’s touching quest for his little 
dog, Putzy. Play itself is an en- 
chanting fantasy, with a steadily en- 
grossing story line, many delightful 
comedy moments and a tenderly sen- 
timental climax. It’s one of Cor- 
win’s most successful creations and 
decidedly worth the repeat perform- 
ance. Alexander Semler’s musical 
background was expressive, the 
sound effects vivid and the produc- 
tion expert. 





Helen Hayes triumphed over a dif- 
ficult characterization assignment and 


‘THE BOWEN BUGLER’ 
With Ken McClure, Bill Arms 
15 Mins.—Regional 

BOWEN BUS LINES 

M-W-F, 5:00 p.m. 

| KTSA, San Antonio 

From the studios of station KGKO 
in Fort Worth via the Lone 
Chain in behalf of the 
Lines comes this quarter hour pro- 
gram three times per week. It con- 
cerns itself with items from the 
various army camps and flying fields. 
Ken McClure has the task of telling 
the folks at home that the boys are 
coming along all right. 

As human interest,- letters from 
soldiers are read. Stress is on 
humor, pathos and routine in army 
life incidents. 


Contest to induce the soldiers to 
write is being held each week. For 
the best letter each week service 
man gets a round trip bus ticket 
from his camp to any point in Texas 
with $25 cash added for 
money. Second prize is a round trip 
bus ticket and $10 while third prize 
is a bus ticket. If the soldier who 
wins is unable to get leave, he can 
reverse his winnings and have his 
mother or sweetheart come te visit 
him in camp. 

McClure has a pleasing voice and 
a nice manner of presentation. Com- 
mercials are handled by Bill Arms 
who stresses the fact that ‘if you’re 
goin’, use Bowen.’ Andy. 





Star | 
Bowen Bus | 


spending | 


an unnecessarily complex narrative 
technique Sunday night (26) to give 
a believable, if curiously unmoving 
performance of ‘Kitty Foyle.’ Ac. 
tress is by temperament and back- 
ground unsuited to the role of the 
‘fresh’ Philadelphia shopgirl, but she 
brought the part to life regardless. 
Three perceptible fluffs (about par 
for a full season for her) doubt- 
lessly upset her, but didn’t seri- 
ously mar the performance. How- 
ever, the technique of having the 
heroine’s alter ego talk to her via 
the filter-mike as a switch to and 
from flashback scenes was artificial 
and disillusioning. Myron McCor- 
mick and Richard Kollmar were ex- 
cellently cast as the loyal doctor- 
sweetheart and the weakling Philly 
scion, respectively. The story was, 
of course, sapolioed for the air. 





Jan Masaryk, foreign minister of 
the refugee Czecho-Slovak govern- 
ment in London, guested via tran- 
scription Sunday night (26) on Jo- 
hannes Steel’s program on WMCA, 
New York. He revealed little ac- 
cent and a surprising (if genuine) 
command of idiomatic English. Re- 
cently arrived in the U. S., Masaryk 
told of latest conditions in London 
and related up-to-the-minute news 
via his underground sources from 
Prague. Neither he nor’ Steel made 
any pretense toward the myth of 
neutrality or impartiality about the 
war, both referring to Hitler, Goering 
and Himmler in the most contemptu- 
ous terms. It was quite refreshing. 





Jack Benny has added a new char- 
acter to his show, apparently slated 
as a fixture. Newcomer is ‘Belly- 
laugh’ Barton, a moppet gag writer, 
played by Dix Davis, juve actor from 
Coast radio ranks. Kid debuted on 
last week's show and had a sockier 
spot Sunday night (26), as Benny 
signed him to his scripting staff. 
Episode provided a chance to es- 
tablish the youngster’s character and 
loosed several hefty laughs. It also 
supplied a springboard for a jibe or 
two at Bob Hope, for whom the 
urchin had intended to work. Bal- 
ance of the Sunday show was in 
Benny’s familiar style, except that 
Eddie (‘Rochester’) Ancerson was 
absent. Phil Harris’ orchestra was 
ragged for the opening selection and, 
as a centerpiece, swung the trite 
| ‘Poet and Peasant’ overture to death. 
In general, the program is getting 
into customary stride after its shaky 
| start. 





‘Music Hall of the Air,” NBC 
|} presentation for the Radio City 
|Music Hall Sundays from 12:30 to 
| 1:30 p.m., had Ross Pratt, Canadian 
pianist, in his American debut last 
| Sunday (26), and Jan Peerce, tenor 
le tc . - 
| soloist, returned from three weeks 
|; with the San Francisco Opera Co. 
| Pratt played only the third move- 
j;ment of the Rachmaninoff Concerto 
in D minor, but that was sufficient 
to establish him as an outstanding 
|}artist at his instrument. Brilliant 
|color and dynamic control were the 
keynote of his performance (a pre- 
|lude to a Town Hall recital next 
| Saturday). Jan Peerce almost blew 
the radio apart with a tremendous 
| rendition of ‘Rachael Quand Du 
|Seigneur’ from ‘Juive,’ in which 
| his golden tones rang the bell time 
‘and time again with top ‘A’s and 
| ‘B’ flats. The ‘La Donna e mobile’ 
|from ‘Rigoletto’ was equally good, 
and Peerce concluded his program 
| with ‘El relato de Rafael’ from ‘La 
| Dolorosa,’ with a seat-lifting top ‘C.’ 
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Scripps-Howar 
with The Knoxville News-Sentinei 


KNOXVILLE, TENN. 
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Aweap! 


Yes, sir. ..there’s a plenty hot winter ahead for sales 


Old records are being cindered as sales, employment, 
salaries flame to new heights—new millions pour into 
TVA dams and defense industries! 


A hot.market...and Tennessee's oldest station is 
.the match to set your sales on fire! 
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Inside Stuff —Radio 


The Dies Committee has accused two unidentified FCC employes as 
among the 1,124 Federal hired hands charged with being Communists or 
sympathetic to subversive doctrines. List of suspects was turned over 
to Attorney General Biddle Sunday (19) by Chairman Martin Dies of 
Texas and referred to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for further 

cking. 
— ais months gossip has circulated that one prominent member of 
the FCC legal staff was being kept under surveillance. This lawyer for- 
merly was with the Justice Department wkere too frank expression of 
unorthodox views reportedly caused superiors to grease the skids. 








Fulton Lewis, Jr., once more has picked up a San Francisco sponsor— 
the same one, incidentally, which dropped him like a hot potato when 
his name appeared in the same Life article with that of Charles Lind- 
bergh. Underwriter is Langendorf Bread, agencied by Leon Livingston, 
using the 4 p.m. release. Langendorf has also picked up local sponsor- 
ship of ‘The Shadow,’ airing 8:30 to 9 p.m. Tuesdays, effective today (28). 
Both shows are on KFRC. 

Langendorf, which formerly used John B. Hughes, switched to Lewis 
when Hastings Clothiers dropped the commentator, but cancelled before 
starting, reportedly because of the Life mag article. Used Hugh Brun- 
dage for awhile, and now returns to Lewis. 





Meyer Alexander is CBS’s and possibly Radio’s only seven-threat man. 
He’s an arranger, composer, accompanist, actor, singer, announcer and 
choral director. His arranging-accompanying-singing is done with ‘The 
Four Clubmen.’ 

He came into the announcer job when Jackson Wheeler failed to show 
up on time recently and has repeated the chore since. He also aids in 
choral direction of the Lyn Murray group. His acting debut was made 
on ‘Kay Thompson’s Festival.’ That was the same week that he had his 
first two songs published: ‘Where, Oh Where, Has My Little Heart Gone’ 
and ‘Don’t Be a Worrybird.’ 

Appeals by WBNY, Buffalo, for its dialers to write in if 250-watter’s 
reception was being drowned out by new 50,000 WKBW transmitter drew 
a request from WKBW for a carbon-copy of all complaints. Higher- 
powered station will make all possible adjustments, Roy L. Albertson, 
WBNY owner, was told. 

WBNY accepted the request, said Karl Hoffman, WKBW chief engineer, 
and his technicians now are making the rounds of homes in Buffalo area, 
re-tuning home sets wherever they can so small indie can be heard. 





Although Dr. Leon Levy, WCAU, Philadelphia, prexy, has been on 
active duty with the U. S. Navy Intelligence unit here, he’s still active 
head of the outlet. 

Lieutenant Levy takes his lunch hour at his offices at the WCAU studios 
at which he meets with station execs and discusses problems, approves 
deals, dictates letters, etc. After the luncheon soiree, ‘Doc’ goes back to 
his post. (Naval Intelligence headquarters are three blocks from the 
WCAU building.) 

It is reported that Wilbur B. Lewis, now heading up the broadcasting 
division of the Office of Civilian Defense, may return to his post of CBS 
v.p. in charge of programs long before the expiration of his six months’ 
leave of absence. Washington rumor has it that Lewis is not happy in 
his present spot what with the plenty of dart throwing he has to contena 
with from other governmental departments also interested in broadcast- 
ing facilities. 





Robert Fitzgerald has succeeded John McCarten as writer of the radio 
section of Time mag. McCarten has been switched to the national de- 
fense and theatre divisions. Fitzgerald was on a year’s leave of absence 
from the weekly before taking over the radio post. 

Researcher in the department now is Leora Aultman. She succeeds 
Sonia Bigman, who has been shifted to the staff of the new March of 
Time radio show. 

Contracts which the Biow agency is issuing to stations on the Lava Soap 
(Procter & Gamble) campaign calls for a rate protection of 14 months. 
Arrangement that is generally in effect in the trade limits such protection 
to 52 weeks. 

The Lava campaign started the week of Oct. 17 and the agency has in- 
serfted a clause in its orders on the business which reserves for it the 
privilege of continuing under the same rate until Dec. 31, 1942. 








There will not be any delayed broadcasts a la discs on the hookup which 
Coca-Cola will have on Mutual starting Nov. 3. Beverage account has laid 
down the policy that if a station in the 118-unit link can’t carry the live 
broadcast it will have to do without the program. One of the reasons for 
this stand is that Coca-Cola doesn’t want to take a chance on listeners con- 
fusing the Mutual series with the Coca-Cola musical transcriptions that 
have for the past three years been underwritten by local bottlers. 





Ritz Bros., currently on a personal appearance tour, are talking about 
building a radio show for themselves and recording it with a view to 
having the disc used by their agent for auditioning purposes. The team’s 
radio experience has been confined to some guest shots on network com- 
mercials. 





Gerard Darrow, nine-year-old boy wonder on the Joe Cowan ‘Quiz Kids’ 
programs for Alka Seltzer, is to be the master of ceremonies on the Treas- 
ury Show of Nov. 18. This will have a ‘youth’ angle all the way. Walt 
Disney will also be on show. 
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IBEW ORGANIZERS BUSY 


Walter King Wins 
Restoration at WINS 


American Federation of Radio 
Artists won an American Arbitration 
Assn. verdict yesterday (Tuesday ) 
from WINS, Hearst station in New 
York, involving the disputed dis- 
charge of Walter King, an an- 
nouncer. Under the terms of the 
decision, the outlet must pay the 
spieler full salary for the four 
weeks’ layoff. Amount involved is 
about $200. 

Dispute was over interpretation of 
the union’s contract with the station. 
Pact gives WIND the right to fire 
announcers only on grounds of in- 
subordination, drunkenness, incom- 
petence, etc., or because of a ‘change 
in station policy.’ No question of 
any of the former charges were in- 
volved, but WINS claimed a decrease 
in the announcer staff constituted 
a ‘change in station policy,’ so 
dropped King. 

Three-man impartial panel ap- 
pointed by the AAA to hear the case 
included Eustace Seligman, attorney; 
Don Shaw, general manager of 
WMCA, New York, and James Sau- 
ter, of Air Features, service office 
for Blackett-Sample-Hummert’s New 
York office. Henry Jaffe, AFRA at- 
torney, represented King. 





Apparel Merchants Big 
Time Buyers in Seattle; 
One Daily Hits at 6 A.M. 


Seattle, Oct. 28. 

KOL has sold Lundquist-Lilly, 
men’s clothiers, an early morning 
show, running from 6 a.m. to 7 a.m. 
titled ‘Headlines on Parade.” Airs 
six times weekly and is done 
straight—not a waker-upper show. 

Franklin’s apparel shop has gone 
all out on the Mutual station, signing 
up for 11 programs a week, plus two 
spots daily. Morning show, ‘Stories 
True to Life,’ goes five times a week, 
15 minutes; with Saturday morning 
period given over to music. Evening 
show, four times, is ‘Dance Time,’ 
with Friday night half-hour mystery 
‘When Crime Strikes’ topping off. 
Store confines its radio advertising 
to KOL, and station reps brag about 
results achieved. 








Three NBC pageboys in New York 
have been promoted, Francis J. 
Donnelly, Jr., becomes clerk in 
treasurer’s office; Walter E. Hyde a 
clerk in auditing division, and Rob- 
ert Larrabure goes to be traffic clerk 
in the international shortwave di- 
vision. 
eR ark me mA A A 


Authorities, Complaining Sportsmen 
Thresh Out Views Over WCCO, Mols. 





TRY AGAIN 


WGR Has New Sponsored 30- 
Minute Amateur Program 








Buffalo, Oct. 28. 


Revival of the amateur thing is 
being attempted here by WGR. It 
has 30-minute tyro revue back on 
air Sundays for Levy’s jewelers. 
Billy Keaton is m. c. of session piped 
from a local hall. 

Tyros are shooting at $100 first 
prize and another $100 in smaller 
bits at end of seven-week run. Spon- 
sor has installed switchboard in his 
store to count votes a la Bowes. 


ICE HOCKEY IN TEXAS, 
BROADCASTS ON KGKO 


Fort Worth, Oct. 28. 


Station KGKO has contract with 
the local Ice Hockey Association to 
air 50 hockey games beginning Nov. 
5 on an exclusive basis. Contract 
covers all ‘at home’ games by the 
Fort Worth Rangers. Sponsorship is 
anticipated. 

Games will be broadcast by Tee 
Casper, station sports announcer, 
from the local Will Rogers Memorial 
Coliseum, specially rearranged for 
this new Texas sport. 











Japanese Version of News 
Now Hits South Islands 


Tokyo, Sept. 14. 


South Sea islands under Japanese 
mandate will have their own broad- 
casting station, JRAK, from Sept. 20, 
enabling Japan Proper to listen to 
the islanders music and also learn 
what goes on there. So far, those al- 
lowed to listen to radio news from 
Japan were limited to the owners of 
short-wave radio sets, the number 
of whom is about 300 all over the 
islands. 

The new move has been arranged 
through negotiations between the 
Japan Broadcasting Corporation and 
the South Seas Mandate Govern- 
ment. Owners of ordinary sets will 
thus be able to tune in on the daily 
newscast from Japan. 

The new station JRAK will be 





opened in Palau. 
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Bi Minneapolis, Oct. 28. 

WCCO here is taking bows for 
bringing together in a peacemaking 
radio program Minnesota sportsmen’s 
clubs and the state of Minnesota 
Conservation department which have 
been at loggerheads for a number 
of years because of disagreements 
over policies. In a new program 
called ‘Sportsmen’s Forum,’ broad- 
cast once a week, a different Issak 
Walton club or gun club meets at 
the studio to hash out with Con- 
servation authorities their personal 
opinions on various hunting and 
fishing regulations. 

Max Karl, WCCO educational di- 
rector, acts as emcee on the show 
and, going about with a roving mike, 
asks club members questions about 
rule and regulations and their opin- 
ions. The mike then is given to the 
board of three experts from the 
Conservation Department who give 
their views. It’s anticipated the 
board and the club members fre- 
quently will disagree, in which case 
efforts will be made to thresh out 
the matter to the satisfaction of all 
concerned. 


EVANGELIST FROM WHAS 
TO DIXIE STATIONS 


Louisville, Oct. 28. 


New series by the evangelist, M. F. 
Ham, from WHAS, will include a 
number of Southern stations. Will 
be known as ‘Our Kentucky Home 
Evangelist,’ and backed up by a 12- 
voice male chorus. 


Stations to carry the Sunday morn- 
ing airing are WAYO, Chattanooga; 
WREC, Memphis; KARK, Little 
Rock; WAPI, Birmingham; WBIG, 
Greensboro, N. C.; KPRC, Houston; 
WRVA, Richmond, Va. 








Docket WOWO’s Bid 


Fort Wayne, Ind., Oct. 28. 


Application of WOWO, Fort 
Wayne, for a boost of its signal 
strength from 10,000 to 50,000 watts, 
will be heard by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission on Jan. §, 
1942, 

The application, filed by the sta- 
tion last March, was to have been 
heard Nov. 24. 














YES, CHIEF 


IT’S TRUE! 









10-Day Convention of Union Held 
In St. Louis | 
| 





<adl0 
= Broadcast Technicians Unit, radio | 
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hood of Electrical Workers (AFL) | 
has recently signed contracts with 
WBYN, Brooklyn, and WPAT, Pat- | 
erson, N. J. Former deal, covering 
seven engineers, provides for blanket 
raises of 15%. Latter deal also calls 
for wage increases. Union’s demands 
for a new contract at WABC, Co- 
lumbia’s key station in New York, are 
now being arbitrated, after lengthy, 
but unsuccessful, negotiations. IBEW 
is also preparing to dicker with sev- 
eral recording companies. 

Lester Hatfield, BTU president, 
and Fred Jessee, recording secretary, | 
left last week to attend the national | 
convention of the IBEW in St. Louis, 
scheduled to continue 10 days. Ses- | 
sions are held every four years. Also 
| attending will be Russ Rennaker, the | 
| union’s national organizer. j 
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ers in its market. 
“The fact is, Colonel, that WKY 





Few Srations Dominate 
Tuan Marxers as WKY 


DOMINATES OKLAHOMA City 


“I'm just telling you what I’ve heard, 
Colonel. It’s all up and down the lines, 
too. That NBC-Red station in Oklahoma 
City by the name of WKY occupies an 
almost impregnable position with listen- 
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is 


one of the highest-ranking stations in the 
country from a program-rating stand- 
point. Among NBC-Red stations in 31 
of the nation’s most important markets 
—pretty fast company, you'll admit— 
WKY leads them all in program rating 
from 3 to 5 p.m. It’s in second place 
from 7 to 9 p.m. and in third place 
from 9 to 11 a.m. as well as 1 to 3 p.m. 
At no time, morning, afternoon or night, 
does it rank lower than seventh among 
these 31 outstanding stations. Nor does 
any other Oklahoma City station come 
close to WKY’s rating at any time of day. 

“Hadn’t we better line up with this 
WKY outfit, Colonel? They ought to be 
a pretty potent force to have on our side.” 
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A Step-Child Since 1924 Buffalo's 
School-Owned WSVS Evaporates 


Buffalo, Oct. 28. | Engineers Take Over The 





WSVS, perhaps the radio world’s 
most conspicuously inconspicuous 
case of long-term neglect, has fin- 
ally disappeared. But meantime a 
substitute frequency modulation li- 
cense has been asked of the Federal 
Communications Commission. 

Long in a local high school and 
manned by its pupils out of enthus- 
jasm WSVS limped along year after 
year licensed to a municipal educa- 
tional system that was notoriously in- 
different to radio. While commer- 
cial stations in this area actually 
hired professional educational direc- 
tors and spent money in other ways 
this actual ‘voice of education’ con- 
sisted of phonograph records and 


stuffy speeches. It had very few 
listeners. 
Disinterest of city fathers was 


shown last year, when the munici- 
pality relinquished without a flutter 
the bulk of WSVS’ two and a half 
daily hours on the air. Time went 
to commercial and politically-active 
WBNY, with whom WSVS 
shared 1400 ke. band. Thereafter 
tiny civic outlet limped along on 60 
ninutes a day until schooi’s end. 
Now WSVS, a loca! voice since 1924, 
is off the air and WBNY operates in 
its time under temporary permit, be- 
ing expected to ask soon for a full- 
time license. 


Philadelphia Schools 
Allow Attention-Caller 


Philadelphia, Oct. 28. 
The Board of Education has made 
a limited tieup with a commercial 
radio program—first time the school 
board has thus broken down. Re- 
cordings are being made of the “This 
Is America’ program over WPEN, 
and the discs are distributed to so- 
cial science and history classes 
throughout the school system. 
Although no commercial plugs are 
allowed in the classrooms, the teach- 
ers advise their students that the 
program is being broadcast twice 
weekly over WPEN. 
Bankroller for the show 
fornia Fruit Products Co. 
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Spins From Announcers 


Springfield, Mass., Oct. 28. 

WSPR, Mutual outlet here, has 
renovated its program department. 
Transcription machines are moved 
from the studios into the control 
rooms, where they will be handled 
by engineers instead of announcers, 

Program Director is Wayne Henry 
Latham. 


WEMP Fails To 


Move in on WISN 
Marquette Deal 


Milwaukee, Oct. 28. 

WEMP failed in its efforts to get 
permission to broadcast locally the 
Marquette-Duquesne football game 
last Saturday (25) but out of the 
campaign of pressure it directed at 
the authorities of Marquette Univer- 
sity came the right to feed the event 
to all the other stations on the Wis- 
consin Network, of which WEMP is 
a member. What aggravated 
WEMP’s disappointment was that it 
had obtained a sponsor, the Ziemer 
Sausage Co., for the contest. 

WISN had a prior right to the 
Marquette games and it declined to 
share the privileges with WEMP, 
even though the latter station got 
the nine other outlets on the Wis- 
consin link plus numerous organi- 
zations to join it in a plea to Mar- 
quette’s board of directors. WISN 
pointed out that because it held the 
exclusive rights it had obtained the 
sponsorship of the Wadhams Oil Co. 

Marquette authorities solved the 
dilemma by decreeing that while 
WEMP would not be permitted to 
air the game over its own trans- 
mitter that station could do the 
play-by-play for its co-members of 
the Wisconsin network. 











N. A.B. IN OMAHA 


District Meeting Addressed by 
Neville Miller, Others 








Omaha, Oct. 28. 
The tenth district meeting of the 
N. A. B. here put through four reso- 
lutions at its meeting at the Fon- 
tenelle hotel here recently. They 


|; were: 


Free broadcasting for government 
announcements during the emer- 
gency. 

Leaving of action in the BMI- 
ASCAP ruddle up to individual sta- 
tions with no recommendations. 

Declaration that the radio statute, 
now 14 years old, is outmoded. 

General plug for radio as enter- 
tainment and advertising medium 
par excellence. 

Neville Miller, paid president of 
the N, A. B., was here and in an 
address said that legislation now 
pending will bring the old FCC act 
up-to-date and will more specifically 
assign duties and responsibilities of 
broadcasters and define the limit and 
powers of the FCC. 

‘Need for such legislation’ he said, 
‘Is manifest in light of recent devel- 
opments, such as efforts to bar news- 
paper ownership of radio stations, 
the question of multiple ownership 
and the F.C.C. regulations governing 
network broadcasting. The recent 
senatorial investigation into alleged 
pro-war propaganda by radio and 
the films should also be a signal for 
re-examination of the safeguards for 
freedom of the airlanes.’ 

With Miller was Frank Pellegrin, 
former Omahan who is now director 
of the department of broadcast ad- 
vertising for N.A.B., Jack Harris of 
the radio section of the war depart- 
ment’s press bureau and Carl Haver- 
lin of Breadcast Music, Inc. 

Pellegrin, in an address, said that 
a survey showed 66% of radio time 
is devoted to non-commercial broad- 
casts. Only 1% is devoted to com- 
edy scripts, 9% to variety programs, 
9% to news, 5% to religious or devo- 
tional broadcasts and 11% to educa- 
tional, social or cultural topics. In 
a single year he said, American sta- 
tions re-broadcast six thousand pro- 
grams from foreign countries. 





‘Fu Manchu’ Goes On 
Springfield, Mass., Oct. 28. 
‘Fu Manchu’ transcription series 
goes on WMAS here. 
Sponsored by Warwick’s, 
ciothiers. 
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ES! Guy Lombardo is wise — especially when it comes to 
keeping healthy and fit during the dangerous winter months. 
“From November to April,” says Guy,“when the combination 
of harder work, later hours and less wholesome exercise tend 
to sap vitality and break down resistance, I rely on my Hanovia 
Sun Lamp to help keep me in tip-top shape. Believe me, it’s 
the finest form of health insurance I know.” 
And how very sensible and wise Guy is! For, you see, science 
has proved that daily Hanovia sun baths will help keep you in 
prime physical condition all winter long. Its healthful, tonic- 
like ultraviolet rays help restore energy... give you that needed 
“lift” when you feel worn out. Regular Hanovia sun baths are 
a wonderful aid against winter colds and other common ail- 


Plays nightly in the Roosevelt Grill in New York City. 


lamp. 


ments. And they give you a smart healthy-looking tan, too. Place In 


This winter when the going’s tough, get the Hanovia habit. 
Just a snap of the switch will give you all the healthful ultra- 


violet you need. 


HANOVIA ALPINE HOME SUN LAMP * 


See Hanovia Lamps at department, electric and medical stores and our showrooms. 


HANOVIA 


Chemical 
& Mfg. Co. 
Newark,N. J. 


NEW YORK 
155°W. 57th St 
BOSTON 
134 Fetera! St 


CHICAGO 
77 EastiLake St. 
DETROIT 
5013 Woodward Ave 






"WHY THERE’S A 
~ DIFFERENCE IN 
SUN LAMPS! 


TheHanovia patented 
uariz-mercury tube 
ringsyouall 12bands 
of ultraviolet, substantially 
more effective healthful rays 
than any other make of sun 


b 


Ordinary sun lamps have bulb- 
like tubes. The outer casing of 
these tubes, because of their 
glass composition, cut 
out many of the health- 
ful ultraviolet rays. 
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R Radio 

radio. And with her gratitude for 
this new more easy-going (and well- 
paying) outlet for talent she feels 
that radio drama, often contemp- 
tuously regarded by legit actors, will 
spawn the stage greats of a future 
era. 

Emphasizing that ether work in 
itself is not sufficient training for 
the theatre, because ‘there’s very lit- 
tle stage technique required in 
standing before a microphone with 
two hands raised in front of you 
holding a script,’ diminutive star of 
the current ‘Candle in the Wind’ at 
the Shubert, N. Y., declared radio’s 
greatest value to a player is the de- 
velopment in him of a ‘true ear.’ 

‘Actors in the theatre,’ she avers, 





‘are inevitably artificial during the} 


first five minutes of a performance. 
It takes them that long or longer to 
get themselves over the barrier of 
the theatre and to get their voices 
properly attuned. 

‘In radio there can be no such 
‘warming up’ period. A player must 
project himself properly from the 
very first word and almost all of the 
radio players I have run into do so. 
They have that ‘true ear’ which tells 
them immediately whether or not 
they’re what might be called ‘on 
pitch’.’ 

Vocal Magic 

Radio actors, too, Miss Hayes said, 
learn to make better use of their 
voices than the ordinary legit thesp. 
They're solely dependent upon their 
vocal chords to project themselves 
and must learn to make full use of 
them,’ she contended. 

Another factor in air players is 
their ability to pick up a script and 
do a good sensible reading from the 
very first line, whereas a legit actor 
will often be ragged at an initial 
attempt, Miss Hayes said. The other 
side of this, however, she pointed out, 
lies in the old adage of the theatre 
that those who give the best first 
readings are often the worst later. 

(George Abbott has commented on 
this same point. He was amazed 
when he (first auditioned radio 
players for one of his legiters at 
their fluid and understanding tee- 
off readings. They didn’t improve 
very much from that point, however, 
he stated, and experienced stage peo- 
ple who were not half so good at first} 
far surpassed the radio actors by the 
fourth or fifth reading.) 


Don’t Disparage the Medium 


‘Actors must stop speaking dis- 
paragingly of radio,’ Miss Hayes) 
stressed. ‘They must stop looking | 


down their noses at it and acting as 
though it were a stepchild. It can} 
be very vital part of the world of| 
drama. 

‘Unfortunately, it is the radio peo- 
ple themselves who do most of this 
disparaging and spread the wrong! 
idea about air drama. They feel it! 
is crude to talk as though you like | 
it. I was having a big conference 
with myself in the tub the other 
night—where I do most of my pon- 
dering—and suddenly realized I was 
beginning to think the same way. | 
Then I began going over in my mind | 
the wonderful authors whose work| 
I had been able to do last season on 
the air, how it had given me an op-| 
portunity to do something different} 
each week and what a fine and satis- | 
fying experience it had really been.’ | 

Suddenly recoiling in fear that 
she sounded like an apologist for her 
commercial success on the air, Miss 
Hayes gave assurances that not why 


she had the kind things to say. She's | 
now in her second 39 weeks for 


Lipton’s Tea. 

Next year’s hiatus will not mean 
retirement from legit, Miss Hayes 
emphasized. Radio or anything else, 
the theatre. will always be her prime 
interest. 

‘Everything I do, in fact,’ she ex- 
plained, ‘I consider only as some- 
thing to aid my stage work. When I 
went to Hollywood I was able to see 
myself act for the first time, and 
realized what I was doing wrong 
with my hands and body. It helped 
me to improve myself. Now radio is 
aiding me to properly project my 
voice. I’m perpetually stagestruck. 
I'll never give it up.’ 

Radio will never be as great as the 
theatre as long as the thousands of 
limitations that now surround it con- 
tinue to exist, she declared. ‘I hope 
some day that all of the hedges, ex- 
cept the moral ones—which I can 
easily understand—are removed, 
Then radio will really come into its 
own as a dramatic art.’ 


Authors’ Limitations 


Radio will never. develop an 
O’Neill amog its scriptwriters, she 
declared, ‘because he wouldn’t have 
been great either if he had to write 
under such wraps.’ What she par- 
ticularly objects to, she said; was 








‘to Incubate Stars — 


Continued from page lg 





————————— 


prohibition against using anything 
on her program that has to do with 
the state of the world today. 


“With the world full of drama,’ she 
lamented, ‘we can’t draw draw on it 
and have te use material that is in- 
vented or old.’ 


More minor restrictions which she 
considers ‘just silly, but very annoy. 
ing,’ include such eliminations as the 
line ‘Running around like a chicken 
with its head cut off’ from a script 
because some group or other objects 
to mention of ‘animal brutality’ on 
the air. 


‘Every script that reaches the mi- 
crophone is a miracle to me that it 
ever gets there—it has to go through 
so many hands for approval,’ Miss 
Hayes averred. ‘In one way, though, 
it’s stimulating and challenging to 
get through that obstacle course.’ 

Despite the handicaps, radio does 
have its fine writers, she said, point. 
ing to her own scriptress, Therese 
(Terry) Lewis, as one of the best. A 
work of art that could stand alone 
anywhere, asseived the star. wag 
Miss Lewis’ script of a few weeks 
ago, ‘Let the Hurricane Roar.’ 

Going back to her comparison be- 
tween stage and radio, Miss Hayes 
said she thought the transition from 
the former to the latter easier than 
the other way. There's more to learn 
in the theatre, which requires tech- 
nique of body movement as well as 
voice projection, she suggested. 

Tiny skull cap perched on her 
head, tassel dangling over her dark 
blond hair, the air of dreary depres- 





‘sion still too evident in her voice, 


Miss Hayes ordered her dinner sent 
to her dressing room in the Shubert 
rather than eat it in the restaurant. 

‘That way,’ she explained, ‘I can 
listen to the various roundups of 
world news while I eat. It doesn’t 
aid my digestion or make me bright- 
er for the performance, but I feel 
better for knowing.’ 





University of Michigan 
Enjoys WJR-WCAR Aid 


Detroit, Oct. 28. 

Last year the beneficiary, gratis, 
of $25,874 worth of time on Stations 
WJR, Detroit, and WCAR, Pontiac, 
the University of Michigan has 
started its 16th season over the same 
stations on Oct. 25. This year the 
Ann Arbor studios, under direction 
of Prof. Waldo Abbott, are being 
given two hours for six programs on 
WJR with WCAR contributing for 
five 15-minute shows weekly. 

In addition to providing the free 


itime, WJR has presented most of 
jthe equipment for the studios at 
{Ann Arbor. The staff there this 
year has added David Owen, with 


CBS for 12 years, and the original 


i‘Jack Armstrong.’ 
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Government Agencies’ Demands For 
Time and National Emergency 


~ Highlight Program Importance 





Washington, Oct. 28. 

Largely as a result of official con- 
cern about defense and public mor- 
gle, the programming side of radio 
js getting more’ recognition and 
gaining equality with the bookkeep- 
ing and sales branches of stations. 
Program directors and news editors 
of stations belonging to the National 
Association of Broadcasters are 
being banded into district commit- 
tees for the purpose of maintaining 
better liaison with the Federal Gov- 


ernment. + Oecd 


The move is primarily a result of 
War Department desires for better 


understanding both ways. With Ed 
Kirby, loaned-out N.A.B. public re- 
lations boss, steering Army radio ac- 
tivities, series of regional huddles 
has been scheduled at which gov- 
ernment people will sit around the 
table with the industry boys and try 


to iron out peeves and unravel my- 


steries. The War Department will 
send somebody to each of the ses- 
sions, while other U.S. agencies are 
expected to collaborate. 


The move to organize the program 
directors and news editors on a 
permanent basis may provide the 
best answer yet as to where the in- 
dustry is expected to find time for 
all the government units seeking to 
reach the public ear via the micro- 
phone. Prior efforts to set up some 
machinery to keep all the ambitious, 
imaginative Federal script writers 
and idea men in hand rover have 
been conspicuoysly successful. 


Defense excitement has put radio 
very much on the spot to the ex- 
tent that the move toward better 
program cooperation may prove 
one of the wisest protective maneu- 
vers on the industry’s part. The 
public service aspect of broadcast- 
ing is getting more attention than 
ever, with all the bond-selling and 
industrial mobilization activity, and 
there is an underlying danger that 
‘free radio’ may be seriously en- 
dangered unless it toes the line. 
Though FCC Chairman James L. 
Fly repeatedly has denied any 
thought of taking over or imposing 
censorship in peace-time, there are 
other units in the government grip- 
ing because radio isn’t doing what 
they think is right. Each radio 


| show debuts Nov. 9. 





propagandist naturally feels his pro- 
gram is all-important, and every 
turn-down makes more hostility. 


Impatient 

There’s no hiding the fact that 
government outfits, taken as a 
whole, are none too understanding 
or patient. Every one which thinks 
it is mistreated is a potential recruit 
for any government-operation move- 
ment. On the theory that private 
enterprise has fallen down and the 
government must do the job for it- 
self if the job is to be done satis- 
factorily. 


From the War Department view- 
-point, huddles with the industry 
people will extend to _ stations 
throughout the country the sort of 
assistance given to chains and ma- 
jor key stations since the Army’s 
public relations were overhauled 
this spring. The radio wing of the 
press outfit wants to give the local 
commentators and news. editors 
benefit of off-the-record and semi- 
confidential background, that may 
help them appraise developments 
better. Kirby’s crew has been ex- 
panding recently and now offers di- 
rect answers to queries, rather than 
requiring stations to rely entirely on 
the wire news ‘services for state- 
ments or info of some special char- 
acter. 


One of the best free-time snarers 
around the Government is Bernie 
Schoenfeld, radio boss for Office of 
Emergency Management, who has 
just lined up Mutual for a new chain 
feature with Clifton Fadiman as 
emcee. Tagged ‘Keep ’Em Rolling,’ 


Schoenfeld in less than a year has 
wangled equivalent of 375 days of 
gratis radio time, including network 
spots, to promote the idea of boost- 
ing industrial production for de- 
fense. Also has turned out numer- 
ous scripts, including the play fea- 
tured on President Roosevelt’s La- 
bor Day program. 





Studebaker on KGKO 


Dallas, Oct. 28. 
Studebaker News is being aired 
through KGKO, Dallas-Fort Worth, 





for 24 quarter-hour periods through | 
Oct. 31. 

Airings were placed through! 
Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham 
agency, Chicago. 
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“Just like we are,” says WSAI's Winged Plug, “Loaded 
for listeners! It doesn't do much good to point a program 
at your audience then have the hammer click on an 
empty chamber when you pull the trigger. That's why we 
plug our programs with street car and bus cards, neon 
signs, news pictures, movie trailers, taxicab covers, 
downtown window neon signs, a monthly house-organ 
for dealers and all the other ammunition that guarantees 
a bulls-eye when you shoot 


NBC RED AND BLUE—S,000 WATTS NIGHT AND DAY 
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The Eternal Pitesti 





Minneapolis, Oct. 28. 
Station WMIN seems to be 
taking a cue from film theatres 
in the matter of giveaways. 
Examples include: 
Safe driving questions: first 
listener to telephone in the cor- 


rect answers receives various 
prizes, such as free tire—re- 
tread jobs, etc. 

U. S. defense band tie-up: 


Announcer picks a name at ran- 
dom from telephone book, calls 
the party and if latter has a 
baby and knows the program 
sponsors slogan the mother and 
daddy are sent a $25 bond. 
Dept. Store Treasure Hunt: 
Mistress of ceremonies invites 
listeners to come downtown to 
the sponsoring department store 
to locate hidden merchandise 
items. Finders are keepers. 


NAVY RAISES 
CENSOR CROP 


Washington, Oct. 28. 

Although actual censorship of 
overseas communications ‘probably 
will not be initiated for some time,’ 
the U. S. Na¥y Department is ac- 
tively preparing for the day when 
control may have to be clamped on 
the trans-ocean activities of radio 
and cables. Disclosure that the 
Navy is training officer personnel, 
under the direction of the Com- 
mandant of the Third Naval District, 
New York City, to take charge in 
the event of an emergency was made 
Wednesday (15) by Secretary of the 
Navy Frank Knox. Individuals are 
being enrolled for the course from 
various businesses which are the 
heaviest users of cables and radio 
communications—press, banks, ship- 
ping, export and import trades—‘so 
that the traffic of these interests can 
be handled by experts,’ the Navy 
explained. 

Expressing satisfaction with the 
cooperation he has received from 
various services which have volun- 
tarily refrained from airing ‘certain 
restricted matters,’ Knox assured the 
radio industry that actual censorship 
is not yet under consideration. He 
pointed out, however, that ‘supervis- 
ory control (censorship) of all com- 
munications passing out of the 
United States during a period of na- 
tional emergency is obviously vital 
to the national security to prevent 
the leakage of military, naval, and 
economic information to the enemy 











|or unfriendly powers.’ 


Knox further stated he believed 
the press and other news services 
‘will welcome a strict censorship of 
outgoing communications, not only in 
the realization that such censorship 
is in the interests of national se- 
curity but in the knowledge that 
with the leakage of vital information 
effectively bottled up within the 
United States, a greater freedom for 
the dissemination of legitimate news 
will result.’ 


Stations Aid Civie 
Event for Press’ Sake 


Duluth, Minn., Oct. 28. 

Three Duluth stations are combin- 
ing to boost a merchandising event 
which primarily is project of two 
Ridder Bros.’ newspapers here. On 
Tuesday (4) papers and merchants 
stage a ‘Duluth Day,’ with free bus 
rides into shopping districts, general 
direct advertising via each bottle of 
milk and loaf of bread delivered in 


city. Papers usually sell 15 to °20 
pages of extra advertising for sales. 

Radio stations are riding along 
with promotion, with WEBC, KDAL 


and WDSM to boost. Same announce- 
ments to be made by all three sta- 
tions. 


CBS ‘School’ on F-M 


San Francisco, Oct. 28. 

KALW, the west coast’s first FM 
station, operated by the Board of 
Education, will release transcriptions 
of Columbia’s School of the Air in 
this area through a deal set by Phil 
Lasky of KROW, Oakland. With 
KSFO’s sked too tight to accommo- 
date the school, it has customarily 
been moved to KROW, which this 
year provides further coverage by 
relaying transcriptions to KALW, on 
42.1 megacycles with 1,000 watts. 

FM receivers are being installed 
in local schools, in conjunction with 
KALW which has been in operation 
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about a year. 
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Name-stuaded GEM Revues On 
Mutval Will Rival Treasury Hour 





in Showmanship-F or-Defense Scope 


FM Display on Trucks 


Tours Farmer Events 


Nashville, Oct. 28. 

Station W47NV, the FM outlet of 
local station WSM, has just complet- 
ed a touring exhibit of radio devel- 
opment and demonstration of FM. 
Caravan of two trucks traveled more 
than 1,600 miles in an area of 10 
miles of Nashville, visiting 14 fairs, 
including the Tennessee state fair. 
Larger fairs and towns were played 
a week or a split-week each, and 
smaller stands a single day. 

Included in the display were vari- 
ous radio sets and developments from 


the crystal sets, one-tubers, battery | 


sets and the most modern receivers, 
including FM. Salute programs were 
aired to the counties where the dis- 
play was appearing. Success of the 
shows brought an invitation for them 
to travel next month with the Rural 
Electrification Authority exhibits. 
Tour of surrounding fairs will also 
be repeated next year. 


Little Reck’s ‘Radio Center’ 


Little Rock, Ark., Oct. 28. 

Station KARK, local NBC outlet, 
began operation last week from new 
studios and offices in Radio Center, 
formerly a downtown office building. 

Setup includes two studios (one ac- 
comodating an audience of 100 per- 
sons), an announcers’ studio, audi- 
ence observation foyer, clients’ 
audition room and offices. RCA dual 
speech input equipment is used and 
new pianos and a Hammond organ 
have been installed. Station operates 
on 5,000 watts power, 920 kc. 











Bergen, Jordans Visiting 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

Edgar Bergen and Jim and Marian 
Jordan (‘Fibber and Molly’) will 
exchange guest shots next month 
with the object in view of getting 
in some air plugs for the RKO pic- 
ture, ‘Look Who's Laughing,’ in 
which the three are starred. 

The Jordans go jav’ing Nov. 2 and 
the courtesy is returned Nov. 11. No 
coin changes hands. 


| The Office of Emergency Manage- 
| ment is launching on Nov. 9 over 130 
Mutual stations (at 10:30 p.m. EST) 
a half hour revue, ‘Keep 'Em Roll- 
ing,’ which, in showmanship and 
|/name stars will rival the Treasury 
| Hour on NBC. Clifton Fadiman will 
jact as emcee. Arthur Kurlan will 
| produce the series in New York, un- 
| der the OEM Washington radio head, 
| Bernie Schoenfeld. Morton Gould’s 
orchestra wil provide the music 
through WOR, New York. 
Showmanly aspect already well set 
| includes: 
| Arrangements for the press to in- 
| terview celebs either before or after 
' the broadcast. 

Selection of the ‘Defense Person- 
ality of the Week.’ 

Twelve-minute dramatizations, of 
which Maxwell Anderson's ‘Valley 
Forge’ is first. 

A special theme song bearing title 
of program written by Rogers and 
Hart and introduced on the first pro- 
gram by Ethel Merman. 

The promise of the Broadway cast 
in ‘Watch on the Rhine’ doing an ex- 
cerpt. 

Promised originals for the pro- 
gram by Lillian Hellman, Robert 
Sherwood, William Saroyan. 

Meantime A. L. Scheuer, Jr., in 
New York, and Dorothy Parker, in 
Hollywood, will, as co-editors of the 
scripts, function by air mail. N. Y. 
press office of OEM is functioning 
under Clifton Reid. Harry Levin is 
his assistant. 





Telenews Patrons Give 
Views Over WJJD, Chi 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 

Tie-up has been worked out be- 
tween the Telenews newsreel thea- 
tre and WJJD for a new five-a-week 
show tagged ‘What’s Your Opinion?’ 
which will give the public an op- 
portunity to get their opinions off 
their chest. 

Rye Billsbury will be the an- 
nouncer, and, after giving five min- 
utes of news flashes, will turn the 
mike over to the crowd for their side 
of the news. 

Sponsored by the Marks Clothing 
firm and set through the A. D. Rei- 
witch agency. 




















© A new ‘program 


-interest’’ for WCAE listeners 
—the largest station-following in Pittsburgh. 


© 46 new, entertaining, local-built, live-talent 


shows 


8 of which are ted to MUTUAL. 


@ Exclusive broadcasts of PITT football games 
—outstanding sports events in Pittsburgh. 


@ Exclusive broadcasts of the Pittsburgh 
Symphony Concerts—outstanding musical events. 


new listening thrill 


The KATZ Agency 
500 Fifth Avenue 


WCA 





@These PLUS attractions, together with 
MUTUAL shows and features add up to a brand 


for Pittsburghers—and how 


they're enjoying it!!! 


And that’s only part of the story. For 
complete information as to time and 
program availabilities consult— 


* National Representatives 
New York, N. Y. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 
5000 Watts - 1250 K.C. 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 

Ture Rapio Trape Is Discusstnc: The NBC veepees hideaway week- 
end at White Sulphur—Columbia’s courage in bluntly telling America 
First that Lindbergh is not alwaus entitled to time—embarrassments 
created by the Ballantine Beer situation. 





Lyn Murray has withdrawn as musical director of the ‘March of Time’ | 
series because of the press of other assignments. ..He already does ‘Michael 
and Kitty,’ the choral direction of the Lucky Strike ‘Hit Parade’ and sev- 
eral Four Clubmen shows on CBS...Howard Barlow takes over the ‘March 
of Time’ stint...Joseph Elfand, acting mail room head at WOR, joined the 
Civilian Department of the Army Signal Corps...Lt. William Exton, with 
the U. S. Navy in Washington, on 10-day leave in New York on a radio 
matter...He did the recorded ‘Growth of Democracy’ series for classroom 
use about a year ago...Milo Boulton, narrator on the just-folded ‘Defense 
for America’ series, to Chicago for a special assignment...George Allen, 
of WOR sales promotion, back on the treadmill after recovering from a leg 
injury...Paul Monroe, Buchanan agency radio head, to Washington for 
huddles on the Bendix-Treasury Department show. 

John Foster back to N. Y. after Chicago radio enga,ements...C. M. Rob- 
ertson,-Jr., Raloh Jones (Cincy) agency account exec on Kroger account, 
Mondayed at World Broadcasting with Charley Gaines...Ted Husing has 





convened local sportscasters for weekly luncheons. 


try,” new NBC-Blue (WJZ) serial sustainer....Parker Fennelly also in 
the cast, with Ray Knight scripting and Joseph Bell producing... .Charies 
Singer, transmitter supervisor of WOR and WT7INY, vacationing in Florida 
Eddie Cantor will originate his program from Boston next week and 
the following week, while his ‘Banjo Eyes’ legit musical {s tuning up on 
the road. 

Bill Hillpot, NBC-Blue program head, back from Chicago and putting 
in every weekend at Saturday and Sunday football games....Coca-Coia 
band series on Mutual will be m.c.’"d by Al Helfer, Red Barber’s stand-in 
on baseball broadeasts....Next Sunday (2) Brazil will start its alternate- 
week broadcasts to the U. S., via NBC-Red, reciprocating for the alter- 
nate-Monday shows the network is short-waving there....Jane West, 
author of ‘The O'Neills,’ is seriously ill, with Herbert Little, Jr., and 
David Victor collaborating as substitute scripters on the serial....They 
also write ‘Wheatena Playhouse’ and ‘Danger Is My Business.’ 

Alexander Kirkland replaced Donald Cook on ‘We Are Always Young’ 
....Jessie Royce Landis, of the same cast, written out for several weeks 
while pre-Broadway she tours with a Theatre Guild show....‘Best of the 
Week’ is new series Saturday nights on NBC-Red from Hollywood.... 


Robert A. Simon, WOR continuity director, again conducting course in 


radio at Juilliard School of Music....Ella Fitzgerald making four guest 
appearances on ‘Strictly From Dixie,’ starting with this Friday’s (31) 
stanza, 


Both Music Corp. and General Amusement dickering with NBC for 
the package rights to ‘Pages From an Arranger’s Notebook,’ musical series 
with Vladimir Selenski, now in audition-record form....D. Englebach 
directed it and Paul Phillips conceived and wrote it....Bob Ferris, for- 
merly with Columbia Artists on the Coast, now in New York....Imogene 
Wolcoti, who conducts ‘Dear Imogene’ series on WOR, published new 
edition of ‘American Cookery’....Josef Cherniavsky doing transcription 
series with string orchestra for Muzak Artists. 

Maurice C. Dreicer teaching course in radio speech at Dramatic Work- 


Mrs. William H. Corwith, an NBC counsellor on public service, ad-| shop of New Sckool for Social Research....Dale Nash, femme lead on 


dressed the 20-odd members of WGY’s Advisory Council in Schenectady 6s 


hafter Parker’s Circus’ on the Coast, planed east last week for vacation 


Oct. 24....‘The March of Time,’ half-hour on NBC blue, is being broadcast | | Marjorie Duhan, secretary to Mitch@l Benson at WOR until he re- 


to Latin America over General Electric’s WGEO....Voice of Experience, 


Inc., has been dissolved, according to papers filed with the secretary Of | tion starr. 


state in Albany. 

Orrin Dunlap, publicity director of RCA, is getting perfect television 
reception at his home 18 miles from Manhattan (Great Neck) with an 
antenna affixed to a tool shed....This contradicts all the engineering dove | 
....James Finger, who business manages the Wake Up America forum | 
on NBC, commutes from N.Y. and Cleveland to various ‘telephone towns’ 
in midwest. 

Adrienne Ames, WHN’s new film commentator, is shown as chairman 
of the entertainment division of the Home Legion on the new Chesterfield 
ads....Dr. Frank Kingdon, former prexy of Newark University, has re- 
placed Louis Wolfe as quizmaster of the WHN’s Kid Wizards, 
has also shifted from Tuesday evening to Sunday at 10 a.m. 

John Raby and Frances Chaney have the leads in ‘House in the Coun- 


Sea-You-Ser-Me 
Crack-Swaps 
By WFIL and WIP 


Philadelphia, Oct. 28. 
The feud between WFIL and WIP— 
| former and present affiliate of the 


Mutual chain—reached the ‘sez-you- 
sez-me’ stage last week, when Mu- 
itual’s Land O’ Lakes show with 
| Boake Carter was given to WFIL. 


























there were ‘rumblings of a sub-sur- 





The gayest voice in all Chi- face disturbance’ that possibly all 
cago-land belongs to RUTH ]/ wasn’t well between Mutual and 
HOWARD, the talented daughter WIP. 

of Tom Howard (Howard &f| wip came back with statement 
ere. a gah PE WIID, “ that ‘rumblings’ were from WIP’s 
ea dates ae” beak te 9:30 ‘full-stomach.’ ‘WIP is glad to give 
and 10:30 to 11:00 are high |} WFIL any programs that it cannot 
spots in radio. She sells. Her [| take because, even though it is oper- 


large fan mail testifies to that. 

















gives it as evidenced by its gleeful 
announcement of the acquisition of 
the Boake Carter show.’ 

WFIL formerly was both the Mu- 
tual and NBC-Blue outlet here. 
About six months ago Mutual shifted 
its franchise to WIP, but still has 
several of its shows on WFIL. 

Yesterday (Mon.) Benedict Gim- 


WEW 

YORK 
Ti- 

THE MOST IN 
. -_ 3 STIVE 
<o APPROAGH TO 


SALES 
AMERICA’S LARGEST 


MARKET. 
































| the station had become a stockholder 
| in the Mutual web. 
| 














By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS. YOU MORE 


|AUGHTER TEARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap: 99 “*/i00 °/o pure 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY | 
NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EST § 
IN WABC—5:30-5:45 EST—CBS | 
ee COAST TO COAST 
Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY> 





| bel, Jr.. WIP prexy, announced that | 





signed to join the Mathes agency, now a member of Frank Fay’s produc- 
..Loretta McEvoy, secretary in the WOR program department, 
now secretary to Thomas Moore, Jr., station’s new commercial program 
manager....WQXR starts operation on 10,000 watts Saturday (1)....Paul 
Glynn, of WJSV, Washington, in New York last weekend. 


Fred Astaire’s new dancing partner, Rita Hayworth, on Winchell’s pro- 


;gram Sunday....Lou Rupple, of CBS, hosting Saturday at the Army- 


Notre Dame tussle....Ed Gardner’s Archie this week gets special award 
of merit from fan mag, Movie-Radio Guide....Harvey Harding played 
Poor Richard Club in Philly last week. 





Show IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


THE Rapio Trape is Discussinc: Mutual’s loss of its one big Coast show 
to NBC, the Ballantine aler, and the expectation that other beer 
accounts may go NBC—Tom Lewis ‘picture set’ office in the otherwise 
austere motif of Young & Rubicam cubicles—How three of those four 
NBC comedy shows on Tuesday night hopped on the same gag with dif- 
ferent treatments—Whether Bob Hope will discontinue his Sunday 
night previews on account of spies from the other Tuesday nighters. 


Chet LaRoche breezed into town unannounced ostensibly for the im- 





| 


| 


| 
| 


| Press statements of the latter station 
itil l heralded the contract as proof that | 


| southern California 


ating 24-hours-a-day, it has such a| 


full schedule it cannot accommodate | ** 
| cinema 


| chitchat. 


_— all the business offered. 
| ‘WIP is also glad WFIL is made} 
happy by the programs that WIP | 


pending nuptial of Rosalind Russell, sis of Mrs. LaRoche. There are also 
some new Young & Rubicam deals in the air that will command his at- 
tention....Jack Richardson in from Chicago to look in on the Freeman 
Keyes shows....Jim and Marion Jordan, still the first citizens: of Peoria, 
Ill., picked up the telephone and officially launched the Community Chest 
drive there....Frederick Leuschner, NBC Coast attorney, on the mend 
from an illness that has kept him drydocked for a month....Lewis Allen 
Weiss back from his Caribbean vacation....George Moskovics and Harry 
Witt represented CBS at Coast admen’s convention at Del Monte....KHJ 
has withdrawn its television equipment from American Legion stadium 
so that NBC can broadcast the fights....David Sarnoff shied away from 
interviewers and grabbed a boat for Honolulu....Jean Hersholt drew a 
renewal of his ‘Dr. Christian’ series and Bob Garred had his ticket 
punched by Bathasweet....Neil Reagan makes six trips to the KFWB 
mike daily to give out with the news....Hedda Hopper starts her third 
year for Sunkist next month....James McFadden ogling the sealtest setup 
for McKee & Allbright Don Lee-Mutual picked up a new affillate last 
week, KTKC in Visalia, Cal.....Mary Martin expected to land the singing 


| assignment on Kraft after Cennie Boswell pulls out for a long theatre tour 


...-Harrison Holliway keads the radio division for the Red Cross drive in 
...-Don Gilman to White Sulphur Springs, Va., for a 
session of NBC department heads:...Red Skelton takes time out from 
his own show to guest on Silver Theatre Nov. 2....Dave Lane’s warbling 
on KNX now under Luden sponsorship. 

Having run out of subjects to profile in her two years of broadcasting 
for Sunkist, Hedda Hopper hit on a fresh formula last week. New feature 
will deal with personalities who have glamorized Hollywood and Vine, 
Hollywood’s dead-center. She will continue to relate anecdotes of the 
greats, sketch unusual incidents and give out with the latest 


IN CHICAGO... 





Tue Rapio Trape Is Discussinc: Appointment of the Schwimmer & 
Scott agency to handle radio billing for the new Marshall Field-Silli- 
man Evans morning paper—Wade agency lining up three Congressmen 
to perform on the National Barn Dance show—the spurt in F-M activity 
in this town by stations despite the public’s apparent apathy. 





Burridge D. Butler, president of WLS, presented early volumes of the 
Prairie Farmer publication to the John Crerar Library here. Volumes 
are those published between 1841 and 1860....Lloyd Lewig of Chicago 
Daily News accepted in ceremonies broadcast over WLS....Dorothy 
Winter now in charge ‘of general auditions for Columbia-WBBM.... 
Melanie York of WBBM has joined Chicago Repertory little theatre group 
....Ruth Barry and Paul Dempsey added to continuity staff of W59C.... 
Harry Sukman has been named director of the new W59C studio orches- 


| tra, and Preston Sellers has been brought in as organist....L. J. Marshall 


has departed as chief of the Columbia-WBBM continuity department to 
join Russel M. Seeds agency here as copy writer....Lincoln Hobson of 
Chi Seeds staff shifts to NY office as copy editor, 





IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


THE Ravio Trave Is Discussing: The granting of a 100,000-watt ‘antl- 
axis’ shortwave outlet to KSFO and whether station will get longwave 
50 kw. in an effort to offset loss of the CBS franchise to KQW—the 
swanky new KGO-KPO sidewalk-level studio surrounded by the scaf» 
foldings of the uncompleted NBC building. 





Leonard Gross has been named assistant to Jennings Pierce, public 
service director for NBC’s western div....Chioago NBC's ‘Brewster Boy’ 
is a Frisco lad, Eddie Firestone, who originally played Billy Sherwood on 
Hawthorne House....Fulton Lewis, Jr., will originate his show in KFRC’s 
studios next week....he’s due here for a speaking engagement (4).... 
Dorothy Allen, former Frisco gal who was discovered by Shep Fields is 
back on the KGO-KPO staff....Harold ‘Gildersleeve’ Peary due here 
Nov, 2 to attend the 25th anniversary party of his wife's cousin’s, Dr, and 
Mrs. E. E. Simrad....Fred Fox had joined KSFO as a writer, replacing 
Paul West who has gone to Hollywood to work on the Hollywood Show- 





case. 





RESTRAIN ‘CBS’ 
ADV. AGENCY 


Suit by Columbia Broadcasting 
System, Inc., against Harold S. 
Guerin and J. Louis Albert, doing 
business as CBS Advertising, Inc. 


was settled in the supreme court in 
N. Y. Wednesday (22) when CBS 
dropped its action for an account- 
ing and the defendants agreed to a 
perpetual injunction against the use 
of the words or name of CBS. 

Columbia had claimed unfair com. 
petition and infringement -of copy- 
right in its action which was started 
in May, 1941. 
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almost. 


a tenth of 
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Ask any Radio Sales office 
for more information about 
WBBM, one of the eighteen 
CBS 50,000 watt stations. 
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Agricultural Expert on B’way 
By Joe Bier 
(Farm Editor, Station WOR, New York) 





When I meet people outside of the|dience and a serious-minded one at 
proadeasting industry and they find that—an audience that had begun to 
out what my job is, they are inclined depend on our various farm reports. 
to be amused. ‘What!’ they say, ‘a; But that wasn’t all. When the 
New York City radio station has a/| farmers began to write they got right 
farm editor? How come?’ | down to cases. They began to ask for 

I guess it’s only natural when you) supplementary crop and weather re- 
think of the primary area of a New ports. They didn’t mince words when 
York City 50,000 watt station to think they objected to the hill-billy music 
of listeners in thickly populated in-| We thought they liked. They wanted 
dustrial center. They forget New) more detailed service and standard 
Jersey whose Secretary of Agricul-| music and hymns instead of ‘corn.’ 
jure, Willard H. Allen has just re- Letters continued to come in dur- 


leased a statement showing Jersey ing the next year. Helpful letters 
leads the nation in gross income per 
farm acre. Each New Jersey acre 
of crops produces a gross income of 
$52 per acre as against $18 for an 
average acre in California or Iowa 
and $12 in Wisconsin. Again, Jersey, 
although only 45th in size in the na- 





that gave us valuable guidance. We 
| learned that the majority of farmers 
_in our area were truck farmers, (i.e. 
‘raising fruits and vegetables for the 
| New York market and shipping them 
|to town by truck). We came to re- 
alize the importance of the current 
day’s Produce Market quotations of 


tion, ranks third in gross income per 
farm—second only in Nevada and | fruits and vegetables in New York's 
California. | wholesale markets. But we learned 





W. & J. SLOANE, FRISCO, 
USING KPO PROGRAM 


San Francisco, Oct. 28. 
Another Frisco department store 


| will use radio regularly for the first 


time when W. & J. Sloane goes on 
the air via KPO for 26 weeks start- 
ing Nov. 2. 

Firm will use a Sunday noon quar- 
ter tabbed ‘Romance of Furniture’ 
using Bud Heyde and Gagnier. 





JAPAN COUNTS © 


ITS. RECEIVERS 


Tokyo, Sept. 14. 





| week (18) issued a warning that a pran's‘er was notifying resicenis 
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«+ Radio Batfadils « 
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Cineinnati.—Friends of the late Harry M. Daugherty proce 
of Peter Grant over WLW, Cincinnati, about the career and character of 
the Harding administration ai.crney- eral. So on a later broadcast 
Grant re-painted the picture on a basis of Daugherty’s bequests to charity 
and Daugherty emerged a kind!v old man full of virtue, : 


sted remarks 


Charlotte, N. C.—Station WBT, Charlotte. has been officially designated 
‘bugler’ for the First Army while on maneuvers. Farm editor Grady Cole 
who signs on the outlet at 5 am.. bugles reveille at 6:10, assembly at 6:15, 
mess at 6:30 and sick call at 7 o'clock. Ce2!'s ere broadeast by the station 
and picked up by portable sets cerrie) by the First Army troops. 

Kalamazoo, Mich.—‘One Woman's World’ three-mornings-a-week 
femme comment series over local station WKZO, is broadeast by Mrs. 
Evelyn Courtney from her own home. It’s a rictly informal session, with 
Mrs. Courtney handling personal phone calls or casual droppers-in as part 
of the show, 


Youngstown, O.—Officials of the Ward Paking Co. at Younzstown last 


by 


The Imperial Rule Assistance As- | telephone that they had won $50 throuch a Ward contest o1 WFEMJ, 
sociation is now investigating the | Youngstown. The baking company said it sponsors no contests over the 


distribution of radio sets among 
neighborhood units whose number 
totals a little over 1,000,000 in Japan. 





Frankly, we at WOR didn’t realize | also that there were dairy and 
our potential farm audience until} poultry farmers in our area and they | 
1938. Then it was that Quaker Oats | wanted service, too. «| 
sponsored a once-a-week half hour| We learned further that the aver- | 


quiz show—‘The Man On the Farm’| age farmer is a busy man and we| 


| villages have 


. | 














with real farmers as contestants aug- into definite sections | 
mented by brief interviews with 
poultry farmers from New York and 
New Jersey. (The same company for 
its ‘Full-O-Pep Poultry Feed’ is still 
sponsoring this show over WOR to- 
day ). 

The first few months of “The Man 
On the Farm’ indicated that we nad 


' divided ‘Digest’ 
so that the farmer can 
specified time each morning for the 
reports that concern him most, Many 

|} farmers have written us that they 


have installed radios in their barns. 
| Weather Vital 


| sideration. Whereas, we had started 


listen at a} 


Weather reports came in for con-| 


It is disclosed here that about 35 
no radio sets at all. 
The national life mobilization head- 
quarters of the foregoing association 
is at present arranging to install two 
radio sets in each of these villages. 
According to an investigation, the 


| nation’s subscribers to radio broad- | 
| casting totaled 4,850,193 at the end 
| of last vear. 
holds in Japan is 14,806,234, it is seen | 


As the total of house- 


and KQV, both under same management, telling them how muc! 


| news at the latter, sound alike. 


the radio station. 


Pittsburgh—Pittsburgh radio listeners have been w riting in to WJAS 

1) the voices 
Naw. y 4 

of Ernest Neff, newscaster at former siation, and Lowell Scoit, w! s the 

Which isn’t so surprising since they're 

one and the same guy under aliases. 


0 all 





Seattle—Maury Rider, operations manager, and Jim Upthegrove, an- 
nouncer, of KIRO last week, journeyed to a lake near Marysville to tran- 
scribe the opening of the duck hunting season from a rowboat. 


Cincinnati.—Kroger Baking Co. imported to Cincinnati last week 10 


that about 34 households out of 100, infants, along with their mothers, who, as the stunt had it, took their 


have radio sets. 
Of this figure, about 2,991,031, or 


an active farm audience but we still| by giving general weather reports| 9°; are located in cities. Then 80.- 


had doubts of its size or diversity. 
Then, early in 1939, Julius Seebach, 
WOR's vice-president in charge of 
programs, Eugene Thomas, Sales 


Manager, and Dave Driscoll, director | 
of Special Features and News, got to- | 
to experiment | 


gether and decided 
with a daily farm broadcast. “The 
Farmers Digest’ was presented from 
6 to 6:30 a.m. Most of our material 


was specially prepared by Transradio | 


Press and by the U.S. Department of 


Agriculture and various State Agri- | 


cultural Departments. After three 
months we took stock and found out 
how,we were doing. A questionnaire 
Was sent to hundreds of farmers 
through the various State agricul- 
tural departments. Up _ until 
questionnaire we had had little 
guidance as to how the farmers liked 
the program, whether it gave them 
the information they desired, and 
whether we were presenting it at the 
right hour. 

We found that we did have an au- 


ee 
Aun Tenns says; 


curve 
ing in New York 7 \ 
Tsk! Tsk! Take a 











few spots of WINS 
before, after and during 
sinking spells and watch 
sales perk up } 


(Come on up and lets go over 





the 








a few of my hot spots ) 








Certified Public Accountant, Tax 
Consultant and Business Advisor, 
is available for a few days weekly 
te busy executive, individual or 
company. Box 855, Variety, 154 
W. 46th Street, New York City. 





|from various areas we now switch 
'directly to the office of the US. 
| Weather Bureau in New York City’s 
| Whitehall Building for the last five 
a.m.). Here, under the direction of 
Dr. James Kimball, the latest and 
most complete authoritative weather 
bulletins for the Eastern States are 
broadcast. 

The job of serving our farmers has 
increased to such a point 
station decided it needed one man 
to handle the farm program and that 
alone. Hence, yours truly, farm 
editor on Broadway. And this job 
really keeps me busy. I spend a 
| good deal of time in the area, visiting 
farmers, their fairs and exhibits, talk- 
ing with them and agricultural au- 
thorities about the program and 
learning from day to day more and 
more about the great farm audience 
that is the potentiality of any large 
urban station. It’s been a revelation 
to all of us. 


| Digest’ has been profitable. 
have five partictpating sponsors and 
we hope for more. 

Yes, there’s a 
program on the 
town station and a job, too, 
farm editor. It’s been fun 
wouldn't miss it for anything. 
we're still learning, heck. 


a farm 
of a big 
for a 
and I 
And 


place for 
schedule 
| 


by 


Renew Local Issue Forum 


Salt Lake_City, Oct. 28 
The Salt Lake Public Affairs 
Forum this week begins fourth fal! 
series on KUTA. Forum is spon- 


sored by 32 local civic organizations 
in conjunction with the WPA Aduit 
Education department. The Forum 
discusses local problems rather than 
national issues. 


Frank O. Green and LaVerne C 





Bane conduct it. 














ETTER 


FREQUENCY! 
LOCATION! 
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BIA, 5.C. 


National Representatives 


minutes of each broadcast (6:55 to 7} 


that the} 


| his 
| Last but not least WOR’s ‘Farmer’s | 
We now |} 


987, or 22%, are in towns, while the 
remaining 1,058,074 listen to the 
radio from farms. 

In other words, city folks enjoy 
radio at the rate o. 55 out of 100 
households; townspeople, 29 out of 


100, and farmers only 10 out of 100. 


‘Bert Horswell Gets Okay 


For KNET, Palestine, Tex. 


Palestine, Texas, Oct. 28. 
The Federal Communications Com- 


mission has approved the sale of sta- | 
operated | 


tion KNET, owned and 
here by Dr. Boner Frizzell to Bert 
Horswel!. Horswell at one time was 
manager of station KRIC, Beaumont 


and was once a Chicago station rep- 
resentative. 
Horswell will have 34% of the 


stock of the Palestine Broadcasting 


| Corp., with his wife having 33% and 


Gor- | 


mother-in-law Pauline M. 
don, having the remaining 33%. Con- 
sideration is reported to be $5,000 

Station operates on 1,450 kilocycles 
with a power of 250 watts. 


CKAC’s New Live Talent 


Montreal, Oct. 28 
CKAC, La Presse French language 
‘Rouleta- 


here started 
Friday 

Sponsor is 
Andre 
Marthe 


radio station 
bille’ detective set 
run until Christmas. 
Quaker Oats. Cast includes 
Treich, Pierre Durand 
Thierry. 

Descriptions 
aired on same station F: 
and Saturday mornings starting Nov 
28 to end of season by Marcel Baulu 
for Black Horse Brew 

‘La Voix du Reve’ (Dream Voice) 
Tuesdays and Fridays, starts over 
CKAC, Nov. 4 to run until March 27 
for W. K. Buckley, Ltd Song and 
program employs Jacques 
Aubert, singer: Marcel Sylvain 


pUT e a A pia 


ial, 


and 


of ski events will be 


iday nights 


an- 
Ge! aine 


and Aurette LeBlanc 


Canary Chirps Cashable 


San Francisco, Oct. 28 
KFRC’s dressing-up of a couple 
of otherwise routine ideas has netted 
130 minutes of cash biz. Using a 


recorded of 


canaries, 


| specially 
chirping 


transcription 
station is 


cert with the bird-tweets under the 
billing “Canary Chorus.’ 


of attention that Denalan dental 


| Novelty has grabbed such a chunk 
| 


plate cleanser and Hartz Mountain | 


| Birdseed are each underwriting a 
quarter-hour. 


Willard, Thomas Recovering 
Washington, Oct. 28. 


Thomas, engineer 
CBS outlet, is 


Leonard at 


| WJSV, local 


pendectomy he underwent Oct. 5. 


Jess Willard, station manager, has | 


| returned to work after an attack of 


i 


| conjunctivitis. 


monikers from Linda, the heroine of the account’s ‘Linda’s First Love’ 
serial. The event was tied up with Better Parenthood Week. 
Boston.—Arch Macdonald, WBZ announcer, is happy that television is 
still ‘around the corner’ when he handled the Harvard-Dartmouth game 
wearing a cutaway coat and morning pants. Just before the game he was 
best man at his brother’s wedding and when authorities decided to ad- 
vance game time one-half hour, he was caught with his formals on. 














| 
| over and make room for another 
| occupant in the near future. 

Among the applications pending 


for right to muscle in are WNYC, 


"Channel Changes 





majority 


(24) to | 


back- | 
grounding a Sunday a.m. organ con- | 


re- | 
cuperating from an emergency ap- | 


aa continued f 33 ue , 
ry ed from page | WJJD, WCKY, WHAT, WBNF, 


| ideas, a new type of experimental! WRUF, and KMBC. 


a 


permit cculd be issued. Additional | 


wattage might be allowed for par-| pufralo—Jack Guinan, formerly of 
ticular programs, with the ban con- | WCAU, Philadelphia, is new spieler 


. ai : i? ~ : “oi . . 
tinued against its use for commercial |at WGR-WKBW, replacing Merwin 
operation. Whether any license-| Morrison 

son. 


holder would be interested in going 
forward on this basis is highly con- 
jectural, it is agreed. 

On the matter of clear channels, 
there is no denying a trend toward 
wiping out the privilege of exclusive 
night-time use of a particular fre- 
quency. Duplication is only a ques- 
tion of time, and with.the New Deal | #f 

on the Commish sold on/§ 
the idea of providing more competi- 
tion the placing of additional stations | 
on the 24 reserved stripes is 
appealing. Gradual diminution of 


I-A 














most ! 


KENNY BAKER 
PORTLAND HOFFA 


the number of ribbons seems 

most likely, though there will be AL GOODMAN'S 
strong arguments that the basic ORCHESTRA 

policy ought to be preserved in orde1 THE TEXACO WORK- 


to assure service to the sparsely- 


SHOP PLAYERS 





settled sectors. 


The stations in thickly-populated J Ae pe 

‘ ' F Pe ae 
Eastern areas with I-A ratings are  TEXACO STAR THEATRE 
most likely to lose their jealously- presented by 
guarded positions, Though the regu- 


~ {~ TEXACO 
\_. DEALERS 


v9 
to Raf “as 


COLUMBIA NETWORK 


COAST-TO-COAST 
9 E.S.T., 8C.S.T., 7 M.S.T., 9 P.S.T. 


have done nothing with the 


lutors g 
Ed Craney plea for permission 
put KGIR on the WEAF channel, it 
seems certain that the New York, 
Philadelphia, Boston, Baltimore, and 
other Eastern plants with clear fre- 
quencies must get 


ready to move 
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KDYL’s 5000-watt 
broadcasting pattern fits the inter- 
like a 


Ample power, directed where 


new directional 


en 


Bhi eer ee att oe an Poh 


mountain population setup 
glove. 


it does the most good! 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 29, 194] 





Grace Moore to Do Met ‘Tosca’ 


In N.Y. with Tibbett, Kullman « 


re's rst 9 | N. Y. Town Hall Reviews 


(Week of Oct. 21) 
Thibauit, veteran 





Grace Moore’s first ‘Tosca’ for the 
Met will take place at the Metro- 
politan Opera House Dec. 18, with}]' 
Charles Kullman as Mario and Law- 
rence Tibbett as Scarpia. 





Conrad 


radio | 





B’way Crop 


—____— (‘ontinued from page 3 


‘ei 


Next most likely is the George 
. Kaufman-Edna Ferber piece, ‘The 
Land Is Bright,’ which opened only 
last night (Tues.) after several out- 
of-town engagements. 
Another current-runner 
money behind it is 
Hearth’ of which Warner Bros. has 
a piece. Unfavorable reaction of 


with film 





Singer is also planning two new | baritone, gave a recital of French, | the critics and slow biz leave it, 
roles for the following year. These | Italian, German, Spanish and Eng- | however, less than a certainty for 
are in ‘Monna Vanna’ and ‘Koenigs- | lish songs at Town Hall Monday the WB. studio. Helen Hayes’ 
kinder. ‘Monna’ was a starring ve- night (27). Baritone’s recital Was | ciarrer, ‘Candle in the Wind,’ will 


the finest at Town Hall by a vocalist 
this season. His artistry, interpre- 
tation and diction in all languages | 


hicle for Mary Garden and ‘Koenigs- 
kinder,’ by Humperdink, was Ger- 








| remain a doubtful quantity until the 
b.o. proves whether or not the tepid | 





‘Cuckoos on the} 


Rubinstein-Met Opera Conflict 


One of the oddest conflicts in concert-opera booking will take place 
i next month in New York. 

On the evening of Nov. 24 Artur Rubinstein, one of the great box- 
office pianists of the present day, plays at Carnegie Mall while less 
than a mile further downtown the Metropolitan Opera troupe wil] 
open its season. 


Peerce a Wow in Frisco Rigoletto, 


Steals Spotlight From Tibbett, Pons 



































aldine Farrar’s best role. It is un- |... excellent. Best works on a pro- | notices were right or wrong. Virtu- - 
derstood that the latter persuaded | gram of over 30 selections was ‘C’est | ally certain as Hollywood missouts | . 
Miss Moore to try the little ‘Goose |un Torrent Impetueux,’ from Gluck’s | are ‘All Men Are Alike’ and ‘Viva Opera Reviews ; San Francisco, Oct. 28, 
Girl’ role, feeling that of all who | ‘Airs des Pelerins de la Mecque,’ and | 9'Byien,’ Creating a sensation on the Coast 
have essayed it since her heyday, |‘La Paloma,’ sung as an encore. | 5 tea Gedaten | not known since the days of Gigli, 
the present-day star is best fitted for; ee bir, | PIOUE DAME Jan Peerce, tenor of the Radio City 
a revival. | Carlos Alexander, listed as a bass- | Legit offerings on the Broadway | Q Music Hall, New York, sang the Duke 
= oni ted sy Ponoday 21) night. agenda which’ are rated as having | Opera in three sets G scenes); music, in ‘Rigoletto’ here Wednesday (22) 
Moore St. L. Click in ‘Tosca’ |Singer’s voice is small and not ‘too | f4irly good chances of being bought | ctcabeimimen aaeait on * ‘aa wa Wades night at the War Memorial Opera 
St. Louis, Oct. 28. |impressive, but from an interpreta- | for pictures—although nothing of| xin: presented in an English version based | House, and completely took the play 
‘Tosca,’ sponsored by the St. Louis | tive standpoint he was a wow. His| this sort is ever certain until it has | on Ros . Newmarch’s translation; produced | away from several Met Opera sing- 
Grand Opera Assn., grossed an esti- | singing of lieder was just among the} had the acid test at the ticket-cage— | - na Fate te — vy pose ne: lg 2 tanner ers, including Lawrence Tibbett and 
mated $7,600 in the opera house of | best heard locally in years from a| jnclude ‘Blithe Spirit,’ the Noel Cow- | Adler; stage director, Dr. Lothar Waller- Lily Pons. 
the Municipal Auditorium Saturday Friedri h Set Ri, - .- student Of! arq play whose London run has been | “t”'": ee eee TB ene oda Tenor displayed a magnificent 
(25) night with a near-capacity mob riedrich Se Mee, SEN ariene. very successful; ‘Junior Miss,’ adap-| signed by Eugene B Dunkel. | lyric voice with brilliant high notes, 
on deck. Marisa Regules, young Brazilian | tation by Joseph Fields and Jerome | og cnat: enessaty tee vey ga Si nen, In ‘Questa o quella’ (Act 1) the top 
Grace Moore, Kurt Baum and_ pjanist, provided an auspicious de- | Chodorov (adaptors of ‘My Sister + tel Donald septal “Miguel Muner. B fiat had a ring that reminded one 
Carlo Morelli, in top roles, clicked. | but at Town Hall Friday (24). The| Eileen’) of Sally Benson's New! Garfield Swift, Edwina Eustis, Selma Ken of his Italian predecessor, and this 
Santo Gullotta, mess sergeant at Ft.| pianist, already a virtuoso of the | Yorker stories: i ‘Ring Around | yon, lydia Summers, Louise Hillyer, Flor- | was foHowed by a finely sung, excei- 
Leonard, who has had operatic ex-| first rank, played works of Bach, | pijoapeth? comedy hal” iets Jane| . wreme at lently phrased ‘E il sol dell’ anima’ 
perience on the west coast, won an Chopin, Liszt and various Argentine rane ‘Brooklyn U. S we (also! Tchaikowskv’s ‘Pi D ,}and the subsequent ‘Addio addio 
audition and copped role of Spoletta. | COMPosers with fiery effect. She | “eae 1d Sil Mi = . mesh 'y inn Mie | + toh arth hy ts fret . WI nn a speranza ed anima’ in Act II. In Acts 
He scored. High salaries of top- | POSSesses amazing power for a woman | HOW Os Cee ee oe eee ee te al weore owes evict | IIL and IV the tenor really cut loose 
; and remarkable, mature interpreta- | with the recently-exposed Brooklyn | in the U.S. 31 years ago at the Met | ™ # " ~ 
flight warblers prevented Assn. | tive ability murder ring: ‘Hotel Splendid<’ musi- | with Leo Slezak, Alma Gluck andj With a succession of clarion top B's 
from profiting. Performance, the | : P 2 Emmy Destinn under Gustav Mahler, | in ‘Parmi veder le lagrime’ and ‘La 


lone one, drew raves from the crix. | 

Season winds up Nov. 10 when | 
*Falstaff,, in English, will be pre- 
sented for one performance. John 
Charles Thomas and Dusolina Gian- 
nini will divide the top roles. 


HOFMANN GETS 
BIG RECEPTION 
AT CARNEGIE 


Aleksandr Hellmann, 
romantic temperament well suited 
to the music of Bach, Schubert and 
Chopin, which featured the first half 
of his program, The cloying lyricism 
|of all three ‘was realized by the | 
| artists, 
a dreamy, characteristic brilliance. 
Technically, he lacked a full-fledged 
legato and also made excessive use 
of the pianissimo passages. An oc- 
saclenah forte to vary the monotony 
; would not have been amiss. 
| 





Kathryn Boghetti, contralto, on 
Saturday evening (25) gav2 a pro- 


gram consisting of lieder, “French 
and English songs. Singer possesses 
a limited husky voice of nondescript 


character and litttle variance in | 

|color or shading. Her vocal weak- 
caliph | 

}nesses were best exemplified in | 


from ‘Samson,’ 
was achieved as 
‘A’ flat was barely 


First appearance of John Barbir- | Amor Viens Aider,’ 
olli as conductor and of Josef Hof- | where her top ‘G’ 
mann as soloist featured the Thurs- | # shriek; the low 
day (23) performance of the New | @udible. 

York Philharmonic Symphony at 


Carnegie Hall. The conductor pre- Ernest McChesney, tenor, gave a 
sented a program that included | concert of French, Italian and Ger- 
Brahms’ second symphony, which|™Man songs Wednesday night (22). | 
Jagged under his baton, and a funeral | Singer possesses the makings Of a | 
march based on a Chopin opus. | fine voice, backed with excellent in- 
Latter was badlv orchestrated, be- | terpretative ability, especially in the | 


ing powerful where it should have French group, where his diction and 


been quiet, and vice-versa. {coloring are’ virile and authentic 

Pianist, of course, was the star,| He does not, however, support his 
for after more than five decades be- | Voice with sufficient breath, and as 
fore the American public, he is still |a result it sometimes becomes edgy 
tops. He played the Beethoven and brittle A top ‘B’ flat is an easy 
Fourth Concerto with his 1 3) | matte o the young singer, who 
brilliance, his stubby fingers flying WOuld bq wise to recognize that his 
over the keyboard in dazzling runs s a lyric voice which will not stand 
and cadenzas and with a style that;the hard driving for bigger tones 
has no peers. The orchestra sup- | that he gives it. Nature has been 
a him nobly. The applause prodigal enough with him in his 

was deafening. voice, intelligence of singing and 

Also presenied was ‘Plain Chant | magnificient physical stature with- 
for Americans,’ a new work by Wil- | out his attempting to improve it in 


+ 


with Wilbur Evans that manner. 
Baritone performed most ounatiidamd 


liam Grant Still, 
as soloist 











capably, but the composition itself Cathelene Parker, mezzo-soprano, 
is repetitiously climactic. recitaled Sunday afternoon (26) 
Sunday (26) the orchestra pre-| featuring songs in five languages 
sented Dvorak’s New World Sym-/} Mezzo chose a program which was 
phony in commemoration of the|too ambitious for her, showing up 
100th year of the birth we the csm- | Ceficiencies in the top and bottom 
. Also on the program was | registers, The singer showed in- 
“proves oo ger’s Polka and Fur ue from | telligence and a certain amount of 
*‘Schwanda.’ Both were played to, stvie, but needs much more study 
the ‘hilt by the chestra, with Bar- | The middle of her voice when not 
birolli’s reedings tops Hofmenn - | for possesses a fine quality. 
peated the Beethoven concerto in hi es 
usual exemplary fashion. Nora Fauchald, lyric soprano, o1 
a — Sundav eve (26) did works of 
. Mozari, Schubert and Wolf, amon 
: ll t Ee Y others The soprano possesses a 
ak a tendency to get shrill on top 
y When not forced it has freshness 
Ballet Russe de Monte Best work was in the opening aria 
from ‘I] RePastore’ of Mozart. 
Carlo Smith. 














(MET OPERA HOUSE, N. Y.) ew 2 

A so-called new version of Leo- Carnegie Hall Review 
nide Massine’s ‘Bogatyri’ was the 
featurea werk of the Ballet Ru:se!'-—— ——— 
de Monie Carlo in its return to the cove a 
Met Opera House Thursday (24) cital Tues ae (21) bg Carnac Hall 
night after a three-day absence. of works of Beethoven, Schumann. 
New version seems only to eliminate | Debussy, Chopin, Liszt and Rach- 


the prolog. po ec The pianist, is a fine tech- | 

Ballet is costumed magnificently, ~icinn and his interpretative ability | 
and with the addition of superb sets realteed most of the scores, 
and scencry it should have c ick pos- |! 
sibilities, but despite excellent per- Attendance was small, 





formances by the troupe, drew Ty <j r 
nothing more than a yawn. The Michael Bartlett set for Alfredo in 


story itself is dull, concerning a hero 
saving his gal from the clutches of 
an ogre. Music is Borodin’s sec- 
ond symphony, played mise ably by 


‘Traviata’ by the Chicago Opera Co. 
on the evening of Nov. 15. Emile 
Cooper will conduct. Carlo Morelli, 
Met baritone, will sing Figaro in the 


the Met orchestra under Efrem |, hth s 
Kurtz. Musicians have been drop- Barber of Seville’ on the afternoon 
ping off gradually since the start of | Of Nov. 15, replacing John Charles 
the season and need to perk up. | Thomas. 


pianist, on | 
Saturday afternoon (25) displayed a | 


' but in| 
1any instances his work was ragged. | 


cal comedy with book by Donald Og- 
den Stewart (based on Ludwig Bem- 
|} elman’s New Yorker stories) and 
| music by Rodgers and Hart, and 
‘Rose Burke,’ play which Henry 
| Bernstein has written for Katharine 
Cornell. 
Less Ce 


} 


who played the works with | 


ertain of filming, but defi- 


|niiely in the ‘maybe’ category, is 
“The Walrus and the Carpenter’ 
(known for a time as ‘The Mul- 
berry Bush’), a comedy by Noel 
Langley, in which Pauline Lord will 
stal It opens in New York early 
in. November 
‘Possible’ 

Then there is a list of ‘possibles’ 

for screen treatment among the 


comer It membered in 


was_ revived Wednesday night (22)|donna e Mobic.’ His acting was on 
in English by the New Opera Co. | aq par with his warbling. 

jan Png ss ee ll prmas, By Sn Lawrence Tibbett, as Rigoletto, has 
lean efforts by the singers and pit recor ered much of the voice lacking 
| orch. last year. The baritone has lost some 


quality and does not appear as prod- 
but 
| he still remains an excellent singing 
material | 


| It was unfortunate that the New 
|Opera Co. chose a work that re-/|igal of top notes as previously, 
| quires great protagonists. The sing- 
not the vocal 


»} 


rs have 


actor. Lily Pons sang an excellent 
necessary for clicko results Gilda, with her ‘Caro Nome,’ as 
Rag os lags lenge gg Pa usual, stopping the show with the 
make ufficient money to marry top ‘E 
Lisa, @ngaged to Prince Yeletsks Lerenzo Alvary and Irra Petina 
Herman slays the ‘Queen of Spades’ rounded out a well-balanced cast as 
in an attempt to find out her secret | Sparafucile and Maddelina, respec- 
on cards. Subsequently visited by |tively. House was SRO with an $18,- 


takes his own 
suicide of his 


tenor 
the 


her ghost, the 

life following 

sweetheart 
Johnson, a former 


500 take. 


Ft. Wayne Gets ‘Barber’ 


pupil of Jean 





must be rs De Reszke (1850-1925), forced his | 
this connection that even if a drama- | upper notes to a great degree, though | Fort Wayne, Ind., Oct. 28 
tization of the telephone book proved | he exhibited some ability at acting.| For the first time in years, Fort 
| big at the b.o. Hollywood would} Glenn Darwin, as the prince, _ | Wayne will be the scene of an oper- 
| . acte > 1S ar aiso ” ‘ : » 
|} probably buy rights, so much de- and acted well, but his part als |atic offering, when ‘The Barber of 
‘cian yy ; called for vocal prowess that he did S io we Nov. 7 witt 
| pends on the b.o., no matter how | po; possess | Seville’ will be given Nov. 7 with 
big or small a screen possibility a | As Count Tomsky, Kenneth Schon | stars of the Metropolitan Opera Co. 
play appears in script form. performed capably, but his voice | taking principal roles. 
‘ er ‘co : >! als Pe > > ‘e he ar tio val » give j ae 
Possibles’ include ‘Spring Again, also haw 8 Me gry hs - A a s, we on will be given in th 
. ' aT ’ Stanaaras Set DY re composer. Nor irine 1eatre. 
ash ry Night, ‘Sunny River’ (mu- “%., ; : “heer ‘he 
Cla By Night, “Sunny Rive nw 4"; did an abominable English transla- N: : i 
sical), ‘Hope for a Harvest inea-| tion full of unsingable consonants 
tre,” ‘Friend for a Nickel, ‘All in| and empty phrases help the strug- | and in the murder scene, particular- 
Favor, ‘My Dear Public,’ ‘Caleb | gling singers ly, the muted orchestra in the back- 
. } ’ ‘ . t ire ») nee eo ‘ . - ¢ +} 
Cailur America,’ ‘Certain Going! Best voice be longed to Selma | ground fails to quite capture the 
Up’ and ‘She Lived in a Shoe.’ Kenyon as Lisa She has a powet= | stark realism of the drama But 
Ot! ows bot . pa | ful lyrico-spinte, but quality is not |} these moments are few and far be- 
; - oe pound for Broa sie pleasing and the tone were fre- tween For the most part the score 
l H Kicl George J quently edgy through hard driving. | js richly harmonic and splashed with 
el’ n aligk (musical); Little A limmer Lisa would also not have the melodic line that was the very 
Dark Horse ‘Chills and Feve peen ami essence of Verdi's genius 
T I irde!l ‘Ountess ( eT tot | } . . ; . 
Walk Into My Parlor,’ ‘Play w A e murdered ct a taa Queen Outstanding character in the ory 
. > ing’ aie? sent os Spi ), Edwina Eustis, known | remains Lady Macbeth, played to the 
re King’s Maid, Purple Dust, ally r her Rad City Music | iu: a brags de - 
F Cl) I A . . 4 loc LO! nel .aaio iL} | — hilt bv Florence Kirk The role 
ve ) ane ssmdy nic- r : —— anta padit+ . 
=" neisca Mane (talready pic- | Hall appearances, acted creditably, | calls for an absolute soprano, an al- 
turized in England), ‘Papa Is All,’| thouch also inadequate vocally. She | most-forgotten term. asking for dra- 
‘Carriace Trade’ (too censorable),| was unable to summon the color or | matic intensity and xtending 
13 O'Clock’ and ‘Soldiers Tanaka.’ resonance required ] ty l the role.| through brilliant runs and cadenzas 
; Lydia Summers displayed the same | ty - im *R’ flat al s hich ‘C The 
S ts which haven't been seen | tyne ica in he nant patae ‘ht » a top *E’ flat above high 
type VOICE In 1er dual roles OF | cginser displays a virile dramaiic so- 
ret era: ‘Ty . fcanne ’ ‘ic = r , ge ‘ “ _ r > ¢ itil il¢ < : 
ye are: ‘1 ire E cape, sé ven P; uline and Daphnis, ; prano of tremendous power which 
Trumpet,’ ‘Robin Hood of Dixie’ (re- Shortage of breath, off-pitch sing- makes the score of top ‘C’s’ an easy 
’ > 4) ; ’ 2M > work ctr: , “whee . ty 
ised version of last season’s ‘Off the | ing in ensemble work, strained top |jop. Her acting is intense anc d the 
“ E ‘ . . 1eE: , “chestr: : t rth 
Record’). ‘Pie in the Sky,’ and ‘And | tone: and a heavy orchestra too murderous character is set forth 
Sn ta- Radian.” frequently made for an inadequate strongly against a vividly nainted 
performance Conducting of the |paeksround. Miss Kirk is a singer to 
‘Banjo Eyes,’ the Eddie Cantor | veteran Herman Adler was heavy-| reckon with among the future op- 
musical, is being backed by War- , handed eratic stars. 
ner Bros It will probably be pic- As Macbeth, Jess Walters lives up 
$an9 _ the Data aude cat » 7 t ll his advance tics He pos- 
ea DY voen ailLnougn lt [ tO all ls advance notic ; 
Y filme O MACBETH Sessé a remarkable act J ; 
: hich is best exemplified i the 
“ath ay ens ea = Me ( ms \ econd act host scene, follow ng tne 
) } ¢ f } . : . ‘ic 1 ° 1 ’ 
’ Horsé Lady Com Ac! ) Maria Piave, bas n the 3rindisi ‘Si colmi il calice,’ sung by 
aoe ) to have ree pos- hakespeare | nt r ts | Lady Macbeth. Stark madn¢ rips 
ibiltie: ‘ ugh inasmuc 7 ch me th a : yew pera | | the singer, whose intensity carries 
film man, Charles R. Rogers, is co-' 24, '41 wtor I ’ Busch; s well across the footlight His aria 
producin there’s a possibility he Buse) chor apher, Igor | in Act III, ‘Fuggi o regal fantasima, 
S f; chorusmast ert Winkler; | js sung as well as most Met baritones 
has something in mind. mes designed by M Mont is sung as well as most Met baritone 
; ; ‘ Cast: Jess Walters. Roberto Silva. Flor. | COUld have done it. The voice is a 
Other shows which don’t seem tO} ence Kirk, Robert Marshall, John Mamill, |Tich lyric baritone with plenty of 
be strong film bets but where again | Martha Lipton, Leon Lischiner t | power to spare, being reminis cent of 
| that-hinges ‘on -their success, include | on." ate , | Richard Bonelli’s voice. _ , 
a Se eT ial ‘ | Ringing the bell resoundingly, the | As Banquo, Robert Silvo also }s 
Sons oO’ Fun,” successor to ‘Hell-/,,\ Rage Fookin | , mag al 
zapoppin’, and ‘Solitaire’ I th New Opera Co. has finally justified | tops. vocally, and his aria, ‘Come da 
beeactte aire. ath 1e j its existence with a superb perform- | ciel,’ holds par with the other prin- 
i es > ¢ 2g , °° ikea - 4 eso.’ § , ° 
| Same category but even less likely! ance of Verdi's ‘Macbeth,’ given in!cipals. The basso is a fine actor and 
for Holly wood are ‘Woodrow Wil- | its first American performance since ! should be a welcome addition to the 
son’ and “Thomas Jefferson.’ | 1850. This is an entirely new ver- | roster of most’ any opera company, 
| : ; sion never before seen in the U. S . y and almos 
Among the plays which have al- The : 4 ahabes ed barr fn Marshall, tiny a we: 
ready opened and closed this sea-| 1e opera, base on Shakespeare's | childlike on the stage, does not p 
seg, a and Cclosec this sea- | tragedy, is so vital, so savagely mag- | vide a physical likeness of Macduff, 
son, ‘Village Green’ (29 perform- | nificent in its intense dramatic power, | but his singing of ‘Ah la naterna 


ances) and ‘More the Merrier’ (16 


ones with the slightest chance of | 
yet being bought for pictures. 


| Virtual impossibilities include ‘Anne | 
| of England’ (7 performances), ‘Ghost | 
| for Sale’ (6), ‘Mr. Big’ (7), ‘Broth&r 
| Cain’ (19) and ‘Distant City’ (2), 
| ‘Ah, Wilderness,’ which closed Sat- 
urday (25), is owned and was made! 
by Metro. 


performances) seem to be the only 


that it is beyond understanding why | mano’ in the last act, climaxed by 
; it has been neglected. the top ‘B’ flat in a lusc ious lyric 


The scoring of the work, first pre- | tenor, makes up for any physic: il de- 
po in 1847, is Verdi at his best. | ficiencies. Last act also provides a 
Here he is far ahead of his “Trova- | duet between two tenors, an opera 
| tore’ and ‘Rigoletto,’ which followed | rarity. 

‘Macbeth’ within a cecnde, and the Fritz Busch provides a reading of 
‘Italian master’s grasp of the the-'! the score which misses not a note of 
| atre has not been so well realized in | the nuances and power of the opera, 
| any of his other works, except, per- | and his tirm beat holds a well-knit 
|haps, ‘Otello. The opera has its | performance together. Work of the 
weak moments, there are times when chorus and ballet, plus the costumes 
‘it becomes static in its movement, ' and scenery, are tops. Smith. 
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CIRCUITS CAN 


Ee_ 4 


Inside Stufi—Orchestras 


McFarland Twins’ orchestra has a unique arrangement with the owner 
of the Pelham Heath Inn, Pelham, N. Y., where the band has been for the 
past six weeks or 80. Realizing that sitting on a location for any length 
of time doesn’t help a band’s bankroll, the inn’s owner lets the Mc- 
Farlands out a couple nights a week to play theatres or nearby one- 
nighters to replenish the cash balance. 

Outfit steps out for four nights this week, Thursday through Sunday 
(30-Nov. 2) to play a date at the Shubert theatre, New Haven. Next week 
it'll be out on Friday for a one-nighter. Lee Shelley and Kohn Kobb- 
Jers bands replace the McFarlands this week, each outfit covering two of 





T BUDGE 


AFM 





BACK TAY F FAR | Pennsylvania Tax Burden Issue Up 


TILL MIN ANT Palumbo Appeal Focuses Definition of ‘Name Band’ 
(I.e., Paid When Not Working) as Unfair 


—___ 








Apparently Impossible to 
Get U.S. Treasury to Give 
Any Hint of Attitude on 
Retroactive Penalties 


WAR BOOMS MOBILE 


Six Dance Orchestras Current in 
Alabama Sector 


Philadelphia, Oct. 28, 
An appeal was filed last week in 
| the state superior court asking the 
; reversal of a ruling by the State Une 











Reems 


the four nights. Next week it'll be Shelley for the single, 





Apparently afraid of the publicity that might result, people who have 
hired Aftie Shaw’s band to play an Xmas night party, at a price of $4,500 
for one night’s work, have given Shaw’s bookers strict orders that they 


are not to be named. 


When Jimmy Dorsey played a similar date in Texas last year the re- 


gultant publicity anent the $5,800 he 
cancellation. 


was paid almost caused the party's 





Until fhe theatre-band-social security tangle is.straightened out band 
booking agencies and theatres are not making out the usual contracts 


when scheduling bands for theatre dates in the future. 


Offices and the- 


atres are merely exchanging letters of confirmation, which carry all the 
details, and New York local 802, of the American Federation of Musicians, 
js accepting the ‘contracts’ in lieu of the regulation forms until the argu- 


ment is settled. 





? BALLROOMS 
CLOSE FAST IN 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 28. 

Two ballrooms that opened with 
much fanfare twc weeks ago have 
already folded due to lack of in- 
terest among t ¢ city’s jive fans. 
The spots—the Aragon ballroom 
in midtown, and the Band Wagon, 
near the University of Pennsylvania 
campus—went dark, failing to pay 
off the bands hired. Left holding 
the bag for a flock of folding money 
were Tommy Reynolds at the Band 
Wagon and Bobby Byrne at the Ara- 
gon. Both spots were placed on 
the unfair list by the Musicians 
Union. 


Byrne was short $1,150. How | 
much Reynolds was owed couldn't | 
be learned. Dick Stabile was sked- 
ded to open at the Aragon this week. 
He is said to have pocketed the $500 
deposit left with MCA for the pact 
clincher. Total contract called for | 
$1,350 for the week. 

There was a plan brewing where- 
by Stabile would open anyway and | 
lift the boxoffice receipts each 
night. If there was anything left, 
it was to go to pay off Byrne’s debt. 
The deal failed to jell when Byrne's 
manager, Frank Henshaw, turned it 
cown cold. 

Opening night at the Aragon drew 
only 100 cash customers, despite | 
heavy advertising and exploitation. | 
Following nights were even worse. | 
WCAU had put in a wire and plans | 
were set for a CBS remote shot | 
weekly. Band Wagon’s gate wasn’t 
much better, 


JACK LEONARD DUE OUT | 
OF MILITARY SERVICE 


Singer Jack Leonard is scheduled 
to be released from the Army within 
the next month because he’s over 28. 
Date has tentatively been set as Nov. | 
8, but until it’s officially posted on 
the Camp Dix, N. J., bulletin board 
Leonard isn’t sure of the date. He 
Was drafted last April. 

During his stay in the ranks Leon- 
rd continued cutting Okeh records, 
making them while on furloughs. 

















Leonard Joy Westward 


Leonard Joy, recording director of 
RCA-Victor popular platters, leaves 
for the Coast today (Wed.) on a two- 
three week inspection tour. - He’s 
Boing to check up on new studios 
being built by RCA in Los Angeles. 

Jump to the Coast will be broken 
(The stopover at Chicago tomorrow | 

urs.) to record Artie Shaw's 








and, now in that territory. 


THEIR OWN TRAILERS 





Maestros Use Heart Syndicate to 
Plug Own Tunes 





Hearst newspapers began a tieup 
with various name bands past Sun- 
day (26) new popular 
melodies selected and labelled by 
the leaders as future hits are to be 
exploited on the back page cf Puck, 
Hearst’s syndicated comic weekly. 
Hookup will put the 
ographies and pertinent data re the 
various bands in newspapers in 15 
cities. 
the numbers are being printed. 

The 10 bands being used (it runs 
for 10 weeks) were led by Glenn 


whereby 


Miller, who selected ‘Dear Ara- 
bella’ as his candidate; next is 
Tommy Dorsey with ‘Night We 


Called It a Day,’ then Sammy Kaye 
and ‘Honeybunch.’ All three of the 
above tunes are published by mu- 
sic companies owned by the respec- 


tive leaders. 

Rest of the leaders are, but not 
necessarily in the order named: 
Fred Waring, Guy Lombardo, 
Vaughn Monroe, Jimmy Dorsey, 


Freddy Martin, Artie Shaw. 


Bus Scarcity in Army 
Maneuvers Zone Present 
Kemp with a Problem 


Atlanta, Oct. 28. 
George Olsen and his band came 
near being stranded in Charlotte, 
N. C., Oct. 21, when the bus terminal 
there burned and damaged all the 
buses, including the one chartered 


by Olsen to take him to Columbia | 


for his next stand. The situation be- 
came crucial when there were no 
buses to be had in either North or 


South Carolina, due to the Army 
maneuvers 
T. D. Kemp, Jr., booker of the 


band, in desperation finally called 


| Atlanta. and a bus was dead-headed 


from here to pick up the band. 


SIDNEY SOLOMON 
SUES MCA FOR 1506 


Sidney Solomon, former operator 
of the Central Park Casino, New 
York, top nitery during prohibition 
days, has filed suit for $150,000 in 


Corporation of America. Solomon’s 


complaint charges that MCA induced | 
Carmen Cavallaro, pianist-bandlead- | 


er, to abrogate a contract that exist- 


ed between himself and the leader. | 
recently began | 
His popular re- | 


Cavallaro’s band 
gaining attention. 
cordings have considerably increased 
his bands standing. 
Carlton hotel, Washington, D. C. 





Pig Ta ‘ : : or nus 
Danny Beckner and his orchestra | biage were made and the one clause 


played at the Trianon Ballroom, 


Toiedo, Oct. 18. 


tunes, bi- | 


New Form B Contract 


EEE 


SOME SIGN UP 





Paramount has requested an- 
other meeting with James C, 
Petrillo, and the AFM prexy 
was expected to return to N. Y. 
from Chicago last night early 


enough for the huddle then or 
this morning (Wed.). Other cir- 
cuits will likely also sit in and 
it’s figured that Paramount will 
then agree to signature the 
AFM’s new Form B contract. 


If Par does so, the other cir- 
cuits will have no alternative but 
follow suit, though Warners, 
Loew’s and RKO prefer to stand 
pat against paying social secur- 
ity taxes on musicians in travel- 
ing bands. 

Monday (27) came and went and 
there was no settlement of the dif- 
ferences between the major theatre 





| taxes on theatres. 


Melody and lyric to each of | 


| 
| 


i 





t’s now at the} 


circuits and the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians over the latter’s 
new Form B contract placing social 
Nor up to a late 
hour yesterday (Tuesday), so a stale- 
mate exists and no traveling bands 


| will open in theatres this week un- 


less the operators agree to assume 
the responsibility of paying social 
security taxes on the individual mu- 
Sicians and leaders of traveling orchs. 


It appeared for a time on Friday 
(24), the third of three days of meet- 
ings between James C. Petrillo, 
AFM proxy, other AFM officials and 
representatives of Paramount, War- 
ner Bros. and RKO, that the issue 


might be settled by a capitulation by | 
Paramount expressed | 


the theatres. 
its willingness to sign the Form B 
contract if the union would make a 
couple of changes in the form’s 
verbiage, plus eliminating the clause 
making all the laws, rules and regu- 


lations of the AFM part of the con- | 
left, | 


tract. The theatre reps then 
with the AFM executive board going 
into a huddle on Par’s counter pro- 
posal. 

About an hour later, the AFM’s 
office called Paramount and stated 
that the executive board had refused 
to make any changes whatsoever in 


the Form B contract and that Pe- 


| trillo’s deadline for the signing of | 
ithe contract by theatres, dated for | 
| Monday (27), stood ‘as is.’ Para- | 


mount was also informed that there | 


would be no further meetings, at 
least for several days, as Petrillo 
had planed to Chicago immediately 
after the AFM’s executive board had 
voted. 
Big Losers 
Along with 


the three theatre circuits, Jules C 


Opened Up Under Union’s 


the representatives of | 


Mobile, Ala., Oct. 28. |employment Compensation board 

War industries boom has stepped} which levied the payment of come. 
up business in a big “ia a | pensation taxes for musicians upon 
local hotels and niteries. i mony |owners of cabarets, hotels and other 
tions in action are Bing Bingham’s | . 
Mello-Aires at the Battle House, Ray | SP0ts employing them, rather than 
Binetz at Murray’s Airport, Jerry | on the bandleaders. Filing the peti- 


Gilbert at the Cawthorn hotel and | tion was Frank Palumbo, operator 
States Baker at the Sage Patch. |of two Philly spots and _ several 
Also Bill Lagman at the Holly- | sore selininliaiiniais T s : 
wood Dinner Club and Poe Graham | * . auincnare ” apetses 

announced that arguments 





at the Beacon Nite Club. ot 


would be heard early in December. 

The Musicians Union, Local 77, has 

FIRE DESTROYS filed an application to act as inter- 
IN N. J. 


venor to uphold the compensation 
Fire of unknown origin completely 


board’s ruling. 
Under the edict of the board, spot 
destroyed the Rustic Cabin, Engle- 
wood Cliffs, N. J., name band loca- 


owners are liable for the tax, except 
where so-called ‘name bands’ are 
employed. A ‘name band’ is defined 

tion early Saturday (25) morning. 

Spot, which was still smoldering 12 

hours later, was valued at approxi- 


as one in which the musicians are 
paid, whether they are working or 

mately $250,000 and was only partly 

insured. Teddy Powell’s band, which 


not. 
was located there all last summer 

















in New Jersey, received the okay of 
are liable for S.S. taxes. 

It lost all its instruments and ar-|sic from a bandleader at a stated 
it luckily was discovered by a han-|sum over to the bandleader, who in 
As it was they barely got out before 
ols is under a doctor’s care for smoke 

Peppe’s 
| pacity to about 1,800. He spent about | Valley Dale, Columbus, O., roadside 
and was already talking to booking 


Board is confident that the Appel- 
late Court will uphold its action, 
pointing out that a similar case, filed 
the Supreme Court of that State. 
Rulings of both States coincide with 
the rules of the Federal Social Se- 
curity Board, wherein spot-owners 
and was to stay through Nov. 30, Palurnbo, representing the State 
also was burned out. It lost all its | Cafe Owners Association, maintains 
also was burned out. that as a cafe operator he buys mu- 
rangement library. Powell fortu-|fee. The leader, in turn, hires the 
nately kept his scores at his New| Musicians. Palumbo further claims 
York apartment. that he doesn’t pay the bandsmen 
When the blaze began about 7 a.m.| himself. Instead, he turns a lump 
dyman in time to enable owner Har- | turn divvies it up among the tooters, 
ry Nichols and his family to vacate 
| their second story living quarters. 
| 
the flames, His two youngsters were VALLEY DALE 
forced to jump. Beside the loss of 
| the spot itself, with heavy stock of 
| liquor, cash (payroll), the family lost 
| all of its personal belongings. Nich- 
poisoning. 
Ironically, Nichols was about to 
open a new wing to the Cabin, which , 
would have upped its seating Cca-| Frank Dailey-Jim new 
| $15,000 during the summer construct- |dancery opened with a bang last 
—_ hy isbn cage ee ee | Wednesday (22). With Tommy 
ed b xceptionally g isiness, | ‘ : 
es Mig an tigs oe ty Sees ; Tucker’s band on tap for first five 
agencies about a band to open the | days the spot played to 6,300 people 
wing. Money put into it was lost,!jin that period, pulling 1,400 opening 
| since the wing was not insured. | night 
| Sb , 


; ed 600 Thursday, 1,100 Friday, 

Whether Nichols will rebuild isn’t s 
definite. | 1,500 Saturday (football mobs from 
ao 5 | Northwestern-Ohio State game) and 


Add Hoke Melodrama = [inere were turnaways the last two 
| To AK. Hoof Formula ere, oe tag yea 
Of Friendship Club »<:'* 


last night 


gh the spot had been reno- 


i and enlarged to accommodat 
Stein. head of Musie Corp of Amer- vated and enlarged to accomm e 
ee oe ere “ ig cte F is} Ci k. dance hall in | 2.00( arth of waiters and bar- 
at in on the meetings with rienasnip 1uD, a.K. Gance Nail i «JUU a Geal 1 ) Walters an jal 
|ica sa ) n th ing vit! , rage: : staid 
7 : N Pog ‘ asnatl ncers and the fact that some parts 
Petrillo and others of AFM Stein | the Bronx, N. Y., which bars any- | “ ers alt \ I 
t} ] ] esentative 28 ’ of the reconstruction isn’t yet com- 
was the only agency representative | gone under and allows no iit- ae 
P MCA. th the Wil ar ‘s ee He pleted made Dailey hold down to a 
re } j . me v ) 1e V li- 
eens aa aa =" ashe terbugging, is adding an old-fash-/ table setup for only 1,490 
liam Morris office. General Amuse- | , “i I . 
s 7 : , Ad nce a W we ro- 
ment Corp., Consolidated, et al., | 0 d meller once a week to pro 
| stands to lose a fortune should the 


theatres hold out against the Form 
if only for a few 
Hence Stein’s close interest, | 
plus the belief that his own friend- 
|ship with Petrillo might have car- | 


. tt oe. ¥ j He |. , 
Supreme court, N. Y., against Music | 514g some weight towards a settle- 


B contract, even 


| weeks. 


mote the Gay ’90s idea of its terp- 
ing. First of the shows, which will MUTUAL RAISES RATES 
| be staged every Wednesday night, is | 


set for Nov. 5. It will be ‘Ten | ON PICK-UP WIRES 


| Nights in a Barroom.’ 


Staging is being handled by ee a, : 
Thomas Craven, who operates the) WOR-Mutual last week raised the 


ment. | Essex theatre, a Lake Champlain sustaining rates for Donahue’s, 
Although the situation looked dark | strawhat, and Gene Bissell, an actor,’ Mountain View, N. J., Log Cabin, 
lup until press time yesterday | who has worked in summer oigion Armonk, N. Y., and the Flagship, 
Tie , ~ ae)} = rAWrin og yi ‘raven. 53 ‘asts. will ye . : 
(Tuesday , the feeling was growing; with Crav ‘Their c will be! ion, N. J. Bands at those spots, 
stronger in trade circles that the | made up mostly of refugees from 

cowbarns and the operators, were given no- 

v ea , . 


theatres would soon capitulate to the 
the AFM’s demands. This was at Friendship Club, located in the | tice that the wires were to come out 
least partially borne out by Para-|old Brown Opera House buiiding,! last week, if the 
| mount’s willingness to sign the Form | can take 500 folding seats and will) couldn't be met. 


increase in costs 
All elected to stay 


B contract if the changes in ver-!| have a 50c-top for the combined on. 
show-turkey trot. Spot is operated Donahue’s hes Dick Barrie’s band; 
deleted. Since the circuit was will- | by Lester Lockwood, former film Log Cabin, Bob Chester; ‘lagship, 
(Continued on page 44) | exhibitor. i) Mel Marvin 
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Long-Andrews Big 
Lewis Fair 196 


$66,000 in N.Y.; 
in Philly, Krupa 





OK 14! G L.A, Pastor 146 in Balto 


| 
(Estimates for This Week) 

Bobby Byrnes, Providence—(Met- | 
ropolitan; 3,200; 30-40-55). Paired 
with ‘Top Sergeant Mulligan’ 
(Mono). Nifty $6,500 for three-day 
showing. 

Dolly Dawn, Pittsburgh—(Stanley; 
3,800: 30-44-60-66) with ‘Truth or 
Consequences’ and ‘Maltese Falcon’ 
(WB). Having a very satisfactory 
week at $19,000, with the credits 
just about evenly divided among the 
band, the radio show and the pic- 
ture, which drew unstinted raves, 
compensating for lack of cast names. 

Gene Krupa, Los Angeles — (Or- 
pheum; 2,200; 30-44-55). Most of the 
credit for the $14,500 draw must go 
to Krupa’s crew. On the screen, | 
‘Bullets for O'Hara’ (WB) and ‘Top | 
Sergeant Mulligan’ (Mono), without 
the band backup, would acccunt for 
around $7,500. 

Ted Lewis, Philadelphia — (Earle: 
2.768: 35-46-57-68-75) with ‘Father 
Takes Wife’ (Par) plus a couple of 
variety turns. Getting about $19,000, 
fair. Screen attraction not much 
help. 

Johnny Long, New York—(Para- | 
mount: 3,664; 35-55-85-99). With} 
Andrews’ Sisters, Larry Adler, | 
others. on stace, ‘Nothing But Truth’ 
(Par) being the picture. In-pverson 
entertainment and well-established 
pitband policy here helping substan- 
tially as support for Bob Hope film. 
On fig st week through slast nicht 
(Tues.), socko $66,000. Goes 
and probably three weeks. 

Tony Pastor, Baltimore — (Hippo- | 
drome: 2,240: 17-25-28-39-44-55). ‘All 








Money Can Buy’ (RKO) on screen. | ° ici r overs total 
Fair at $14,000. Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Jan Savitt, Newark — (Adams; | Eddy Duchin’*..... Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50)............. 3 1,600 5,475 | 
2 000: .25-40-44-55-65). On screen is; Benny Goodman*.New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 2 1,825 4.975 
‘Mountain Moonlight’ (Rep). Savitt| Harry James...... Eimeein (200 Taek!) ...ccccesctecse © 575 4.600 
aided by stage show. Fine $7,800 for | Art Jarrett*.......Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)...... eee’ 4 325 1,975 
three days, with orchestra handed | Ray Kinney*......Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 28 1,425 37,525 
credit for bulk of draw. |}Glenn Miller ....Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1)......02.. 3 2,025 6,400 
Phil Spitalny, New York—(Strand; | Vaughn Monroe”....Commodore (400; 75c-$1)............ 3 850 3,475 | 


9.756: 35-55-85-99). With ‘Sergeant 
York’ (WB) on screen. In second 
week and should get $37,000, good, 
with third starting Friday (31). 
Picture and Spitalny make a sound 
b.o. combination. The first week’s 
take was $42,000, nice. 





DECCA SKIPS ONE 


Backlog of Orders Again Forces Gap 
In Schedule 





Decca Records will again cancel 
its usual weekly release this week 
(6), the third time it has done so 
in the past couple months. Backlog 
of unfulfilled orders for stuff that 
had already been marketed is re- 
sponsible. Columbia has _ skipped 
only one week’s batch. 

Of the three major companies 
Victor is the lone outfit that hasn't 
skipped any shipments of new stuff, 
but they’re far behind in filling re- 
peat orders, too. 
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JIMMY 
DORSEY 


and His Orchestra 


Featuring BOB EBERLY 
and HELEN 0O’CONNELL 


ORPHEUM THEATRE 
MINNEAPOLIS 
WEEK OCT. 31 


DECCA RECORDS 


Personal Management — BILL BURTON 























Uptown Cafe Society 
Reverts to Soft Music 


Uptown Cafe Society, N. Y., will, 
following exit of Count Basie’s band, 


| which has been at the spot for past 
|six weeks, 


have a show virtually 
the same as the lineup that Basie re- 
placed. Eddie South, Hazel Scott 
(only floor act with Basie current- 
ly), Golden Gate Quartet, and an- 


|other small combo, goes in Nov. 4. 


Spot explains that it lost no money 
with Basie, but that it did lose many 
of its old customers during the 
band’s stay. Despite Basie’s leaning 
backwards to soften his usual heavy 
blare, the band was adjudged too 
loud. 

Basie will start a theatre tour at 
the Strand, N. Y., Nov. 6. 





Ralph Allen and his Detroiters 
back at New Penn, Pittsburgh, for 


their fourth engagement there this- 


year. 








| Band Bookings 


Dean Hudson, Nov. 6, Cherokee 
Ranch, Augusta, Ga.; 9, Bijou the- 
atre, Savannah, Ga.; 18, party, Wil- 
mington, N. C.; i9, party, Wilson, 
N. C.; 20, party, Lynchburg, Va.; 21, 
party, Roanoke, Va.; 26, party, At- 
lanta, Ga. 

Shep Fields, Nov. 19, Cumberland 
theatre, Cumberland, Md.; 21, party, 
Roosevelt hotel, New York; 22, party, 
Riverside Plaza hotel, New York; 





| Dec. 3, Police Ball, Morristown, N. J. 


Herbie Kay, Nov. 4-5, Ingrid the- 
atre, Iowa City; Nov. 14-20, Orpheum 
theatre, Omaha; 22-Dec. 3, Peabody 
hotel, Memphis. 

Al Donahue, Nov. 4-6, Empire the- 
atre, Fall River, Mass.; 14-15, U. of 
No. Carolina, Chapel Hill. 

Charlie Spivak, Dec. 5-6, Duke U., 
Durham, N. C. 

Mitchell Ayres, Nov. 21-25, Strand 
theatre, Brooklyn; Jan. 3, _ indef., 
Congress hotel, Chicago. 

Jack Teagarden, Nov. 7-13, Casa 
Loma B., St. Louis; Nov. 14-15, 
Stephens C., Columbia, Mo. 

Jimmie Lunceford, Oct. 31, week, 
RKO Boston, Boston; Nov. 7-10, 
Strand theatre, Brooklyn; Nov. 12, 
week, Paramount theatre, N. Y., 20, 
week, Adams theatre, Newark; Nov. 


| 27-30, Metropolitan theatre, Provi- 


dence, R. I.; Dec. 1-3, Plymouth thea- 
tre, Worcester, Mass.; Dec. 4, Rose- 





land B., Taunton, Mass. 





Bands at Hotel B.Q vs 


NEW YORK 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly 
two | charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 

| Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. 
| room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 


holiday price.) 


tabulation, is the estimated cover 


Figures after nume of hotel give 


<= 
| *Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 


major draw. 


| 


| Les Brown 





(Blackhawk; 400; 


$1.25 


Chicago 


min.). Brown orchestra has been 


| smart click here; took nifty 3,000 customers last week. 
Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Wil- 


liams’ orchestra has established 
Held up well last week at 4,200. 

Lou Breese (Chez Paree; 500: 
| pace of the town; literally packing 
on tke floor. 


ley orchestra closed last Thursday 


|this town or Bradley has ever seen; final week miserable 2,400. 
24) and came up with a smart week- 


Herman orchestra replaced Friday (| 
end. 

Art Kassel (Walnut Room, 
orchestra always can be counted 
customers in his third week. 

Del Courtney 


| brought in 1,750 people last week. 


help. 


Jimmy Dorsey (Palladium; 6,000; 
open (28). 


4,000 payees. 


drips. 


to see. 





still big at 2,500 covers. Whiteman 


itself firmly 


$2.50-$3.50 


Bismarck Hotel: 
on 


(Continental Room, 
| Courtney orchestra managing to hold its own in the southside hotel spot, | 


Carl Ravazza (Biltmore; 1,150; minimum $1-$1.50). 
the week. Early rainy season no help. 


other bangup week of around 15,000. 


Clyde McCoy (Trianon, South Gate; 1,200: 40c-55c). 
Bob Crosby comes in (30) for 16 weeks. 

Ted Weems (Casa Manana, Culver City; 2,000; 55c). 
to around 4,500, not so bad considering the prevalence of high fog with the 


Jimmy Grier (Florentine Gardens; 1,000; 75c-$1.50). 
Nils Granlund’s show is on the floor and that’s what most of the 3,750 came 





in this class hotel nitery. 


min.). Spot is showing the 


To the doors again last week with 5,200 customers. 
Will Bradley (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 700; $1-$2.50 min.). 


the customers in, with Joe E,. Lewis 
Brad- 
(23) after four of the saddest weeks 
Woody 


300; $1-$2 
to bring a steady 


min.). 


following; 2,000 


Stevens Hotel; 350; $1.50-$2 min.). 


Los Angeles 


Ray Noble (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 
and pulled up with about 2,500 covers. 


Dropped off along with the rest 
Parties on tap for next week will 


Hit around 2,200 on 


55c-83c). Drawing all types for an- 


Alvino Rey and the King Sisters 


Week will add up 


Grier is here, but 


San Francisco 
Paul Whiteman (Rose Room, Palace Hotel; 500; 50c-$1.50). 


Third week 
very popular personally here. 








Guy Lombardo—DECCA 38999 
Ink Spote—DECCA 3987 

The Charloteers—OKEH 6320 
Dick KRobertson—DECCA 3981 


NEW YORK CITY 
1585 Broadway 





IDONT WANTTO SET 
THE WORLD ON FIRE 


Tommy Tucker—Okeh 6320, Horace Heidt—Coiumbia 36295 


Harlan Leonard—BLUEBIRD 10919 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 


HOLLYWOOD 
5834 La Mirada Ave. 


Dick Todd—BLUEBIRD 11291 
Mitchell Ayers—BLUEBIRD 11275 
Skinnay Ennis—VICTOR 27586 
Bon Bon—DECCA 3980 


CHICAGO 
Woods Theatre Bldg. 
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Mark Warnow’s New 
Deal for Victor Pops 


Victor Records has signed Mark 
Warnow and the Hit Parade orches- 
tra and chorus to a term recording 
contract, Warnow will make popu- 
lar 10-inch platters and though it’s 
not definitely stated he probably will 
cut many of the pop melodies that 
reach Hit Parade rating . 

Leader will have his first record- 
ing session next month. 





Dalton Boys trio current at Hotel 











Stuyvesant, Buffalo, 


Kassel | 


Dipped to around | 





On the Upbeat 


Leighton Noble dropped his girl 
singer before opening at Green’s, 
Pittsburgh, Monday (27) and is now 
femmeless again. 














Erskine Hawkins band and Ink- 
Spots pencilled into Stanley theatre, 
Pittsburgh, week of Nov. 7. 





Tex Beneke, tenor sax, shifted to 
first alto with Glenn Miller band 
and his place was taken by Babe 
Rusin, 

Cecil Golly’s band played at Yan- 
kee Lake, near Youngstown, last 
week, coming from Donahue'’s Club, 
Mountain View, N. J. ~ 





Neville Trio opened Friday (24) 
at Lavin’s, Buffalo. 





Frankie Masters’ band begins an 


indefinite stay at the Benjamin 
Franklin hotel, Philadelphia, Nov. 
24. It will have Columbia and Mu- 


tual wires. Clyde Lucas is current 
at the spot, holding over until Mas- 
ters replaces. 





Milt Krasny, General Amusement 
Corp.’s general manager, and Dick 
Gabbe, one-night booker, in Florida 
for three-week vacation. 





Evelyn Tyner and her band be- 
gan stay in the Lounge Room at 
Waldorf-Astoria hotel, N. Y., Friday 
(24). 








Les Brown band _ renewed at 
Blackhawk Cafe, Chicago, until Jan. 
13. Outfit set for Fitch Bandwagon 
show Nov. 16. 


RAD AAAAAAAA DDD ADt 


Disc Reviews 


SS ee tn 


Woody Herman: ‘This Time 
Dream’s On Me’—'Blues in Night’ 
(Decca 4030). Herman tries some- 
thing new for him (so few do) with 
this fine tune from WB’s ‘Blues in 
Night’ Alm. Ballad is done as choral 
| vocal by bandmen, with tasty piano 
|backing and Herman’s voice riding 
|out of the pack. It’s a solidly com- 
|mercial arrangement that will spin 
in many machines, Reverse, in the 
leader’s Blues groove melodically, 
is almost on a par. It’s a repeatable 
|/novelty that sould also find machine 


| favor.” It’s catchy. 


+ 


++o~o 





Tommy Dorsey: ‘Fifty Million 
| Sweethearts’—That Solid Old Man’ 
| (Vic. 27617). Dorsey hasn’t made 
|such a poor commercial side as the 
| first in a long while. In fast dance 
} tempo it can be played ’til the cows 
come home and nothing happens. 
Muted trumpet, trombone and Con- 
nie Haines’ good vocal of ordinary 
lyric are best points, but hardly 
enough to sell the whole. Reverse, 
|}a rhythm bit, in good tempo, is 
nicely arranged and has a fair 
chance of clicking in boxes. It’s 
| got some life. Miss Haines vocals. 
Tunes are from this year’s Mask and 
Wig show. 








Bob Chester: ‘Joltin’ Joe DiMaggio’ 
-‘This Love of Mine’ (Blue 11316). 
This is football weather—remember? 
In short, Chester’s ‘DiMaggio’ hasn’t 
|a chance because, (1) it’s dated (Les 
| Brown’s original is just about dying) 
jand (2) it’s far in the ruck of 
Brown’s interpretation, from any an- 
gle. Reverse, a fine tune, is moving 
strongly in sales, but Chester's work, 
with Betty Bradley vocalling, won't 
— the versions now riding. It’s 
air. 


Freddy Martin Big 3,000 at San Jose: 
Dean Hudson's Bridgeport Tally, 1,152 


‘ 





(Estimates) 


Will Bradley (Chermot B., Omaha 
Neb., Oct. 26). Despite bad weather 
Bradley got good 894 at 75c-$1 for 
$1,066. 

Del Courtney (Modernistic B., Clin. 
ton, Ia., Oct. 20). On night off from 
Stevens hotel, Chicago, Courtney 
played to okay 603 dancers at 85c 
for $585 gross. 


Chuck Foster (Convention Hall, 
Enid, Okla. Oct. 24). Okay $600 
ponied up by 700 dancers at 85c ad- 
vance, $1.12 door. 

Glen Gray (Totem Pole B., Auburn- 
dale, Mass., Oct. 20-25). Casa Lo- 
mans are maintaining steady pace; 
16,800 hoofers last week at $1.45 pair 
which equalled $12,180 at b.o. 

Erskine Hawkins (Paradise Dance 
Hall, Nashville, Oct. 21). Excellent 
$1.100 realized off 1,250 hoppers at 
88c-$1.10. 

Dean Hudson (Ritz B., Bridgeport, 
Conn., Oct. 19). Hudson’s southern 
combo pulled nice 1,152 at 75c in 
defense boom town and was well- 
liked according to McCormack and 
Barry, operators. 

Kay Kyser (Arena, New Haven, 
Conn., Oct. 26). Final bill of Sun- 
day band-vaude series drew excep- 
tionally big $8,000 at 45c to $1.10, 
mat and evening, from approximate- 
ly 14,000 customers. 

Freddy Martin *({Aud., San Jose, 
Cal., Oct. 17). Martin’s long stay at 
Cocoanut Grove, L. A., spelled big 
biz here; cracked Glenn Miller’s rec- 
ord with 3,000 at $1.10. Band took 
out $1,894 as its end. 

Raymond Scott (Brookline C. C., 
Philadelphia, Oct. 23). Getting 
tougher.and tougher here; only top 
names will draw well, Scott pulled 
disappointing 175 patrons at $1. 

Artie Shaw (Playmor B., Kansas 
City, Oct. 23). With plenty opposi- 
tion from ‘Icecapades’ and live stock 
show, Shaw piled up neat $1,840 
from 1,400 dancers at $1.25 advance, 
$1.50 door. At Turnpike, Lincoln, 
next day (24) Shaw might have run 
into what his managers feared from 
his last year’s mag remarks; college 
kids shied away and only 1,400 
dancers showed at $1.15, $1.40, $1.65, 
only par for this course. However, 
band bounced right back next night 
(25) at Ak-Sar-Ben Coliseum, 
Omaha, drawing 7,500 for better than 
$10,500. Of that 4,200 paid $2.50 per; 
rest on ASB membership tickets. 


——--- | 




















HENRY 
BUSSE 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 
OPENING NOV. 29 


PALACE HOTEL 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Management 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 





























DICK 
ROGERS 


And His Orchestra 
CURRENTLY AT 


ROSELAND, NEW YORK 


Broadcasting Coast to Coast 
NBC NETWORK 
s 
COLUMBIA OKEH RECORDS 
MUZAK TRANSCRIPTIONS 
Per. Dir.: HARRY A, ROMM 





MANAGEMENT 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 
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TREAT TIME 
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‘Music with the STRONG Appeal’ 


BOB STRONG 


ORCHESTRA 
UNCLE WALTER'S DOG HOUSE 
ED 


BC-R 


Management: M.C.A. 





Sidon mace 














PUBLISHED BY 


BELWIN, INC. 








Just as good as its “DADDY”! 
“THE SON OF THE WOODEN SOLDIER” 


BOOSEY-HAWKS-BELWIN, 


Sole Distributors 
INC, 
43-45-47 West 23rd St., N. ¥. C. 
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SUN MAY SHINE THIS WEEK 





JOHN SHEPARD 
DOESN'T GET 
EASY TERMS 


John Shepard, 3d, head of the 
Yankee and Colonial Networks, with 
headquarters in Boston, has failed 
to obtain a special deal covering his 
regional links from ASCAP. The 
Society wired him Monday (26) that 
it could not see why it should treat 
his operations different from any 
other network and that the terms ac- 
cepted by other links would have 
to apply to his. 

Shepard had the week before spent 
much time around ASCAP head- 
quarters arguing for a contract that 
would put his networks on the same 
basis as local stations which elect 
to take a per piece arrangement, 





namely, 8% on commercial programs | 


using ASCAP music and 2% on sus- 
taining programs containing tunes. 
All the other networks have settled 
on a blanket agreement, with no al- 
ternative per program setup. 


SONNY SCHUYLER 





Needied Into Bets 





If NBC and Columbia do not 
return the full ASCAP reper- 
toire to their facilities within 
the week or two professional 
men connected with ASCAP 
firms stand to take some heavy 
losses in wagers. The betting 
over the past weekend on this 
topic exceed the usual turnover 
in these when it comes to foot- 
ball. 

Most of the wagering resulted 
from needling that the contact- 
men were subjected to by band- 
leaders. Pepped by confidence 
exuded by their employers or 
partners who happen to be on 
the ASCAP directorate, these 
professional men on meeting a 
leader would say something 
about the immediacy of a net- 
works-ASCAP deal. The leader 
would crack back, ‘We’ve been 
hearing that same line for 
months,’ and before long the 
conversation got around to the 
citation of an actual return date 
and the amount of the bet. 











T@ HEAD OWN BAND 


Sonny Schuyler, vocalist with Vin- 
cent Lopez’ orchestra, will step out | 
at the head of his own band around 
the first of the year. Plans fins 
being made for it, with Wm. Morris 
agency having the inside track on 
handling him. 

Lopez is at the Taft hotel, N. Y., 
where he’ll hold until next May. 








George Kelly and Charlie Adler 
turned in a song, ‘I’m Glad My Num- 
ber Was Called,’ for ‘You’re in the 
Army Now’ at Warners. 





Mrs. Harris Gets Delay 


Mrs. Cora L. Harris, widow of 
Charles K. Harris, has oBtained 
through counsel an adjournment on 
the motion for summary judgment 
which the E, B. Marks Music Co. is 
seeking in the N. Y. federal court 
on an action over the renewal rights 
to ‘I Wonder Who’s Kissing Her 
Now.’ E. B. Marks, who entered the 
suit, also named Jerry Vogel. Argu- 
ments on the summary judgment 
was to have come up Oct. 31. 

Marks claims that he holds a re- 
newal assignment from Joseph E. 
Howard, who wrote the melody of ‘I 
Wonder,’ while Vogel contends simi- 
lar rights from lyricists, Will M. 
Hough and Frank R. Adams. Mrs. 
Harris’ counterclaim is that she has 
an assignment from Howard, which 
antedates all other assignments. Har- 
ris was the original publisher of the 
song. 
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WBUY SERENA 


“AMAPOLA” e 


COLUMBIA 
36244 — KAY KYSER 


BLUEBIRD. 
B11235—GLENN MILLER 
VICTOR 


27528 ——- BARRY WOOD 
27534 -— ART JARRETT 


“BREEZE AND 1” 
and Many More 


i 
Sy * 


DECCA 
3989 — TONY MARTIN 
3983 — RUSS MORGAN 
Released Soon —— ROY ROGERS 
Released Soon —— ROY SMECK 
OKEH 
6266 — GENE KRUPA 
6310 — CHARIOTEERS 





RECORDS 
ON SALE EVERYWHERE 


ORCHESTRATIONS, SHEET MUSIC 


ON SALE EVERYWHERE 


EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC CORPORATION 


RCA- BUILDING e« 


RADIO CITY « 


NEW YORK 


FRANK HENNIGS, General Professional Manager 





scl HOPEFUL, 





Networks Inquire About Quit 


tions Against Them, BMI 
and N.A.B. 


_—_—_— 


NBC MOST SANGUINE 





A high NBC official declared late 
yesterday afternoon (Tuesday) that 
there was a ‘very, very good chance’ 
of the network signaturing a con- 
tract with ASCAP this week. He 
declined to name the exact day, but 
added that he saw nothing at the 
moment that would prevent a con- 
summation of the deal by this Sat- 
urday’s (1) closing of business. CBS 
officials yesterday (Tuesday) report- 
ed that they were yet to hear from 
a number of affiliated station hold- 
outs, but they would not state 
whether CBS would close its agree- 
ment this week or whether ASCAP 
would be asked for a little more 
time to corral the rest of the affili- 
ated flock. This source added that 
it still ‘hoped’ to wind up things this 
week, 

In contrast, ASCAP’s management 
yesterday (Tuesday) beamed with 
assurance that the thing would be in 
the bag today (Wednesday) as far as 
NBC is concerned. This source dis- 
closed that Mark Woods, NBC v.p., 
accompanied by network counsel, is 
slated to visit the ASCAP offices at 
4 o’clock this afternoon (Wednesday) 
to put the finishing touches to all 
papers in the deal. It was also felt 
that CBS would not take more than 
a day or two longer to do likewise. 

The ASCAF board of directors 
holds its regular monthly meeting 
tomorrow (Thursday) and will hear 
reports from the management on 
the latest progress of the networks 
in tying up the loose ends of a 
deal. During the past several days 
the majority of the board members 
have been expressing optimism on 
the matter of obtaining signatured 
contracts from NBC and Columbia 
before the end of the current week. 
Most of them based this confidence 
on the visit that Edward Klauber, 
CBS executive v.p., paid them last 
Thursday (23). These directors felt 
assured that Klauber would not have | 
taken th 


posed to get the contract situation | 

cleaned up as quickly as possible. 
There were still some directors | 

inclined to regard the picture with | 


a dubious and skeptical view, but | 
they likewise felt that the Society 
had nothing to lose by going along 
with the networks for another week 
or two. 
ance before the ASCAP board last 
week the rank and file of the So- 
Continued on page 44) 


LUCKY STRIKE 
STRIKES OUT 
ASCAP 


Lucky Strike has introduced some- 
thing new in the compilation of its 
song popularity ratings. It credits 
all the current numbers which are 
based on a particular public domain 
melody, but when it comes to per- 
formance on the Hit Parade the 
number selected is one that falls 
within the BMI-licensed repertoire. 
In the list of top pop tunes issued 





| ber, is rated as No. 9. 


by Lucky for the current week ‘To- 
night We Love,’ a BMI-licensed num- 
An asterisk 
besides the figure ‘9’ refers to the 
following footnote: ‘Compilation 
combines the following titles, “To- 
night We Love,’ Tchaikowsky’s 
Piano Concerto in B Flat Minor and 
‘Concerto for Two.’ Latter two 


numbers are published by ASCAP | 


affiliates, Mills Music, Inc., and Sha- 
piro, Bernstein & Co., respectively. 


WEBS HELPFUL 


Claims on Anti-Trust Ac- 


Prior to Klauber’s appear- | 
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18 Months After His Walkout Klauber 
Re-Visits an ASCAP Board Meeting 





(Week Ending Oct. 25) 





Don’t Set World on Fire..... Cherio 


Tonight We Love........... Maestro 
i, 2 See eee, fi 
Wee ees sss es esee.--Kaycee 
Shepherd’s Serenade ...... Sheppard 
You Are My Sunshine..... Southern 
wiv Ute chen ec ee Marks 
mers (TONS. os a ikccccedecs Robbins 
Dre Bee Cer 6 hs ck a Campbell 
Guess I’ll Have Dream Rest...Block 
ey |. ee ee Melodylane 
BOE OE vies parckeke te Southern 


Why Don't We Do. .cicccedescoee 
City Called Heaven.........Warren 
Concerto for Two..=,.......Shapiro 








E. H. MORRIS’ NEW CORP. 


Will Retain Mayfair’s Separate Iden- 
tity—Buys Out Mercer 








Edwin H. Morris has formally 
closed the deal for the purchase of 
Johnny Mercer’s stock in Mercer & 
| Morris. Morris is considering the 
| merger of White-Smith, a catalog 
he acquired last year, with M&M 
and making the E. H. Morris Music 
Co. the corporate name. 


The Mayfair Music Co., which he 
also owns, would be continued as a 
separate entity. The catalog in the 
new corporation would represent 
both standard and popular numbers, 
but the activity will be mostly stand- 
ard. 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers| Appearance ‘of Edward Klauber, 


CBS executive v.p., at a meeting of 
the ASCAP board of directors last 


Thursday (23) constituted his first 
personal contact with members of 
this group since he walked out of a 
gathering in this same room in 
March, 1940. As much bitterness has 
meanwhile gone over the dam. When 
it was announced at last week’s 
meeting that Klauber was about to 
make an entry one of the ASCAP 
directors suggested that everybody 
exercise the utmost of decorum and 
refrain from voicing any wisecracks. 
Klauber, who came to assure the 
board that CBS, if given a few more 
days, would be able to submit sig- 
natured ASCAP contracts, was ac- 
companied by Mark Woods, NBC 
v.p., who had been conducting the 
negotiations with the Society for 
that network. Woods likewise ar- 
gued that ASCAP refrain from do- 
ing anything drastic because of the 
delay it was experiencing and like 
Klauber he declined to state just 
what day of this week consummated 
agreements could be expected. 


Seal of Sincerity 

Klauber and Woods visited the 
board after John G. Paine and E. C. 
Mills, ASCAP executives, had in- 
formed them that their board was in 
an intensely skeptical frame of mind 
and that there was a strong dispo- 
sition among theme to set a deadline 
for signatured contract with the al- 
ternative of calling all deals off. 
Paine and Mills added that the board 
was discounting their continued as- 
surances that network signatures 

(Continued on page 44) 
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Circuits Can't Budge AFM 


Continued from page 41 








ing to go that far, it’s believed that | Hippodrome, Baltimore. 


it will go further and sign the pact 
as is. 

Early last week it was reported | 
that Paramount had agreed with | 
Warner. Bros., Loew's and RKO to | 
hold out against the AFM’s new con- | 
tract. WB, Loew’s and RKO are re- 
ported to still be adamant, but Para- | 
mount’s stand is weakening, re- | 
putedly due to pressure from Bala- 
ban & Katz, a subsidiary. If Par 
signs, it’s unlikely that Warners, 
Loew’s and RKO would hold out for | 
long, as the competition from Par | 


houses playing name bands would be | 
too tough for other houses in nearby | 
opposition to withstand. 

Some of the independent theatres, 
caught short without good, if any, 





= 


Warner Bros. which some 
weeks ago undertook to get the 
U. S. Treasury to make it clear 
whether it would crack down 
on theatres for back social! secur- 
ity taxes apparently got no satis- 
faction although nobody will 
comment. Government auditors 
are hard-boiled about business- 
men who claim ‘our case is dif- 
ferent.’ This is the nub of the 
theatres’ dilemma as they see 
themselves forced by a union 
into a new type of contract un- 
der which they assume liabilities 
they previously avoided and get 
a bill from the Government not 
only future tense but past tense, 
too. 


_— 











film product and the prospect of 
having no bands, have already ca- 
pitulated to the AFM’s demands. 
Notable among them are the Brandt 
vaudfilmers, Windsor, Bronx, and 
Flatbush, Brooklyn, and the Central, 
Passaic, new theatre also booked by 
Arthur Fisher, who buys the shows 
for the Brandt houses. In some 
isolated cases, however, the indie 
stage show theatres are holding out. 
Among them is Izzy Rappaport’s 





RKO stated to be still adamant 
signing the pact in any 
Loew’s and RKO _ with 
long-established policy of 


against 
form. 
| their 


] word on this, with WB, Loew’s and 








| Straight vaude shows and only cc- 
The Hipp | casional users of bands in any of 
plays first-run ‘A’ films and also has | their houses, are best equipped to 


'a pit band, so Rappaport feels he / stand off a stalemate with the AFM. 


can get along with straight vaude | WB and Par, however, will be boxed 
shows. He naturally pays s.s. taxes|in, and their only alternatives in 
on his pit musicians, and can’t see | several situations, including N. Y., if 
also paying the tax on travelimg/ not signing the pact, will be to go 


| bands which turn in large profits for | straight pictures. 

Loew’s position was clearly de-| 
fined last week, when the State, on) 
Back of the theatres’ reluctance to | Broadway, which had pencilled in| 


their leaders. 
Back Tax Fears 


sign the AFM’s Form B contract,| Richard Himber’s band for tomor- 
which specifically states that the | row (Thursday), dropped the deal 
leader and individual musicians are | and is switching instead to a variety 
the employees in every situation| layout. At WB's Strand, where 


they play, is the fear of huge levies | Spitalny’s band is currently in the 


by Government and states for back | Second week of a possible five-week 
social security and unemployment | fun with ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), 
insurance taxes, plus cost of work- | there are ro trailers on the following 
men’s compensation. There’s no | Stage show. | At the Paramount, 
way of exactly estimating what the Johnny Long’s orch starts its second 
final cost to theatres will be, but one | Week today (Wednesday) of a three 
Paramount exec stated that the cir- and possible four-week run with 
cuit may be nicked as much as $250,- Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), and 
000 in retroactive social security the house is trailerizing the ‘coming’ 
taxes alone should the circuit sign | Jimmy Lunceford - Bill Robinson 
the new contract and then have the | Stage show. When Petrillo early last 























, : week set the Oct. 27 deadline, he 
sore eter Uncaulonment In. | sPecifically stated that all bands then 
surance and workmen’s compensa- | Playing engagements should be per- 
tion are even costlier items and it Sorat petbpaeg mayhem panes if — 
has been conservatively estimated the aan dline Cas We ou 
that Paramount, an extensive user ‘ 
of travelling orchs, might be soaked 
for around $1,000,000 all told. 

Up until yesterday (Tuesday) ASCAP 
neither Paramount nor Warner Bros. 
had yet finally decided on any alter- Continued from page 43 
native a, if ony. at their aor ciety had expressed itself as favor- 
way ecluxers, aramount and) ing calling off the terms granted 
Strand, respectively. If unable to get) WRC and Columbia and proceeding 
pecan he ae the bag: Pg Parrenseeg aiong the anti-trust lines discussed 
ng, at the Far, an UM spitainy,| within ASCAP some months ago. 
at the Strand, its most likely that . Quit Claim Question a 
both houses will revert to straight} "Another possible erimp to an im- 
' 2 ‘ ~|mediate peace developed over e 
paecapttig val one 5 «3 pag past weekend when network spokes - 
tage . - Te . men reminded ASCAP that it was 
a —. rag no way out into! tii] to deliver the signatures of all 
straight vaude shows. . : “sian ; 

It was reported Monday that Para- tase Ring ay ba gaged 
mount had sent a request to Petrillo Music, and the National Association 
in Chicago for another a On | of Broadcasters. The incident brought 
the matter. However, neither War-| 4, a clash of memories and under- 
ner Bros., Loew’s or RKO had any standings. 
ASCAP explained that what it had 





Mutual Network Plugs 


contract negotiations was not a de- 
livery of such signatures but rather 
that it would use its good offices to 





prevail upon the litigating members 
to submit releases. This refers par- 


The following tabulation of network popular music performances is not | ticularly to the 14 songwriters who 
confined to WOR, New York release for Mutual Broadcasting System, but |through the law firm of Daru & 


also includes the entire MBS chain. Compilation herewith covers the week 
beginning Oct. 20 (Monday) and ending Oct. 26 (Sunday), from 8 a.m. to | supreme 





Winter filed some time ago in N.Y. 
court an anti-trust suit 


2 a.m. based on daily recapitulations furnished by Accurate Reporting | against the two networks, BMI and 


Service and the MBS logs. 


the N.A.B. At the time of the con- 





TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL |tract negotiations ASCAP pointed 
cg BR Se oS eee eee ee ee ee ee ly ee 25 out to the networks that it could not 
Why Don’t We Do This More Often?...........-... SET 6 cxeses reanee 23 exert any pressure on this group 
i nt, ON AD ee rare he be honest eeree Willson eeseeessees 22 without violating the constitutional 
SC EE, PWG 6 bsch aise beseeacekesaapesdecaeses ae ererr ire 20 | rights of these writers and that all 
cae bo PRON Cob CEO e BSOC Ws CN RARE ITT ob 0 dds Oh a err 20 | it could promise was an inclusive re- 
EMM lar stitins ts Fane cet es acta vetacneesues DOWIE: sacavecece 18 | lease involving all forms of pending 
dc rh, ue we eh bb RE Dae eee e Cae ra Te Do eee 17 | or threatened litigation from ASCAP 
MND TRONS dcaceddndestboedscncpensveghvcegecesvees Southern ........+. 16} duly signatured by all ASCAP di- 
RT a CUMNNMIR, 6d kas 5646484546 b0% op OKs ObaEOR SIOMOOTE sc nacece 15 | rectors. This release would be bind- 
EN IS ge Pus sce en aOR LG Ce ew eh ces uses et esees WeSRY .cccccveces 14/ ing upon these directors personally 
Kiss Boys Goodbye—*‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’.......... | ren 12 | and their firms. 


* Filmusical. 


BMI management, acting under an | 


order it had received from Edward 








Klauber, CBS v.p., last Friday (24) 
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THREE THAT ARE AVAILABLE 
FOR ALL RADIO PROGRAMS 


ROMANTIC BALLAD 


DEAR ARABELLA 


TOPICAL RHYTHM SONG 


LEO TALENT, General Manager 
HERB LUTZ, Chicago Rep. 


| notified its Coast rep, Harry Engel, 
| that he was to refrain from dicker- 
|ing for filmusical scorés involving 
ASCAP writer-members or any in- 
dividual tunes written by ASCAP- 
ites pending the networks’ consum- 
mation of an agreement with 
ASCAP. Klauber had previously 
disclosed to ASCAP executives that 
he had not been aware of BMI’s ac- 
tivities in Hollywood and that when 
he found out about it he had ex- 
pressed himself as opposed to BMI 





RILLED 


® | invading this field while ASCAP 


| pubs were sitting back waiting for 
the networks to close a deal. The 


| wire which Merritt Tompkins, BMI 
| general manager, sent to Engel on 
| the subject stated that this was not 


to be considered the permanent 


(The Happy Cobbler) | Bt? 60 the eompany. 
NOVELTY WALTZ 


Klauber's Visit 

















NBC-CBS Plugs 7 


Following compilation of plugs on NBC and Columbdia’s New York out- 
lets covers the week beginning Oct, 20 (Monday) and ending Oct. 26 
(Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m., and is based on daily recapitulations fur- 











promised to NBC-CBS during the | 


of-New York, : 
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10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebozes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to VARIETY. Names 
cf more than one band or wocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 





: “ os i Aci ec ree wigiag Decca 
1. I Don’t Want Set World Fire (10) Cherio. ) Tommy Tucker ...... Okeh 
2. Piano Concerto B Flat (7) Martin....... Freddy Martin ....Bluebird 
Tonight We Love (1) Martin........ eae. 2 9 en Decca 
ak ene CONE kccccdscs Decca 
3. You and I (10) Willson....... ak oan } Glenn Boe, seeeee eee 
: : , Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 
©. eee Ae) SOs eas cat Fan ceeuseedeces tan } ak in | Bluebird 
5. You Made Me Love You (3) Broadway.. Harry James ..... Columbia 
i . , 5 a { Tommy Dorsey ...... Victor 
6. This Love of Mine (2) Embassy......... ) Tommy Tucker ....... Okeb 
lei § Bing Crosby.......... Decca 
7. You Are My Sunshine (8) Southern..... ) Tommy Tucker........Okeh 
8. Chattanooga Choo-Choo (1) Feist....... § Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 
(Johnny Long.......... Decca 
9. Guess I'll Dream Rest (10) Block....... j Glenn Miller. ...... Bluebird 
| Tommy Dorsey........ Victor 
Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

(2) ¢ 4 
A OE SPAREN TA) NOS. +6 40005008- Frankie Masters.......Okeh 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing 
in demand on the coin machines.) 
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Do You Care? (Campbell).............0.- | Bob pated anaes oo 
Why Don’t We Do This Often (BVC)....... } res gg Say lig ren 
Cowboy Serenade (Marks) ........sseees.: ee Wena 3, a a. 
panebieateaemacuammmene Sa 
Shepherd Serenade (Sheppard)............. + Seamny a... —— 
ee aise } Cart Hoff... kg wun 
Modern Design (Republic)........5... eeeee Sammy Kaye.........Victor. 
Ma, Miss Your Apple Pie (L0eb).......... Ser tants --.Deee 
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were imminent and they suggested 
the only way that the board’s sus- 
picions of an unlimited stall could 
be dissipated would be for Klauber 
and Woods to appear in person. 
After Klauber staged his sudden 
walkout in March, 1940, the ASCAP 


. management wrote William S. Paley, 


MUTUAL MUSIC SOCIETY, Inc. 


CBS prez, that it would prefer if 
he had some one other than Klauber 
represent the network in its deal- 
ings with the Society. Paley, in a 
replying letter, expressed surprise 
that the Society would have the 
temerity and bad grace to tell one 
of its best customers whom it should 


NEW YORK 

















— delegate to do business with ASCAP. 





OUR THANKS TO: 


NBC’S FRENCH-CANADIAN SINGING STAR 


JEAN CAVALL 


NOW APPEARING VERSAILLES CLUB NEw york 


For the Continuous Programming of Our Song 
“HELLO THERE” on All of His Unique 
“Person-to-Person Calis from Jean Cavalli” 
On NBC Blue Network and WNBT—Television 


LEVISON-EVANS MUSIC CORP., 336 W. 24th St., N. Y- 


—— 
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Chicago Nitery Operators in Move 
To Combat Employee Organizations 





Chicago, Oct. 28. 

There is a movement here for an 
organization that would be known 
as the Cafe Managers Assn. Tried 
unsuccessfully in the past, move is 
being headed by Dave Branower, of 
Harry’s New Yorker. 

Branower is rounding up cafe 
men primarily to combat pressure 
ef organized employee groups, in- 
cluding the American Guild of 
Variety Artists. 

Meeting of cafe owners, arranged 
by Branower, takes place today 
(Tuesday), with Branower claiming 
at least 75 cafe men will be in at- 
tendance. 

Latest straw which is cracking the 
cafe owners’ backs, says Branower, 
is the proposed six-day week by 
actors. If the situation continues 
there is a threat of ‘blackout’ by the 
cafes as a protest against the in- 
creased costs necessitated by the 
unions. 

Branower claims that his organi- 
zation will take in Cincinnati, Cleve- 
land and Detroit as well as Chi- 
cago. 


Conflict on Burley Date 
In Pitt Strips Ann Corio 
Of Night Club Booking 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 28. 

Ann Corio, the No. 1 burlesque 
peeler, almost had a week at the 
Yacht Club here—at $1,000. As a 
matter of fact, she did have it, for 
about six hours, or as long as it took 
George Jaffe, owner of the local bur- 
lesque house, the Casino, to learn 
about it. Then Jaffe shot into ac- 
tion and, presto, the Yacht Club and 
Miss Corio called the whole thing 
off. 


It happened this way. About 10 
days ago, the Casino announced that 
for one reason or another Miss 
Corio’s legit tour in ‘White Cargo’ 
had been called off and that she 
would open an engagement at the 
peel wheel outlet here on Nov. 23. 
But the stripper happened to be 
playing in Detroit at the time and 
ran into Little Jackie Heller, one of 
the operators of the Yacht Club, 
there. She told him she had a 
couple of weeks off before going 

















back into burley and he asked her | 


if she’d like to play his club. 
lady said«yes. 
Talked It Over 

So Heller talked it over with his 
brother-partner, Sol Heller, and they 
figured the $2-$2.50 minimum cus- 
tomers weren’t patrons of the four- 
bit burley house, so despite the fact 
that Miss Corio had already been 
penciled into the Casino, the deal 
was closed by phone and the Yacht 
Club announced the strip would be 
its headline attraction for the week 
of Nov. 7, just two weeks before 
she was to hit the Casino for the 
first time this season. 

Jaffe hit the ceiling. 
Hirst on the phone immediately and 
Hirst hit the ceiling» too. He con- 
tacted Miss Corio and told her she 
couldn’t do that to Jaffe—go into 
another Pittsburgh spot just a 
couple of weeks before she was to 
Miss Corio said she 
didn’t see where it would make any 
difference because a nitery’s a nitery 
and a burleycue house is a burley- 
Cue house and never the twain shall 
meet, or something like that. But 
Hirst said he’d see about that, 
whereupon Miss Corio decided to 
8ive the matter some thought her- 
Self. She called the Hellers and 
told them the situation and won- 
dered if they wouldn’t let her out 
of the agreement. The Hellers were 
800d friends of Jaffe’s. They didn’t 
want to-create any hard feelings, so 
they told La Corio to forget about it. 

Out in front of the Casino imme- 
diately went the billboards pro- 
Claiming ‘Ann Corio’s first Pitts- 
burgh appearance of the season at 
this theatre Nov. 23.’ 


He got Izzy | 








Chi AGVA Gives $500 


For Hospitalization 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 

Local office of the American Guild 
of Variety Artists has given $500 to 
the’ American Hospital here, which 
has been known for years as ‘the 
theatrical hospital.’ 

AGVA contribution is towards set- 
ting up regular hospitalization priv- 
ileges for } ow people. 


AGVA Woos AFM 
Aid on Pact Tiff 
With N. Y. Hotel 


American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists is making a determined effort to 
get New York Locai 802 of the mu- 
sicians union to stand behind it in 
its battle with the Park Central ho- 
tel, which has refused to enter into 
an agreement with AGVA. Latter is 
picketing the hostelry, which has a 
large show in the Cocoanut Grove, 
plus entertainment in the cocktail 
lounge. 

Through AGVA’'s efforts, the Com- 
bined Theatrical Crafts Council of 
N. Y., embracing 37 unions includ- 
ing AGVA and the musicians, will 


send a committee tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) to appear before Local 802’s 
board and ask the latter to stop mu- 
sicians from walking through 
AGVA’s picket line. 

AGVA is also asking the Teamsters 
Union to halt deliveries to the Park 
Central while the hotel is on AGVA’s 
‘unfair list.’ 


‘TCE- CAPADES’ $35,000, 
NEAR CAPACITY IN K.C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 28. 
‘Ice-Capades’ 








First seven days of 
at the Pla-Morice rink 


$1.10 and $1.75. Gross exceeds any- 
thing of previous years in this arena 
seating approximately 5,800. Gross 
represents virtual capacity and show 
plays 10 days in all. 

K. C. performances brought re- 
turn of Bernie Lyman and Eric 
Waite, both early season casualties, 
to player roster. Lyman cracked an 
ankle during the Atlantic City en- 
gagement and Waite returns after 
recuperating from an auto crask 
several weeks ago. Rosemary 
Stewart performed her turn solo, as 
| partner Robert Dench is hospitalized 
}in New York, 


Renee de tee Shifts 


Dates; Hotel Spot Too Big : 


Finding the room too big for her J 


to work in, Renee de Marco shifts 
from the Hotel Ambassador’s Trianon 
Room to Fefe’s Monte Carlo, N. Y., 
Nov. 5. 

Dancer will be backed by a vocal 
male quartet as part of her new solo 
offering. Meantime her ex-partner 
and husband, Tony de Marco, has 
Sally Craven opposite him in the 
forthcoming ‘Banjo Eyes,’ Eddie Can- 
tor stage musical. 





Del Casino, in a last-minute switch 
in bookings, goes into the El Dorado 
Rvuom of the Commodore Perry 
Hotel, Toledo on Nov. 13, Bill 
Bardo foliows in January. Lani Mc- 
Intire and his Aloha Islanders cur- 
rent. 


(21-27) | 


The | topped $35,000 at price range of 55c, 


THEATRE MAY PAY 
UGIAL SECURITY 


Position to Force Houses to 
Shell Out If Musicians 
Win Out on That Score— 
AGVA Will Also Insist on 
Workmen's Compensation, 
Unemployment Insurance 
Coverage 


— 


PRO-CON CLAIMS 





American Guild of Variety Artists 
is taking cognizance of the current 
dispute between theatres and the 
American Federation of Musicians 
on the latter’s new Form B contract, 
which makes it mandatory for the- 
atres to pay social security taxes 
on leaders and individual musicians 
of traveling bands. Should the 
AFM win out, AGVA states it will 
take steps to make all theatres pay 
s.s. taxes on all performers. 

Many houses up to now have been 
ducking the s.s, taxes on acts by 
claiming that they are buying inde- 
pendent contractors rather than hir- 
ing employes. AGVA has disputed 
this contention, but should the the- 
atres agree to pay the taxes on mu- 
sicians in name bands the actors’ 
union will be in the position to 


present a like demand for per- 
formers. 
Plus s.s. taxes, AGVA will also 


insist that theatres cover perform- 
ers on workmen’s compensation and 
unemployment insurance. 


Accident Liability Feared 
By Michigan Night Clubs 
On Rum Sold to Patrons 


Detroit, Oct. 28. 
nitery operators and 
tavern men are weeping in their bar 
towels following a decision in the 
Circuit Court here which threatens 
pray with a worse headache than 


any hangover. They are fearful that 

|a precedent was set when a jury in 
| Muskegon Circuit Court brought in 
|a $3,800 rap against Oscar Nichelson, 
operator of the Half Moon Tavern, 
near Whitehall, on which he was 
held liable on the theory that liquor 
he sold to a motorist was responsible 
for an automobile accident. 

The suit was brought against 
Nichelson by Kari Natalie Reed, a 
school teacher, who charged that 
drinks sold at the Half Moon caused 
one Riley Sherwood to drive his car 
into her’s, causing injuries. 








Michigan’s 








Joe E. Lewis as Chi Prez 


Of AGVA Seen Assured 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 

Annual election of officers by the 
|local American Guild of Variety 
| Artists will be held in December, 
and indications are that Joe E. 
Lewis will be a walk-in for the 
presidency. Lewis heads a ticket 
which has Dolly Kay listed for first 
v.p. and Ralph Cook as second v.p., 
with the incumbent executive com- 
mittee listed for complete re-elec- 
tion. 

This is the only ticket in the field 
now, and it appears that there will 
be no opposition. 








Toledo Vaude 


Toledo, O., Oct. 28. 

Willie Howard’s ‘Beachcombers of 
1942’ will weekend at the Rivoli here 
Oct. 31-Nov. 2. Ben Bernie band is 
‘scheduled for a full week at the 
Rivoli starting Nov. 7. 

Howard Feigley, manager, reports 
house will present vaude as fre- 
quently as possible this season. 





Variety Performers Union In 


GVA TAKES TAX STAN 





‘AGVA Members Push Kelly as Choice 
To Enforce Pennsy Booking Measure 





JEAN SABLON 


Now Appearing at 
Persian a 0 Hote! 


New York 
RENEWED FOR 8 WEEKS 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
Direction: Irving Lazar 


Auto Stunter Dies, 
Bulldoggler Hurt 
At St. Loo Show 


St. Louis, Oct. 28. 

One fatality, one serious injury 
and the loss of $2,180 in cash by 
another is the toll among perform- 
ers at the Sunbrock-Packs rodeo and 
‘thrill’ show held at the Arena last 
week. 

During the opening performance 
Tommy Marcus, 27, Hollywood auto- 
moble stunt driver, was trapped in 
his burning car and so badly burned 
that he died three days later at Dea- 
coness hospital. Marcus drove 
through a wall of burning oil-soaked 
| barrels, one of which apparently had 
quickly became a mass of flames. 
Fire extinguishers were fetched to 
put out the blaze before Marcus was 
hauled out of the car. His body was 
shipped to Attica, Ind., for burial. 








knocked unconscious and gored by a 
steer a few nights later. 
shock, severe cuts and bruises an 
required hospital treatment. The 
night before the show opened, Ole | 
Graham, a supervisor and performer 
with the Flying Bar X Rodeo, beefed 
to cops that $2,150 in cash was cop- 
ped from his room in a midtown 
hotel. 

With the American Guild of Var- 
iety Artists on guard to see that all 


ices, Tom Packs, local wrestling 
promoter, was aligned with Larry 
Sunbrock in handling the show. Be- 


cause he irked execs of the city’s 
$7,000,000 Municipal Auditorium 


tactics on occasions when he rented 
the convention hall in the building, 
Sunbrock, as a promoter, 
barred from further use of the 
structure. 

No beefs were made that the per- 
formers were not paid off for the 
show last week. Sunbrock has been 
involved on that score before. 





Benny Burke Mended 


Benny Burke, vet vaude agent, for 
the first time in months was back in 
his New York office 
(Tuesday). 

Burke early last summer under- 
went an abdominal operation and for 
a long time was in a critical condi- 
tion. 





Jack Charlotte playing at the 
Rendezvous Villa, Youngstown. 








Philadelphia, Oct. 28. 

Members of the American Guild 
of Variety. Artists are circulating 
petitions among show biz folk and 
trade unionists urging the appoint- 
ment of Thomas E. Kelly, one-time 
executive secretary of the local, as 
investigator for the State Depart- 
ment of Labor and Industry to en- 
force the new booking licensing law. 

AGVA members are dissatisfied at 
the alleged unenforcement of the 
new regulations, which were aimed 
to erase chiseling among bookers 
and protect performers. They claim 
that Kelly, who is getting the lion’s 
share of credit for pushing the bill 
through the Legislature, is the logi- 
cal man to help enforce the law. 

If Kelly gets the appointment, it 
will mean war from the agents in 
this town. The ten-percenters hold 
a grudge against Kelly dating back 
to the time when he ran the local 
American Federation of Actors, later 
40 become AGVA. 

Two weeks ago members of the 
Entertainment Managers Association 
(bookers) notified AGVA that they 
would refuse to deal with the union 
as long as Kelly had any connection 
with it. Ousted from AGVA during 
a battle with former national execu- 
tive secretary Hoyt C. Haddock, 
Kelly has recently made a comeback 
in the role of ‘legislative adviser.’ 

An AGVA delegation will go to 
Harrisburg, the state capital, within 
the next two weeks to present the 
Kelly petition to Lewis G. Hines, 
State Secretary of Labor and Indus- 
try. Meanwhile, AGVA strength- 
ened its bonds with Local 77, Musi- 
cians Union; with a pledge of the 
musicians’. president, ank Liuzzi, 
that the two unions will continue 
their role of mutual cooperation. 

Richard Mayo, executive secretary 
of AGVA, announced that beginning 
Nov. 21, a new wage scale will be 
in effect. The scales are raised from 
10 to 33% in the various classifica- 
tions. The higher jump is in the 
spots which book out of New York. 

The new minimum wage scales for 
single acts (outside of chorus) are: 
A-classifications, $75 a week; B, $55; 
C, $40, and D, $30. 


Bankoff-Cannon Win 
Pay Suit From M’w’kee 
Cafe After Booking Tiff 











Red Risto, Midland, Texas, was | 


He suffered | 


| his wife, for years standing in vaude 





performers are paid for their serv- | 


has been | 


yesterday | 


Milwaukee, Oct. 28. 
Confusion on whether a _ local 
nitery operator had booked a team 
as a ballroom pair or comedy act 
found its way into civil court here. 
Ivan Bankoff and Beth Cannon, 


as Bankoff and Girlie, were booked 
into the Tic Toe Tap, a downtown 
|nitery, as stars of the floor show, 
but Al Tusa, the proprietor, closed 
them after their second perform- 
| ance, claiming he had booked them 
|}as a ballroom dancing, team, not as 
|}a comedy act. 

| The dancers sued for $250 as two 
weeks’ salary at $125 per. When the 
case was heard by a jury in Judge 
Joseph E. Cordes’ civil court, the 
Bankoffs were awarded the full 
amount of their contract. 


Iliness Reduces Andrews 
From Trio to a Single 


Patti Andrews, of the Andrews 
Sisters, was forced to solo through 
the last two shows at the Paramount, 
New York, last Thursday (23), when 
grippe and high fever forced Max- 
ine out. Since only ¢wo of the 
girls wouldn’t blend vocally, La- 
Verne was also dropped and Patti 
went on. alone. LaVerne subse- 
quently also came down with a 
heavy cold. 

Par, which had played five shows 
the day Maxine went out, cut down 
to four next day (Friday) to lighten 
the load and enable alli three of the 
girls to work. Maxine was being at- 
tended by doctor and nurse between 
shows 


with some of his alleged unethical | 
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NIGHT CLUBS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 29, 191} 





Night Club Reviews 





BLUE ROOM, N. O. 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 


—— 


New Orleans, Oct. 24 


Paul Remos & ‘Toy Boys’, Doris 
Dupont, Muriel Byrd, Murphy Sis- 
ters, Carl Hoff Orch; $2 Minimum 
Saturdays. 





of their lifts and twirls. 
| 


| 
| 


their work notable chiefly for ease 
Doris Du- 
pont exhibits stamina and skill as a 
tapster. Muriel Byrd, pianist and 


| warbler, keeps things moving and 
Maurice & Cordoba, Ruth Petty,| lively during the time band is catch- whether school held or not, and it’s 


j 


A topnotch band and a half dozen 


swell acts make the new show 
the Blue Room of the Roosevelt a 
hit. It is gay, spirited and solidly 
put together without a letdown. ; 

Carl Hoff’s musical crew predomi- 
nates in the new offering, but there's 
plenty of dancing, singing, acrobatics 
and other fare to provide variety. 
One of the outstanding bands to ap- 
pear here, Hoff’s music includes 
sweet as well as swing. It is pleas- 
ant to listen to although slightly 
heavy on the brass side when 
caught. Hoff is an easy-going, per- 
sonable maestro. His band satisfies 
from all angles and it generated 
plenty of audience enthusiasm at this 
dinner show. The band also pro- 
vides nice background for acts in 
addition to dishing it out for danc- 
ers in way that kept floor crowded. 

Paul Remos and his Toy Boys are 
winners, the audience being sold 
with first glimpse of the two acro- 
batic midgets. Ruth Petty is play- 
ing a return. She has swell pipes, 
tip-top delivery and an ace-high per- 
sonality. Arrangements of ‘Mean to 
Me,’ ‘There’ll Be Some Changes 
Made’ and ‘Strawberry Blonde’. net- 
ted plenty of palm pounding. She 
encores with cowboy medley and 
‘Down Yonder in New Orleans.” * 

Maurice and Cordoba, suave dance 
team, do waltzes to Latin turns. The 
pair’s work is smooth and clever and 


in | 


| 





ing its wind. Got nice hand. The 
Murphy Sisters, featured trio with 


band, also rated bows for their har- | 


monizing. Liuzza. 


YACHT CLUB, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 21. 
Herman Middleman Orch (8), 
Mildred Bailey, Christine Forsythe, 
Leon Fields, Franco & Beryl, For- 
tunellos (2), Shirley Heller; $1.50-$2 
Minimum. : 








Hellers have another winner in 
Mildred Bailey, playing her first 
nitery engagement in Pittsburgh. 
She’s been here before, but always 
in theatres or dancehalls. Yacht 
Club’s been most successful with 
singing headliners. Recently Jerry 
Cooper was in for couple of weeks 
and Ethel Shutta has been set to 
follow Miss Bailey. Latter is still a 
crack song-seller and has ’em holler- 
ing for ‘Rockin’ Chair’ all through 
her repertoire. Eventually gives it 
to the crowd, of course, but not be- 
fore she has them in the palm of her 
hand with a_ succession of’ wham 
pops. The Bailey voice may not be 
everything it was a few years ago, 
but there’s enough of it left to go a 
long way. Besides, the hefty dame 
has learned how to salve with style 
as well as pipes. 


Remainder of bill makes u en- 
erally what is best all-around show 
Yacht Club’s had in months. Sure 


bet for musicals one of these days 
is a tapper by the name of Christine 











THTO GUIZAR 


Just returned from All-Time Record-Breaking 
Engagements In Caracas — Columbia 


—Panama—and Guatemala 


* 


CURRENTLY 
LOEW’S STATE, NEW YorK 
(WEEK OCT. 23) 


* 


OPENING FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14 
WALDORF ASTORIA, NEW YORK, 
FOR EXTENDED ENGAGEMENT... 








Latest VICTOR Releases 
LITTLE PRINCESS 
DARLING CAMELA 

TIME WAS 
YOURS 











Exclusive Management 


MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


| Forsythe. She’s a striking looker 
who hoofs with the best of ’em and 
is an unusual type, being well over 
six feet tall. Carries herself like 
a half-pint, however, and spins and 
taps herself into a_ solid smash. 
M.c.’ing is handled by Leon Fields, 
a clever comedian who'd be twice as 
|elever it someone would edit his 
| material. Has a nice, casual man- 
| ner, somewhat on the order of Frank 
|Fay, and acts as if he didn’t care 





| 


| comtagsous. Young man definitely 
has possibilities. 
Dance team of Franco and Beryl 
|} is a smash for their first two num- 
| bers but after that it develops that 
everything they do is the same rou- 
tine to different music. Guy’s an 
expert at giving the dame a dizzy 
whirl, which is very showy, but 
trouble is couple don’t mix it up 
with anything else. Have a novelty 
that’s done without music, and it’s 
good, as is their subsequent number, 
but then it’s simple duplication. 
Show opens with Fortunellos, good 
acrobatic team that could do with 
less cute stuff from the little fellow, 
however, and more straight tum- 
bling. 

Herman Middleman’s band backs 
up the show expertly and doesn’t do 
a bad job either on the dansapation. 
Rhumbas are getting better and 
their conventional stuff is in the 
groove. Shirley Heller does the vo- 
cals. She’s competent. Cohen, 


(BRUNSWICK HOTEL) 
Boston, Oct. 24. 
Raymond Scott Orch (14), with 
Roberta, Billy Leech. 





After considerable experimenting 
with various combinations of styles 
while on his recent summer-long 
jaunt to Denver and back, Raymond 
Scott unveiled an entirely different 
band in this room Friday (24) night. 
It still socks home those uniquely 
marked and easily recognizable 
Scott arrangements, but whereas it 
once had trouble delivering pops 
and good dance tempos, it now 
glides over the latter with an ease 





and flexibility that surprises one 
who hasn’t heard the band in 
months. 


Scott has developed a new and ex- 
| tremely pleasing tone quality via a 
| combination of various instruments 
jand he has threaded the _ idea 
| through almost all of the stuff now 
in his books. It lends itself particu- 
llarly to ballads and light rhythm 
|numbers, but can even be detected 
|in some of his own specialties. 

Though the leader has replaced 
three or four men within the past 
few weeks, there’s no easily notice- 
able roughness that might stem 
from new men breaking in. Made 
up of four trumpets, two trombones, 
|four saxes and three rhythm, the 
| group clicks off its smartly written 
| stuff -in fine, listenable and dance- 
|able style. Though there are only 
ithree rhythm instruments (guitar 
missing, but will be replaced), a 
new drummer, a comparative young- 
ster picked up in the midwest, sup- 
plies a beat and hold on tempo that 
makes the absence of strings almost 
undetectable. 

Roberta, once vocalist with Johnny 





SEVEN GABLES INN 


(MILFORD, CONN.) 


Milford, Conn., Oct. 16. 
Bruce Haley Orch (11). 





Here’s*a Boston Post Road spot 
that started out as a crackerbox and 
has now reached a 600-seat capacity, 
drawing trade from all over south- 
ern Connecticut.. Friday and Satur- 
day are the big dansapation eves, 
with Sunday biz largely confined to 
the type of Sabbath diner who likes 


sweet swing with his spinach. Bal- 
ance of week holds its own with 
moderate business. 

Inn is artistically arranged, with 


a lengthy oval dome effect over the 
dance surface. Blue background on 


dome can be varied with shifting 
spotlights for colorful results. 
There’s a novel latticed device that 


is utilized to block off sections of 
the main room into private quarters. 
Spot is equally well known for its 
food and its. musical entertainment. 
It was here that Frankie Carle pre- 
| sided over the ivories until his ‘Sun- 
|rise Serenade’ skyrocketed him to 
bigger and better things with Horace 
Heidt. Present band had Leigh 
| Knowles swinging the baton for 
| quite a spell until he stepped over to 
the Charlie Spivak crew. Tempo 
beating is now handled by Bruce 
Haley, vocalist when Knowles was 
fronting. 
Setup is a four-sax, three-trumpet, 
trombone, string bass, piano and 
| drums affair. When caught, this ag- 
| gregation gave out nice rhythm for 
| the hoofing element, also tones that 
| were not hard on the ear. Haley still 


ing {which he does standing at the 
mike). Lad displays a fair baritone 
| but doesn’t seem quite sure of him- 





| self. Answer may be because his 
| shift from singer to leader is a 
fairly recent one. Bone. 





Bermuda Terrace, Boston, *' 


MAISONETTE, N. Y. 


(HOTEL ST. REGIS) 
Eve Ortega, The Segovias (2), 
Nicholas Matthey bands (6), Yasha 
Nazarenko; $3 minimum. 





The Maisonette Russe in the Hotel 
St. Regis, with the Russe part of it 
dropped, despite the renewed sym- 
patico for anything in the vodka 
idiom, has reopened, after being dark 
all last season. Its revival is in 
line with the pro-borscht attitude, 
even though the billing is on the 
conservative side. 

Still a class room, with emphasis 
on caviar, blini and beef Strogonoff, 
the show is mediocre and out-of-tune 
with the environment. It manifests 
a need for revamping into something 
more ultra to conform with the gen- 
eral atmosphere. Supposedly an in- 
formal boite, in contrast to the swank 
Iridium Room within the same 
hostelry, this is no ‘basket-party-wel- 
come’ joint. Menu is steep and serv- 
ice ultra, hence the show must per- 
force match the standard. 

What unfolds is an indifferent as- 
sortment. Yasha Nazarenko, who 
has been here before, is the emcee, a 
tall, personable Russian who does 
two guitar solos in somnolent, char- 


acteristic voice that doesn’t match his | 


impeccable white-tie-and-tails. Fur- 
ther, what he has to introduce is 
done with an almost apologetic air. 


Eve Ortega, who is also a returner, 
Latin, French and _ English 
ditties acceptably but, on her own, 
isn’t hefty enough to bolster the 
20 minutes’ unfolding. That goes also 
for Lolita and Alberto Segovia, with 
their Spanish terps, while Nicholas 
Matthey, last at the Russian 
Kretchma, alternately heads the 
U. S. and tzigane dance combos. 


The Maisonette lends itself to one 
strong personality, with the bands 
sufficient unto the purpose thereof 
although, for the dinner sessions, 
there might be a little more emphasis 
on the cymbalom and kindred native 
Russian instrumentation. Instead, 
the veering away from the charac- 





teristic, which seems to be a patent 
|motif, works in reverse. Room, of 


|course, has been out of its stride for | 
undoubtedly the} 


|a full year, and 
| maitre, August, who generally cues 


ithe management on those things, will | 


As a din- 
environment, the 
is one of the most rest- 
York, parring the _ best 


|}assert his observations. 
ing-dancing 
| Maisonette 
ful in New 


| Class rooms extant, but the entertain- 
;}ment hors d’ouvres need revamping. 


Abel. 


Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 


‘Good Neighbor Fiesta” Julio & | 
Kiki, Felipe De Flores, Carmen Mon- | 





Green and other big bands, works 
smoothly in easy, flexible voice, and 
Billy Leech, formerly of KDKA, | 
Pittsburgh, rates as a new find. His | 
range and pleasing delivery make 
him a valuable addition to Scott’s 
crew. Wood. 


carries the vocals, as well as direct- 


toya, Belen Ortega, Anita 
Maya orch (8): Don Gilberto orch 
(10); revue produced by Julio Rich- 
ards; $2 and $2.50 minimums. 


Havana-Madrid, which started its 
| fifth year of continuous operation on 
| Broadway last week (22), has a com- 
| pact little winner in its new show. A 
| trifle top-heavy on vocalists as pres- 
{ently geared, revue stacks up as a 
| nice nitery entertainment buy. 
Felipe De Flores is a happy choice 
as m.c., combining solid ballads with 
}an ingratiating manner in introing 
the acts. Known in Mexico for his 
| singing, Flores wears typical Mexi- 
| can rural garb. On for four songs, 
|‘Amori’ and ‘El Brava’ are standout. 


Julio and Kiki, latter a comely 
| redhead, are sufficiently clicko to be 
|spotted more prominently. As it is 

they give two fast encores and leave 
auditors clamoring for more. Femme 


Rabal, | 
| Carla & Fernand chorus (8): Froilan 


dancer is very fast in a Samba num. 
ber with Julio. The two encores 
are variations of the same. Pair 
are on again at the finale for brief 
terps. 

Flamenco dancing, with the click. 
ing castanets and much foot-stomp- 
ing, puts over Carla and Fernando 
It's a variation from the more exotie 
South American numbers. Anita 
Rabal sings the music for the open. 
ing ensemble without attracting too 
much attention. Carmen Montoya 
striking black-haired dancer, goes 
over nicely with her flashy ‘Espanol. 
erias’ terps effort. 

Beien Ortega, attractive miss, bal- 
lads two typical Spanish tunes with 
pert effectiveness; then does a pair 
of encore songs, best of which is 
‘Rio Rita.’ 

Outstanding chorus number is the 
Samba, which brings on Julio and 
Kiki. Finale, while colorful, lacks 
the verve expected from Latin- 
American group. Julio Richards (of 
Julio-Kiki team) did a showmanly 
job even if the choreography is un- 
original. Froilan Maya’s crack Pan- 
American crew plays the show, while 
Don Gilberto’s orch provides the 
music for the dancing-—bearing down 
on the strictly Latinesque tunes. 

Wear. 


FAMOUS DOOR, N. Y. 


Henry Nemo Orch (14) with Doro- 
thy Kay; Anita Boyer, Sammy Walsh, 
3 Debs; No Cover, $1 minimum 
weekdays, $2 Weekends. 





Since it faded as a buildup spot 
for new bands, along with, inci- 
dentally, the dropoff of 52d street's 
reputation as ‘swing alley,’ the Fa- 
mous Door has had a varied ex- 
istence. It was shuttered for awhile, 
but recently reopened under new 
management with Andy Kirk’s col- 
ored band. Present show, whose 
three top names get equal billing, 
is an effort to pull back the the- 
atrical crowd. It marks the New 
York debut of songwriter-Broadway 
funsted-al lib artist Henry Nemo as 
a bandleader. 


Despite the presence of vocalist 
Anita Boyer and m.c.-comedian 
Sammy Walsh, it was Nemo whom 
an opening night (Thursday) ca- 
pacity mob crowded in to see and 
hear. They came to catch his band 
(which he led during the summer 
at Grossinger’s, Ferndale, N. Y.) and 
howl at his antics. They weren't 
disappointed despite the fact that the 
opening apparently had him nervous 
| and his stuff suffered. He tossed off 
ihis own peculair brand of jive double 
talk, and earned strong response. 

Nemo’s instrumental combination 
|of four sax, three trumpets, two 
| trombones, four rhythm, is at this 
point only backing for his comedy. 





It’s a rough group that will prob- 
ably become smoother with time, 


but that it will ever overshadow its 
leader is doubtful. Its arrangements 
are fair. Dorothy Kay, vocalist, is 
capable. Band uses a tag-line, ‘Hit 
the Beam With the Neam.’ 

Show, with Nemo taking part, runs 
;} about an hour. Leader does an imi- 
'tation of Charlie Chaplin doing 
| magico that has severai good mo- 
iments. Miss Boyer, former vocalist 
| with several name. bands, easily 
| handles pop tunes, but the first, 


|‘Deed I Do,’ isn’t a strong enough 
} opener Others are ‘Jim,’ ‘Minnie 
From ‘Trinidad’ and ‘Time Was.’ 
| Walsh's interlude is fair in spots 


and bright in others. His best con- 
| tributions are a couple of tunes in 
| which he uses a deadpanned stooge 
as a foil. Wood. 


| 
| Harry Lee and Max Lerner opened 
}at Jim Otto’s club in Los Angeles. 
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The Good Old Days 


Seeeeeeerr 


Herewith appears a Variety review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 
1921 with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these 
reviews other than the interest they may have tm recalling the acts which 
were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 
(booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 








(Reprinted from Variety of Oct. 28, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 








| 





With a troupe that cost more than the ‘Follies’—and was worth more— 
the Palace this week had probably the best entertainment in America. 
From overture to Aesop’s Fables the show zipped through with a whizz 
and a whirr of notable names, singular specialties, vivid variety and a 
plaze of glory. 

Little Ruth Roye breezed on at 10:50, and followed Whiteman’s Band, 
Hal Skelly, Arnold Daly, Charles King and Lila Rhodes and Venita Gould. 
And she didnt’ lose a taxpayer. Her kettle of fish bubbled and the busy 
little comic added a knockout to what seemed already too much. The 
Avon Comedy Four did not fare quite so well in holding the overflow 
throng solid, but more people remained in to see them probably than 
saw any part of any other vaudeville stow in town Tuesday night, and 
the comedy and singing clicked and held for encores. 


Whiteman’s Band was moved down second after intermission, though 
programed No. 3. His open time is between 10 and 11 only, causing the 
switch. Perhaps it was just as well. On too early this bunch of specialty 
musicians would have mutilated the show. Closing would be the ideal 
spot and it would be an ideal closer, guaranteed to ‘stop’ a show even if 
there were no more show to ‘stop.’ 

Hal Skelly and the peppy little pinch of quicksilver called Midgie 
Miller, assisted by a blonde and a raven-head, cantered in with a song- 
dance-farce that never muffed for a line, a step or a note. The idea is 
humorous, Skelly is fast and sure-shot, and the double dances with Miss 
Miller rocked the house. A panto dance bit for an encore in ‘one’ was 

rime. Midgie is a Daphne Pollard, perhaps not so readily recognized 

ere, where she grew up. If she did in London what she is doing at the 
Palace she would be an overfight star. So would Skelly, for that mat- 
ter. Great act. 

Arnold Daly, the supposed ‘highbrow,’ ripped off ‘The Van Dyck’ with 
the highest grade low comedy seen in sketch work this year. From the 
second he entered the action hummed. William Norris, who was a star 
more than 20 years ago, is still one, and his support work was per- 
fect.” Another riot. Venita Gould, however, really copped the noise 
honors of the night. One impersonation after another had ’em howling 
and clapping and ahing. Hers was a remarkable triumph, and she was 
truly embarrassed and flabbergasted by the appreciation and retired ex- 
hausted from playing and bowing and apologizing and thanking. 

Charlie King and Lila Rhodes, assisted by Sidney Franklin at the piano 
and in talk, wafted over the high spots of a very flimsy comedy idea. The 
laughs were pleasant, if not thick, but the songs, the dances and the 
welcome personalities sent the act in and over. Miss Rhodes looks chic 
and charming after her lengthy retirement. She used to promise much 
in the heyday of the shows in which her uncle (George M. Cohan) starred 
She looks the same child now. King, too, was the juvenile of seasons 
back. It was all very hospitable taken, and the encore speech was 
justified. 

Pearson, Newport & Pearson, in a handy routine of dance, melody and 
snappy bits, made the No. 2 spot important, and will probably never be 
askéd to show so early anywhere else. Durkin’s European Novelty, dogs 
and monkeys, comedy and stunts, opened the opry with a smash. 

No use talking, the Palace (New York) is still the unrivaled throneroom 
of ‘supreme’ vaudeville, no matter who else may claim it. Lait. 


Dallas Cafe to Open 
Tee completely revamped line, is sched- 


Dallas, Oct. 28. uled to open at Leon & Eddie’s, 

New winter quarters of The Plan- | Y., on Friday (31) with Eddie 
tation, built in the past few weeks,| Davis again headlining. Among 
will open Thursday night (30). those slated for new production are 





L. & E.’s NEW LINEUP 


New Bobby Sanford revue, with 


Dusty Rhodes’ orch has been set.| Yvonne Moray, Wesson Bros., Gene | 

















ay Dwight. 

® TERRY LAWLOR ® ais bo Gene hederes Semma.-euvouee 

@ HURRICANE, NEW YORK @ | Presentation. 
NOW... 

e BOOKED BY 


° KEN LATER 
48 W. 48th 8t. New York 





Bobby Pincus, comedian, is head- 
ing new show at Dinty’s Terrace 
Garden on the Albany-Saratoga 
road. 


ILLIE SHORE 


Now Playing 
TROUVILLE CLUB 
Hollywood 














PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 


AL BORDE 
203 N. WABASH AVE. 


Franklin 4406 Chicago, Ill. 


Stockwell, and De Lisse and Elliott | 
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WITH APPRECIATION TO 
MR. JOHN ROY 
THE RAINBOW ROOM 


LAURA DEANE DUTTON 


Appearing Nightly — La Martinique 











Friendly Joins Fisher 


Dan Friendly, Monday (27), joined 
Arthur Fisher’s indie booking office 
as an associate. 

Friendly was first offered the post 
of associate to Harry Romm, who is 
remaining with General Amus. Corp. 
after all, but decided instead to take 
Fisher’s offer. Romm’s brother, 
Leonard, is leaving GAC, although 
it was set for him to remain even if 
Harry Romm left. Latter is said to 
have accepted GAC’s terms of a flat 
salary instead of a piece of the thea- 
tre department’s income. 


HOPE-COLONNA UP S. F. 
AUTO SHOW TO 366 NET 


San Francisco, Oct. 28. 

San Francisco’s annual auto show, 
starring Bob Hope and Jerry Co- 
lonna, netted about $36,000 last 
week, under last year’s total of 
$49,000, but still excellent. Show 
closed Sunday night. 

Hope, in on a 50-50 split from the 
first dollar, is reported to have taken 
out between $9,500-$10,000 after pay- 
ing off the acts, 


Harry Howard Finally 
Reaches AGVA Accord 


Chicago, Oct. 28. 

Harry Howard, whose units were 
cancelled for midwest time due to 
lack of agreements with the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists, has 
signed AGVA contract in Cleve- 
land. 

Howard has come to Chicago to 
straighten out final union details and 
to okay dates for the Oriental the- 
atre here and Riverside, Milwaukee. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 























Saranac, N. Y., Oct. 28. 

Dolph Singer, author and song- 
writer who ozoned here successfully, 
in for a general checkup. Reports 
were okay. 

Sonja Henie and Mrs. Duke Daley, 
the former Paula Stone, daughter of 
Fred Stone, have joined the Saranac 
Lake Bobsied Club. 

Jimmy Johnston, the fight man- 
ager, stopped off at the Will Rogers 
to mitt his ex-sec, Margie Regan, 
who is doing mighty well at the 
ozoning routine. 

Anna May Teslo, former protegee 
of George Abbott, on the mend. 

Stanley Rauch bedsided by his 
dad. Ditto fathers of Colin Tracy 
and Toody Emerson. 

Lou Bety and Mike Cojohn dis- 





| 


charged from the general hospital 
and back to the Will Rogers for 
ozoning. 

Jackie Roberts, who left here long 
ago after making the grade at the 
Rogers, here for a general checkup. 
Medico said okay. 

Harry Martin back from his Big 
Town vacash, has been handed mild 
exercise routine and allowed up for 
one meal at the lodge. 

Roy Nunnley, who mastered a seri- 
ous setback, is among the outstand- 
ing comebacks of the colony. 

Donald Fairchild, former star of 
the ‘Danbury Follies,’ will produce 
all the comedy scenes for the Will 
Rogers Halowe’en party. Will be as- 
sisted by Ben Schaffer, Eddie Dowd 
and Harry Martin. Richard ‘Dickie’ 
Moore will have charge of the glee 
elub. 

John Louden assigned as down- 
town shopper for the gang, which 
means he’s made the grade. 

Pat Rogers, ex-minstrelman and a 
Worcester, “Mass., product, doing 
nicely after kayoing pneumonia. He 
trouped with this writer 30 years 
ago with the Guy Bros. Minstrels. 

(Write to those who are ill.) 





New Act 


TAMPA BOYS (2) 
Song, Dance, Instrumental 
7 Mins, 
Apollo, New York 

Boys try to cover too much terri- 
tory. Displaying definite hoofing 
talent, one of the lads in particular 
uncorks a couple of dandy sample 
routines before switching to pallid 
comedy. Partner comes on with 
guitar, later adding a bazooka while 








the other chimes in with an empty 
glass jar for musical effect of doubt- 
| ful calibre. 

Melody department needs tighten- 
jing while concentration on dance 
| numbers would likely yield stronger 
| returns. Mori. 


avowne ane ase CLUB. MODERNE, 
heewesieces AE SOUT BT 
TAX BUREAU 


vaude-booking office has taken over 
the Opera House, Bayonne, N. J., and 
San Francisco, Oct. 28. 
When Shirley Deane arrived in 





will run it themselves. - Will play 
bands Fridays, Saturdays and Sun- 
days, dual bills rest of the week. 
Dows take possession Nov. 7 when 
the Louis Prima band opens. 


Agents have an interest in the 
Shubert, New Haven, in association 





with the Yorkhaven Amusement En- 
terprises, and are also in at the Penn, 
Altoona, Pa., in affiliation with Izzy 


Frisco last Tuesday (21) to open a 
date at the Club Moderne she found 
a collector of Internal Revenue pad- 


lock on the door. Spot, operated by 
Joe Merillo, has reportedly been in 
difficulties for some time, but re- 





Hirst. 
cently had enjoyed a jump in biz. 


AGVA Pickets Mpls. cent “mp in bis 
° pot may reopen either tonig 
Burley, Claims Low Pay (Tuesday) or tomorrow. 


Spot got itself in a dither with 
two-week booking of Estelle Taylor. 
Minneapolis, Oct. 28. Morello reportedly tried to cancel 

American Guild of Variety Artists| the singer after the first night, re- 
has called strike against and Is pick- | sulting in a running fight with Vince 
eting the Gayety theatre, operated | Silk, of American Guild of Variety 
by David Gillman with ‘Follies | Artists, who kept gal in the spot and 
Girlesque,’ modified burlesque stage | collected her salary of $750 a week 
show. in full. 

Up before J. L. Kelley, state la- 
bor conciliator, Gillman refused to 
sign with AGVA, claiming his shows 
are stock burlesque. Ted Brown 
Alch, local AGVA_ representative, 
pointed out, however, that Gillman 
isn’t signed up with Brother Artists 
Assn., burley union. He charged 
that salaries being paid 10 perform- 
ers are considerably below AGVA 
scale. 








Esquire Club, Youngstown, has 
changed its name to the Na-Na- Club 
after a national magazine (guess 
which one) threatened three suits. 
So announced Jack Lumbard, man- 
ager. 





Murray ‘Hats’ Parker leading new 
show at the It Cafe in Hollywood. 


——— ____ _- “== 
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The Management of the 


SAVOY - PLAZA 


New York 


Her Latest Accomplishment 


SETTING 
AN ALL TIME 
RECORD 


in the 


AFE LOUNGE 


During Her Opening Week 


Congratulates 


GARD 


on 
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To The Savoy-Plaza Management— 
Thank you so very much Mr. Henry 

Rost and Mr, George Suter for your 

cooperation and appreciation. 


4 
(signed) Hildegarde. 3 
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Overwhelming Equity Affirmative 





On Rule Against Reds, Nazis, Etc. 


Returns on Equity’s referendum on 
the question of adding an amend- 
ment to the constitution barring 
Reds, Nazis and Fascists from hold- 
ing office or employment in the asso- 
ciation, have started to come in. Re- 
plies are placed in the ballot box, 
not to be counted until Nov. 15, final 
date for acceptance of the referen- 
dum vote. 

Indications are, however, that the 
membership will vote overwhelm- 
ingly in the affirmative. Certain in- 
dividuals prevented the proposal 
from being okayed by the council, 
but they are said to be a small 
minority. Conceded even by those 
who opposed taking such action at 
this time because of muddled world 
conditions that the membership will 
override the council, as did a part 
of the association when the referen- 
dum was decided on at a recent 


- quarterly meeting. 


That Equityites will so act is predi- 
cated on the fact that anti-ism senti- 
ment is wide-spread and growing, 
while many organizations and unions 
have adopted similar resolutions, if 
not constitutional amendments. 

Equity’s head, Bert Lytell, a lead- 
ing proponent for adoption of the 
measure, appeared Monday (27) at 
Madison Square Garden in a benefit 
performance for the Russian War 
Relief. Gilbert Miller was honorary 
chairman of the entertainment divi- 
sion. 

To handle the referendum vote, 
the Equity council yesterday (Tues- 
day) appointed Hiram Sherman and 
Richard Taber, tellers; Donald Ran- 
dolph and E. John Kennedy, alter- 
nates, and Mervyn Williams and 
Alexander Clarke, watchers. 


BUTTERWORTH, WYNN 
ARE ROAD CASUALTIES 


Latest road foldup is ‘Western 
Union, Please,’ called in after one 
week at the Studebaker, Chicago. 
Show was presented by Aldrich & 
Myers and in some road places it 
was called ‘Father’s Day.’ Play re- 
verted to the original title for the 
disappointing Chicago date. It 
May go on again with Charles But- 
terworth, who was starred. Actor is 
still interested in the part, which is 
to be extensively rewritten. 

Reports from the road also have it 
that Ed Wynn’s ‘Boys and Girls To- 
gether’ will stop in St. Louis Nov. 8. 
Musical, which brought comic back 
to the stage after several years in 
retirement, did very well during the 
opening portion of its Broadway en- 
Sagement. On tour business was 
known to be spotty, so the actor- 
Manager decided on cancelling the 
balance of the show’s bookings. It 
appears to have been scaled too high 
at $3.30 top, especially in the smaller 
stands. 

Longest tour in years had been 
arranged for ‘Boys,’ bookings being 
Coast to coast. Itinerary included 
more than 100 one-nighters and it 
was atranged that the company 








Temain on board their sleeping cars | 


when a succession of such dates were 
played. 


Bill McBride Better 


William McBride appeared in Mc- 
Bride’s ticket agency on Broddway 
early this week, for the first time in 
seven weeks. 

He was ordered to slow down by 
the doctor and followed orders, rest- 
ing at home. Ticket man now sched- 
ules office visits only once in awhile. 








Engagements 


Bobby Clark, Mary Boland, Walter 
Hampden, Donald Burr, Haile 
Stoddard, Helen Ford, ‘The Rivals.’ 

Grete Mosheim, ‘Letters to Lu- 
eerne.’ 

Cecilia Loftus, Walter Slezak, 
Lily Cahill, Leona Powers, Ann Ma- 
son, Grant Mills, Anita Magee, Ray- 
mond Roe, Wanda Paul, Edmond 
Abel, R. V. Whitaker, ‘Little Dark 
Horse,’ 

Margo, Sam Jaffe, Karl Malden, 
Byron McGrath, Berna Ostertag, 
The King’s Maid.’ 

Dorothy Sands, Royal Beal, Em- 
mett Rogers, ‘Papa Is All.’ 





ROSE IN RECONCILIATION 
WITH UBO, LEE SHUBERT 


Billy Rose has settled his differ- 
ences with the United Booking Office 
over the requirements called for in 
the booking office’s regulation con- 
tracts for his ‘Clash By Night,’ which 
opened in Detroit Monday (27). Rose 
booked the show independently in 
that stand and in Baltimore, which 
appears to have given the UBO out- 
fit considerable concern. It’s re- 
ported the UBO dislikes ructions 
with managers because it might lead 
to additional controversy with other 
showmen. 

Rose objected to a_ stipulation 
whereby the UBO shall have the ex- 
clusive right to book ‘Clash’ so long 
as it operates. It is intimated that 
certain concessions were given Rose, 
but he declined to say just what deal 
was made. . 

Known that he and Lee Shubert, 
one of those interested in UBO, 
talked it over and the truce resulted. 
They had not been on friendly 
terms for several Yéars. Rose denied 
the report that the deal with UBO 
was arranged only after he had 
failed to find a suitable indie N. Y. 
house. He said ‘Clash’ will remain 
on the road for some weeks. 


Basic Contract Ready 


- For Signing by Mgrs. 
And Equity After Delay 


Basic. agreement between the 
League of New York Theatres and 
Equity was ready for signaturing 
early this week. It was slated to be 
signatured today at three p.m., Mar- 
cus Heiman acting for the managers 
and Bert Lytell for Equity. Agree- 
ment stipulates that Equity will 
make no changes of policy or rules 
for the next two years. Some delay 
had been occasioned by stipulations 
covering social security and state un- 
employment insurance, the latter 
especially calling for clarification. 
As originally phrased, the League 
would be held responsible for non- 
members, including summer stock 
operators. Decided that the intent 
of the regulation was to cover first 
class legit shows and was changed to 
so read. 

Some states do not have unem- 
ployment insurance, Pointed out 
that players in summer stocks might 
appear in as many as a dozen states 

















and it is necessary for them to verify 
the number of weeks they worked 


applications for remuneration should 
insurance later be applied for in 
New York. As a protective measure 
for members, Equity will probably 
provide for such records being sup- 
plied the association in next season's 
summer stock contracts. 











Corf Memes Lose Plea 





May Cerf and _ Robert 


More the Merrier,’ lost a plea for a 





| temporary injunction against Otto 
|L. Preminger, Norman and Irvin 
|Pincus and Frank Gabrielson’s pro- 
| duction of a play of the same name, 
|'when Justice William T. Collins in 
|N. ¥. supreme court last week ruled 
that the defendants’ play, having 
closed, there was no necessity for 
the injunction. The court set trial 
for Nov. 10. 

Plaintiffs’ play was produced in 
1934 and 1935 in summer stock. Un- 
able to secure sufficient money for 
a Broadway run, plaintiffs adver- 
‘ised in VARIETY in March, 1941, 
and asked for money and a backer. 
It is claimed Norman Pincus an- 
swered the ad, read the play, and 
rejected it. In September the de- 
fendants’ play of the same name 
opened on Broadway. 

The court ruled ‘that the title, 
‘The More the Merrier,’ never ac- 
quired a secondary meaning associ- 
ated in the public mind with the 


plaintiffs’ opus. It had no extensive | 


publication or exploitation. Confu- 
sion, perhaps, but unfair competi- 





tion has not been shown.’ 


in any given period so that the in-, 
surance commission may act upon | 


For Inj. on Flop Play 


Hanna, | 
owners of the legit production, “The | 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Sunny River’—Max Gordon. 

‘Man With Blond Hair’ (‘Fire 
Escape’)—Frank Ross. 

‘Little Dark Horse’ — Donald 
Blackwell, Raymond Curtis. 


‘Walrus and the Carpenter’ 
(‘The Mulberry Bush’)—Alfred 
de Liagre, Jr. 

‘Seventh Trumpet’ — Theatre 
Associates. 

‘Chills and Fever’ — Harlan 
Thompson. 

‘Hope For a Harvest’—Thea- 
tre Guild. 

‘Junior Miss’—Max Gordon. 

‘Papa Is All’—Theatre Guild, 
Frank Carrington, Agnes Mor- 





gan. 
‘Play With’ Fire’—Reginald 
Denham. 

‘Banjo Eyes'—Al Lewis, War- 
ners. 

‘Walk Into My  Parlor’— 
Luther Greene. 

‘Ring Around’ Elizabeth’— 


Boretz, Schorr, Bloomingdale. 
‘Claudia’ (road, 3d companies) 
—John Golden. 
‘The Rivals’ (revival)—Thea- 
tre Guild. 





VIVA, $100,000 
FLOP, CLOSES 


‘Viva O’Brien,’ a $100,000 flop, 
closed at the Majestic, N. Y., Satur- 
day (25) after playing two weeks 
plus three performances. Earlier in 
the week the backers decided to 
continue the musical despite the 
pannings it received from critics 
and first-nighters. Another stager, 
Arthur Beckhardt, was put on, also 
gag men, and Sunday papers carried 
the show’s ad indicating the inten- 
tion to keep on going. 

Friday (24) Clare Vrooman, Cleve- 
land attorney who fronted for the 
backers, returned from that city and 
called the show off. Understood that 
there was a dispute between Vrooman 
and John J. Hickey, who presented 
the show with Chester Hale and 
Clark Robinson. Hickey sent his 
resignation by telegram to Vrooman, 
objecting to proposed changes in 
the show by Beckhardt. It was re- 
ported Hickey and Vrooman threw 
punches at each other in an office in 
the Majestic, with neither connect- 
ing, but the fisticuffs are denied. 

‘Viva’ was the first professional at- 
traction Vrooman has been con- 
nected with, same going for his as- 
sociates, one of the latter being an 
airplane parts manufacturer named 
Alfred Hecker. Vrooman is credited 
with saying that they will probably 
be interested in other shows, but 
that it seemed useless to put more 
money into ‘Viva.’ 


Rose Franken Hurt 


Rose Franken, who wrote ‘Claudia,’ 
current at the Booth, N. Y., and Sel- 
wyn, Chicago, injured herself last 
week when she jumped from the 























stage during rehearsals of another 
road company. Result was two 
| broken ribs which kept her at home 
for several days. 





Authoress, who directed the origi- 
nal company, is similarly putting on | 
ithird and fourth companies of 
|‘Claudia.’ Accident held back the 
|fourth company, stated to go into} 
| rehearsal next week. 


Jean Greenfield Broke 


Jean Greenfield, a prompter in the 
N. Y. Yiddish theatre, filed a volun- | 
|tary petition of bankruptcy in the} 
'N. Y. federal court Thursday (16) 
showing assets of $600 and liabilities 
of $11,497. 

Most of the owed money is on 
promissory notes and _ borrowed 
money, the largest sum, $4,200, being 
owed to the Hebrew Actors Union, 
of which he was an Official. 











RUTH WILK, PRODUCER 

Jake (WB) Wilk’s daughter, Ruth, 
who has been mixed up in Broadway | 
legit production matters, has a yen to, 
produce on her own and is reading) 
scripts with an eye to that purpose. | 
| ‘Not a nickel of my dough for her | 
bankroll, says the Warner Bros. | 
i story editor. 








Musicals Have the 


Edge on Bway 


This Season; Dozen More on Way 





MGRS. LEAGUE MAY 
REORG MEMBERSHIP 


A reorganization of the managerial 
League of New York Theatres so far 
as membership is concerned is being 
considered. Recently the organiza- 
tion decided that inactive members 
shall not be permitted the right to 
vote and attend meetings, but ex- 
ceptions will be made in cases of 
those rated among the top show- 
men. It was proposed that further 
changes would foster the efficiency 
of the League. 


General idea is to establish two 
classes in the membership, both of 
equal standing. One class would be 
made up of producers, the other 
group to be those who own or oper- 
ate theatres. Contended that ques- 
tions frequently arise which concern 
only managers whose principal ac- 
tivity is to.perate houses, while 
other matters are of chief interest to 
producers. When meetings are called 
to dispose of problems in one classi- 
fication, managers in the other will 
not be asked to attend, except those 
who are both producers and theatre 
owners. 

Another slant on the proposed re- 
organization is that such a move 
might dissipate the idea that the 
League is dominated by operators of 
houses. However, there is a League 
rule that apparently takes care of 
that contention. It provides that the 
board of directors shall be evenly 
divided between producers and 
house owners or leasees. Board con- 
sists of 14. 


ATS Subscriptions at 
Record High in Pitt, But 
Plays Draw Criticism 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 28. 

Trend of times locally can be 
found in fact that Theatre Guild- 
ATS subscription list is currently 
biggest in years here, despite fact 
that first series play doesn’t come in 
for couple of weeks. At present, 
guaranteed money for every sub- 
scription play is more than $7,500 
weekly, an increase of around $3,000 
over last season’s figures. 

However, it’s felt in some quarters 
that Guild is taking undue advantage 
of this situation in sending in as 
first subscription offering (Nov. 3) a 
new and untried play, ‘Papa Is All.’ 
Criticism is justified, too, inasmuch 
as in original prospectus sent out by 
Guild, four established hits were 
promised in addition to two tryouts 
with names, Helen Hayes and Katha- 
rine Hepburn. Successes supposed 
to have been included in list were 
‘Watch On Rhine,’ ‘Corn Is Green,’ 
‘Claudia’ and ‘Arsenic and Old Lace.’ 
Latter was to have played two weeks, 
first to subscription audience. 

Guild’s argument, however, is 
that on account of delays and con- 
tinued Broadway runs for the ex- 
pected hits, it has to get series 
underway as soon as possible and 
that it will offer the others anyway 
at reduced rates to subscribers when 
they eventually play Pitisburgh. 














French in Army as Capt.; 
Cooke G.M. for Golden 


Captain Richard E. (Dixie) French, 


general manager for John Golden, | 
was ordered to report for duty in| 


the army and was inducted at Fort 
Jay, Governors Island, Tuesday 
(28). French was an officer in the 
reserve corps. He rose to captaincy 
while serving overseas in World War 
I, later being given the rank of ma- 
jor. In re-entering the service it 
is customary for a reserve officer to 
be given rating one degree less, 
which accounts for his present status 
as a captain. 

Understood that Eddie Cooke is 
slated to become general manager 
for Golden, a post he had when that 
showman and the late Winchell 
Smith were partners. Cooke is at 
Morrall Hall, a hospital at the Mayo 
Clinic, Rochester, Minn. He is re- 
ported in satisfactory condition fol- 
lowing an operation. 


aa 


So far this season musicals have a 
distinct scoring edge on straight play 
entrants on Broadway and indicat- 
| tions are that this type of show will 
feature the legit iist later in the fall 
and thereafter. There are nearly a 
dozen musicals in various stages of 
readiness, including the brace which 
open this week: ‘Let’s Face It,’ Im- 
| perial, today (Wed.), ‘High Kickers,’ 
Broadhurst, Friday (31). ‘Best Foot 
Forward, Barrymore, was the first 
major musical to arrive and it is a 
smash. 

Others due in or slated to debut 
this side of the Christmas holidays, 
or shortly thereafter, are ‘Sons 0’ 
Fun,’ produced by the Shuberts; 
‘Banjo Eyes,’ produced by Eddie 
| Cantor and Warners; ‘Sunny River’ 

(‘New Orleans’) produced by Max 
Gordon; ‘And So To Bedlam,’ pro- 
duced by Michael Todd; ‘Lady 
Comes Across,’ produced by Charles 
Rogers and Chester Hale; ‘Hotel 
Splendide,’ which is being revised 
for Dwight Deere Wiman and Rich- 
ard Rogers; ‘Something to Shout 
About,’ due to bring Ear] Carroll 
back to Broadway, and ‘Ziegfeld 
Follies,’ scheduled by the Shuberts. 

November Premieres 

There are 18 shows scheduled to 
arrive in New York during Novem- 
ber: ‘Man With Blonde Hair’ (‘Fire 
Escape), Belasco; ‘Blithe Spirit,’ 
Morosco; ‘The Walrus and the Car- 
penter’ (‘The Mulberry Bush’), Cort; 
‘Spring Again,’ Henry Miller’s ‘Mac- 
beth,’ National; “Theatre, Hudsen 
(probable); ‘Play With Fire,’ Long- 
acre; ‘Litthe Dark Horse,’ Golden; 
‘Ring Around Elizabeth,’ Playhouse; 
‘Walk Into My Parlor’ (Forrest); 
‘Banjo Eyes,’ Hollywood (Warners); 
‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (prob- 
able); ‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum; ‘Hope 
For a Harvest,’ Guild. Others not 
| definitely assigned theatres are “The 
| Seventh Trumpet,’ ‘Clash by Night,’ 
| ‘Chills and Fever,’ and ‘Five Che!sea 
| Lane,” ‘Banjo’ is dated for Dec. 4, 
| but arrives during the week starting 
Nov. 30. There were 13 premieres 
during October. 

Season’s casualty list was tilted 
last week when three shows were 
taken off. ‘Good Neighbor’ lasted but 
one performance at the Windsor, 
while ‘As You Like It’ tarried 
one week at the Mansfield. ‘Viva 
O’Brien,’ most costly flop to date this 
fall, stopped at the Majestic after 
playing two weeks and two nights. 
This Saturday (1) ‘All Men Are 
Alike’ will stop at the Hudson. Lee 
Ephriam who brought it from Lon- 
don, is going back there. 


EQUITY LENIENT WITH 
CHAMBERLAIN BROWN 


Chamberlain Brown has _ been 
given 30 days in which to pay off 
financial obligations brought about 
through irregularities in summer 
stock casting. Equity council’s rul- 
ing was inclined to be lenient, since 
violations of agency rules as set forth 
in his agency permit were revealed. 
Failure to make payment may result 
in cancellation of the permit. 


Agent had contracted on behalf of 
Anna Sten, screen actress, to appear 
for Allen Gray Holmes in ‘Smart 
| Girl,’ also known as ‘Nancy’s Private 
Affair.’ Miss Sten cancelled the date, 
having accepted an offer to tour in 
‘Separate Rooms.’ Brown settled 
Holmes’ claim for $100, which turned 
over to the caster by Miss Sten’s 

husband, but the country stock man- 
ager insisted he was entitled to $300, 
| the salary called for in the contract 
| given Miss Sten. Brown assumed the 
liability. 

Agent also admitted irregularities 
| in a mixup concerning the showing 
| of ‘Burlesque,’ carded by Anthony 
| Perella at his Deer Lake theatre, 
| Orangeburg, Pa. 

Understood in both instances it 
was carelessness on the part of 
Brown, rather than willful intent to 
violate the rules. 

















Strawhat Collections, $7,500 


Charity collections in the summer 
'stock theatres amounted to $7,500, 
|the biggest pass-the-hat drive yet 
lin the sticks. Coin was divided 
| among three organizations, Actors 
|Fund and British War Relief getting 
/ $3,000 each, while the Stage Relief 
| sot $1,500. 

Collection had been turned over 
|to the Summer Stock Managers 
‘Assn, for distribution. 
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Plays Out of Town 





CLASH BY NIGHT 


Detroit, Oct. 27. 
Drama in two acts (seven Scenes), by 
Clifford Odets Stars Tallulah Bankhead; 
features Joseph Schildkraut, Lee J. Cobb, 


Katherine Locke. Staged by Lee Strasberg 


settings by Boris Aronson, presented by 
Billy Rose, at Wilson, Detroit, Oct, 27, "41; 
$3.50 top 

Jerry Wilenski....... ..Lee J, Cobb 
Joe W. Doyle..ccccccess+++-e-Robert Ryan 
Mae Wilenski.....ecee:: Tallulah Bankhead 
Peggy Coffey...ccesccces:s Katherine Locke 
Earl Pfeiffer...sccocecss Joseph Schildkraut 
Jerry's Father..cccceesesss John F. Hamilton 
Vincent Kress.....- eesbesten deaeen anna 
Mr. Potter.....-cccecceress Ralph Chambers 
Tom, a Drunk... cccccsescescssess Art Smith 
Waiter... PeTTTT TTT Titty William Nunn 
WARD. ccdsics cbevvcecsceteéevese Harold Grau 
Abe HorowitZ...-.sececceecs Joseph Shattuc!; 
Usher.. .. Stephen Eugene Cole 





Resting on three strong props in 
Miss Bankhead, Lee J. Cobb and 
Joseph Schildkraut, the eternal tri- 
angle takes on social significance 
here in Cliford Odets’ ‘Clash by 
Night’ to emerge as rich theatre fare. 
The play. lusty and powerful in 
characterization, carefully trapped in 
scenes, seems a. hit despite incon- 
clusiveness at the curtain and a mo- 
ment or two of introspect moraliz- 
ing which gets underfoot in the di- 
rect action. Crix were loud in their 
acclaim, although feeling some ju- 
dicious combing of the second act 
will pull it together into even better 
fare. 

There’s a wealth of contribution 
all down the line, keynoted by the 
top performances of Miss Bankhead, 
as the wife, who, while not in her 
most tinsel role, sinks into place 
deftly with the emphatic roles of 
both Cobb, topnotch as the cuckolded 
husband, and Schildkraut, as the 
other man. There are fine embellish- 
ments on the central characters in 
both the work and roles of Katherine 
Locke, Seth “Arnold and John. F. 
Hamilton to preserve the intensity 
of the drama. 

Sunk into a strata of society where 
Odets can show the shoddiness of 
aimless lives in an age without 
values, Cobb becomes his chief sym- 
bol as the Potack husband who 
brings home his loose-ended friend. 
Basically what happens is precise- 
ly what you'd expect, but the oid 
story moves out of the cliche with 
the insight both of the writing and 
the playing. There is an elemental 
hunger beyond the sex brought into 
focus by the ease of the playing, the 
interplay of characters and even 
the movement of the story through 
shabby beach home, beer garden and 


the final unusual set of the film pro- | 


jection room, where Cobb chokes to 
death the man who stole his wife. 
A lightness of touch along most of 
the way enlivens the drama. 
There’s no place along the line 
where there is too much of a striv- 
ing for ‘significance,’ and in view 
of the soundness of the whole pro- 
ceedings such spots in which the 
‘author’s meaning becomes murky 
will submerge in the general] vital- 
ity, particularly the 
ending, where a 


inconclusive 


wife who ‘dreamed of eagles 
found the world full of nervous spar- 
rows’ and she takes the occasion of 
the murder of her sweetheart to par- 
cel out some advice to the young 
couple contemplating marriage. Such 
spots stick out like bandaged thumbs 
and will, doubtless, submerge in the 
sock show. Pooler 


SPRING AGAIN 


Philadelphia, Oct. 28. 


A new comedy in three acts by Israel 
Leighton and Bertram Boch Staged by 
Guthrie MeClintic Setting by Donald 
Oenslager. Presented by McClintle at the 
Walnut Street theatre, week of Oct. 27, 
°41; $3.30 top. 

Plaintead Carte? sci ccsices C. Aubrey Smith 
BEG) CORPO. 5 acccandcdies +...-Grace George 
Elizabeth.........+e....Betty Breckenridge 
Edith Weybright.............-Ann Andrews 
Girard Weybright........ Richard Stevenson 
Millicent Cornish... ..-- Jayne Cotter 
Tom Cornish.... »-..JOhn Craven 
Re ere ea ee Joe Patter 
tobert Reynolds..cccccccsees gen Lacklar 
Dr. Liome!l Carter. .csccrceséscs Robert Keith 
Joe Crumb. cccccesocescmicnael Strong 
L. J. O'Connor Lawrence F let I 
Wi im Aucl I s Jose} J f 
Arr 1 Gre .William ‘1 I 


Bringing their combined 96 years 
of theatrical experience to ‘Spring 
Again,’ Grace George and C, Aubrey 


spotlight pencils | 
down to spot Miss Bankhead as the | 


whom mamma-in-law is trying to 
boot out of the family. 

Grandma and the radio scripter 
begin collaborating on the history of 
the general, turning up some of his 
unpleasant traits to the radio pub- 
lic. When the series goes over and 
lis bought by Package Foods, Inc., 
they can no longer conceal the way 
‘they've been blotting the family es- 


cutcheon. The battle that is pre- 
cipitated is long and funny, but 
eventually Grandpa is won over 


when he realizes that Hollywood is 
interested in his famous sire and 
willing to pay $60,000 for the rights. 
At this time a good sentimental twist 
is introduced. The belligerent cou- 
ple decide that for anyone to enact 
them on the screen—for their ro- 
mance looms heavily in the general’s 
career—would be sacrilege and de- 
cide to drop the matter. 

Except for the fact that at times 
one has difficulty hearing her, espe- 
cially when upstage, Miss George is 
droll as the matron who takes a fling 
in explosive literature. Smith, with 
his grand pompousness, his bent for 
irascibility and his fundamental 
sense of comedy, is a topnotch part- 
ner, 

Joseph Buloff does a show-stop- 
ping role in the third act as a Holly- 
wood producer who tries to buy the 
rights to the general. John Craven 
and Jayne Cotter take care of young 
love: Ann Andrews plays the second 
generation lady, who cannot figure 
the generation before, and Robert 
Keith, Richard Stevenson and Betty 
Breckenridge capably fill other prin- 
cipal roles. 

Donald Oenslager’s single setting— 
altered during the action to show the 
emancipation from the civil war—is 
an artistic job. Waters. 


MACBETH 


New Haven, Oct. 23. 
Maurice Evans’ revival of the Shake- 
spearean tragedy, presented in association 
with John Haggott. Stars Evans and Judith 
Anderson; staged by Margaret Webster; 
settings, Samuel Leve; costumes, Lemuel 
Ayres; incidental music, Lehman Engel. At 





the Shubert, New Haven, Oct. 23-25, ‘41; 
$3.30 top 
Piset Wit, . ccc cecrccsecses Grace Choppin 
Benond Witton. occerscccertsvcdeoesi Abby Lewis 
Third Witch. eccccccocercece William Hansen 
Duncan, King of Scotland....Harry Irvine 
His sons: - 

REINS 5 bw-a bd boeb ears ..-Ralph Clanton 

ENT. vt detec Tha scdeve William Nichols 
Noblemen of Scotland 
RS ene ee Pee Ernest Graves 
ADBUS. . icccccscdesevesecvecs Philip Huston 
EOMMNOTZ... . coccccccsccccceeceress Erford Gage 
Calt@imess..cccccescsccceves Walter Williams 
PICRRCO. ccccocescccccoccccccced Alex Cournay 
Sermeant. .ccccccssesscsesoveses John Ireland 
ROSS. os ccccvcevereceececscss Henry Brandon 
Generals: 

MEACDOCD . cc ccccvcvcvesevess Maurice Evans 

Banquo.....sccccccsccee Staats Cotsworth 
Lady Macbeth... icccccesece Judith Anderson 
MECSSOENTEL. ..ccccccccsvvessvere John Straub 
BOVUOMe co sccccsesrcscoseceses Irving Morrow 
POPC? . coke cs coeaveeseerce William Hansen 
MACOUR cic cicsccevcccesese Herbert Rudley 
ORG BERR i cccccccescecsioess Gregory Morton 
PRES «4.06. 66608 D6O80b 60058 CROSSES Jackie Ayers 
First Murderer....scccecsccsced John Ireland 
Second Murderer....cecccecccesed John Straub 
Lad MaCAuG .6.cccctocvcescees Viola Keats 
Be son of Macduff........-- Richard Tyler 
EMMROP an occ esgecstcesdveosneses emery. Irvine 
Waiting-Gentlewoman,........ Grace Coppin 

and | Young Soldier..............¢4 Alex Courtnay 


| When better Shakespearean pro- 
|ductions are played, Maurice Evans 
| will probably play them—and Mar- 
|garet Webster direct them. If ever 
there was a simonized presentation 
lof ‘Macbeth’ this is it. Playgoers 
|who go in for the bard will find 
plenty to feast on here. 

While ‘Macbeth’ is a bit ponderous 
for a public assertedly confining it- 
self more or less to escapist enter- 
tainment, they have managed to in- 
vest this presentation with such an 
atmosphere of fine artistry and com- 
pelling interest in the various per- 
formances that the weight of the 
vehicle is overshadowed by its gen- 
| eral appeal along quality lines. 
| Miss Webster has again employed 
ja familiar technic in her manner of 
|using gorgeously costumed players 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
' 


“r } to produce a lengthy series of stage 
a | portraits. 


The effectiveness of her 
groupings in this respect is note- 
| worthy. Her direction carries with 
|it a rapid pace, a minor fault being 
that, in some cases, the pace is so 
| fast that a few of the lesser scenes 
}are almost too lightning-like. Stag- 
|ing of the witch scenes rates among 
| the best efforts noted in past pro- 


Smith troupe magnificently in this | ductions of this portion of the play. 


comedy, which seems to have been 


Evans’ performance is easily on a 


written especially (though we under- | par with previous renditions in the 


stand it wasn’t) for them. 


Portray- | repertoire of this Shakespearean vet. 


ing a pair of married oldsters, across | At all times, actor makes sure that 
whose lives has extended the ghost | his voice reaches every corner of the 


of General Epiphalet Carter—the 
best general in the Union Army, ac- 
cording to his son—they bring grace 
and skill and excellent timing to 
their performance. However play is 
too wordy and its success is prob- 
lematic. 

Smith, of course, is the hero-wor- 
shipping son. For years he has been 
attending ‘unveilings’ of his famous 
father, and his wife by now is a bit 
fed up with the old general, having 
remembered him not so kindly as 
her lord and master. In addition, 
family troubles complicate the af- 
fair. The oldsters are living in re- 
stricted comfort largely on _ the 
largess of their socialite daughter, 
who missed the ‘29 crash by marry- 
ing a wise broker. There is also 
a granddaughter who has married a 
young radio script writer and actor 


house—and clearly, too—a feature 
that makes the sometimes hard-to- 
follow lines of the bard a si 

case of assimiliation. His timing is 
superb and his thorough feeling for 
the role enables him to project to the 
audience a fine picture of the lustful 
Scot. 

Aside from a brief blank spell that 
slightly marred her first scene, Ju- 
dith Anderson’s interpretation of 
Lady Macbeth is a fine exhibition of 
histrionic skill. Her sleep-walking 
scene, though somewhat inaudible at 
times, is her top moment. Close sec- 
onds were her scenes on greeting 
Macbeth’s return early in the play 
and the passage where she urges him 
to murder the elderly king. 

Herbert Riidley’s supporting role 
| Of Macduff brought him a hand sec- 
ond only to the leads. He offers a 





sterling job, virile and emotional. 
Staats Cotsworth’s Banquo likewise 
comes in for praise and similar com- 
ment goes for Harry Irvine’s dou- 
bling as Duncan and the Doctor. A 
second doubling job is capably 
handled by William Hansen as the 
Porter and one of the witches: Grace 
Coppin and Abby Lewis register as 
the balance of the witch trio. Viola 
Keats’ brief portrait of Lady Mac- 
duff is fitting and a standout bit is 
turned in by Richard Tyler, voung- 
ster who plays Macduff’s son. Com- 
pany as a whole rates close to the 
top. 

Show is a heavy one production- 
ally. Condensed into two sets, the 
19 scenes represent an eyeful from 
the flash angle. Technical stunts, like 
lighting against a scrim to convey 
a foggy effect and a tree setting sym- 
bolizing a witch’s claw are _ inter- 
spersed among straight settings, with 
a series of steps for a basic founda- 
tion. The raised portions allow for 
some telling ensembles, as well as a 
fine background for several of the 
more dramatic speeches. 

Incidental offstage music which 
runs throughout the play contributes 
importantly to setting and maintain- 
ing moods. Score carries an appro- 
priate bagpipe strain. Several spots, 
however, require toning down as 
they drown out dialog. Bone. 


They Can’t Get You Down 


Hollywood, Oet. 27 

Musical comedy in two acts (25 scenes), 
presented by Jack Kirkland, Dwight Deere 
Wiman and the authors, Henry Myers, Ed- 
ward Eliseu and Jay Gorney; book, lyrics 
and melodies by Myers, Eliscu and Gorney; 
musical numbers staged by Danny Dare, 
book by Mortimer Offner; settings by Fred- 
erick Stover. 

Cast: Jan Clayton, 





Jimmy Griffith, Ed- 
ward Emerson, Berni Gould, Peggy Ryan, 
Eddie Johnson. Douglas Wood, Eleanor 
Pryne, Chester Miller. Kenneth Patterson, 
12 show girls and 12 chorus men: at Musie 
Box,» Hollywood, Oct. 27, '41; $2.20 top, 


F.-:t home-made book musical to 
be projected across foots here in 
years shapes up as worthwhile 
entertainment. onjecture among 
first-nighters was whether it will 
duplicate success of its predecessor, 
‘Meet the People,’ both pieces 
authored and musicalized by same 
trio, Jay Gorney, Henry Myers and 
Edward Elescu. 

Play has better than even chance 
making run of it, but for purposes of 
touring or a Broadway stand it needs 
tightening and stronger leads. While 
lacking some of attributes of ‘People,’ 


it rates as better production, and 
music by Gorney has _ lingering 
quality. While ‘People’ was domi- 


nated by such talent grabbed up for 
pictures as Virginia O’Brien, Lois 
Ranson. Fay McKenzie and Bill Orr, 
this tale of collegiates and pulp 
writing is better job of casting, but 
lacking any cast standout. 

Evidences of considerable prepa- 
ration are noticeable and_ setup 
smacks of more than usual amount 


of coin tossed into local venture. 
Among  bankrollers are Dwight 


Deere Wiman, Jack Kirkland, the 
three authors, Homer Curran, lessee 
of Music Box, and Clare Brunson, 
owner of the house. Jan Clayton and 
Jimmy Griffith, as boy and girl, are 
unknowns hereabouts and make good 
old college try, but lack finesse for 
usual such requirements which call 
for singing and romantic motivation. 


and frisky and put through snappy 
routines by Danny Dare. 

Play has unique takeoff, with man 
in box questioning customary boy- 
meefts-girl denouement. What hap- 
pens after that he wants to know, 
and play takes up from there with 
offstage interrupter constantly offer- 
ing advice to youngsters trying to 
make go of it. Best of Gorney’s tunes 
are title number, ‘Love Will Settle 
Everything,’ ‘25 Bucks a Week’ and 
‘It’s No Fun Eating Alone.’ Play has 


up weak spots and make try for 





eastern legit strongholds. Helm. 





Plays on Broadway 





pre 


Shube N y Oct aan, “Oa Theatr 
Guild ind = Playwrigh Co written by 
Maxwell Anderson; Helen Hayes starred 
Staged by Alfred Lunt; settings by Jo 
Mielziner; $5.30 top 

ot errr errr. cere r ere Philip White 
0, RES Ear es et Benedict MacQuarrie 
BAOOONG 6655.00 b00200ssoeHs008 Robert Harrison 
Charlotte....... evcccocecs «+». Leona Roberts 
MOY 6604 6:0'8.00h00 400s eoveesesNEll Harrison 
Madeline Guest... .ccoscccceiccs Helen Hayes 
Maisie TompkKinS.....cesces. Evelyn Varden 
Raoul St. Cloud....... ccccovccedsouls Borell 
German Captain.....eee eecces Harro Meller 
German Lieutenant....... «--Knud Kreuger 
Ct, SORES cn bv0t nv eceensets oi John Wengraf 
Lieut. Schoen......cecceeee--TOnio Selwart 
Corporal Behrens......++.......Mario Gang 
Madame Fleury....-.cees- Michelette Burani 
Bee PIO. cc csvesecsestdsessreeeney J6aguD 
First Guard...... eoceeess- Brian Connaught 
Second Guard...... oveececece Ferdi Hoffman 


J Pee ee -...-Lotte Lenya 
Corporal Mueller...........Joseph Wiseman 


peo ee ere ee George Andre 
Fourth Guard......5 essere Guy Monypenny 
Corporal Schultz........... William Malten 
GN 064s teinveteb wenn saeas Bruce Fernald 


New Maxwell Anderson drama 
drew great business during five try- 





out weeks, but it wasn’t the play 
that attracted crowds. Helen Hayes 


Berni Gould, late of ‘Pins and 
Needles,’ gives suave performance as 
phony fortune hunter and Peggy 
Ryan proves fast tapper and pert 
comedienne. Eddie Johnson scored 
in two production numbers remi- 
niscent of ‘People? Chorus is young | 


enough promise to warrant building | 





| 





| of 





CANDLE IN THE WIND. 


was the boxoffice magnet. That's 
the way it should be on Broadway, 
with the aid of the timely topic. 

‘Candle in the Wind’ has a sharp 
war background, yet its dramatics 
are mild in comparison to ‘There 
Shall Be No Night,’ authored by 
Robert E. Sherwood, Anderson’s as- 
sociate in the Playwrights, or the 
intense interest of another hit anti- 
fascist play, Lillian Hellman’s ‘Watch 
on the Rhine.’ 

It does express spreading repug- 
nance to Nazism. That comes late in 
a quiet performance, the heroine 
bitingly telling the German head of a 
prison camp near Paris that ‘the cold 
wind of hatred is blowing from all 
corners of the earth’ upon Hitler's 
swastika-infected legions. She is just 
as spirited when she declares that 
the race that only understands bru- 
tality has ‘trampled many peoples, 
but conquered none,’ also that man 
has fought beasts many times and 
man has always won. 

‘Candle’ is a romance so far as its 
story goes. Madeline Guest, a Holly- 
wood star, is in love with Raoul St. 
Cloud, former Parisian journalist, 
who, after being saved from the sea 
when a French destroyer was sunk, 
is incarcerated in the internment 
camp. She often goes to the prison 
office, appealing to Col. Erfurt on 
behalf of Raoul. For a long time-he 
will not even permit her to see the 
young Frenchman. 

Madeline attempts to win his free- 
dom by means of bribes, but, when 
everything seemed to be arranged, 
the inevitable German doublecross 
and the Gestapo keep her lover be- 
hind the bars. One of the under- 
officers finally relents and Raoul es- 
capes, sent on his way to England. 
The colonel and his strong-arm men 
quiz Madeline. His threats do not 
break down the will of the girl, who 
then speaks the play’s strongest lines 
and faces the possibility of being put 
én a concentration camp. 

War plays are regarded by some 
onlookers as propaganda, especially 
persons with isolationist and appease- 
ment complexes. ‘Candle’ is in that 
classification, but it should surely 
meet with popular approval, as 
atrocities of Hitler’s fanatics appear 
increasingly in the public press. 

Whether that is good theatre is 
questionable, but the picture of Nazi 
methods is striking, if not as com- 
plete as could be. There are so many 
deeds abhorred by free men com- 
mitted in every German-invaded 
country that what is set forth in this 
play is comparatively trivial. 

But by the sheer force of her per- 
sonality Helen Hayes gives to the 
play a strong lure. Her Madeline 
has the quality that has made the 
star one of the best actresses on the 
stage. Except for the final minutes 
she does not get much chance to dis- 
play emotion, but she has audience 
appeal every moment she is on the 
stage. 

In support there is Evelyn Var- 
den, friendly adviser to Madeline 
and quite a help here and there. But 
it is the male support that the au- 
thor has developed more effectively, 
particularly those enacting the Ger- 
mans. John Wengraf, a Viennese ac- 
tor, plays the prison commandant ex- 
cellently and is easily the strongest 
those characters. Tonio Selwart 
is good, too, as a lieutenant spying 


on his superior. Louis Borell, for- 
merly on the French stage, plays 


Raoul, having replaced Stanio Brag- 


giotti. He does well, but it is doubt- 
ful if the change made any differ- 


ence, for there is not much chance to 
develop the character. 

Miss Hayes has not been fortunate 
in the new plays she has graced in the 
past few seasons. ‘Ladies and Gen 
tlemen’ was not highly regarded, yet 
it scored a run with her on Broad- 
way. Last season she appeared in 
‘Twelfth Night’ with Maurice Evans. 

Settings for ‘Candle’ are splendid, 
Versailles garden scene being espe- 





cially attractive. Ibee. 
Drama in _ three icts (four scenes) by 
Jack Levin, Staged by Sinclair Lewis, 
set rs by Frederick Fox, presented by 
Sam Byrd it Windsor, N. Y., Oct 21, 
'41; $3.30 top 
Yankel Bar ..-Gustav Shackt 
RP ne ee Anna Appel 
SGN «4.3 6000000000 mEee Howard .Fischer 
OE? . «abi umes sdeicawnae o* Albert Ve 
Mr Ja Edith Shayr 
Mr PMP SORRRN .ccc06 02 .GI Mill 
orn r { Donald Arbu 
Luther Arthur Anders 
Be Edna Mae Harri 
Mise Jolly..cccscccses ..Helen Carter 
NT so no 404486 0s008 08 Lewis harles 
Miss Jaff Susanne Turner 
Mess r BOY c cccccccces ...Lesii Barrett 
Do ececcvcecese Henry Sherwood 
Hildie.... servecesecesees Marcella Powers 
ol ceesee »».-.5am Byrd 
Lea of Cay yy Sitti Winfield Smith 
Second Cavalier.....cccsces John A, Stearns 


Although the theatre is notoriously 
unpredictable, in the cases of Sin- 
clair Lewis and Sam Byrd it is be- 
coming uncomfortably consistent, if 
no less perverse. Both novelist and 
actor had made unfortunate stabs at 
the stage in recent seasons, but in 


joining forces to present ‘Good 
Neighbor’ they encountered sheer 
disaster. 


For Lewis, the venture is doubly 
painful, since he’s reportedly nicked 
for about $25,000 of the production's 
more than $30,000 cost, besides hav- 
ing to take the rap for the stilted 
staging. Novelist not only admits 
he’s stagestruck, he’s even tossing 
away his bankroli to prove it. In 
Byrd’s case he also takes a two-fold 
kicking. Besides being the producer 





and sinking $1,000 of his own coin 
(Continued on page 52) 





Current Roadshows 


(Ovt. 29-Nov. 8) 





‘Ah, Wilderness’ (Harry Carey)— 
Cass, Detroit (29-1); Royal Alex. 
andra, Toronto (3-8), 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich 
Stroheim)—Plymouth, Boston 
8). 

‘Banjo Eyes’ (Eddie 
Shubert, New Haven (7-8). 

‘Blithe § Spirit’ (Clifton Webp 

Peggy Wood )—National, Washington 
(29-1). 
‘Blossom Time’—Temple, Birming. 
ham (29); Bijou, Chattanooga (30): 
Bijou, Knoxville (31); Woodland 
Aud., Lexington, Ky. (1); Cass, De- 
troit (3-8). 

‘Boys and Girls Together’ (Ed 
Wynn )—Hartman, Columbus, 9 
(29); Mem. Aud., Louisville (30-1) 
American, St. Louis (3-8), 

‘Clash by Night’ (Tallulah Bank. 
head, Joseph Schildkraut )—Wilson, 
Detroit (29-1); Maryland, Baltimore 
(3-8), 

‘Claudia’ (Lila Lee )—Selwyn, Chi. 
cago (29-8). 


von 
(29. 


Cantor). 


‘Doctor’s Dilemma’ (Katharine 
Cornell)—Grand Opera House, Chi. 
cago (29-8). 


‘Hellzapoppin’—Worth, Ft. Worth, 
Texas (29); Melba, Dallas (30-31); 
Aud., Wichita Falls, Texas (1): Aud., 
Amarillo, Texas (3); Shrine Aud, 
Oklahoma City (4); Convention Hall, 
Tulsa, Okla. (5); Forum, Wichita, 
Kans. (6); Mun. Aud., Kansas City 
(7-8). 

‘Hold on to Your Hats’ (Al Jol- 
son)—Masonice Aud., Rochester, N. 
Y. (29); Erlanger, Buffalo (30-1); 
Taft Aud., Cincinnati (2-5); Hart- 
man, Columbus, O. (6-8). 

‘Hope for a Harvest’ (Fredric 
March, Florence Eldridge)—Klein 
Aud., Bridgeport, Conn. (8). 

‘Johnny Belinda’—Nixon, 
burgh (29-1); Lafayette, 
(3-8). 

‘Junior Miss’—Playhouse, Wilming- 
ton (31-1); National, 
(3-8). 

‘Life with Father’ (Margalo Gill- 
more, Pery Waram)—Hanna, Cleve- 
land (29-1); Paramount, Toledo, O. 
(3); State, Kalamazoo, Mich. (5-6); 
Bijou, Battle Creek, Mich. (7-8). 

‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish, 
Louis Calhern)—Strand, Ithaca, N. 
Y. (29); Empire, Syracuse, N. Y, 
(30-1); Colonial, Utica, N. Y. (3-4); 
Temple, Rochester, N. Y. (5-8). 

‘Little Dark Horse’ (Cecilia 
Loftus) — Playhouse, Wilmington 
(7-8). : 

‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
Moore, William 
Chicago (29-8). 

‘Macbeth’ (Maurice Evans, Judith 
Anderson )—Colonial, Boston (29-8), 

‘Male Animal’ (Otto Kruger)—El 
Capitan, Hollywood (29-8). 

‘Mamba’s Daughters’ (Ethel Wa- 
ters )—Geary, San Francisco (29-8). 

‘Mikado’—Majestic, Boston (29-8). 

‘Mr. and Mrs, North’—Lafayette, 
Detroit (29-1); Erlanger, Buffalo 
(3-8). 

‘My Sister Eileen’—Cox, Cincin- 
nati (29-1); Hartman, Columbus, O. 
(3-5); Victory, Dayton, O. (6); Co- 
lonial, Akron, Q. (7); Park, Youngs- 
town, O. (8). 

‘Native Son’—American, St. Louis 
(29-1); Hanna, Cleveland (3-8). 

‘Papa Is All’—Nixon, Pittsburgh 
(3-8). 

‘Play with Fire’—McCarter, Prince- 
ton, N. J. (8). 

‘Ring Around Elizabeth’ (Jane 
Cowl)—Walnut, Philadelphia (3-8). 

‘Rio Rita’ — Forrest, Philadelphia 


Pitts- 
Detroit 


(Victor 
Gaxton )—Erlanger, 


(29-1); Community, Hershey, Pa. (3); 
Playhouse, Wilmington (4); Court 
| Square, Springfield, Mass. (5); Bush- 
| nell Aud., Hartford, Conn. (6-8) 

| ‘Separate Rooms’ (Alan Dinehart, 
|Anna Sten, Lyle Talbot)—Wilbu 

| Boston (29-8). 

| ‘Sim Sala Bim’ (Dante)—Curran, 
Sdn Francisco (29-8). 





‘Sons of Fun’ (Ole Olsen, Chic 


| Johnson )—Shubert, Boston (30-8) 


‘Spring Again’ (Grace George, 
C. Aubrey Smith)—Walnut, Phila- 
delphia (29-1); Ford's, Baltimore 
(3-8). 


‘Student Prince’—Academy of Mu- 
sic, Roanoke, Va. (29); Lyric, Rich- 
mond, Va. (3-1); Forrest, Philadel- 
phia (3-8). 

‘Theatre’ (Cornelia Otis Skinner) 
—Harris, Chicago (29-8). 

‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Carolina, 
Greensboro, N. C. (29); Carolina, 
Charlotte, N. C. (30); Aud., Colum- 
bia, S. C. (31); Miller, Augusta, Ga. 
(3); Mun. Aud., Savannah, Ga. (4); 
Grand, Macon, Ga. (5); Erlanger, 
Atlanta (6-8). 

‘They Can't Get You Down’— 
Music Box, Hollywood (29-8). 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Metropolitan, Seattle (29-1); Temp'e, 
Tacoma, Wash. (3-5). 
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Purchase’ $27,000, Cornell 176, ‘Claudia’ 
156, ‘Theatre’ $11,000, All Okay in Chi 








Calenge, ag a 28. 
w there are only four houses 
lighted along legit row, with the 
Studebaker restoring the Shutters 
after a single sad week of ‘Western 
Union, Please.’ Comedy with Charles 
Butterworth was folded by Aldrich 
ers. : 
7 omens Purchase’ sold out again 
last week and on its seven-night 
policy upped a couple of grand above 
opening week money. Will be here 
into December easily on the pace. 
‘Claudia’ continues strong in the Sel- 
wyn and will be around for a long 
time. ‘Doctor's Dilemma’ was strong 
throughout the week on the com- 
bined strength of Katharine Cornell, 
George Bernard Shaw and excellent 
reviews. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Claudia? Selwyn (6th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Dropping a little un- 
der tough competition around town, 
but still running in high gear, with 
$15,000 last week. 

‘Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Grand (lst 
week) (1,300; $3.30). On six-day 
week this top-priced play ran well, 


-coming*threugh with $17,000 in first 


of its three weeks. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Erlanger (2d 
week) (1,400; $3.85). This musical 
is absolute smash, with not more 
than a half-dozen or so empty seats 
any night. Ran to $27,000 last week. 

‘Theatre,’ Harris (4th week) (1,000; 

75). Will go two more weeks. 
ese up well enough last week with 
$11,000. 

‘Western Union, Please,’ Stude- 
baker (Ist and final week) (1,200; 

75). Couldn’t get started at all. 
eae folded on Saturday (25) 
after $2,500 take. House dark. 


‘LAND IS BRIGHT’ FAIR 
$13,400 IN D.C. PREEM 


Washington, Oct. 28. 

‘The Land Is Bright,’ new George 
Kaufman-Edna Ferber drama pre- 
sented at National last week (20-25) 
by Max Gordon, was-considered in 
need of doctoring by some critics but 
still came through to approximately 
$13,400, at $3.30 top, considered fair. 

Current is Noel Coward’s ‘Blithe 
Spirit, with advance sale reported 
lively. 











‘Rooms’ $6,500 in Buff.; 


Town Asks Full-Weekers | 


Buffalo, Oct. 28. 

"Separate Rooms,’ in for four per- 
formances at the Erlanger last week, 
rolled up an estimated swanky $6,- 
500 at $2 top. 

Continued bumper grosses here 
have induced the local management 
at the Erlanger to bid for a full 
week by road shows instead of three 
days as heretofore. ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
North’ will play eight performances 
starting Nov. 3, and ‘Claudia’ like- 
Wise the week of Nov. 17. 


‘Road’ 106 in Port. 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 28. 
The old standby ‘Tobacco Road’ 
roadshowed at the Mayfair last week, 
Oing a fair biz. 





In six nights and matinees ‘Road’ | 


got estimated $10,000 in 1,500-seater 
at $1.50 top, 
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FOR SALE OR LEASE 
ADELPHI THEATRE 


182 W. 54th St.. New York 
Over 1,400 Seats 


Communicate Suite 1222 
i115 Broadway, New York 
BArclay 17-0272 











| Native’ Click $11,000 
In Quick Pitt Repeat 


; Pittsburgh, Oct. 28. 

‘Native Son’ did it again at the 
Nixon last week—the hard way this 
time. Show originally came in here 
Sept. 29 at $2.20 top, and after a 
slow start finished to near capacity, 
getting just under swell $12,000. 
Then Nixon suddenly found itself 
without a booking when ‘Meet the 
People’ folded in Detroit; ‘Son’ al- 
ready had Toronto booked, but 
house and show got together and de- 
cided to try a repeat in Pittsburgh 
just three weeks after first date, 
something that’s never been tried 
here. 

Not only that, but show decided 
to come back under the original 
scale—$1.10 top for both matinees 
and $1.65 for evening performances. 
Result was estimated $11,000 last 
week, surprising everybody. 


3 ATTRACTIONS 
BOOM TO 1006 
IN TORONTO 


Toronto, Oct. 28. 

In a phenomenal week which in- 
dicates the wartime spending power 
in this city, three diversified amuse- 
ment attractions grossed over $100,- 
000. At the Royal Alexandra, Al 
Jolson in ‘Hold On to Your Hats’ got 
$24,900; at the Eaton Aiuditoriui, 
‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish and 


Louis Calhern) did $17,400; at the 
Maple Leaf Gardens, Bob Morton’s 











Circus grossed over $60,000. All three 
did practically sellout business 
throughout. 


Interesting sidelight was the fact 
that, with the exception of stars and 
principals, troupers ‘roughed’ it here 
because of the 10,000 delegates in 
town for the Dairy Industries Con- 
vention. Joison’s principals managed 
to get into the Royal York hotel, but 
| leads in other troupes had to be put 
up at clubs or socialites’ homes. 
Most of the troupers were forced to 
lodge in boarding houses, In the 
case of Bob Morton’s Circus, scores 
of the company slept every night in 
the dressing rooms. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ Royal 
Alexandra (1,551; $3.60). Preceded by 
a splendid explceitation campaign, 
musical did terrific $24,900 and drew 
all the first-string critics 
‘Life With Father’ opening. 
sellout business throughout week. 

‘Life With Father,’ Eaton Audi- 
torium (1,216; $3.00). First legitimate 
production presented in this depart- 
ment-store auditorium since em- 
porium was opened 10 years ago. It’s 
up seven floors, has a shallow stage 
and the acoustics could be improved, 
but, after a $17,400 take for the week 
impresarios are going to go whole- 
heartedly after further legit pro- 
ductions in addition to concert series. 
Play is in for extra two days 
(27-28), with extra Tuesday matinee. 


NIGHT’ BIG $21,200 
IN 3 DIXIE STANDS 


‘There Shall Be No Night’ played 
| three stands beyond the Mason and 
| Dixon line last week for a gross 
|estimated at $21,200 on the week. 
|The Lunts drew top money in Rich- 
|mond, Va., where the 
| three days approximated $9,400. 

| Other stands were Norfolk and 
Roanoke. 


‘Animal’ 106 in H’wood 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

El Capitan had town aW to itself 
the past week, with Otto Kruger 
topping’ the cast in ‘The Male 
Animal.’ Comedy got away to a good 
start and picke# yp estimated $10,000 
on the opening stanza. Run will have 
to be limited, as Paramount moves in 
soon to revamp the house into a pic- 
ture emporium. 

Book musical, ‘They Can’t Get 
You Down,’ opened last night 
(Mon.) at the Music Box. 























| John Shubert, son of J. J., is house 
| manager of the St. James, N. Y. ‘Pal 
| Joey’ is the attraction. 


takings in|} 


| 
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i night here. 
| performances at 


Wynn 146 in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Oct. 28. 
Coming Cincy’s road. show season, 
Ed Wynn's ‘Boys and Girls Together’ 
rossed approximately $14,000, fair. 
four night performances and a 
Saturday (25) matinee at the 2,500- 
geat Taft. Engagement ended Sun- 
day (26). Top was $3.30. 
_ This week the Shuberts are tenant- 
ing the 1,400-seat Cox with ‘My 
Sister Eileen’ at $2.75 top. Beginning 
Sunday (2), Al Jolson in ‘Held On to 
Your Hats’ is in the Taft for four 
night shows and one matinee at 
$3.30 top. 


SPIRIT $16,000, 
BETTER IN 2D 
HUB WEEK 








Boston, Oct. 28. 
‘Let’s Face It,’ Vinton Freedley 
musical starring Danny Kaye, left 
town Saturday (25) in a blaze of 
glory after two and a half tryout 


weeks here. Easily topped the town, 
which was loaded with shows. 
‘Blithe Spirit,’ the new Noel Coward 
farce, perked up to top trade in its 
second, final, frame here; and 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ continued at 
a capacity pace. Shuberts’ locally- 
produced ‘Mikado’ proved a surprise 
and won a holdover. 

Two shows came in Monday (27): 
‘Separate Rooms, with Alan Dine- 
hart, Anna Sten and Lyle Talbot; 
and ‘Macbeth,’ with Maurice Evans 
and Judith Anderson. Olsen and 
Johnson’s new opus, ‘Sons o’ Fun,’ 
preems here Thursday (30). 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Let’s Face It,’ Colonial (3d week) 
(1,643; $3.30). A solid b.o. whizzer 
from the start. Finished with $26,- 
000 tally. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Plymouth 
(4th wk) (1,480; $2.75). No letdown 
in socko biz for this one and road 
company will stay here eight weeks, 
maximum run allowed by previous 
commitments. Fourth frame took 
$16,500. 

‘Blithe Spirit, Wilbur (2d wk) 
(1,227; $2.75). Built up to fancy $16,- 
000 for second, final, stanza. Left 
town looking like a prospect for a 
comfortable Broadway run, after one 
week in Washington. 

‘Mikado,’ Majestic (Ist wk) (1,667; 
$2.20). Originally slated for a single 
week, but the press reception and 
word-cf-mouth on the production 
gave it enough momentum for a sec- 
ond week. First stanza grossed 
around $14,000. 

‘Rio Rita,’ Opera House (2d wk) 
(2,950; $2.20). Fairly well received, 
but not enough to tarry longer. Final 
week $12,500. 

‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
Copley (2d wk) (1,038; $1.65). Re- 
vival never stirred up much interest 


-W | here, but second, final, canto perked 
despite | 
Mostly | 


up to $5,000, fair. 


FATHER’ GREAT $20,800 
IN 1ST CLEVE. WEEK 


Cleveland, Oct. 28. 

‘Life with Father’ is breaking one 
of the old beliefs that Cleveland is 
just a one-week stand by doing 
smashing business during its fort- 
Four out of its eight 
$2.75 top had 
standee trade last week, which gar- 
nered estimated $20,800, biggest gross 





|the house has seen in years for a 


straight comedy. 

It’s still keeping up the good work 
this stanza, with mounting reserva- 
tions clearly indicating another near- 


| sellout week. 





| 


Evans Big 126 in N. H. | 


New Haven, Oct. 28. 

Break-in of the Maurice Evans’ 
production of ‘Macbeth’ brought in a 
mammoth estimated $12,000 to Shu- 
bert coffers in four shows at $3,30 
top. Peak gross of season for a 
straight play, with practically every 
pew occupied. 

House swings to vaude briefly for 
current last-half, then brings in 
preem of ‘Banjo Eyes’ Nov. 7-8. Only 
other booking set is Henry Hull in 
‘Play With Fire,’ due Nov. 14-15. 


Dante, $7,900, 5. F. 


San Francisco, Oct. 28. 
First week of Dante, magician at 
the Geary, got $7,900. 
House darkens until January, with 
neighboring Curran also skedded to 
remain empty until Dec. 1, when 
Katharine Cornell arrives in ‘Doctor's 
Dilemma.’ 








Helen Hayes $19,000, B'way’s Newest 


Click; ‘Best Foot’ $24,000, ‘Arsenic’ 
166, ‘Lady’ $31,000, All in Money 





3 Det. Legiters Open; 
‘North,’ $8,500, Picks Up 


Detroit, Oct. 28. 
This week saw all three 
houses here lit up under 
auspicious conditions than a year 





were attempted in anticipation, 
Shubert-Lafayette has third week of 


Building up over the first week, 


mated $8,500 last week. 





‘KICKERS’ FINE $26,300 | 
IN FINAL PHILLY WEEK 


; Philadelphia, Oct. 28. 

Philly’s three Shubert-U.B.0. 
houses are 100% active this week for 
the second time this season. Indica- 
tions right now point to the three 
houses being lighted pretty regularly 
from now until the pre-holiday 
slump. 

This week’s trio of newcomers in- 
cludes ‘Spring Again,’ Guthrie Mc- 
Clintic comedy production § with 
Grace George and C. Aubrey Smith 
at the Walnut (premiere), the Jooss 
Ballet at the Locust and ‘Rio Rita’ at 


the Forrest. 
‘High Kickers.’ 





George Jessel’s 
with plenty of talk going around 
about its dirt, jumped to estimated 
$26,300 in second and final week at 


legit | 
-more | 


ago, when the same number of houses | 


too | CD 
soon, of defense industry bagatelle. | 


The Cass is housing ‘Ah, Wilderness’: | 
‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ and the Wilson | 
has opening of ‘Clash By Night.’ | enough and cast too costly for show 


‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ picked up esti- | 





the Forrest and that was plenty good. 





‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ for the past 
week with a throat aitment, goes 
back into the cast at the Fulton, 
N. Y., tonight (Wednesday). Mar- 


gares Joyce, understudy, subbed for 
er. 


———————— ees 


Helen Brooks, out of the cast of | 





‘Candle in the Wind,’ starring 


| Helen Hayes, is an indicated money 


show, although the notices were not 
so hot. It topped $19,000 in seven 
times. ‘Best Foot Forward’ looks 
like a cinch stayer. Business was 


| about the same, with some grosses a 


bit better than the previous week. 





Estimates for Last Week 


Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
(Comedy-Drama), R_ (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘All Men Are -.::ke, Hudson. Final 
and 4ih week; has not improved 


to operate at moderate money. 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 
(42d week) (CD-938; $3.30). Getting 
S.R.O. attendance and may _ go 
through second season; quoted at 
$16,600. 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ 
(4th week) (M-1,104; $4.40). First 
musical sock success this season; 
rated more than $24,000, which 
means Capacity at all performances 
in this house. 


‘Claudia,’ Booth (37th week (CD- 
712: $3.30). Anticipate engagement 
will now extend to first of year, or 
longer; continues to draw substan- 
tial business, with pace up somewhat 
last week to $11,500. 

‘Candle in the Wind,’ Shubert (1st 
week) (D-1,405; $3.30). First-night- 
ers failed to enthuse, but capacity 
from then on; over $19,000 in seven 
times; that includes preview per- 
formance and premiere at $5.50 top. 


‘Cuckoos on the Hearth,’ Morosco 
(6th week) (C-938; $3.30). Moves to 
Mansfield Sunday (2); Sabbath busi- 
ness has been helping; around $6,000; 
management still figures it will get 
across, 

‘Good Neighbor,’ Windsor. Opened 
Tuesday (21) last week; got thumbs 
down; disappeared after solitary per- 
formance. 

‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 
(161st week) (R-1,519; $3.30). Long 
running revue continues to earn 
goodly profits, but ‘Suns o’ Fun’ due 


(Continued on page 52) 
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Barrymore 





———_ | 








OO bo oh bo hh ho ho bn bn hon ho ho ho hn, | 


HILDEGARDE 








BREAKING 


Saratoga, Montauk Point, 


SAVOY - 
NEW YORK 


— 4 


Decca Recording Artiste 


Played to capacity business 


—Washington, Buffalo, 
4 
+ 
y 
¥ 
4 
« 
« 
4 
# 


Cleveland and Chicago.., 


NOW. 


RECORDS 


at the 


PLAZA 


4 
4 


4 
4 


4 
‘ 


’ 





Personal Manager 
ANNA SOSENKO 
* Savoy-Plaza, New York 


> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
‘ 
. 
> 
> 
4 
» 
3 
> 
> 
: 
> 
r 
> 
| 
UN 





4 
Personality Series ‘ 
4 
4 


A. tr. Se Mr. hn hr. ah, Me, Lo Ma. Li. Mar, hte, Ly Lm 


Exe. Personal Rep. 
JACK BERTELL 
Music Corp. of America 





- 


eh NR ES A el RITE ITI OORT fe EAR. Stes MIS « 
ae 








H 
A 
at 


saieisiop aw icanlie: Dn Sees 


in POG RET: ae Si ye : mid s 


CARR PART AT 


ER. 








52 LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 


29, 1941 








Inside Stufi—Legit 





Block party, with beer and such, was scheduled to be held Oct. 18 for 
sailors in the Shubert alley, N.Y., with the companies of ‘Claudia’ and 
It rained and the party was declared off. 


*Pal Joey’ as hosts. 





However, 


when more than 100 gobs and their girls stowed up anyhow, something 


had to be done about it. 
Fearing that he might be blamed 
Shubert instructed one of his press 


McGinnis beer and hamburger eatery and the manager was stuck with 
the check, which amounted to around $150. 
with John Golden, who presents ‘Claudia.’ 
Abbott, but the Shuberts bought a controlling interest in that musical. 





Portions of ‘Watch on the Rhine’ were broadcast after Friday night's 


(24) performance at the Beck, N.Y., 


The anti-Nazi text was spoken in German and the audience was invited to 


remain, with most patrons sitting in. 
Only Mady Chrstians of the play's 
radio players. 


apply in this instance, since it was in 
Equity's ken. 





Double piano team in the pit for Coast musicals has been tabooed by 
Los Angeles local of American Federation of Musicians. 
on Dwight Deere Wiman, Jack Kirkland and authors of ‘They Can’t Get 
You Down,’ who share in the presentation of the book musical at the 
Music Box, and demanded a full orchestra. 


when producers agreed to five-man 
piece clicks orch will be augmented 


You Down’.were identified with the production of ‘Meet the People,’ 


Equity rule is that when plays are radioed in whole or 
part the actors must be paid one-eighth of a week’s salary. That did not 


for disappointing the sailors, Lee | 
agents to take the visitors to the 


| 


However, the cost was split 
‘Joey’ was produced by George 


beamed by shortwave to Germany. 
Broadcast was relayed via Boston. 


cast participated, the others being 


a foreign language, which is out of 


Union moved in 


Compromise was reached 
crew on a 10-day trial and, if the 
to full strength. Authors of ‘Get | 





whick for several weeks used only two pianos in the pit. 





Reason why four members of the ‘Ah Wilderness’ cast quit the show is 
that they obtained radio engagements after the Eugene O’Neill play 


opened at the Guild and did not wish 
road tour Monday (27) in Detroit. 


Those who left the cast were Dennie Moore, Enid Markev, Tom Tully 
and Virginia Raye. Replacements: Irene Corelatt, Frieda Altman, Russell 
Collins and Cappy (Ella) Carey. Latter is the daughter of Harry Carey 


who is featured. 





John Cecil Holm, the actor ho landed in the chips by co-authoring 


‘Trree Men On a Horse,’ figured in 


‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore, N.Y. 


‘Banjo Eyes,’ starring Eddie Cantor. 


has a book based on ‘Three Men,’ with Holm, Joe Quillan and Izzy Ellin- 
George Abbott, ‘Best Foot’ producer, collaborated with 


son colabbing. 
Holm on ‘Three Men.’ 


to leave New York. Play opened a 


the book of two musical comedies, 
, which he wrote, and the incoming 
‘Eyes,’ due in early in December, 


| ~ 
hole 
iter tnan last week; $13,300 quoted, 


week) (CD-1,082; $3.30). Better than 
previous week by several hundred 
dollars; quoted at $15,800; passes 
two-year mark end of next week. 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (44th 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Another 
ver that did as well if not bet- 


and looks set through fali period. 


‘Pal joey,’ St. James (42d week) 
(M-1,520; $3.30). First week here 
after resuming at the Shubert saw 
little difference in normal week’s 
pace; around $14,000; sticking for a 


| time. 

‘Panama Hattie, 46th St. (52d 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). New mu- 
sicals may affect last year’s sock 


musical, but it is still getting good 
money, with the pace around $25,000 
level. 


‘The Corn Is Green,’ Royale (48th 
week) (D-1,047; $3.30). Slightly bet- 
ter than estimated, gross being 
around $11,000; that is profitable for 
one-setter that was drama standout 
last season. 


‘The Wookey,’ Plymouth (7th 
week) (D-1,075; $3.30). Picked up 
somewhat with takings around $17,- 
000; first of season’s straight plays 
to get in the money; matinees said 
to be improving. 

‘Viva O’Brien,’ Majestic. Yanked 
Saturday (25) after playing slim two 
weeks and two nights; $9,000, maybe. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Martin Beck 
(30th week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Holds 


| to excellent money and should hold 


pace indefinitely; rated at $16,000; 
goodly coin for straight show. 


Revival 
‘As You Like It,’ Mansfield, 


Yanked Saturday (25); played just 
one week. 
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or snow and spend about $15 for the 
evening. That isn’t what we want. 

Here in New Castle we have the 
Scottish Rite Cathedral, the auditor- 
ium of which is a grand theatre. It 








Additional costumes 


were ordered for 


‘Let’s Face It’ after the new 


musical opened in Boston, where it was highly rated. Chorines had been 
dolled up in white rigs, in which they appeared several times, so Vinton 


Freedley, who produced the show, decided on more variety in the en- | 


semble dressing. 


Report that whole sets of costumes had been discarded was emphatic- 


ally denied. 





Duke and Duchess of Windsor saw but one show during their visit to 


New York last week. It was ‘Lady 
Friday (24), being entertained later 
trude Lawrence, show’s star 

Date was arranged by ex-Captain 


in the Dark,’ which they attended 
in the dressing room suite of Ger- 


Jack Potter, company manager of 


‘Lady,’ who, after the World War -was-in London, and was Windsor’s 
personal aide when the latter was Prince of Wales. 





Prizes given away by drawing each week for ‘Cuckoos on the Hearth,’ 
Morosco, N. Y., include bottles of booze. When winners get Scotch they 


are satisfied, but when rye 


is tendered most are prone to squawk. | 


There are cash prizes, too, high being $25. 


Sets of dishes 
what they cost. 


are most in 


demand, 
He explains the crockery looks better than the price. 


but Brock Pemberton wen’t 





China Harris, widow of the late Sam H. Harris, planed to Denver last 


week upon receiving news that a w 


been killed in a motorcar smashup. 
When ske heard that George M. 


oman who was her best friend had 


Cohan had been operated on, Mrs. 


Harris immediately flew back to New York. 


Alex Cohen, young showman who 


63rd Street, N.Y., recently, has given 
intended to use for alternating stock. 


but one week. 


presented ‘Ghost For Sale’ at Daly’s 
up tenancy of that house, which he 
Show cost over $13,000 and played 





GOOD NEIGHBOR 


(Continued from page 50) 
he’s visible on stage in a part for 
which he’s clearly unsuited. 

Lewis is undoubtedly sincere in his 
yen for the theatre. He collaborated 
with Lloyd Lewis some yéars ago 
on ‘Jayhawker,’ which was at least a 
respectable failure. He adapted his 
own ‘It Can‘t Happen Here’ and gave 
it to the Federal Theatre for multiple 


production. With Fay Wray, the film | 


player, he wrote and toured in 
‘Angela Is 22’ and has acted in other 
shows. Then, last season, he neatly 
combined his novelist’s talent with 
his stage infatuation to turn out 
‘Bethel Meriday,’ a best-seller. Hav- 
ing abandoned a partly-written novel 
to do ‘Good Neighbor,’ he can well 
cross the show off as experience and 
go back to his book. ‘For Byrd, 
whose previous productions, ‘White 
Man,’ ‘Journeyman’ and ‘John Henry,’ 
were all flops, ‘Neighbor’ is un- 
doubtedly a bitter dose. 

Jack Levin, who authored ‘Neigh- 
bor,’ is a Baltimore advertising man. 
His sentiments about tolerance and 
human goodne.s are admirable, but 
on the basis of ‘Neighbor’ his dra- 
matic craftsmanship is deplorable. A 
mixture of typical Yiddish melo- 
drama and blood-’n’-thunder cliff- 
hanger, its story about the kindly 
Jewish matriarch whose generous 
acts finally get her shot by southern 
vigilantes is lugubriously inept. 

Anna Appel, recruited from the 
Yiddish stage for the leading part, 
gives the character full dimension, 
but she is unable to carry the play. 
Gustav Shackt, also from the Yid- 
dish theatre, does what he can in an- 
other, lesser, lead. But the best the 
others can do is merely avoid public 


humiliation. Whole affair is intense- 

ly embarrassing for everyone con- 

cerned, including the audience. 
Hobe. 


say | 


seats about 3,200, has one of the 
|largest stages in the country, has a 
ltwenty seven pcsition, major pre- 
|selective light board, footlights that 
are all baby spots, a grid that runs 
about 140 feet, a $65,000 Skinner or- 
gan, and acoustics that are practical- 
ly perfect. Now and then somebody 
opens the theatre as a film house but 
for several good reasons, among 
them the inability to get picture 
franchises, the venture fails. 

We have kad a number of plays 
there in past years: ‘Rosemary,’ ‘My 


Maryland,’ ‘The tudent Prince,’ 
‘Tobacco Road,’ ‘The Green Pas- 
tures. These and a number of 





others and they did business. Some 
of your road show managers in New 
York City are missing a good thing 
|for a break jump engagement. 

For example, if and when ‘How 
Green Was My Valley’ takes to the 
|road, it’s a six, two and even bet 
lthat we could do not less than a 
|$5,000 house here for it. A road 
|ecompany of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 


| or ‘Panama Hattie,” or ‘Louisiana 
|Purchase,’ could do nearly as well. 
|The fact that they play in Pitts- 


burgh wouldn’t mean a thing, for the 
|metropolitan population of Pitts- 
burgh fills a house for the week. 
Incidentally, some day I may 
| write you or Brooks Atkinson a let- 
\ter expressing our opinion of your 
|New Yorkers who ruin a lot of good 
ishows for we _ hinterlanders by 
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Literary Felon 


After a running gun-fight through 
downtown Buffalo streets, Joseph 
Russell, 33, paroled convict, was ar- 
rested by Post Office inspectors 
charged with fraudulent use of the 
mails in selling counterfeit, plagia- 
rized and untrue articles to maga- 
zines. Russell, also known as Ros- 
selli, Russo and Courtney, and who 
claims his real name is Guiseppe 
Rosselli, was released from Ohio 
State Penitentiary last January after 
doing 15 years for robbery. Last 
month Reader’s Digest published 
‘My Most Unforgettable Character’ 
by Russell, the author claiming to 
the police that he had been offered 
several thousand dollars for the pic- 
ture rights of the article. 

Complaints made by Coronet, True 
Detective Stories and Master De- 
tective Stories to the P. O. Depart- 
ment stated that Russell had faked 
stories submitted to these publica- 
tions, as well as imaginary inter- 
views alleged to have been given 
him by fictitious crime-enforcement 
officials. Fictional police commis- 
sioners of Rochester, Erie, Buffalo 
and Jamestown, N. Y., were quoted 
at length with their names and titles. 
Affidavits, with forged signatures 
and spurious photographs, were also 
submitted by Russell in connection 
with his articles. 

Arrested in the Buffalo Post Of- 
fice, the writer escaped from a police 
car taking him to headquarters and 
it required a chase and several shots 
to halt him. In his lodgings were 
found large quantities of manu- 
scripts, papers, photographs and sim- 
ilar material. 





Don Herold Claims ‘Sabotage’ 


‘Sabotaging’ of copy that he wrote 
as film critic of Scribner’s Commen- 
tator is given as the reason for the 
resignation of Don Herold from the 
magazine. Herold, in a typewritten 
memo sent to newspaper editors, 
explains that the altered copy made 
him appear as an isolationist and 
ah opponent of Wendell Willkie and 
the ‘so-called’ interventionist trend 
of motion pictures. 

In his memo Herold says that 
| George Eggleston, editor of the 
|Commentator, told him that he had 
dismissed two members of the staff 
for tampering with the copy. 
Eggleston, according to Herold, ex- 
plained ‘that the interventionists had 
placed them on his staff to sabotage 
the magazine.’ 

Pertinently the cause of his action, 
Herold avers, are the changes in a 
|story that he wrote regarding the 
| Senate subcommittee’s investigation 
linto motion pictures. Herold states 
he wrote: ‘Wendell Willkie is coun- 
|sel for the motion picture industry 
in the session. 
of the investigation.’ 
| changed to read: ‘Wendell Willkie— 
'the biggest dud in modern political 











jin the 


S. Allen, Record’s Washington cor. 
respondent and co-author of the 
Washington Merry-go-round column, 
and Kenneth G. Crawford, chief of 
PM's Washington bureau. Both re. 
called conversations with the News 
man which, they said, would Sub- 
stantiate the Record’s charges. At. 
torney for O'Donnell is John D. M 
Hamilton, former chairman of the 
Republican National Committee. 

The suit is the latest step in the 
feud between J. David Stern, Record 
publisher, and Colonel Retert R 
McCormick and Captain Joseph M. 
Patterson, of the Chicago Tribune 
and N. Y. News. As part of the war 
the News-Tribune syndicate re- 
cently refused to renew contract for 
comics and other features to the 
Record. 





Smith in 13 Dailies 


Column by H. Allen Smith, former 
N. Y. World-Telegram feature writer 
and author of ‘Low Man on a Totem 
Pole,’ started Monday (27) in 13 pa- 
pers. Distributed by United Fea- 
tures, it has no New York outlet as 
yet, but is set to go into the new 
Marshall Field sheet in Chicago when 
that starts. 

About 600 words long, daily pillars 
are in many respects similar to the 


features Smith turned out for the 
W-T. 





How Strike Hurt Circulations 

During the 10-day dispute between 
corner newsstands and the publish. 
ers of New York dailies, the drop in 
circulation was not as much as an- 


ticipated. Midtown section was 
mostly affected, but papers were 


regularly on sale in hotels and sub- 
way stations, serviced by the Ameri- 
can News Co. Stands in lower Man- 
hattan did not participate in the 
‘strike.’ 

At the end of the first week circu- 
lation of the News was estimated to 
have dropped 300,000 from its daily 
sales of 2,000,000. Sun conceded it 
was off about 14% with varied drops 
by other papers. Advertisers queried 
the business departments of the 
dailies on the point of rate conces- 
sions, but with the termination of 
the strike it was indicated that no 
claims would be presented. 


Less Nazism in Argentine? 
Survey of political leaning of Ar- 
gentine press just completed shows 
that, contrary to gener&él belief, an 
overwhelming percentage of papers 
Pampa country 


are pro- 
democratic and strongly 


antl-Nazi. 


|Check was made by British sources 


| to 


Nothing will come | 
The copy was 
|} and 


history—is properly cast as counsel | 


\for the Motion Picture Industry in 
lthe session. There is a lot of in- 
\terventionist stuff in the movies— 
| especially in the newsreels—and 
| something should be done about it.’ 


Herold avers that this was ‘a shock 


to me because I am still not only a 


[Closed after one performance;|‘ttooping in during the first act. | great admirer of Wendell Willkie, 


| printed for the record.] 


When we manage to get into New 








| B’way Legit Grosses 








eighty for a brace of seats 


of debs and sub-debs 
late to show off the hides of a lot 
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in this spot next month; will move 
ior tour; $25,000 estimated. 


| ‘High Kickers,’ Broadhurst (M- 
| 1,142; $440). Presented by Alfred 
Bloomingdale, with George Jessel 


and Sophie Tucker financially inter- 
fested and starred; fared well in 
| Philadelphia past two weeks; opens 
| Friday (31). 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (2d re- 
peat engagement) (15th week) (R- 
3,027; $1.65). Fared comparatively 
as well last week as previous week, 
when an extra matinee was played 
(Columbus Day); quoted at $26,300, 





which indicates stay through au- 
tumn. 
‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 


sumed) (29th week) (M-1,357; $4.40). 


with standees always on 
big as last spring; 


should not affect this standout. 


1,012; $3.85): Presented by 
Gordon; written by Edna Ferber and 
George S. Kaufman; 
business at Washington 
opened yesterday (Tuesday). 
_. ‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (M-1,450; 
| $4.40). Presented by Vinton Freed- 
|ley; Cole Porter score featured over 
|cast; drew great business in Boston 
|}and touted as cinch for Broadway; 
| opens tonight (Wed.). 
‘Life with Fo2*ther,’ 


tryout; 





Empire (102 


Packing ’em in every performance, | 
hand; 
quoted at more than $31,000; just as 
new musicals 


‘Land Is Bright,’ Music Box (D- 
Max 


fairly good 


of fur-bearing animals. 


tain uninterruptedly. We haven’t 
the slightest interest in the fact that 


on East 45th street. 
you a rough idea. 
Bart Richards. 

New Castie News 








York City and lay down eight bucks 
it’s 
|damned annoying to have a bunch 
walking in 


We want 
|to see the show from curtain to cur- 


Lindy’s, or the Pen and Pencil over 
This may give 


|but a personal friend of his.” The 
writer also states that the Commen- 
tator also left out his line ‘I hate 
Hitler and his Nazis.’ 

Editors of Scribner’s Commentator, 
which recently moved its offices 
Wis., blamed a 


manuscript forgery 


| Eggleston denied any staff 





A $50,000 libel suit was filed last 
week in Philadelphia Common Pleas 
Court by Jolin O’Donnell, New York 
Daily News Washington correspond - 
.} ent, against the Philadelphia Record. 
The action was based on an editorial 











Defense Curbs 


| blasting O’Donnell’s story anent U.S. 
| warships convoying supply ships as 
‘a deliberate lie.’ The Record also 








Continued from page lo 


movements of troops 
space available. 
indoor and 


cal troupes, 


pany when and how they move and 
j exact time of arrival. 





and defense 
products, and they had taken all the 


Showmen suggest that all theatri- 
outdoor, 
dramatic and vaudeville, in future 
have their stage carpenter or man- 
ager stick with baggage car so they 
can inform theatre and cartage com- 


called O’Donnell ‘pro-Nazi, anti- 
Semitic and anti-British.’ 


Depositions were taken in Wash- 
ington Wednesday (22), at which 
Stephen Early, secretary to the 
President, testified that Mr. Roose- 
velt had called O’Donnell’s story ‘a 
deliberate lie’ and instructed him to 
make such a statement to news- 
papermen. The Record’s allegations 
that O’Donnell was  anti-British, 








from New York to Lake Geneva, | 





|for the resignation of Herold. Editor | 


mem- | 


roa Neae , come from the Co- | yer had altered Herola's manuscript 
have a date later on at the Stork. but said there was ‘forgery at our| 
Out here most of the folks think of end between the offices and the 
the Stork as that bird which leaves printe! 

babies. We'll get just as much fun 

after the show at the Brass Rail or |N-¥. News Scribe Sues Philly Rag 


determine whethe1 not ad- 
ditional sheets were necessary to 
adequately present the British cause 
to readers there. 

Revealed that while El Pampero 
the Transocean News Agency 
got a lot of attention in some quar- 
ters, the majority of the papers are 
strongly anti-Hitler. 


or 


LITERATI OBITS 

Joan Conquest, 58, British novel- 
ist, died. Oct. 23 in Brighton, Eng- 
land. 

Frederick Andrew Burt, 67, retired 
book publisher, died Oct. 23 in 
Brooklyn. His father had founded 
A. L. Burt & Co., which, among other 
books, had published the Alger 
series. 


Joseph W. Harper, 79, grandson of 


the founder of Harper Bros., and 
| with the publishing house from 1884 
until his retirement in 1924, died 
Oct. 24 in N. Y. 

Frederick Green Johnson, 51, pub- 
lisher of The Wilkes-Barre (Pa.) 
Record, died Oct. 21 in that city 

Orrin Terry, 54, publisher and 
editor of The Waterville (N. Y.) 
Times since 1913, died Oct. 22 in 
Utica, N. Y. 

CHATTER 
Nevil Shute’s novel, ‘The Pied 


Piper,’ recently bought by 20th-Fox, 
goes into Collier’s as a serial. 

Dell Publishing Co. republishes 
My Story magazine starting with the 
March issue out in February. Elisa- 
beth Sharp is the editor. 

Publicist Constance Hope has just 
had a book written by her released 
by Bobbs-Merrill. Dealing with the 
press agentry of records, it's called 
‘Publicity in Breccoli.’ 4 

Wallace Brooks has been named 
advertising director of the new Mar- 
shall Field-Silliman Evans a.m. Chi- 
cago paper. Brooks was formerly 





with the Chicago Tribune. Hiram 


4 s $ tay ~ ’ j >/ ] al 
anti-Jewish and pro-Hitler were | Schustei has been appointed 0c 


backed up by depositions by Robert | advertising manager. 
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Broadway 


Mitchell Leisen vacationing in New 
rk. 
Pe série March arrived in the east 
over the weekend. . 
L. Berman wrenched his back 


eying to play handball. . 

Irvin Pincus and Terry Lewis are 
collaborating on a new play. 

Billy Livingston is designing cos- 
tumes for new Sonja Henie ice show. 

Friars Club conducts its 33d an- 
nual Frolic at the Imperial theatre 
Nov. 23. macau 6 . 

Cue on defense-coin influx is the 
terrific weekend biz into N.Y. 
niteries, etc. ; 

Alan Dwan checked in from the 
Coast over the weekend for a three- 
week vacash, a 

ia Gwin, for years in pictures, 
Fan doing publicity for the Sachs 
furniture outfit. 

Mrs. George Dunn, wife of the 
manager of the RKO 8lst St., is very 
active in Republican politics. 

Elliott McManus, in charge of ac- 
cessories at the 20th-Fox exchange, 
is giving up bachelorhood shortly. 

John Cecil Holm and Arthur 
Schwartz collabing on an original 
picture yarn. It will be a musical. 

Lobby of 46th Street (‘Panama 
Hattie’) dolled up with comfortable 
chairs and settees for intermission 
comfort. me 

George Smith, new western divi- 
sion manager for Paramount, is a 
brother of Andy Smith, sales man- 
ager of RKO. f 

Willis Goldbeck, writer on ‘Kil- 
dare’ and ‘Hardy’ series at Metro, 
back to the Coast last week after 
New York vacash. 

Clifford Smith, New Jersey oper- 
ator, is living at a midtown N. Y. 
hotel.- Says business in his 12 houses 
is up from last year. 

Wendell L. Willkie will be the 

ker this evening (Wed.) at a 
inner of the Picture Pioneers at 
Toots Shor’s restaurant. 

Songwriter Johnny Mercer is re- 
ported being groomed for a Para- 
mount production svot under ex- 
songsmith Buddy DeSylva. 

William Morgan, manager for 
20th-Fox in Trinidad, left for home 
Saturday (25) after a month’s con- 
fabbing with home office execs. 

Joan Chapman, torch singer, and 
Tyler Sangston, advertising man 
are to wed soon. Sangston recently 
sold his yacht to the government. 

Girls living at the Rehearsal Club 
issued another illustrated booklet 
exploiting themselves for legit, radio 
and film jobs. Jean Dale again editor. 

Alfred Drake, who’s just been 
handed juve singing lead in Georgie 
Hale’s ‘Lady Comes Across,’ is 
brother of Arthur Kent, Met bari- 
tone. 

Fredric March in town for ‘One 
Foot in Heaven’ preem at the Music 





| 
| 


| 


Hall and to start rehearsals of new | 


Theatre Guild opus, ‘Hope for a Har- 
vest.’ 

Arthur Menken, globe-trotting war 
cameraman for Paramount newsreel, 
arrived in N. Y. from Australia fol- 


lowing an eight-month tour in the | 


Far East. 

Bing Crosby, at Empire racetrack, 
explained his philosophy on betting, 
Never bet any more than you can 
afford. Then Bing put $50 bets on 
every race. 

Joe Cooper, midwestern operator 
who lives on a farm upstate, checked 


in at the Par h.o. during the past | 


week to go over 
his theatres. 

Laird Cregar, 20th-Fox contract 
Player, who came into N. Y. for a 
vacation between pictures, has re- 
turned to Hollywood on loan to RKO 
for ‘Joan of Paris.’ 

Julius Monk, who used to be with 
Herbert Jacoby at Brevoort, now at 
new Cafe Montparnasse, nee Whir!- 


iatters relating to 


Berle flew in and out for the sane | 
purpose? also to see the new Jessel 
musical. 


Robert Wolff, RKO exchange man- 
ager;* George Skouras, Al Hovell, 
Century Circuit; Freddie Schwartz, | 
Leslie Schwartz, Huck Hovell and | 
Charles McCabe, publisher of N. Y. | 
Mirror, back from a grouse-hunting | 
expedition in the Adirondacks. 


Irving Berlin wired the new 
George Jessel (Lois Andrews)! 
heiress that he’s writing the first, 
song for her, and Eddie Cantor | 
wired the pappy, ‘That’s how 
started my Cantor Home for Girls.’ | 
Jessel flew to the Coast over the | 
weekend before returning to open 
‘High Kickers’ on Broadway. 


~USO’s $800,000 
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was assured, Delmar has about five 
units completely worked out on pa- 
per and can send them into rehear- 
sal as soon as transfer of the USO 
coin is officially completed this 
week. He has skeletons of four other 
shows worked out. 


Straight Legiters 


In addition to revues, Dowling is | 
understood to contemplate six 
straight comedy legiters and four 
musicals. Some of the legiters will 
be specially built, while others will | 
be lifted right from Broadway or 
the road. It is said that Brock Pem- 
berton has offered ‘Cuckoos on the 
Hearth,’ currently at the Morosco, 
N.Y., aS a camp unit. 

Setup of 24 shows is figured to 
provide a gander at one of them for 
every boy every three weeks or so 
in 72 camp theatres and 13 naval 
posts. About 10 shows will be sent 
out on a circuit of 33 of the largest 
(more than 1,000-seat) houses, and 
the other 14 shows will cover 42 
houses with smaller theaters. It is 
hoped to make interchange of the 
units between the two circuits pos- 
sible by picking up certain portable 
equipment for the more poorly setup 
camps. In addition, some smaller 
units are figured on to play canton- 
ments with auditoriums and stages 
inadequate for a full-scale presenta- | 
uuon. 





$3,000 Weekly Budget 

Dowling is setting a budget of 
around $3,000-per-week per unit. This | 
is more than three times as much as 
the CC spends on the mobile shows 
it has had out during the summer. 
Part of the difference is that the 
War Department and the CC want 
the units to be as ‘independent of 
the Army as possible, and thus cost 
of the new shows will include all 
transportation and living expenses 
of the troupes. Wherever possible | 
they will be bedded and boarded 
outside the camps. 


Dowling hopes to keep the oper- 
ators as nearly as possible similar to 
regular commercial entertainment. | 
For that reason there will be all | 
union performers and_ stagehands | 
and even a union press agent out in 
advance, according to the present 
scheme. 

Equity, American Guild of Variety 
Artists, IATSE, Theatrical Managers 


| Association afid other show business 
' unions will meet later this week or 


| They 


hg Top, with another ex-Jacobite, | 


Aileen Cook, heading show. 

John Hav Whitney to the Coast 
over the weekend in connection with 
Hollywood activities of his group 


| scales. 


working on Pan-Americanism in the | 


film business: back in 10 days. 
Bretaigne Windust, who directed 
Stage version of ‘Arsenic and Old 
ace,” in Hollywood for two months 
as guest of Frank Capra, who's meg- 
8ing Warners’ celluloid edition. 
Tom Blackmore, associated with 
Max Fine in producing house fronts, 
is in Medical Center following a cab 
collision, but reported there were 
no fractures or concussion, as feared 
Gus Eyssel personally escorted the 
uke and Duchess of 
through Radio City, the Music Hall, 
BC studios, ete. 
the stageshow at the 
skipped the film. 
Jim Furman, formerly with Par 
and Loew's theatre department but 


Hall,. but 


of late years in the public relations | 


early next week to decide on scales. | 
made tentative offers at a 
meeting with Army, USO and CC 
officials several weeks ago, but now 
will be called upon to place their | 
figures in black and white. All have | 
agreed to accept less than regular 
Many performers will get 
far above the minimiums, although 
generally below what they would 
ordinarily command. 

CC has taken a suite of offices on 
the same floor as Dowling’s at 246 
W. 44th street, N.Y 


Arnold Outlines Plans 
Hollywood, Oct. 28. 


New program of entertainment at 
all Army and Navy bases, consist- 
g of 24 traveling road units aug- 
| mented by stars and featured play- 


Windsor | 


They sat through | 


business for himself on the Coast, is | 


ue east in a week to discuss two 
different posts offered him. 

polmon & Schuster claims Gypsy 
Ose Lee's ‘G-String Murcers’ Mys- 


Ty is selling ‘at the rate of 500 a! 


ay, with printings (four so far) 
jotaling 20,000 copies . . . there’s no 
elling how it will all end up.’ 
erner Janssen, Jr., son of the 
Composer, is drum major of the Co- 
umbia U. band and manifests his 
showmanship heritage by his per- 
Sonal performance between halves. 
is stepmother is Ann Harding. 
alter Pidgeon, here for the 
peegm of ‘How Green Was My Val- 
rd Stays on for another week be- 
ore returning to the Coast. Milton 





| 


| 


} 


ers, was outlined by Edward Arn- 
old at ‘the annual meeting of the 
Séreen Actors Guild. 

Schedule will be made up of 
dramatic, comedy and revue units, 
each complete in itself. Supplement- | 
ing the shows will be topline talent | 
drawn from New York and Holly- | 
wood, each governed by a selective | 
committee representing the talent! 
unions, agents and employers. Com- 
mittees will keep records of 
available stars and featured players | 
and send them out to join the trav- | 
eling troupes whenever they are) 
free from contracted engagements. | 

When the program gets into effect, | 
the stars and featured players will | 
not be required to answer any other | 
calls for entertainment. Meanwhile, | 
Theatre Authority is clearing free | 
shows in the Army camps. 


|adaptation of 


Paris 





Odeon theatre unshuttered. 
Jean Mathot to direct singer Tino 
Rossi in ‘Fievres.’ 


D’Annunzio’s ‘Dead Ciiy’ drawing | 


large crowds in Cannes legit. 


Gaston Baty and company off to! 


Lyons to give classic ‘Phedre.’ 
Jean de Marguenat started ‘Les 
Jours Heureaux,’ with P. R. Wilm. 
Henri Mayer, 80, former stage 
actor and Boulevardier, died in 
Paris. 


France's best tennis player, Yvon | 


Petra, released from German prison 


camp. 

Comic Fernandel’s next pic is | 
|‘Acrobate,, done in  non-occupied | 
| France. 


Famed Chat Noir cabaret in Mont- 
martre to be setting of pic by Jean 
Breville. 

Serge de Poligny wants to do the 
life of Jeanne d’Arec and is working 
on scenario. 

Novel ‘Grand Meaulnes,’ which has 
been translated into English, may be 
brought to screen. 

After German engagement, Harry 
Bauer’s first French pic will be with 


|singer Andre Bauge. 


Marie Dubas, recently wed in Lis- 
bon, returned to Paris music hall 
stage in ‘Chonchette.’ 

‘Premier Bal,’ megged by Christian 
Jacque, scenario and dialog by 
Charles Spaak, completed. 

Studio 28, which used to special- 
ize in modernistic and freak films 
before the war, has been unshuttered 
in Paris. 

Newspapers protest French radio 
stations’ custom of cutting off in 
middle of musical number ‘just to 
announce news.’ 

Mogador, Paris, reopened with 
‘Merry Widow’ and Pigalle with 
operetta ‘La Rene s’Amuse’ (‘Queen 
Amuses Herself’). 

Jean Gourguet began ‘Le Mous- 
saillon’ with Yvette Lebon. Latter 
will next appear in pic with Sacha 
and Genevieve Guitry. 

Boeuf Sur Le Toit nightclub left 
Pierre ler de Serbie locale and now 
installed in former Mon Paris, hot- 
spot on rue de Colisee. 

Films produced before 1937 and 
excepted from destruction order are 


‘Le Porte du Large,’ ‘Veille d’Armes’ | 


and ‘Trois de Saint Cyr.’ 
Raoul Ploquin, director of French 


|}cinema in occupied zone, announced 


that French studios will produce 70 
pixs in the next few months. 
Aviation pioneer Henri Farman 


| will collaborate as technical advisor 


in filming of ‘Le Mariage de Chif- 


fon, megged by Claude Autan 
| Lara. 
Cinema Day held at Marseilles’ 


Fair, with speeches by Marcel Pag- 
nol, Pierre Blanchar, director Abel 
Ganoe and Raoul Ploudin, cinema 
chief. 

Henri Decoin, Danielle Darrieux’ 
ex, slated to do ‘Les Inonnus dans 
la Maison,’ adapted from Georges 


| Simenon’s novel, with Raimu in No- 
| vember. 


Andre Bauge has written operetta 


with Jose Germain entitled ‘La Plus | 


Jolie’ (‘The Prettiest’), in which he 
will share singing lead wlth wife, 
Suzanne. 

Marcel Pagnol began ‘Priere Aux 
Etoiles’ wiih Josett Day, Pierre 
Blanchar. ‘Briseur de Chaines,’ with 
Blanchette Brunoy and Pierre Fres- 
nay, on lot. 

After filling role of historic 
Madame Capet in play of same name 


at Theatre Montparnasse, Marcelle | 
Mary 


Maurette going to evoke 
Stuart in play of same name at same 
theatre. 

Pierre Brasseur and Pierre Feuil- 
licre have written comical screen 
‘Robinson Crusoe.’ 
They want comics Raimu and Fer- 
nandel as Crusoe and Friday, re- 
spectively. 

Marcel |'Herbier began Armand 
Salacrou’s ‘Histoire de Rire,’ which 
was Paris’ biggest stage success in 
1939-40. Features Michel 
Micheline Presle, Fernand 
and Gilbert Gill. 

Most sought after French actresses 
now are Marie Dea, who got her 
start with Maurice Chevalier in 


Gravet 


| ‘Peeges,’ Louise Carletti, who comes 
from a family of circus acrobats, and 
Micheline Presle, ‘French Deanna 
Durbin.’ 

Maurice Chevalier’s first Paris ap- 
pearance was a radio concert In 
which he sang four new numbe1 
‘Toi, Toi, Toi,’ dedicated to memory 
of his mother; ‘Epoir’ (‘Hope’), ‘Les 


Jambes de Louis XV’ (Louis XV’'s 
Legs’) and ‘Choupeta.’ 

Music hall and operetta shows— 
variety excepted—now obliged to 
give one day of rest per week to 
actors and technicians. Salaries can- 
not be altered. Each time three 


| shows given same day, actors must | 
following | 


be given afternoon off 


week. 


Yank comedies appealing to French | 
pict directors, with Maurice Cam- | 


mage announcing he’s going to pro- 
duce ‘Une Vie de Chien’ (‘Dog's 


Life’), ‘based on Chaplin picts,’ and | 


Albert Valentine announcing ‘Drole 
de Tournee’ (‘Funny Tourney’) 


‘along the lines of a Marx Brothers | 


pict.’ Latter will have comic trio 


| Nello, Natal and Renatis. 


To go on lot shortly: ‘La Foire 
Aux Femmes,’ megged by Jean Dre- 
ville: ‘Opera,’ ‘Musette,” megged by 
Rene Fevre: musical comedy “Mima- 
leina.’ with Yvonne Printemps and 


Simon, | 


Pierre Fresnay, directed by Jean de 
Limur; ‘Frenesie,’ play, by Feyret 
Chapuis, directed by Pierre Ducis; 
‘Le Zone,’ with Arletty and Fernan- 
del, directed by ex-actor Pierre 
Brasseur. 





Kansas City 


By John Quinn 





Eddie Daniels in at the Hotel Phil- 


lips to work out on novachord, with 


| Virgil Bingham assisting. 

Joe Redmond, Esquire theatre 
|manager, back on the job after a 
| fortnight rassling with flu and laryn- 
| gitis. 

‘Time of Your Life’ is in a two- 
week run at the Resident theatre as 
first effort of new director, Charles 
Alan. 


Marie Austin heading the floor 
show, with Burton Dahl as m.c., at 
the Green Hills club, newly opened 
north of town. 


Lester Harding, Tower theatre 
m.c., trained for Hollywood, where 
he'll hook up his baritone to some 
recording and radio chores. 

Lawrence Lehman, manager of the 
Orpheum theatre, looking himself 
again after taking the rest cure fol- 
lowing his recent heart ailment. 

Herman Wobber, 20th-Fox sales 
manager, and W. J. Kupper, his as- 
sistant, in at the local exchange for 
|a pep meeting with employees. 

Jim Long, Fox-Midwest_ city 
chief, locks his desk after managers’ 
convention next week long enough 
to vacation in New York and the 
east. 

Mike Cullen, Loew’s divisional 
manager, in town, combining biz 
with pleasure to visit with Horace 
Heidt and glimpse John Harris’ ice 
show. 

Pete Dailey in from Hollywood to 
confer with Benny Marcus of Co- 
lumbia exchange on ad and publicity 





pictures. 

Harry Kuh, advance man for ‘Ice- 
Capades’ unit, spending several days 
in local hospital taking 
treatments before heading to Buffalo 
for the ice show. 


Sam Bennett, KMBC 
|rector, to Omaha to rap the gavel 


managers’ division of the National 
Association of Broadcasters. 
Barbara Montez Dusenberry, Ex- 
|celsior Springs, Mo., the winnah as 
| Quéen of the American Royal Shows 
jin a judging of 55 beauties from 
owe of territory surrounding 





Arden Booth, musical director of 
station WREN, Lawrence, Kans., in- 
vitational conductor of the 
voice mass chorus at the American 


Royal livestock show last Thursday | 


(23). 





| Par’s Story Buys 


} 
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|; monopolized. Prime one was the re- 
organization of the company, bring- 


ing in Barney Balaban and trans-| 


ferring Y. Frank Freeman to the 
production end. They were anxious 
to build up the product and thus 
were open to important story buys. 
Change In Manpower 

A coroilary reason for the big 
purchases was changes in the story 
department that occurred soon after 
| the reorganization. These saw Dick 
Halliday, eastern editor, who had al- 
ways favored such buys, shifted to a 
similar job at the Coast, bringing him 
| within easy earshot of execs and 


producers who had to be sold on 
coin-spending. At the same time,! 


Richard Mealand, long active in the 
| publishing field and also an advocate 
of major buying, came in as eastern 
story editor. Bill Dozier, of similar 
mind as Halliday and Mealand, has 
since succeeded Halliday as Coast 
editor 
Those changes gave Par plenty 


ight into the book market and when 


musical producer de Sylva became 
studio head last year, John Byran 
Par New York pla department 
chief, found a more than sympathetic 


ear for his imprecations to buy im- 
portant Broadway legite1 

That all quickly added up to Par’s 
investing some $710,000 in four 
properties: ‘Lady in the Dark,’ 
$285,000; ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ $150,- 


000: ‘For Whom. the Bell Tolls, 
| Ernest Hemingway novel, $150,000, 
'and ‘Frenchman’s Creek,’ Daphne 


duMaurier novel, $125,000. 
In addition there were such buys 


as the new Somerset Maugham book, | 


$65,000; ‘Botany Bay’ by Nordhoftf- 
| Hall, $650,000; ‘Out of the Frying 
Pan.’ last season legiter. $40,000; 
‘Sunrise in My Pocket,’ novel by 


Constance Rourke, $35,000 (also in-' 


cludes rights to Edwin Justus May- 


‘and Mrs. Cugat.’ novel by Isabel 
| Scott Rorick, $25,000; ‘Captain from 
| Connecticut’ by C. S. Forester, $45,- 
000: ‘The Remarkable Andrew’ by 
Halton Trumbo, $30,000. These were 
| the most important buys. 


> 


campaigns for forthcoming Columbia | 


arthritis | 


| over a regional meeting of the sales | 


1,000- | 


er’s dramatization of the book): ‘Mr. | 


Hollywood 


| William Goetz to Sun Valley on 

vacation. 
Leo Spitz 

ranch house. 
Shirlee Darling, all-girl orchestra 

| leader, seriously ill. 

| Walt Disney back from two-month 

j} tour of South America. 

Marlene Dietrich trained out for 

|a 10-day vacation on Broadway. 
John Garfield given studio permis- 

sion for a tour of South America. 

| George Schaefer returning to New 

| York after a month in Mexico and 

| California. 

| Gene Tierney laid up with nervous 

| exhaustion while shooting of ‘Son of 

| Fury’ waits. 

Johnny Miles returned to his pub- 

! 





bought Alan Hale's 





licity chores after three weeks in 
the hospital. 

Norman Moray, sales manager of 
shorts for Warners, left for a tour 
| of the midwest. 
| John Barrymore recovering from 
|}a complication of laryngitis and 
| stomach disorder. 

Ruby Keeler, divorced wife of Al 
| Jolson, to marry John Homer Lowe, 
| Pasadena broker. 

Mickey Bennett, former moppet 
| Star and later assistant director, re- 
| ported for Army duty. 
| William Keighley and Genevieve 
| Tobin (Mrs. Keighley) to Mexico 
| City for a month’s siesta. 
| Irving Fromer, head of Mitchell 
| Hamilburg’s New York office, in 
| Hollywood for the winter. 

Col. W. Mason Wright in from 
Washington for an official gander at 


{pictures dealing with the Army. 


| Henry Koster checked in at Uni- 


versal to await his next director 
chore after a vacation in New York, 
Mitchell Leisen to New York for 
| the Broadway opening of his dancing 
Bare, gue Mary Parker and Billy 
| Daniel. 
| James Doane, unce talent agency 
| partner of Ken Dolan, shifted to pro 
|football as part owner and prexy 
| of the Los Angeles Bulldogs. 
Bretaigne Windust in town to ad- 
| vise Frank Capra on the filming of 
|‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ which he 
| directed on the Broadway stage. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





sales di- | 





Joe Sudy band opened three-week 
stand at Chase Club last week. 

The Monocled Ambassadors cur- 
rently at Club Continental, Hotel 
| Jefferson. 
| Miss Frances C. Matreci, sister of 
Tony Matreci, manager of the Up- 
| town theatre, died last week. 
Orphans in the local area were 
|cuffo guests at the matinee concert 
of the U. S. Marine Band at the 
| Arena last week. 

William Wymetal, chief director 
of the Chicago Civic Opera, has been 
inked as stage director for the fifth 
St. Louis Grand Opera Assn. season. 

Bill to impose a 1% tax on gross 
admission receipts of theatres in St. 
| Louis was killed in the Legislation 
Committee of the Board of Alder- 
men, 

Members of the St. Louis chapter 
'of the International Brotherhood of 
Magicians will give a cuffo show 
Friday (31) in the opera house of 
the Munjcipal Auditorium. 

Dean William Stead of local Wash- 
ington University appointed arbi- 
trator in the beef brought before the 
local American Arbitration Assn. by 
the Star theatre, Lebanon, Mo., 
against the five large picture dis- 
tribs. 

Leon Jarodsky, Paris, Ill., exhib. 
convalescing in St. John’s hospital 
here after a major operation. Christ 
Efthin, owner of the Star theatre 
here, in critical condition at Dea- 
coness hosp after gall stone removal. 
Another hospitalized is Mrs. Joe 
Goldfarb, wife of the Alton, Ill., ex- 
hib. 


Mexico City 
By Douglas L. Grahame 


Alexander Brailowsky playing a 
concert series at the Palace of 
Fine Arts (National theatre). 

Jorge Alberto Negrete, baritone, 
added to the ‘Merry Hour.’ semi- 
weekly program of local radio sta- 
tion XEW. 

Orson Welles welcomed on his ar- 
rival here for an indefinite stay by 
Dolores del Rio. Both mum about 
wedding plans. 

Pedro Vargas, Mexican singer, 
back from a tour of South America 
|}and Cuba, is featured at El Patio, 
No. 1 nitery here. 

Fu Manchu, English magician who 
works in Spanish, a standard act in 
Latin America, doing well at the 
Teatro Follies Bergere here. 

De Basil's Ballet Russe, featuring 
Irina Baronova, Alicia Markova and 
Anton Dolin, opened 10-day engage- 
ment at the Palace of Fine Arts. 

Public thanks for his work in 
Mexico was rendered Lorenzo Car- 
noti, Argentine radio announcer, at 
the Cine Maximo on the eve of his 
| departure for home. 
Hitler-banned ‘The’ Blight of 
| Youth,’ by ‘fernando Brucken, be- 
| ing presented here at the Teatro 
| Fabregas by the civic government- 
| subsidized company headed by 
jMaria Teresa Montoya. 
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VICTOR SCHERTZINGER 


Victor Schertzinger, 52, film di- 
rector and composer, who piloted 
Rudolph Valentino and Charles Ray 
in their first screen appearances in 
the era of silent pictures, died in 
Hollywood Sunday (26). A pioneer 
in developing film musicals, he was 
within a few days of completing 
‘The Fleet's In’ at Paramount when | 
he died. 

Schertzinger was credited with 
pointing the way towards coordinat- 
ing classical as well as popular mu- 
sical scores with the tempo of film 
production and became firmly es- 
tablished in Hollywood as an au- 
thority in this sphere following his 
direction of ‘One Night of Love’ 
with Grace Moore in 1934. More 
recently he directed ‘Road to Singa- 
pore’ and ‘Road to Zanzibar,’ Bing 
Crosby-Bob Hope starrers. 

In addition to his work in pic- 
tures, for which he frequently wrote 
complete scores, Schertzinger was 
also a popular tunesmith. Among 
numbers he authored was ‘Mar- | 
cheta,’ written before sound, which 
sold over 4,000,000 copies. He was 
reputedly one of the top-money 
songwriters. 

Deceased started in Hollywood as 
an orchestra leader in the Belasco 
theatre. He prepared*the musical 
score for ‘Civilization,’ a Thomas 








William 


brother, John R. Davis. Deceased, 
a veteran showman and theatre man- 
ager in Canada, suffered a paralytic 
stroke and on his own request was 
brought to his hometown, Mobile. 

Davis entered show business in 
1902 with the Boston Ideal Opera 
Co., later acted in New York and 
subsequently migrated to Canada, 
where he was a manager of theatri- 
cal houses in Winnipeg, Toronto, Ed- 
monton and Saskatchewan. He was 
also connected with Famous Players, 
Inc. 

Survived by widow, Ella Warner, 
for years in show business as assist- 
ant to her husband in management 
of theatres; three sisters, three 
brothers and a daughter. 


IDA BURT 


Ide Burt, 89, vet stage performer, 
died Sunday (26) in a New Yerk 
hospital. Born in New Orleans, de- 
ceased appeared in vaude theatres 
under the management of Tony 
Pastor in New York, Harry Williams 
in Pittsburgh and James Kernan in 
Baltimore and Washington. 

Miss Burt played a character part 
in ‘Under Many Flags,’ at the Hippo- 
drome, N.Y., and appeared with 
Alice Brady in ‘Bless Your Sister’ 
and Mae West in ‘Diamond Lil.’ 

Funeral services, under the au- 





way to his entry into motion pic- 
tures as a director. 

Among pictures Schertzinger di- 
rected were ‘Frivolous Sal,’ ‘Return 
of Peter Grimm,’ ‘Forgotten Faces,’ 
‘The Show Down,’ ‘Fashions In 
Love,’ ‘Laughing Lady,’ ‘The Mika- 
do, ‘Let’s Live Tonight,’ ‘Ghost 
Music, ‘Love Me Tonight’ and 
“Rhythm on the River.’ 

He was born in Pennsylvania, at- | 
tended Brown University and Uni- | 
versity of Brussels. His mother was | 
at one time court violinist to Queen 
Victoria and Schertzinger first won | 
attention as a boy violinist with the | 
Victor Herbert Symphony Orchestra | 
in Philadelphia. Later he toured | 
with John Philip Sousa. Surviving | 
are his widow and two daughters. 

Service were keld today (29) at | 
Forts Lawn, Glendale, Cal., with in- | 
terment also taking place there. The 


Ince production, which paved the | 


body lay in state yesterday after- | 
noon (28) at the mortuary. 
OWEN CLEARY 

Owen Cleary, 58, connected with 

theatres in Pittsburgh for the last 

30 years, died in the Mercy Hos- 

pital there late Monday (27) after 

an illness of almost three months. 


Previous to falling ill he had been 
the press agent at Shea’s Fulton for 
the last decade. Previous to that 
he had been associated with the 
Same house when it was the Gayety, 
and the Pittsburgh home of the Co- 
lumbia burlesque wheel, in a man- 
agerial capacity for nearly 20 years. 

Cleary first took sick last winter 


and spent six months in the hos- 
pital, doctors having despaired of 
his life at that time. But he got 
better and returned to his job at 
the Fulton early in the summer. 
suffering a relapse in August from 
which he never’ recovered He 
leaves two brothers, Frank and Dan. 
Funeral services will be held from 
the family home in Washington. 
D. C., tomorrow (30). 


HOWARD I. MILHOLLAND 
Howard I. Milholland, West Coast 
radio figure, died suddenly of a 
heart attack in San Francisco, Tues- 
day (21). He was in his late 50s. 


Known for his familiar ‘H. M. an- | 


nouncing, Milholland was manager 
of KGO, Frisco, from 1923, until 


spices of the Actors’ Fund, will be 
held at Walter B. Cooke’s, New Yerk, 
tomorrow (Thursday) at noon. In- 
terment will be in the Fund plot 
in Evergreen Cemetery, Brooklyn. 


FERENZ J. STEINER 

Ferenz J. Steiner, 46, cellist, mu- 
sic teacher and conductor, died in 
Long Island City, Queens, N. Y., 
Oct. 24. 

Founder of the Detroit Chamber 
Music Society, Steiner also played in 
the Detroit and Portland (Ore.) 
symphony orchestras. He had also 


| been on the faculty of the University 


of Oregon. 
Widow, two daughters, mother and 
a‘sister survive. 


FREDERIC LONG 
Frederic J. Long, 84, former stage 
actor and theatre operator, died 
Oct. 18 in Hollywood. A _ cornet 
soloist in his younger days, Long 
trouped later with Gilbert and 
Sullivan light operas and vaudeville 
shows, and for a time managed the 
Asbury Paftk, N. J., opera house. 


He had been living in retirement in 


California for 17 years. 


FELIX MAYOL 

Felix Mayol, 70, former 
vaudevillian, died at Cap Brun on 
the Riviera, Oct. 26. He was very 
popular in Paris at the turn of the 
century as a singer of séntimental 
songs. 

Mayol had operated his own 
vaudeville house in Paris, the Con- 
cert Mayol. 


FRANK K. HEJDUK 


Cleveland, Oct. 28. 

Frank K. Hejduk, 51, former man- 
ager of the Clark theatre, Cleve- 
land, died Oct. 25 at his home in 
Novelty, O. He managed the nabe 
house for eight years and retired 
recently 

Surviving are widow. daughter 
and son. 

JESSIE OLLIVIER 

Jessie Ollivier, former opera 

Singer and voice instructor. died 


Oct. 18 in her New York apartment. | 


Deceased sang soprano roles with 
| the Boston Opera Co. in the ’90s. 

Funeral services conducted by the 
Actors Fund in N.Y. 


NBC took it over in 1929, when he | 


became program manager for the 
western division of NBC. 
went to KGA, Spokane, as manager, 
later returning to Frisco. In recent 


years he had been lecturing, man- |! 


aging church music groups, etc. He 
was well known in Los Angeles as a 
singer and for a time had a pro- 
gram on NBC with his wife, Eva 
Garcia, who survives. 





WALTER F. DAVIS 
Walter Freeman Davis, 66, man- 
ager of the new Randolph film thea- 
tre, Randotph, N. Y., died in Mobile, 
Ala., Oct. 18, at the home of his 


In 1932 he | 


GEORGE E. WALLEN 

George E. Wallen, 80, treasurer of 
the F. F. Proctor theatre interests 
|for half a century, died in Larch- 
mont, N. Y,. Oct. 22. He retired in 
1929. 

Three brothers and three sisters 
survive. 


JOHN HAUER 
John Hauer, veteran Erie, Pa.. 
exhib and owner of the American 
theatre there, died at his home last 
week after an illness of several 
months. House ever since he took 
sick has been managed by his wife, 


who survives in addition to three 


children. 





GEORGE TAYLOR 

George Taylor, 34, for several 
years director of a orchestra at Wil- 
loughby, O., giving up his band to 
become co-owner of the Waldorf 
Dine and Dance spot in that city, 
died Oct. 20. 

Leaves widow and son. 

MRS. FLORENCE SCHIEL 

Mrs. Florence Schiel, 63, former 
bareback rider with the Barnum & 
Bailey circus, died Oct. 26 in New 
York. 

Husband and daughter survive. 


JACOB SELTZER 
Jacob Seltzer, 70, one-time Phila- 


delphia exhibitor, died Oct. 25 in 
Los Angeles. He leaves three sons, 
Frank, Jules and Walter, all film 


studio publicists. 


Father, 70, of Ken Nichols, vaude 
actor-writer, died last week in Mil- 
waukee after a prolonged illness. 
Nichols, manager of several units for 
Citizen Committee for Army and 
Navy, Inc., in recent months, left 
one unit in south last week to be at 
dad’s bedside. He arrived 20 min- 
utes before his parent died. 


Clayton J. Heermance, 65, father 
of June Collyer, film actress, and 
Clayton Collyer, stage and radio ac- 








French | 


tor, died Oct. 22 in New York. 
Widow and another son also sur- 
vive. 

Mrs. Frank Buck, 80, mother of 


'Frank Buck, the animal tamer, died 
| in San Angelo, Texas, Oct. 19, after 
'a long illness. 





| Mother, 88, of Morts Will and 
| Harry Singer, veteran midwest thea- 
tre operators, died in Chicago, Oct. 
27. 


BIRTHS 


Mr 
in Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 
Jane Arden, screen actress; 
Hollywood agent 


Mother was 
father is 


ter, in Hollywood, Oct. 22. Mother 
is Lois Andrews, showgirl; father is 


| the comedian. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Rudley, 
‘son, in New York. Mother was Ann 
| Loring, screen actress; father is 


j legit player. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joe DiMaggio, son, 
in New York, Oct. 23. Mother was 
Dorothy Arnold, film actress; father 





is the New York 
player. 

Mr. and Mrs. James 
son, in Pittsburgh, Oct. 22. 
an announcer at KQV, Pittsburgh: 
mother is Marie DeMoor, radio 
singer. 

Mr. and 
Oct» 25, in New York. 
cellist in ‘the house 
WOR, New York 

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Kramer, son, 
in New _.York Oct. 24. Father is 
manager of RKO’s print and negative 
department at the home office. 

Mr. and Mrs. Horace McCoy, son, 
Oct. 26 in Los Angeles. Father is a 
film writer-author. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Gordon, daugh- 
| ter, Oct. 26, in Hollywood. Father is 
manager of Western Music there 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Foley. son, 
Oct. 14 in New York. Father is 
stage manager of the Maurice Evans 
production of ‘Macbeth.’ 


Yankees baseball 


Thompson, 


Mrs. Giskin, 
Father is 


orchestra at 


Ossi p 





More Nazi Pix | 
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—~a oOntinued from page IE 
no such legislation appears in the 
offing 

Customs authorities’ main conten- 
tion in delaying the product is that | 
j it might ‘incite to riot.’ With UFA, | 
American distributing affiliate of the 


Nazi filmmakers, threatening to sue, 
| customs officials fear that their rea- 
soning will not hold up in court, it 
is said. 


try, two military propaganda fea- 
tures now playing in South America 
are certain to be sent to this coun- 
try promptly. They are ‘The Battle 
| of Greece’ and ‘Conquest of Crete,’ 
| successor to the stories of earlier 
| Reichswehr victories, ‘Campaign in 


Poland,’ ‘Blitzkrieg in the West’ and | 


| ‘Victory in the West,’ which have al- 
| ready played in the U.S. 

German-language theatres have re- 
mained open, despite the dearth of 
new product, by playing three- and 
four-year old reissues all summer. 
Some new product is now being re- 
leased. It’s stuff saved from last 
year when it appeared likely an em- 
bargo on new pix would be clamped 
down. 





and Mrs. Frank Stempel, son, | 


Mr. and Mrs. George Jessel, daugh- | 


Father is | 


son, 


Should the pictures be allowed en- | 


Evergreen Casine 


Sunny Brooks 
Pat Shevlin Ore 
(H_ Walton Roof) 
Grace O'Hara 
Glamour Gis 
Helen Heath 
Joe Arena Co 
John Sebastian 
Chavez Ore 
Deane Janis 
Chuck & Chuckles 
Castaine & Barry 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Rose Gallo 
Jam Session 
Mickey House 
Billy Kretchmer 
George Lutz 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
Loretta & Mavarre 
Jack Griffin 
Peggy Martin 
David Gold Ore 
Mildred Gilson 
Sunny Rae 
Latimer Club 
Marie Nanette 
Marian Bowman 
Carol Lind 
Joan Sheer 
Gloria Miller 
Lexington Casino 
Badu Ali Ore 
Octaves (4) 
4 Bob-O-Links 
Natalie Calvert 
King & Kenny 
Geo Nieson 
Margie Smith 
Lido Venice 
Alan Gale 
Carmen Torrente 
Larry Ross 
Honey Breen 
Kretton Danc 
Hilda Simmons 
Jack Teagarden Ore 
Danny Versay’s Orc 
Little Rathskeller 
Gloria Preneh 
Tip-Top GIs 
Gerry & Turk 
Sil Walier 
Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Mayo’s 
8 Jumpin’ Jacks 
Betty Jaynn 
Mayo Swingsters 
Minstrel Tavern 
Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 
Margie Rose March 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Lock & Myers 
Sally Foy 
Siella Engel 
Ed McGold 


| Moravian 





eck, Sr 
Bar 
rungmate 
Keys 
Neil Dieghan’s 
n Rexer 
won Karne 
Shades Rhythm 
| Dolores & Vergo 
i Niles & Jo-Ann 
|}Geo Marchetti Ore 
; Leonard Cooks 
Paul Rich 
| * 7 
|; Old Falls Tavern 
Joe & Ruth Martin 
| Dot Garcia 
Billy Hay 
Frankie 
) Al Kilbride 
| Open Door Cafe 
| Frankie Schluth 
| Frankie West 


6 Dainties 


Ore 





Martini & 


‘| Barbara 


Richardson | 


ontinued 


Chang Lee 
Lenny Pegton Ore 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Chaves Ore 
Wendell Mason 
Billy Moore 
Sam's Cafe 
Frank Ponti 
Eddie Fisher Ore 
Waneeta 
(harles Boyder 
Julian Gould 
4 Sharps 
Lloyd Mann 
Ruth Kay 
Silver Lake Inn 
Col Geo Reed 
Alice Lucey 
Georgiana Lee 
Montez & Adele 
Frank Hassel Ore 
Spatola’s 
Don Renaldo (4) 
Louise Hamilton 
4 Dots 
Alberto Aveyou 
Stamp's 
Raymon 
Andy Russell 
Jean O'Neil 
Lanny Vale 
Lee 
Stamps Swingesters 
Buck Calhoun 
Joyettes 
Sun Ray Gardens 
Beatrice & Danny 
Helen Wilson 
Cale Shaw 
Av Dolas 
Grey Gayson 
Agnes Willis 
Don Anton Ore 
69th St. Rathskeller 
| Bill Fletcher 
Bella Belmont 
| Adele de Vere 
Virginia Lawlor 
Fay Raye 
Dotty Allen 
Tony Bennett Ore 
Ray Harkins 
Swan Club 
Marty Bohn 
Joan 
Hilton Si: 
Cleo Valentine 
Nancy Lee 
Bonnie Stuart 
Earl Denny Ore 
20th Century 
Peppers 
Mike Pedecin 
\‘rihur Strohman $8 
Hiarry Mchka 
Trans-Atlantiec 
Tavern 
Billy Jame 


i Dale 





Venice Grill 


Katherine King 
|} Eddie Thomas 


Margie King 
Bobby King 
i " " 
| Nick Ravallo 


| 
jk ng Sis 
| Roberta Wynne 
| Warwick Hotel 
Joe Coe Ore 
Weber's Hof Brau 
Camden 
Dorothy 
Pen 
j Jac h 
}Grant Fam 
| Edith Carroll 
Toni 
|} Jules Flacco’s Ore 


Lyman 
Bannerman 
Smith 


|Keller Sis | Syd Golden 
i'Banks & Fave ; atns Tr Eldoradians 
Babe Cummings | ave Pierson 
| Viola Klai Ore Wilson’s 
| : . 
Philadelphia Hotel | Joe Hough 
Jeanette Garrete ~+ dh Mathues 
Jules Duke Oy oo. p Cats 
Vincent R o Ore hag ne Ma 
Bill Russell Jewey Rae 
Ela Ca e cae 
Burne ( o FR Ore 
M , Yacht Club 
AT \ 3 —~ji< 
‘i (y 
Roman Grille f -— 
Da \ nya A ‘ 
i Leds Rillie Lee 
Warner & Valerie } Victor Nelson Orc 
| CLEVELAN 
| 
Alpine Village {Callahan Sis 
Jorman & McKa | Deane Jan 
Pepe & (Cor 1ita } Roll Rolles 
Willie Matthias Ore | Woody Wilson 
| Bob Copfte Southernaires Ore 
Frances Auer Hotel Statler 
| i Dumpo Ray Morton Ore 
' , . 
Bob Manners Ore J © Pe 4 Ore 
Sammy Lipman Ernie Taylor 
lean March La Conga Club 
Hal Heene, Freddie Carlone Orc 
Beef Trust Gls Lindsay’s Skybar 
Eldorado Club lau es 
QE Auld H Simpson 
J Ma n ld Lu a 
Gourmet Club Monaco's Cafe 


Rova Haw ar oO 
Hotel Allerton 


oe Ba 1 Ore 


Hotel Carter 


Charlee Vi 

Hotel Cleveland 
' 
|} Henry King Or« 
| Hotel Fenway 
| Johnny Cowgill 
|Grant Wilson 
Hotel Hollenden 


Hall 


Anchorage 
Hugh Morten Ore 
Maynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 

Baleonades 
Buddy Carlson 

Bill Green's 
|; Leighton Noble Or« 

Blue Ridge Inn 
Lou Lucky Ore 
Benny Austin 
Warren & Durkin 
Johnny Gallis 
Benny Austin 
Boogie-Woogie Club 
300g Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Ilarry Comorada 
Tubby Miller 
Chick Williams 





Ore 





Re is 
fis Redheads 
1.0u Sto Or 
Mounds Club 
Gene Kerwin's Orc 
Jane Pickens 
Regal Club 
uchy Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 
Art West 
5 Aristocrats 
Hal Hall 
| Shirley Burke 
Don Walsh Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Bobby Carlisle 
De Maraise Sis 
Eileen O'Shea 

Cork and Bottle 
Nelson Maples 
Colonial 
| George Wells Ore 
Henrietta 

Eddie Peyton's 
Art Schamberg Ore 
Mildred Segal 
Eddie Peyton 
Sandy Mcclintock 
Marion Muller 

EI! Chico 
Mario Ore 
Carlos Creos 
Bankoff & Lannon 
(De Marlos 





—_. 








from page 4 


51 Club 


Connie Gregg 
4 Kings 


Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Herry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 

Hotel Hen 
(Silver Grill) 
M Contreras Ore 
Conchita 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 

Hotel 7th Avenue 
Bess Saunders 
Ida lola 
Everett Haydn 
Betty Donahoe 
Al Devin 

Hotel Roosevelt 

Skyliners 

Hotel Schenley 


Billy Hinds Ore 
Joy Lind 


Hotel Wm Penn 
Virginia Ramos 
Frank Andrini Ore 

Merry-Go-Round 
Bubbles Becker O 
Frances Stone 
Cy Hollywood 

New Penn 


Ralph Allen Ore 

Pavalo & Core 

Estralita 

Ginger Fors 

Juanita 

Buddy Birch 
Nixon Cafe 

Al Marisco Ore 

Bob Carter 

Bob Ripa 

ivelyn Farney 

Kay Vernon 

Manor & Mignon 


Beachcomber 
Harry Morrissey 
Ruth Wayne 
Dance Players 
Howard Brooks 
Pancho & Dolores 
Buster Keim Rev 

Blinstrub's 


Tr 








Bills Next Week 


Nut House 
Sherdina Walker Go 
Ted Blake 
George Gregg 
Harry Frank 
Jee Klein 
Chuck Wilson 
Walson 

Oasis 
Benny Burton Ore 
Betty Lee 
Babe Rhooes 
Skip Nelson 


Pines 


Don Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Ore 


Shangri-La 


Bob Dickson Ore 
Ellen Vargo 
Trelon 
Billy Merle Ore 
June Collins 
Dance Darlings 
Barry Parks 
Yacht Club 
H Middleman Ore 
Mildred Batley 
Leon Fields 
Fortunellos 
Franco & Berle 
Christine Forsyth 
Shir'ey Heller 
Sky-Vue 
Tommy Carlyn Ore 
Bill Douglas 
Pee Wee Walker 
Billy Sagone 
Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natals 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Arturo & Evelyn 
Jane Dover 
Marion Vinay 
Bonita Montez 
Line (6) 


BOSTON 


Ken Travers Ore 
Jack Manning Ore 
Billy Kelly 
Frost & Helene 
Roberta Hines 
Conga Teresa 
Jean Monti 
Hotel Lenox 
(Lenox Arms) 





Péter Bodge Ore “ - 
Harry Stockwell ze ae sated 
ae Del os. Hotel Minerva 
Artini & .0dzia Bunny McVey Ore 
Radolf Barbara Douglass 
lren Stark Hotel Somerset 
Casa Manana (Balinese Koom) 
Al ‘tory O + j}Harry Marshard O 
| Har :* n Aulger Hotel Statler 
jyoye Martin |} (Terrace Room) 
fom Brown | Howard Jones Ore 
Kathyrn bortener l Jack Edwards 
Louise Sherwood (Cafe Rouge) 
Earl Gres ; Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
pre Fens 1s | Hotel Westminster 
;vca arse | (Blue Room) 
| Don Muckel |Karle Rohde Or 
| Club Mayfair Sills & BP Cleared 
» . | aly c »h sOUTKR 
TP pacha Weeks Ore } Arden & Reynard 
| Bernie Bennett O aw m Barry , 
| George Libby nev estar Cafe 
, Ted Crowley Ore 
Ad ‘laide Moffeit Norman Bolster 
tr John Fisher Dot Parker 
lien (Carney | > > . 
Doris Abbott bees ‘s Boogie 
Club Vanity Fair | Rob Ky aniclin 
Farren Bros Ore } ’ Ken Club 
Stella Ray . i Stuft Smith Ore 
Ginnie O'Keefe /Russ Howard 
Bette Claire Latin Quarter 
Cocoanut Grove Anthony Bruno Ore 
Mickey Alpert Oro | Rhumboliers Ore 
Don Rico Ore | Paul Gerritts 
Wally Wanger Rev | Delle Orelle 
Billy Paine l Paul & G Hartman 
Marianne Francis | Rossi Si 
Amapola I opez | at mi Mean 
Blondell 2 luster Keim. Kine 
rede} 2 : | Helen Carroll 
te PaSOnesS & inchon (Lounge Bar) 
(Melody Lounge) Hum & Strum 
Copley Plaza } Miami Grove 
(Sheraton Koom) Jim McHale Ore 
R Ne nan Ore enn I 
Julia B ) DiAnne & Michael 
| (Merry-Go-Round) Lol Daily 
| M Gilbert 3 y b 
Crawtora House Clarence Jackson 
Ray Collins Or¢ Rose Chapman 
Sally Keith Rio Casino 
Jaequeline Hurley 1G rge Harris Ore 
| Harr t Wal " | Harry Spear 
| Rilly Byrd 1Wa Wans Rev 
| rawfordettes (her & T macita 
Fox & Hounds lGaron & Bennett 
iM on George Ore Ridder Boys 
| Irene Donahue (Garden Lounge) 
| David Ballentine Newell & E ett 
| (Rhumba Casino Steuben’s 
Room) (Vienna Room) 
Chartes Wolk Ore lew Conrad Ore 
| les Habaneros (6) Bovd Heathen 
Hi-Hat | Chester Dolphin 
| Pete Herman Ore armstrong & Stark 
|Ioucille Grey Barry & English 
Fran! Petty | Dok Reed 
| Hotel Bradford The Cave 
} (Circus Room) Don DiBona Ore 
Warren & Bodee Pr kis 
| Hoter Brunswick Tramara | a 
| (Bermuda Terrace) qc"ur >» d& 4 | 
Raymond Scott Ore |I B 
| Billy 1 h Vie-Toe 
Roberta j N Ore 
Hotel Essex Jimn lges 


Rosalind 
Brisson, in 


Bride is film 


Groom is 


Hollywood, Oct. 
nitery operator. 


formers. 


are performers, 





| legit producer. 


MARRIAGES 
Russell to 
Santa 
actress; 
wood agent and son of Car] Brisson. 
Catherine Reeve to 
patrick, in Princeton, N. J., Oct. 21. 
company 
‘Cuckoos On the Hearth’ 
N. Y.); bride is non-pro. 
Edna Levy to Harold Florence, in 


Frederick 
Oct. 25. 
Holly- 


Barbara, 
he’s a 
Thomas Kil- 
manager of 
(Morosco, 


26. He’s ‘Frisco 


Maude Paley to Dave Mallon, in 
New York, Oct. 27. 


Both are per- 


Adeline Seaman to Charles Henry 
Forsythe, in London, Oct. 22. 
members 
sythe, Seaman and Farrel act, Amer- 
icans, who went to England several 
years ago, and did some producing 


Both 
of For- 


there. ; 

Louise Platt to Jed Harris in 
Juarez, Mexico, Oct. 20. She's the 
stage and screen player; he’s the 
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STATE, N. Y. 





ily News columnist introduces 
bo vena stars. Gower and Jeanne 
and Jean Sablon, both appearing in 
the Persian Room of the Plaza Hotel, 
merely took bows, but Adrienne 
Ames, the ex-film player, who has 
just started sustaining film gossip on 
WHN, told a gag that was not very 
funny. However, her appearance 
was a good trailer for her radio col- 
umn, so maybe she'll also be booked 
at the State. ; : 
Other Broadway columnists wait- 
ing for an open weék at the State 
are Dorothy Kilgallen (Journal- 
American) and Leonard Lyons (Post), 
the house already having played Ed 
Sullivan, Louis Sobol, Ted Friend 
and Nick Ifenny. And after the 
booking office runs out of Broadway 
columnists, how about those who 
conduct pillars on cooking and how 
to whip up a lace coverlet? 
Scho. 


NATIONAL, L’VILLE 


Louisville, Oct. 23. 


National Players, Tommy Hanlon, | 


Vi Shaffer, Nellie Clark, Al De 
Clercq, Dance Stylists, Allan Sher, 
Kennon, Los Argentinos, Exotiques; 
‘Bride Wore Crutches’ (20th). 





Just a fair stage show, and not up 
to the standard of previous weeks’ 
offerings. Stock players Vi Shaffer, 
Tommy Hanlon, Nellie Clark and Al 
De Clercq are the backbone of the 
more than an hour live-talent effort, 
going through the amusing lines and 
situations found in ‘Getting Gertie’s 
Garter.’ Players deliver a boisterous 
version of the Avery Hopwood farce, 
interspersed by line numbers and 
three so-so vaude acts. 

House gets by with two sets, one 
an interior and the other a barn, 
with most of the comedy antics tak- 
ing place in the rustic setting. 
Players garnered plenty of laughs 
from a predominantly male audi- 
ence, iad at times border on the 
blue. 

Vaude portion of the bill and the 
girl line stack up as the most enter- 
taining portions of the show, with an 
unbilled pair of tapsters, male and 
femme, stepping off some fast beats. 
At show caught they were at vari- 
ance with the orch on tempo, but 
their offering was short and speedy, 
and the audience apparently didn’t 
notice. Allan Sher scored with his 
whistling impressions. Does some 
trick stuff whistling while smoking 
a cigar and closes with a life-like 
impression of Joe Frisco. 

Kennon, xylophone manipulator, 
gets some sweet sounds from his 
instrument and closes by playing the 
woodpile while it is covered 
cloth. 
nouncing that this is ‘copyrighted 
and protected material.’ Los Argen- 
tinos, hand-balancing and tumbling 
troupe (6), four males and two 
femmes, run through pyramid build- 
ing, tumbling and cartwheels to a 
big hand. Acts’ time is brief, but 
they registered solidly. 

House boasts a line of 15 shapely, 
young, attractive dancers, and 
made a hit with the patrons on five 
appearances. Couple of them step 
out for tap specialties and get over 
okay. They’re billed as the Lee Sis- 
ters. 

Stage bills ‘are pulling highly sat- 
isfactory biz and house is now in the 
ninth week of the policy. Manager 
Jack Sidney is putting on several ex- 

loitation ideas: Monday night is 
Swing Band Night,’ with cash prizes 
for the best local swing crews. Cur- 
rently lining up a radio quiz pro- 
gram to be aired over WINN and 
sponsored by a local brewery. Aiso 
adds extra show Saturday night, 
starting at midnight, 
plenty of the defense workers. 

Biz at last show Thursday 
Opening day, was near aaa Ae 

Old, 


(23), 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, Oct. 24. 
The Herzogs (5), Sue Ryan, Bob 
Evans, Mills Brothers (5), Buster 
West and Lucille Page with Jack 
Goodheart, Sally Rand; ‘Never Give 
a Sucker an Even Break’ (U). 


Well-balanced variety bill fea- 
tures Sally Rand here this week. 
Fanner closes the show and the cus- 
tomers get their money's worth 
while waiting for the main event. 
Miss Rand gyrates with fans and a 
big balloon in two separate routines 
Seen here before. Flesh-flasher sat- 
isfies the boys but both numbers 
would be more entertaining if cut. 

Buster West and Lucille Page. 








next-to-shut, offer nothing new in | 


their familiar routine, but grabbed 
generous plaudits in the dance de- 
partment. West’s soft shoe eccentric 
solo and Miss Page's torso-twister 
single click okay; she also garnered 
a nice hand for her comedy hill- 
billy song, joined later by West in a 
Short comedy dance. Jack Good- 
leart assists capably as usual in the 


House Reviews 


—eee continued from page 22 


y a) 
Makes quite a point of an-| 


gals | 


which gets | 











pau antics that precede the danc- 
ng. 

The five Herzogs, novelty trapeze 
act, are the openers, a good bet for 
any vaude show. Four girls register 
in swinging trapeze and rope tricks, 
then the fifth partner comes out of 
the audience in street clothes and 
gets over nicely in clowning stuff 
on the moving strand. Finishes with 
a front dive and one-leg catch that’s 
a gasper. 4 

Mills Brothers, in the four spot, 
give out a quartet of numbers, of 
which ‘Lazy River’ and ‘Sweet Lucy 
Brown’ click best. When ‘caught 
they could have done an encore. Al- 
though the novelty of this act has 
worn off and they have not offered 
much new in recent years, the 
rhythm quartet still holds atten- 
tion throughout and gives a better- 
than-average performance for this 
type of act. Why the ace guitarist 
who accompanies them does not get 
at least a momentary spot is any- 
body’s guess, but it appears that the 
boys have at least the makings of a 
new twist there. 

Sue Ryan, strenuous _ songster, 
playing deuce, burlesques various 
types of singers, themer to magazine 
cover girls, and really gets across 
with her dual version (ragtime and 
| swing) of ‘You Made Me Love You.’ 
Bob Evans, ventriloquist, is very 
okay in a smartly routined act that 
wastes no time or motion. 

_Larry Flint’s house band plays the 
pit. Good business on second after- 
noon show opening day. Fox. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 
Harry Reso, Sybil Bowan, Julian 
and Marjori, Kitty Carlisle, Chicago 
my (16); ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ 
ar), 








Only five people in the four acts 

currently, but they supply a happy 
portion of entertainment. 
_ Harry Reso tees off after the open- 
ing chorus number and does well 
with his pantomime comedy, es- 
pecially the juggling bit, and scores 
with his novelty dancing style. 

Sybil Bowan remains standard 
through the years, but changes her 
routine with sufficient frequency to 
prevent her from growing stale to 
audiences. She has some new im- 
personations here, and does them 
well, but her standard of Gloria 
Swanson and the cockney beauty 
winner remain strong comedy items. 
Julian and Marjori scored mightily 
with their class ballroom numbers. 

Billed as headliner but coming up 
with the weakest returns was Kitty 
Carlisle. Her work, when caught, 
lacked fire and showmanship. 

Gold. 














Airlines 


a from page 2 











brought reports that Georgie Jessel 
|had left the West Coast and was 
flying straight to Broadway to tell 
| his friends about ‘the world’s great- 
est baby.’ Jessel flew out to the 
iother end of the line early Sat- 
urday to have a look at his heir and 
| was due back yesterday (28). 

| Dwight Deere Wiman had seat 
space Sunday (26) to get to the 
Coast in time to witness the open- 
ing of his and Jack Kirkland’s pro- 
duction of the musical comedy ten- 
tatively titled ‘They Can't Get You 
Down.’ 


Kostelanetz for the airways riding 
championship with all her United 
Air Line flights hither and thither 
these last few weeks. Between 
broadcasts and rehearsals, the gal is 





| filling lecture dates by the barrel, 

most recently hopping a United 
| plane to Cleveland.on Friday (24). 
| Kosty is right in there himself, how- 
ever, for on Sunday (26) he boarded 


a Mainliner for Los Angeles. 
‘How Green’ Preem 
United Air Lines 
for the preem of ‘How Green Wa: 
My Valley’ at the Rivoli, 20th-Fox 
has been bounding critics in from 
| al lover the flag-stops. 


also reports that 


be quite the place for aerial {rav- 
elers to set down and light for 
awhile. In addition to La Chase 
chasing out there, Simone Simon 
went UAL to the Cleveland Clinic 
Clinic—pipe the doubletalk!—for a 
checkup Thursday (23), following 
Mary Pickford, who had sailed out 
a few gays before. 
ney, although on another ship, went 
the same day to the same city 
aboard the same line. 

United brought Frank J. Taylor, 
mag writer, in from his California 
| ranche to pow-wow with the editors; 
| 





while other UAL cargo ingluded 


Dale Carnegie, the Influencer, out 


for a Chicago sfopover before hit- | 


ting the skyways for Portland, Ore. 


Ilka Chase is hard-pressing Andre | 


Cleveland seems to be getting to}. 


Morton Dow-| 


‘Ta. Carney Embezzler 
Nabbed in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Oct. 28. 

Arthur O'Neal, 41, wanted in 
Nashua, Ia., for embezzling $775 
while manager of a carny playing 
there, was nailed in St. Louis last 
week and admitted the charge. 
O'Neal’s pinch was brought about by 
a policeman, Earl Robertson, who 
read of O’Neal’s lam in a State 
Highway 
said the fugitive had a sister living 
here. 

Every a.m. Robertson cased the 


the description mentioned in the 


bulletin. He entered the house and 
seeing a man, said, ‘I know you, 
O’Neal. You might as well sur- 
render. We have the house sur- 
rounded.’ O’Neal then admitted his 
identity and guilt. Iowa authorities 
were notified to extradite their 
quarry. 





Narrowly Avert 
Triple Tragedy 
In Morton Circus 





Toronto, Oct. 24. 

Death was apparently looking the 
other way when, during a single 
performance here of Bob Morton’s 
Circus in the Maple Leaf Gardens, 
some 10,000 spectators screamed or 
gasped three times as three of the 
headline acts encountered a toss-up 
in timing that might have spelled 
tragedy. The first was when Terrell 
Jacobs, wild-animal trainer, was at- 
tacked by a 600-pound lion in a cage 
of 28 lions and tigers; the second 
when Betty Bell of the Flying Wards, 
aerialists, dropped into a net which 
wrenched its stanchions and pulled 
out of the concrete to leave her two 


Peejay Ringens, bicycle tank-diver, 


lights is having a lion walk parallel 
wires eight feet up, with Terrell 
leaping to the wire and hanging up- 
side-down as the lion passes over 
him. This time, the lion lost is 
balance, fell down in a scramble 
with the trainer during whicn gun 
and whip were lost. Terrell re- 
trieved his gun and whip, after his 
right arm was gashed, and managed 


with the others, 
doing the stunt for over two years, 
| has made 24 falls according to the 
records, but this is the first time it 
has attacked its trainer. 

In the Flying Wards 





done their somersaults and twists 
when Betty Bell took her 50-foot 
drop, with the net collapsing a 
couple of feet above the concrete. 


Gus Bell, her husband, was about to 
drop when his wife and brother, 
member of the ground crew, shouted 
ito him not to. Gus climbed down 
| the 50-foot rope-ladder. 
| Peejay Ringens was knocked out 
and pulled out of a 3-foot tank after 





feet from the floor; the third when | 


Patrol bulletin that also | 


sister’s home and last week saw a car | 
standing at the curb that answered | 


th 


Washington. 


weak 
back the Violets. 


bama has found her stride and moves 
along with a triumph. 
up touchdowns. 


| 
The Soldiers are going out of their | 
league to taste their first defeat of | 


Football 


By Dick Fishell 


(WHN,N. Y., Sports Commentator) 


College Games 


Clemson—Geo. Washington La. 
No contest as Clemson chops down | 


State—Tennessee 
A tossup, with Tennessee getting 
| the nod. 

NYU—Penn State 
This is a good State team, only 
in reserves. It should turn} 


Marquette—Mississippi 
Ole Miss, and a waltz. 

Michigan State—Missouri 
Missouri’s forward wall is too 


| tough. 
Aia- | 


Alabama—Kentucky 


Kentucky is only diocre. 
y 8 only meciocr Minnesota—Northwestern 


Despite many injuries, the Min- 
nesota Gophers rumble on. 
Oregon—Washington State 
Washington State goes back to 
normal as Oregon wins. 
Penn—Navy 
Penn gets its first setback of the 
year as Navy wakes up. 


Arkansas—Texas A. & M. 
The Texas Aggies continue to roll! 


Army—Notre Dame 


e year. 








i 


failed to emerge on time as Prop- | 
men rushed up for assistance. 


In Terrell’s act, one of the high- | 


to put the lion back into its routine | 
The lion has been | 


aerial act, | 
two of the quartet had successfully | 


| 
| 


| 


his 90-foot leap through the air on a | 














Baylor—TCU Pittsburgh—Ohio State 
If they can recover from the physi- The Buckeyes go to town. 
Probable Football Wi 
(And Proper Odds) 
College Games 
(SATURDAY, NOV. 1) 

GAMES ‘ WINNERS ODDS 
*Clemson-George Washington ..... Clemson ...... js ws ¥aeeeD -. 41 
boil. Oh Per ores eee Wn SOY 5 arin wd cows bices 3-1 
Alabama-Kentucky ..............6.. pS Saree Peer eee ory 4-1 
Arkansas-Texas A. & M............ = Se Se Serer ere . 4-1 
Army-Netre Dame ............000% eee - GORD hs cas > a ¥eekss 3-1 
pS wer rrr se ee SE  ctalseng oehdee KE Ton Even 
Boston College-Temple ............ WORD “i-6cne douse veeeieta 7-5 
Colgate-Holy Cross ..........e++0+: COD. 6 0-0:0: 8% 0% wove theese 11-5 
Colembin-Cermedl ...cccccstccctccescs | es eye 12-5 
Detroit-Manhattan ............--++. BEL? ‘3. o's ord dbase cake eas 4-1 
Duquesne-Villamova ........+...+-++ eee, Pere 1-4 
Por@inema-FOTGee © occ cc ccccccccccccs a a es ee 
Georgin-AubUrm .....cccccscccccces OOM iki ccc Cakes vee dees 5-1 
Georgia Tech-Duke ...........--++ wan pcb one evinitagee yee 4-1 
Hllinois-Michigam ............02+ee08 I 05.03) Voepcuber 4-1 
eee eee ee DN <c6 neem ebscwas vowed 8-5 
La. State-Temmessee .........+-s00: I cg cc CBewenwacsaes 6-5 
Marquette-Mississippi .............- Sere ee tee ee ree ee 3-1 
Mich. State-Missouri ............... POND. K6.n de cvicd dW awedan Even 
Minnesota-Northwestern .........-. NS SEE Ee Oe eee 12-5 
Oregon-Wash. State ............+4+: 7 caddie bo oiek «tendo 12-5 
PORM-NGWY occ icccceccccvecrenccece Sl 5.0 de ia'es Conese patues 5-7 
Pitisburgh-Ohio State ............- RES FU TEP ELLIS Ee 4-1 
Princeton-Harvard .........-+-+-ee+8 BURNS © ioe 0686606630604 3-1 
Be oe See ee eer ry ee |” ee ae en 3-1 
Stanford-Santa Clara .............: Gen ee er 11-5 
RTS" Se en rrr a st CR 5d 8c tc aG ow aeeedny ihe oe Even 
Vanderbilt-Tulame ............cee8- Dt. 5 Sa 8 Sete ok 6-5 
Wisconsin-Syracuse ............ Ss Re 3-1 
TA > Ere, edb hie breuaes Bo sladeeds vevVias ens Even 
* Friday night (31). 

Record: Won, 89; Lost, 36; Ties, 2; Percent, .712. 

National Pro League 
(SUNDAY, NOV. 2) 

Giants-Cardinals ...-. Giants 4-1 
Dodgers-Eagies .. Dodgers . 
Bears-Packers .Bears ... von: 
Benes RGOMS cc cccccccuces . Rams 2-1 
Redskins-Steelers ...........-0e00. EP ree 3-1 

Record: Won, 18; Lost, 5; Ties, 0; Percent, .783. 








cal beating handed it by Fordham, | 
TCU should win. 


Princeton—Harvard 
The Harvards are better coached. 


Boston College—Temple They'll win. 
A dogfight, with Temple having the SMU—Texas 
| edge because of Andy Tomasic. A tough game, with Texas on the 
Colgate—Holy Cross long end of the score 


Holy Cross is just another football 
team and Colgate is underrated 
gate finally 
sets Cross. 


| 


| Columbia has lost its 


| Ce 


| bicycle. Stunt involves riding down | 
|a narrow ramp 80 feet off the ground 
and then a mid-air leap in which 
Ringens discards the bicycie and | 
then takes a long-dive into a 3-foot 
tank of water. 
Trio repeated their acts twice- 
daily during remainder of Toront 
engagement. 
Fred Bradna Ill 
Fred Bradna, equestrian director 


of the Ringlings, Barnum & Bailey 
Circus, is in the Jewish hospital, 
Philadelphia, under treatment for 
pleurisy. He is 
danger. Showman was taken ill in 
New Orleans and was treated there 
for a time. John Ringling North, 
managing director of the big 





hospital, where he knows a number 
of physicians. 

Bradna expects to rejoin the out- 
i fit soon. Ringling show is remain- 
ing out a week longer than last sea- 
son, playing southern stands. It is 
booked unti] Nov. 22. | 


reported out of) 





Di 
ba 


Fi 


top, 


planned sending Bradna to Sarasota, | 
but he preferred going to the Philly | 


co 


| Duke is too powerful. 


j low: 


Manhattan has won its game of the 
year and will take it on the chin} 
from a potent Detroit squad. 


Experts rate this a pushover for 


Stanford—Santa Clara 
Even-steven, but got to stay with 
Stanford. 


Col- |} 
blossoms forth and up- 
UCLA—Calif. 
s a coin—and it’s California. 
Vanderbilt—Tulane 
Tulane’s power turns the trick. 


Columbia—Cornell Tos 
magic while| 


yrnell is on the upbeat. 


Detroit— Manhattan Wisconsin—Syracuse 


The midwest to predominate. 
Yale—Brown 


| The Yales pass their way home. 


Duquesne Villanova 





Nat'l Pro League 


iquesne. But Villanova will bounce 





ck for a grueling triumph. Sitinite.nitiatiee 
Fordham Purdue | Giants to bounce back for a vice 
Purdue is just a running team. tory over the Cards 
y9rdham can do everything. i" ’ 
Georgia-——Auburn | een Se rer 9 egy vag —_— 
The Georgians back in the victory | ce Farker 0. do it again. 
lumn. Bears—Packers 


Georgia Tech—Duke The Bears in a high-scoring game. 
Rams—Lions 
Illinois— Michigan The Rams have been coming along 
Michigan all the way. | fast. 
lowa—Indiana 
Indiana Hoosiers outpass 


Redskins-Steelers 
Sammy Baugh’s pitching will lead 
j the wew to on € vinta 


The 


ans acme 36 
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or their precious 
complexions 





F NEGLECTING 
MY DAILY ACTIVE-LATHER FACIAL! 
IT LEAVES SKIN FEELING 
SMOOTHER—.LOOKING SO FRESH!” 





gall FMEA og | 


9 out of 10 








Million-dollar complexions must 
have the finest care! That’s why love- 
ly screen stars are so keen about 
ACTIVE-LATHER FACIALS. Lux 
Toilet Soap’s ACTIVE lather re- 
moves stale cosmetics, every 
trace of dust and dirt thor- 
oughly—gives skin protec- / 

tion it needs. Your own 
precious complexion 

deserves this same 

cherishing care every 

day. Why not let it 

help you to new 

loveliness! 


i "ITS A JOY TO FIND A COMPLEXION 
CARE THAT REALLY WORKS. 
ACTIVE-LATHER FACIALS ARE 
A WONDERFUL BEAUTY AID!” 
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Screen Stars use Lux Toilet Soap 


LATHER DOES A Ve 20th Century-Fox Production 
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/ / 


(7—y} SMOOTHER, SEE HOW 
FRESH iT LOOKS! 
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